Chapter 16 Speaking in Competitions

Section One: Chapter Teaching Guide

PART ONE: TEACHING OBIJECTIVES

FESRSEIR—HJa, FENIZAEN:
FYR R WE P HE AT I AD IR
FR BN HE AT IAD IR
AR [ B IR HE A T I AD R
B RFR HER T AL IR

PART TWO: TEACHING SUGGESTIONS
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BIFME (Creativity)
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. BIMEBE (Impromptu Speech)
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KL (Preparation and Presentation)
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I ZFEMIR (Developing a Fund of Knowledge)
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IV. BZ&3AT (Question-and-Answer Session)
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HEIEIEAR (Strategies and Techniques)
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R AHS R H /&: Can congestion fees soothe Beijing’s traffic woes?

ZERNPET AT BE L Ui :

IBM'’s first global commuter pain study indicates that Beijing and Mexico City are the world’s
top two cities with the worst traffic jams. In order to tackle gridlock on its roads, Beijing has recently
unveiled some new traffic measures.

In addition to these measures, charging congestion fees will most likely contribute to easing
Beijing’s traffic woes. In fact, some private drivers are beginning to consider driving less because
of the parking fee increase. If a congestion fee is charged on every liter of gasoline or diesel sold,
it will help these drivers make up their minds about switching to public transport. In his analysis of
Beijing’s traffic conditions, Harry Clarke, professor of economics at La Trobe University in
Melbourne, Australia, says, “Congestion causes unnecessary social costs because motorists are not
constrained to pay for all of the social costs they impose on others. Pricing congestion is the only
feasible way of managing congestion.” He mentions that a pricing scheme for congestion has been



successfully used in Singapore for 45 years. It is also used in Stockholm and London.
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You voice the concerns of many disgruntled motorists who are already upset about the
parking fee hikes, but | want to point out that no one on the panel questions the testimony that |
mentioned earlier from Harry Clarke, who concludes that pricing congestion is the only feasible
way of managing congestion because congestion fees capture the social costs caused by vehicle
travel. The charge may be a nuisance to some drivers, but their complaints should not be placed

above easing the worsening traffic conditions in Beijing.

HERLR B B 534 — A Jikas, URASE 16 B T UE b ELBCH F B DU A Ry
%, RIDIRGE VAGNVE | AR LT BT RO AGE I RESHERG . A7 ROt (i X L7k
5 bR B A S FE TR ], X DY AR 75 VL AR AT LA T AN A

Reasoning from specific instances: Are there sufficient cases of people who have been using
Beijing’s roads excessively because of the low cost of road use to conclude that a congestion fee
will ease the city’s traffic flow?

Reasoning from principle: How does one balance the right of people to have free access to public
roads against the right of people to have a smooth flow of traffic?

Causal reasoning: Is there a demonstrated causal connection between drivers’ excessive use of
roads and the low price of road use?

Analogical reasoning: What lessons for Beijing can be drawn from the experience of other cities

that charge congestion fees?
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Just because a large number of people support or oppose a given policy cannot be taken as
evidence that the policy is right or wrong. This is an error in reasoning known as the bandwagon
fallacy. The question is not what is popular, but what is right. Earlier in this debate, | gave you
evidence from an expert documenting that pricing congestion is a feasible way to reduce Beijing’s
traffic jams. That is the right thing to do, regardless of its popularity.
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We know from the experience of London that public opinion initially opposed congestion fees.
But once the traffic scheme went into effect and people saw its benefits, the overwhelming
majority came to support the scheme. Just as attitudes in Beijing have changed about many things



in recent years, so eventually will they change on the subject of paying a congestion charge.
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Section Two: Textbook Exercises

PART ONE: EXERCISES FOR THINKING AND SPEAKING

(from text page 257)

1. View the videos of each of the sample speeches with commentary printed in this chapter.
Which speech, in your judgment, has the strongest delivery, and why? Be prepared to share
your comments in class.

