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1) Students will be able to present their opinions on decision-making with a good range of
lexical resources.

2) Students will be able to produce an argumentative essay with a clear and logical structure.

Ak 71 B AT

1) Students’ critical discussion competency will be improved through identification and
evaluation of argumentation in the texts.

2) Students will be able to produce an argumentative essay by the use of argumentative
techniques (starting points).

" AEF

1) Students will be able to tell Chinese stories with cultural confidence.

2) Students will be able to explore the cultural implications suggested by idioms and
allusions in this unit.
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FENZ: Text A Door closer, are you?
Text B When enough is enough
Both texts use the rhetoric mode of narration to convey the same message:
More is not necessarily better than less.

PRI 3 HC: Text A (2 periods) & Text B (2 periods)

Wt 5

This class features a systematic approach to language learning and aims to develop the
language skills of the students, helps them to produce argumentative essays as well as achieve
a better understanding of traditional Chinese culture and ideology. Thus, language skills and
critical discussion competency are integrated to foster a new generation of young people
capable of shouldering the mission of national rejuvenation.

This class provides scaffolded tasks and adopts a project-based learning methodology.
Project will be assigned to students in three stages, this would build on learners’ vocabulary,
thinking and learning skills through critical thinking, problem solving and decision making
employed in each stage of Project. Argumentation theory, particularly argumentative
techniques are introduced to help students analyze texts and produce an argumentative essay.
Discussions in the classroom can involve student pairs, small groups, or the entire class. The
topics are related to Chinese culture, Chinese ideology. Most of the questions relate to their
personal experiences, especially college life. The teacher acts as a facilitator, keeping the
discussions on track and ensures that everyone has a voice.
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Unit 6 Section A Door closer, are you?
Pre-class:

1. Prompts (Introduce the topic):
Students will watch a TED speech, The paradox of choice, delivered by Psychologist
Barry Schwartz. In Schwartz’s estimation, choice has made us not freer but more
paralyzed, not happier but more dissatisfied.

2. Preview Text A & Word building:
Self-study topic related materials on UMOOQC:s.




Complete word building task on (P152-153) and get familiar with vocabulary.

3. Project Stage 1:

Work in groups, design a survey on whether college students are always faced with the
dilemma of making right choices. Share your personal experiences in decision-making,
collect data, and write a report.

In-class (2 periods, 90 minutes):

1. Starting off
Share the results of your survey (Project Stage 1) with other groups.
The representatives of each group share their views with the class.
Teacher gives feedback and advice on each group’s presentation.

Self-assessment:
o I can speak at length without noticeable effort.
o I can use vocabulary resource flexibly to discuss decision-making.
o I can use a range of complex structures to express my standpoint.

2. Structure analysis

1) Work in pairs and discuss these questions:
A. Why did General Xiang Yu order his troops to crush their cooking pots and burn their
sailing ships when crossing the Zhang River?
B. What’s the purpose for Dr. Ariely’s experiment done at MIT?
C. What’s the significance of doing the experiment?
D. What’s the winning strategy when playing the computer game?

E. Why does Dr. Ariely say people are willing to pay a big price to avoid the emotion of
loss?

F. Why are the corresponding costs often less obvious in life than in the experiment?
G. In the text, what does Dr. Ariely suggest in order to balance our life?

2) Encourage students to draw an outline of the whole text, teacher should give them hints if
necessary.

Suggested outline




A transition

from the ancient Suggests how

we can balance

story of Xiang
Yu to the our lives by
modern story of reducing
Paras.1-3 the students at Paras.5-9  unnecessary Paras.13-14
Introduction Body options Conclusion
v MIT v v
A A
A question Para.4 Anexperiment Paras.10-12  Concludes the
about what Body at MIT suggestions cssay, tljalselthe
‘ question: Is
Xiang Yu would more better than
do when facing less?

rival options.

3. Text Analysis based on Argumentation Theory

1) Review of argumentation theory

Critical Discussion Competence

Presentation of
argumentation

Identification of Analysis of Evaluation of
argumentation argumentation argumentation

What are the How is it How could one
standpoint(s) and owiIs L Is it reasonable? present his/her own

structured ? .,

argument(s)? argumentation?

