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In our lifelong journey, we often find ourselves standing at one crossroads after
another, where we have to make hard choices. We have regular anxieties about
making decisions because we do not know if we have made the right one. What
factors should we consider when making a choice? Do we have to consider
interests, passion, responsibility, happiness, or something else? After making a
choice, how can we know whether it is right or not? What can we do if things
don’t go smoothly after we make a choice? Among the many choices we face,
choosing a major and a career path can be amongst the most difficult ones in our
lives. To some degree, they determine how we will spend our lives from our 20s
onward. Read the texts and see if you can learn from the authors’ experiences and
have a deeper understanding of making choices.

Scenario

You are invited by your senior high school to contribute an essay to help Grade 3
students who will be choosing their majors. In your essay, you will describe your
experience of choosing a major, reflect on it, and then give some suggestions. You
will be able to complete the task after studying this unit.

Learning objectives

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

e talk about making choices using new vocabulary

¢ infer the meaning of real and unreal conditional structures

e explain with examples the value of interest in making choices

e understand the relationship between passion and making choices
e explain what factors to consider when choosing a major
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Viewing Reading

In your opinion, what degree or major is the e For many of us, interest plays a vital
most desirable? What factors should we take : ¥ role when we decide on a major,

into account when choosing a degree? Is [=]13 as in the case of the author of the
money important in choosing a degree? Watch | Video clip following text. He followed his interest
a video clip and see what advice you can get and switched to his favorite major

from it. due to the influence of his college
economics professor. Meanwhile, the

Kl Fill in the blanks with what you hear from the video clip. professor himself was also interested

1 Q: What questions help choose a degree? inditerature and this influenced him

A: What are you passionate about? What and even his student. How does their
are you good at? What are your interest influence them? Read the
interests and ? Can these lead to a text'and gain some insights into the
career? importance of interest.

2 Q: What if | decide that even though | like
computers, | dont want to have a career in
computing?

A: The skills that you learn in computing like how
to solve problems in managing projects are easily
to other careers and industries. ...
Hundreds of from one degree.

3 Q: Isithard to get a job after completing a broad
degree?
A: No. A broad degree still equips you with
in the area you choose to major in.
Plus, these degrees teach you to ,
think analytically and write and communicate

well — all highly marketable skills to potential N ¢ oy '
I ////
employers. / /’
4 Q: Should I think about how much money | [ - e M 'H
want to earn when choosing a degree? A prarnp W T i

A: No degree guarantees you .
The best way to find a job that you Iove
and be successful is study something you're

4 o (i
/4 ﬁf’“ ‘”’{Vliv

P Do you agree that “your career options are determined
by the skills that you learn rather than the name of the
degree”? What skills are you going to learn to help with
your future job hunting?
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How an economics professor
taught me a life-changing lesson
— in literature

1 Every spring, during college graduation season, I think about a former professor who

uttered two astonishing sentences that changed the course of my life.

21 was not a happy student, attending community college because I didn’t have the
grades, the money or the motivation to attend a four-year university. I had no real
interest in business — my major — but my mother, a typical immigrant, had convinced

me it would be the most practical course of study.

5 I might not have finished college myself if it hadn’t been for a required class in which
I had little interest. On a fall morning during my second year, I was seated in a large
lecture hall — back row, left corner — for my Econ 1 class. As the professor lectured

about macroeconomic theory, I propped up my textbook, slipped the novel John

Barleycorn by Jack London inside, and began reading.




UNIT 6

After about 20 minutes, the professor pushed aside his notes and began walking
toward my side of the classroom. Every student but me, I was told later, watched him

walk toward the back of the lecture hall. I was lost in the novel.

When he reached my desk, he slipped behind me, leaned over and snatched the
book from my hands. I suddenly realized that every single student in the class was
staring at me. I felt shame. My throat went dry and I could hear my heart pounding
in my chest.

The professor leafed through a few pages of the novel. The absolute silence in the

classroom was terrifying.

Finally, he held the book above his head, waved it and announced in a very loud voice:
“This student won’t be spending the rest of his life studying columns of debits and credits.

He’s interested in literature.” He pronounced the last word with genuine reverence.
He handed the book back to me, strolled back and resumed his lecture.
I was so stunned; I spent the rest of the class in a daze.