Teaching Note
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2. Below are topics from recent national speech competitions:

The Greatest Invention in My Eyes

My Big Story in the Year 2049

College Education in Today’s World

Which Is Happier—To Love or to Be Loved?



Select one of these topics and write an original 2-minute prepared speech that is clearly organized
and creatively developed. Deliver your speech in class. Be ready for a Q&A session following the
speech.

Teaching Note
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3. Get together with three or four peers and compose a list of five impromptu topics. Each of
you should give a 1-minute practice speech on one of these topics. Critique each other’s
performances, noting both the strong points and the points that need improvement. Deliver
your speeches again in light of the comments you received.

Teaching Note
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(1) What do you think is the importance of pressing the “off button” sometimes in your
life? (2012)

(2) What do you expect from your college education? (2012)

(3) Fashion is made to become unfashionable. —Coco Chanel (2012)

(4) What makes the desert beautiful is that somewhere it hides a well...—from the Little
Prince (2012)

(5) What’s the “Golden age” in your eyes? (2012)

(6) What are your gifts that you can’t wait to give? Why? (2013)

(7) Time you enjoy wasting, was not wasted. —John Lennon (2013)

(8) What’s your understanding of “being alive”? (2013)

(9) What’s your view about procrastinating? (2013)

(10) How do you understand “When humans get together, we are really quite an impressive
bunch.”? (2013)

(11) Do you believe “practice makes perfect”? Why or why not? (2019)

(12) Do you agree that “constraints are the anchors of creativity”? Why or why not? (2020)



(13) What do you suggest could be done to address the massive waste packaging problem?
(2020)

(14) What do you think about the “paperless” trend in education? (2020)

(15) What do you think about the future of the unmanned economy? (2021)

(16) What advice would you offer the “empty-nest” youths? (2021)

(17) What do you think the delay in the retirement age will bring to China’s society? (2021)

(18) Seeking what is true is not seeking what is desirable. =~ —Albert Camus (2021)

(19) What do you think is good team work? (2022)

(20) Good judgement comes from experience. Experience comes from bad judgement.—
Author unknown (2022)

(21) How could we make hard choices easier? (2022)

(22) It doesn’t matter how new an idea is: What matters is how new it becomes.—Elias
Canetti (2022)

4. Using the same groups as in Exercise 3, practice debating, as follows: After each member of
the group gives his or her impromptu speech, the other members of the group should act as
challengers and pose questions to the speaker. Each debate should last 4-5 minutes, including
the time used for questions.

Teaching Note
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Section Three: Teaching Resources

ADDITIONAL SAMPLE SPEECH ANALYSIS

Earning Kindness Through Mutual Respect

(From Textbook Video 16.6)

Teaching Note
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M, R AETEE. BI4TEVHE L “Do you agree with the conclusion ‘Kindness is free’?
Why or why not?”.
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not free”, SRJSEEPANL AL “It has to be earned through mutual respect”, # )5 —4> preview
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Detailed Analysis

SPEECH

COMMENTARY

Kindness is not free. It has to be earned through mutual respect. |
would like to examine this issue from the angle of the doctors and
the patients.

In hospitals, we’d like to see doctors as “angels in white”: they
should cater to every need of their patient. But we often forget that
doctors are also human beings with their own stress, with their own
pressure, and with their own difficulties. My uncle is a surgeon at
the state hospital. He has to work night shifts all week long, and he
has just spent hour upon hour in the surgery room, so that he rarely
has time to attend to his own family if ever. What’s more, he has
been living in daily fear of getting entangled in some sort of disputes
or another. Therefore, it would be unrealistic for us to expect
doctors to be always kind with utmost patience, and to wear a smile
on their faces towards their patients all the time.