--- Frans H. van Eemeren, A. Francisca Snock Henkenmans, 2017.
Argumentation: Analysis, Evaluation, second edition,New York: Routledge

2) ldentification of argumentation: Door closer, are you?
Standpoint: It is wise to be a door closer facing rival options.
Argument: Xiang Yu’s conviction was validated both on the battlefield and in modern
social science research.
Subarguments: (1) Xiang Yu chose the primary when facing rival options;
(2) Ariely investigated into the seemingly irrational human behavior.

Details of argumentation are presented as jigsaws, and students should work in pairs,




trying to put the jigsaws into the right position. When they finish one piece, they should
explain the reasons of doing so.
Sample

1 It is wise to be a door closer facing rival options.

¥

1.1 Xiang Yu's conviction was validated both on the
battlefield and in modern social science research.

: ] :

1.1.1 Xiang Yu chose the primary 1.1.2 Ariely investigated into the
when facing rival options. seemingly irrational human behavior.

t

1.1.1.1 Xiang Yu's behaviour imposed a | |1.1.1.2 Most people couldn't bear to
necessity on the troops to attain victory. | [let options vanish.

V.

L TT.T.0 Xlang YU ordered the cooRlng 1.1.1.21 I?’arents

pots crushed and the sailing ships won't stop any
burned lessons.
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11122 MIT
students avoid
closing options.

3) Evaluation & Presentation (See After-class assignments.)

4. Cultural Exploration and Argumentative Techniques (starting points): [ZHFE R )

1) The story of Xiang Yu
Students will be encouraged to tell the story of Xiang Yu, a prominent and veteran military
leader. Clues will be projected on the screen to help them finish the task. Students should
note that they should try to use higher level vocabulary and include more complex
sentence structures if possible.

2) Chinese idioms and allusions:
Students will be encouraged to explain the meaning of Chinese idioms:
Pitting the strength of one against ten DL—}
Smashing the Cauldrons and Sinking the Boats {2 7{#+
Can you list more Chinese idioms from your knowledge? What do they mean?

3) Critical thinking and further cultural exploration:
Identify the standpoint and arguments of two poems, analyze and evaluate the
argumentation.

Read the poems and complete the table:
The Wu River (¥ H#uif))
Li Qingzhao 7 ZEi &
Living, he towered above men;
Dead, he's a hero of the ghosts.
I've oft pondered over Xiang Yu, when,




Having lost his hometown-enrolled host,
He'd rather die of self-slit throat,
Than crossing the River in a boat!

Inscription at Wujiang Pavilion (fHT.5)

Du Mu J# 144
Win or lose is hardly predictable for a man of war,
Ability to take insults and bear shame a real man shows.
Jiangdong has no lack of brave lads among its offspring,
Who knows if a comeback might not be in the offing.

The Wu River(Li Qingzhao) | Inscription at Wujiang Pavilion(Du Mu)
Standpoints I've often pondered over Xiang | Xiangyu should not commit suicide.
Yu, when, having lost his
hometown-enrolled host, he'd | Who knows if a comeback might not be
rather die of self-slit throat than | in the offing.

crossing the River in a boat!

Xiangyu’s death is meaningful.
Arguments Living, he towered above men; | Win or lose is hardly predictable for a
man of war,

Dead, he's a hero of the ghosts.
Ability to take insults and bear shame a
real man shows.

Jiangdong has no lack of brave lads
among its offspring.

Starting points | 1. Aman should live asa hero. | 1. The outcome of a war is
2. A man should die for glory. unpredictable.

2. A real man should possess the
capacity to take insults and bear shame.
3. There is a great number of
courageous and outstanding men in
Jiangdong.

After Class:

Read the following passage and then write a paragraph to present your argumentation on
whether college students should volunteer to work in the underdeveloped areas of China or
stay in prosperous cities.




Young people are faced with a wide range of choices. But what is important is to be
guided by a correct world view, outlook on life and sense of values when making choices. The
life experiences of countless successful people suggest that young people who choose to
endure hardships will be duly rewarded, and those who make contributions to society are the
ones who deserve respect.

Unit 6 Section B When enough is enough

Pre-class (Project Stage 2):

Make reading notes on Xi Jinping: Wit and Vision— Selected Quotations and Commentary, pay
special attention to quotations from the Classics and say why they are inspiring or
thought-provoking?

In-class (2 periods, 90 minutes):

1. Starting off:

Read the following quotation from a famous Chinese Writer, Lin Yutang. Discuss in small

groups and answer the questions:

1) Is everyday life today much more complicated than in the past? Why or why not?