During the next few weeks, I pondered his reaction. If an economics professor valued
literature as much as or even more than economics, perhaps there was some real value
in all the reading I was doing outside of class. Maybe reading novels wasn’t just an
escape and a diversion. Maybe the study of literature would be a worthwhile pursuit.
And if I could succeed as a literature student, maybe this would lead me in a direction
that might enhance my career prospects. I had no idea what career this would be, but I
hoped that by the time I finished school, I'd find out.

I changed my major to English, raised my grades and transferred to UC Santa Barbara.
I appreciated school for the first time, and I discovered that a love of reading translated
to a love for writing. I attended graduate school in journalism and embarked on a
career as a newspaper reporter, including two decades at the Los Angeles Times. 1

eventually left daily journalism to write books.

Last month, after telling this story to a group of college students, I decided to give the
professor a call. I could only recall his last name, so I contacted a member of the faculty
alumni association. He put me in touch with David Kaplan, who is 83; he retired 14

years ago.
The first thing I asked Kaplan was whether he remembered our encounter. He did not.

“But it doesn’t surprise me that I'd respond like that,” he said. “It reflects what I was

thinking about at the time and what I was going through, personally.”
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After obtaining bachelor’s and master’s degrees in economics at UCLA and teaching
the subject for a decade at Santa Monica College, Kaplan had come to the conclusion
that his education was narrow and incomplete. He began taking literature classes at

UCLA and reading widely on his own.

Kaplan continued teaching economics, and to believe in the need for practical majors
such as business. But he also began to think that university officials who de-emphasized

the humanities, and students who dismissed their significance, were misdirected.

Economic theory is important, he told me, but reading authors such as Tolstoy,
Chekhov, Dickens, Shakespeare and Wordsworth has a different and equally important
kind of worth, shaping students” values and deepening their understanding of life.
The writing, critical thinking skills and appreciation for creativity that students learn
as liberal arts majors, Kaplan said, will enrich their lives and also serve them well in a

variety of careers, including business.

“I probably reacted to you the way I did because I believe that reading a novel is as
valuable as a dry economics lecture,” he said, “and the themes might resonate more

and, ultimately, have a greater impact on your life.”

CULTURE NOTES

Community college: In the United States, a community college usually refers to a two-year public
educational institution that provides lower-level higher education. After graduating
from a community college, some students choose to transfer to a four-year
college or university for two to three years to get a bachelor’s degree.

Econ 1: The coding system for Economics courses varies in different

colleges of different countries. In the United States, Econ 1 can be the
course “Principles of Economics” ( &5 /&EHE ), “Microeconomics” (M &5
Z), or “Macroeconomics” ( =EMEFE ). It is the prerequisite course ( &R
#& ) for other economics courses.

John Barleycorn: Published in 1913, it is an autobiographical novel ( B
£\ ) by Jack London, American novelist and short-story writer. This
novel discusses masculinity ( BERIZS ), male friendship, and also various life
experiences the author has had with alcohol and at different stages in his life.

To be or not to be
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Understanding the text

Interest in literature played a critical role in the decisions of both the author and his
economics professor. How did it work? Read the text and complete the diagram.

Interest in literature

I was interested in literature The economics professor valued literature

e Jread 1) in an e He believed it was wrong to 3) the
economics class. humanities and 4) their importance.

e | had alove of reading, but | * He believed that literature could 5)
students’ lives, 6) in a variety

regarded reading novels as

an escape and 2) of careers, and ultimately have 7)

on their lives.

| !

e e

My decision The professor’s decision

| changed my major to English, * He took 8) at UCLA and

13) my grades 9) on his own.

and later 14) to - He remarked on my class behavior with

UC Santa Barbara. 10) , making me realize
that the study of literature might be
11) and becoming a

literature student might enhance my
12)

1 Work in pairs. Read the sentences from the text and discuss the questions.

1 I'had no real interest in business — my major — but my mother, a typical immigrant, had
convinced me it would be the most practical course of study. (Para. 2)
Why does the author emphasize his mother’s immigrant status? Do you think business is
the most practical major? Why or why not?

2 I changed my major to English, raised my grades and transferred to UC Santa Barbara.
(Para.11)
Suppose you don't like your major. Will you follow your interest to change your major or
just stick to it until graduation? Why?

3 The writing, critical thinking skills and appreciation for creativity that students learn as
liberal arts majors, Kaplan said, will enrich their lives and also serve them well in a variety
of careers, including business. (Para. 17)
Do you agree that what liberal arts students learn from their majors can enrich their lives
and benefit different careers? Why or why not?
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Building your language

Words and expressions

Complete the sentences with words from the given paragraphs. Change the form where
necessary. The first letter of each word is given.