As for patients, | have to say that, although we expect them to
be calm and considerate towards the hospital staff, we have to
remember that they are the ones in anxiety and they are the ones
in pain, and their families are the people who have to deal with all
the affairs and they are the ones who have to worry. When my
grandmother became ill last year, she had to wait forever in line for
a hospital bed because of the drastic shortage of resources, even
though the cancer cells were raging inside her body all the time. It
would be unrealistic and cruel to expect the patients to always be
calm and considerate and kind towards hospital staffs.

So what is the key to kindness? | believe that it is mutual
understanding. Each party should remember to treat the difficulties
and hardships of the other with respect and consideration, and only
then can true kindness be attained.

Thank you very much!

The beginning is clear and effective for an
impromptu speech. The speaker uses the first
sentence to state her stance on the question
“Is kindness free?”, the second to make the
central idea clear, and the third to preview the
body of the speech.

In the first main point, the speaker argues
from the perspective of the doctors. She uses
the example of her uncle’s experience and
causal reasoning to argue that it is not
realistic to expect doctors to be always kind.

By using “As for patients”, the speaker
makes a clear transition to the second main
point. She uses the same strategies as she
does in the first main point, family stories
and causal reasoning, to argue that it is
unrealistic to expect the patients to be always
be kind.

The question brings the audience back to the
central idea of the speech again—kindness
can only be achieved through mutual respect.
The conclusion gives the speech a sense of
unity.




Throughout the speech, the speaker speaks
fluently and confidently. This helps build her
credibility and adds emotional appeal to her
speech.

Confronting Myself: Color of the Wind

(From Textbook Video 16.7)

Teaching Note
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Detailed Analysis

SPEECH

COMMENTARY

When | was in kindergarten, | once showed off my
painting to the class. To my surprise, they all burst into
laughter. “Why did you paint the sky green?” one asked.
Unable to seek a valid answer, | replied dryly, “Well, that’s
the color of wind.”

Though at that time | didn’t realize that | was
colorblind, my sensitivity told me something was missing.
My confidence wavered, and from then on I tried to avoid
every occasion that called for the use of colors.

However, there is something in life that | can never
avoid. In my senior high, | had to choose photography to
meet curricular requirements. Still suffering from color
phobia, | only used black-and-white film to take pictures.
Yet my works turned out to be good ones. They say | have
a special sense of light and shade, and by the use of
simple picture composition, | can fully convey the theme
of the photo.

“Why not try some color films?” my photography

The opening story gains attention
and interest. By using dialogue, the
speaker heightens the personal tone
of his story.

The speaker states the moral of his
opening story and indicates that the
rest of his speech will focus on his
colorblindness.

The body of the speech revolves
around the speaker’s senior-high
photography class, in which he
progressed from shame about his
colorblindness to pride in his skills
of photographic composition.




teacher asked.

“l am colorblind.”

“So what?” he patted on my shoulder, “It is your
colorblindness that gives you the stronger sense of light
and shade and helps you to grasp the theme of the photo
without distractions of colors.”

My teacher’s words struck me. Later, | found out
that the incidence of colorblindness is one in a thousand.
To me, it is a blessing in disguise. With that in mind, | put
a roll of color film in my camera and set out to take
pictures. With the snapping sound of the shutter, | could
not help but paint the color of wind in my own pictures.

The colors lie in my heart.

As in the introduction, the speaker’s
use of dialogue gives vitality to his
narrative

The  speaker  concludes by
celebrating his colorblindness as a
blessing in  disguise. His
penultimate sentence ties back to the
introduction, while his final
sentence ends on a poignant note.

Are People Educated Overseas Entitled to a Higher Salary?

(From Textbook Video 16.8)

Teaching Note
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Detailed Analysis

SPEECH

COMMENTARY

Challenger 1: | think you are sadly wrong in terms of saying that
they do not deserve the high salary. On the contrary, we argue
for a high salary for these returnees, first things first, for the
international exposure, and secondly, the kind of state-of-the-art
expertise and knowledge they bring back to China, or maybe any
other countries. Thirdly, they are also very well known for using
interpersonal skills in communicating.