2) Do you think that we are often spoilt for choice and this can leave us feeling confused
and dissatisfied? Why or why not?

Besides the noble art of getting things done, there is the noble art of leaving things undone.
The wisdom of life consists in the elimination of non-essentials.
-- Lin Yutang (Chinese Writer)

Culture note:

Chinese writer, philosopher, translator, and poet, Lin Yutang (1895--1976), wrote more than
35 books in English and Chinese, and brought the classics of Chinese literature to western
readers.

Individual students share their views with the class.
Teacher gives feedback and advice on students’ answers.

2. Language points: collocation

Brainstorm vocabulary related to the topic of choice making.

Match the verbs with nouns from the box. You may use the words more than once.
Example: achieve a goal; achieve a balance

Verbs: make, meet, miss, play, put, set, take

a need a change a goal

a balance a chance a living

a choice a decision arole




\ an opportunity \ pressure (on)

3. Text analysis

1) To draw inferences from what is written and be able to understand what the writer is driving
at or communicating, students need to keep the following in mind:
(1) Make use of contextual clues, common sense, and the background knowledge.
(2) Connect ideas and draw conclusions from the Text B.
(3) Form and test what have been understood between the lines. Reading a text is a
two-way communication between the reader and the writer, forming ideas, testing ideas,
and correcting or changing our own ideas and understanding accordingly.
2) Identification of argumentation: When enough is enough (paragraph 16)
Standpoint: 1 He will always have enough.
Argument: 1.1 He knows that enough is enough.
1.1.1 When he realizes there is nothing lacking, the whole world belongs to him.
1.1.1.1 He is content with whatsoever he has.
1.1.1.2 He rejoices in the way things are.

4. Cultural Exploration:

1) In paragraph 16, what’s the purpose of citing Lao Tzu, the famous Chinese philosopher?
Be content with whatsoever you have; rejoice in the way things are. When you realize
there is nothing lacking, the whole world belongs to you.
L CHEAE FIEARR TR A, 7
Lao Tzu was a philosopher of ancient China and the father of Taoism. He was best-known
as the author of Dao De Jing (&%)

2) % “317 Rk
“China must preserve and develop its culture and promote exchanges between
civilizations to make the world a better place”, Xi said. “Culture is the soul of a nation,”
Xi told hundreds of participants from home and abroad at the opening of an international
conference to commemorate the 2,565th anniversary of Confucius’ birth.
President Xi Jinping has made no secret of his love for traditional Chinese culture by
frequently quoting classic Chinese literature.

3) Share the reading notes (from Project Stage 2) with group members, pay special attention to
quotations from the Classics and explain why are they inspiring or thought provoking?

Peer-assessment:

o Does your partner speak at length without noticeable effort?

0 Does your partner use vocabulary resource flexibly to discuss decision-making?

0 Does your partner use a range of complex structures to express my standpoint?

0 Does your partner give a logical and clear position while commenting on quotations
from the Classics?




5. Structured writing & Critical thinking:

How is a cause-and-effect essay organized?

Use Critical thinking skills acquired in previous class activities to develop a

cause-and-effect essay: Why people make poor decisions?

It is important to follow these steps:

(1) Have a clear understanding of causes and effects.

(2) Write an effective thesis statement.

(3) Use necessary cause/effect transitions.

(4) Give factual details to support your thesis statement.

(5) Conclude the essay by summarizing the causes or effects.
Suggested Structure:

Topic: Why people make poor decisions?

Introduction Paragraph 1 Hook; Connecting information; Thesis
Body Paragraph 2 Cause 1: Tend to use bad data; Supporting details
Paragraph 3 Cause 2: Lack good information; Supporting details
Conclusion Paragraph 4 Restated thesis; Suggestion/opinion/prediction
Peer Editing:

Exchange your outlines and read your partner’s work. Then use the following questions to help
you comment on your partner’s outline.

(1) Is there any aspect of the outline that is unclear to you?

(2) Can you think of an area in the outline that needs more development?

(3) If you have any other suggestions, please write them here.

6. Project Stage 3:

Classroom debate: It was hard to make a decision because of too many options.

Note: Students from both sides could include evidences from the findings of Project
Stagel, quotations collected and discussed from Project Stage2 to help them support their
arguments.

Self-assessment, Peer assessment and Teacher assessment.