1 Women have made a progress in their competition with men in business and
professional world. (Para. 1)

2 It's said that ancient Chinese soldiers s paper messages into mooncakes to
help fight against the invaders. (Para. 3)

3 Her heartp , not knowing whether she should accept his flowers or not in
front of the class. (Para. 5)

4 He has grown up with g respect for books, but he has never thought of
going into bookselling business. (Para. 7)

5 Sidney returned to his hometown where he r his education. (Para. 8)

6 The film tells of an engineer who has chosen to spare nothing in p of his

dream. (Para. 10)

7 The health organization can offer community members the opportunity to o
information necessary and explore choices in making difficult health care decisions. (Para. 15)

8 Many people will choose to d this idea completely, while others may be more
open-minded and accept it. (Para. 16)

Complete the sentences with the expressions below. Change the form where necessary.

leaf through have no idea a variety of put ... in touch with

believe in go through be lost.in if it wasn't / weren‘t for sh. / sth.

1 You'll difficult times, and suffer, and learn.

2 | being strong when everything seems to be going wrong.

3 1 the pages of the test paper and smiled to myself because the questions
seemed familiar to me.

4 This old building could have been pulled down some collectors choosing it
to be their private storage.

5 They what they were about to face at this great turning point in their career.

6 Would you please me Professor Johnson from the career

planning office in the university?

7 Bothered by the dilemma of his career, Mark thought and didn’t hear the
knock on the door.

8 Cars, phones, jobs, products, lifestyles — at no other point in human history have there
been such choices.

To be or not to be
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Nouns which often go before:

season graduation holiday

tourist Christmas

Verbs which often go before:
appreciation have show

gain develop

Adjectives which often go before:

brief
sudden

silence lengthy

absolute
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Collocations

Fll Complete the sentences by choosing suitable words below to
collocate with the italicized words.

translate

1

lean need pursuit

Despite losing the game, she chose to over and hug

her rival before leaving the tennis court.

When | asked for his opinion, he mumbled something which |
as agreement.

Those who are most promising in their of the arts
often choose to study in France, a place of romance and art.

Kev against the table where he sat, elbows

propped, lost in thought about where to travel on Christmas days.

Some countries have taken a new attitude toward immigration
since their economy is much in of more productive
young men.

It stands to reason that more attention will into
greater learning.

They all talked about the for a change in their
attitudes and habits if they wanted to achieve greater success.

There's sufficient evidence that the of wealth
sometimes leads smart people to make wrong decisions and do

stupid things.

Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in brackets
into English, using suitable expressions from the collocation box.

1

Don’t get me wrong; | love beauty and
(MEERNEFEMELED ).

In many ways
Z5RABLAEE ).

(REZERREEZLHENE

(B|EM B ZE ), Katheline took
courage and decided to explore the island with George together.

(fVZ=zE), some of my classmates
are starting their new jobs, and others will continue studying for a
higher degree.

Mother’s Day is the day we set aside each year to

(E 28T A E R IDIEFRIL RS ).
(R#H%E ) in the library. Please do
not talk or discuss in the library.




Vocabulary learning strategies

The prefix “en-" and the suffix “-en” can combine with nouns and adjectives to form verbs,
such as “enrich” and “deepen” in Paragraph 17. You can scan the QR code to learn more about
the prefix and the suffix and the words formed with them.

Language focus

Gerunds (5142i3) and present participles (li#£43i3) are both in the form of “V-ing,” but have
different functions in sentences. For example, in the sentence “Maybe reading novels wasn't just
an escape and a diversion” (Para. 10), “reading novels"” is the subject. And in the sentence “l was
not a happy student, attending community college ..." (Para. 2), “attending community college”
functions as an adverbial. You can scan the QR code to learn more about the differences of
gerunds and present participles in terms of function.