Wang Liansi: Well, you do have a point. However, you mentioned
that they have communication skills, but are you trying to say

The opening challenge presents three
points against Wang Liansi’s position
that foreign-educated students do not
deserve higher salaries than those
educated in China.

Wang Liansi responds to the
challenger’s points clearly and




that these employees, these college students who are studying
in China, do not have the communication skills? No. | am a
college student. | study in Hunan University, but | don’t see that
I’'m in lack of any communication skills.

And secondly, you mentioned that they are exposed to
foreign cultures, so they have a state-of-the-art expertise. But
you have to know that China’s higher education is also
flourishing. Peking University, Tsinghua University, as well as
universities in Hong Kong, can also compete with foreign
universities as well.

And the third point | remember you said was they are more
professional. But, you know, many people refer to the returnees
from overseas as bananas. They have yellow skins, but inside
they are white. But personally, | don’t like to eat bananas, and |
doubt that those employers in the companies will like bananas.
We need apples; we need other common fruits as well.

Challenger 1: What'’s wrong with being a banana, as long as we
can kind of reach a deal?

Wang Liansi: Being a banana is fine, but are you willing to pay
like ten yuan for a banana, when you can enjoy the same
nutrition by paying five yuan for an apple? Of course not. | mean
each kind of fruit should be treated equally, and it doesn’t mean
that if you are a banana, you have to be paid a higher price or
you are in any way superior to those common fruits.

Challenger 2: If you are a Harvard business school MBA and you
are working in Beijing, you are entitled to a salary amounting to
100,000 U.S. dollars. You have a problem with that?

Wang Liansi: | don’t have a problem with that, as long as he has
the ability. We are talking about whether these returnees. ..

Challenger 2: But his salary will be much higher than the
same MBA from Peking University and Tsinghua University. . . .

Challenger 1: Right. Think about Yang Lan, for example. She
actually is now the head of a corporation, a kind of multinational
corporation. And she is a graduate from Columbia University.

systematically. She begins by
defending the communication skills
of college students educated in
China.

By enumerating her points, Wang
Liansi comes across as a focused and
organized thinker. She states her
points clearly and concisely.

Wang Liansi echoes an analogy from
her impromptu speech, in which she
said that students educated overseas
were like foreign fruits: “No matter
how far away they come from, how
fragrant they smell, how exotic they
look, what counts most is whether
they’re delicious enough.”

Again using analogical reasoning,
Wang Liansi responds deftly to the
challenger’s question by defending
the principle of equal treatment
versus special privilege.

Wang Liansi does not get flustered,
even though she is cut off part way
through her response.




Wang Liansi: Yang Lan is very successful, but our hostess Liu Xin
is also very successful. Do you remember that she has won the
first prize in the international English speaking competition? That
was about a decade, or ten years ago. At that time, she had never
been abroad, but she competed with those people who have
international backgrounds and she won. What’s your opinion
about it?

Challenger 2: Many good students educated overseas have a
very heavy student loan. That’s why they have to have a higher
salary—to pay back the student loan. They are paying a very high
price for going to top schools in the world.

Wang Liansi: According to my observation in Sydney, | saw a lot
of Chinese students there, but | haven’t seen them with any
particular advantages of being an international student. They
didn’t work very hard. They were very rich students, so they went
to Sydney, but they didn’t study well. But students around me,
my classmates, they’ve been working really hard, and | believe
thatin future, when they are applying for the same company, the
latter, the person who has real ability, can have a higher salary.

Wang Liansi scores strongly by
countering the challenger’s example
of Yang Lan with the case of Liu Xin,
CCTV anchor and hostess of the
2007 competition.

Wang Liansi supports her position by
drawing on her personal experience.
As elsewhere in the debate, she rises
to every challenge from the debate
panel.