After-class:

Read the statements below and write an argumentative essay on the topic: Why is it
important to preserve traditional culture? What measures should be taken?
Outstanding traditional culture is the root of the heritage and development of a
country and a nation. Renouncing it is tantamount to severing our cultural life.

by President Xi
Include any relevant examples from your own knowledge and experience, write at
least 250 words.
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Classroom activities are designed with the aim of fostering a new generation of




young people capable of shouldering the mission of national rejuvenation, and those who
have all-round moral, intellectual and aesthetical grounding with a hard-working spirit.
The classroom activities are centered on a value-based argumentative discussion, during
this process, students will complete multistage projects and share personal experiences in
decision-making. Through the introduction of argumentation theory and writing
strategies in each stage, students will be able to read and write critically, further
understand Chinese value and culture, and improve their ideological and theoretical
levels.

3 BLTTHEVEM CHLWIAHTER IO & 5 SN T 3, R B 80 T S o S L
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PP EE 2 The evaluation check-lists are made by using College English Curriculum
Requirements, and CSL (China’s Standards of English Language Ability as reference).
PP 7 3 Self-assessment, Peer assessment and Teacher assessment

Students are required to reflect on their own performance and measure progress in
achieving those outcomes, and teachers would give feedback both in-class and
after-class. During the process, students will complete multistage projects and consider
how well they have done at each stage of the project using self-assessment and peer
assessment techniques. The understanding of morals of Chinese idioms and allusions as
well as Chinese ideology are included in the assessment, thus would help foster the
young generation who have all-round moral, intellectual and aesthetical grounding with a
hard-working spirit. Teachers can collect information about the learners through their
classroom activities, and plan learning more effectively as they work through the
materials.

T HERRE

U AT RAERILTE 5 5 & ARG 5 18Ry )

ARBHHAF R ERARAAERET, TEAXERBT. AXEHR. €K
f. EEREED . ERRIENEERAL . AFREARM “—HKHE” AAFEKX,
DR T HIE R A M RE A A £ 4K, DA ERAE TR 68 A0 55 U R IR e A1 A 7
E, UTBHAARK, ERERENEEERAXAROEM L, REFENET
SERRAL R REST, “DLEEE, USXHA” , WHFERZABMFTHAE SR, =
HANF A B AR &

AEFRUTNEERFEH:
—. BE#5H

ERHANRHER “FRARMF H#IT, AREERFPHERISFAEZAN




AT E 7 R R A AT B F E TR P AR RAR R AR Y R, A
MeBARHMETETH “wit” . ®MERTTAF—. ZFROWFERN, £
H—RERERE, BT AT 0 o AR R A L U 5 B2 R B 3 SO R R A
WriE, FENFAZEMNWEREGLESEWRZ], Mo EsiEmaalEREERN 2
RERA. AU TREAREKNFENTHEN, FARTFELETHNEBERA
2 REBROEANER, FEECEEFEETREIY, 6BRIE, FEXFNER
HEEENE.

=, B

THA#FEARENQHEAZ — FEAH#TENETHES FIHEH,
EFTARREARTEAEANERMNE. ¥4 ZEAEE S 20 EAME XM EK
TEMK, ERASBBMMAEEMZ L, BRAFHNFETE. X, FRFEK
TTE, BRMAEITRE T ERA . o8, MRS ERTTE &R, REHAT
WX E . MEAZFEAARFETREAFNEENA, TR T FEAKE
K RmE R A E AR AN . TATENEERREFERETERAFERX
iRt e, XEgRRHen, ¥R XHEENIEE, NTABFEZRCAHE
AR A

=, WEFE

AR HRILBHAM, MERKRFTAER, REVXSHENTHBALY, AF
EREANM, BRFLEWBE EH5RE, REESAXUFR ARITELHA M
Wik, WHHERE, W XEREXZA LR EFHER, EHIEF, FANTHE
ZHFEHTERXAAEILRH T ERZIGERE, AR A E A LR SAT
BUHRE., cBAMW, BAIE KL CHILE. flao, RETHEIH “HEIA”
WEWZE, FHEFBRNTECRCURNEARTRE, RRIEEHEEIE
AR FRHREF—RWAERN. MERGDE, “ERLFE” BERFENOR,
BRFENZERT, RBEFENAXTRAMINE R,

TE: ARIERAEA PDF 48 30, SHECAABTRN — D30, UL “ Rz g 4/ e i sl
P g AR+ BRI DT NLEA " 44, EARE AR H5 00 7 HEA ROUIR
WEAN KAHR .