Banked cloze

Complete the passage with suitable words from the word bank. You may not use any of
the words more than once.

lost anger appreciated course attending

misdirected quiet reverence convinced silence

voice uttered lectured sound pursuing
A turning point is the time when a big event happens that changes the 1) of
our life.
My mother 2) me to study business in a community college although | had
no real interest in business. | might not have finished college if it hadn’t been for the two
astonishing sentences that an economics professor 3) . On a fall morning,
when the professor 4) about macroeconomic theory, | began reading a novel
by Jack London. | was 5) in my reading so that | didn’t notice that the professor
was walking toward me. When he reached my desk and snatched the book from my
hands, | was terrified by the absolute 6) in the classroom. However,
instead of criticizing me, the professor said in a very loud 7) : “This

student won't be spending the rest of his life studying columns of debits and credits.
He's interested in literature.” He pronounced the word “literature” with genuine
8)

| spent the next few weeks pondering his reaction. If an economics professor valued
literature as much as or even more than economics, perhaps the study of literature
would be something worth 9) . Then | changed my major to English,
raised my grades, and 10) school for the first time. Now I'm doing what
I'm really interested: writing books.
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Viewing

As we have read in iExplore 1,
the economics professor's
words greatly changed the
author’s life. Similarly, when Video clip
today’s college graduates

face the fiercely competitive

Jjob market, how can human

resources experts help them to

make a proper decision? \Watch

a video clip and try to catch

the experts’ advice on career

choices.

Kl Fill in the blanks with what you hear
from the video clip.

1 Ithink it's really about )
Most of us choose our first career with
time than we spend
choosing an outfit for a night out.

2 You don't really know what you're
about as an . And that's
why | think this process
is really quite important.

3 Ithink it's really important for
you to pick your career for

4 Rather than doing what is expected
of you, if you actually do what
for you, then you've got
a great chance of success.

Pl Experts in the video clip offer us
advice on how to make a career-choice
decision. Which piece of advice is the
most helpful for you? Why?

UNIT 6

-
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Reading

As the experts in the video clip suggest, we should
explore our interests, determine who we are, and
pick a career based on what we want to do. In
other words, we should find and follow our passion.
However, what should we do if we have not yet
found our inner pursuit? VWhat should we choose

if we have passionate interests in more than one
field? Moreover, what would happen if we fail to
follow our passion? Read the text and figure out
the author’s career philosophy that leads him to a

successful career path.




S

1 In the spring of 2004, during my senior year of college, I faced ,II?'\
a hard decision about my future career. I had a job offer from
Microsoft and an acceptance letter from the computer science
doctoral program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. I had
also just handed in the manuscript for my first nonfiction book, which
opened the option of becoming a full-time writer. These are three strikingly

different career paths, and I had to choose which one was right for me.

2 For many of my peers, this decision would have brought about anxiety.
Growing up, we were told by guidance counselors, career advice books, the
news media and others to “follow our passion.” This advice assumes that
we all have a pre-existing passion waiting to be discovered. If we have
the courage to discover this calling and to match it to our livelihood, the
thinking goes, we'll end up happy. If we lack this courage, we'll end up bored

and unfulfilled — or worse, in law school.

3 To a small group of people, this advice makes sense, because they have a clear
passion. Maybe they’ve always wanted to be doctors, writers, musicians and so

on, and can’t imagine being anything else.
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But this philosophy puts a lot of pressure on the rest of us — and demands long
deliberation. If we're not careful, it tells us, we may end up missing our true calling. And
even after we make a choice, we're still not free from its effects. Every time our work
becomes hard, we are pushed toward a career crisis, centered on what for many is an
unanswerable question: “Is this what I'm really meant to be doing?” This constant doubt

generates anxiety and chronic job-hopping.

As I considered my options during my senior year of college, I knew all about this Religion
of Passion and its demands. But I chose to ignore it. The alternative career philosophy that
drove me is based on this simple premise: The traits that lead people to love their work are
general and have little to do with a job’s specifics. These traits include a sense of autonomy
and the feeling that you're good at what you do and are having an impact on the world.

Decades of research on workplace motivation back this up.

These traits can be found in many jobs, but they have to be earned. Building valuable skills
is hard and takes time. For someone in a new position, the right question is not “What is
this job offering me?” but, instead, “What am I offering this job?”

Returning to my story, I decided after only minimal deliberation to go to MIT. True to my
alternative career philosophy, I was confident that all three of my career options could
be transformed into a source of passion, and this confidence freed me from worry about
making a wrong choice. I ended up choosing MIT, mainly because of a slight preference
for the East Coast, but I would have been equally content heading out to Microsoft’s
headquarters near Seattle. Or, with the advance from my first book, I could have settled

down in a quiet town to write.

During my initial years as a graduate student, I certainly didn’t enjoy an unshakable sense
that I had found my true calling. The beginning of doctoral training can be rough. You're not
yet skilled enough to make contributions to the research literature, which can be frustrating.
And at a place like MIT, you're surrounded by brilliance, which can make you question
whether you belong.

Had I believed in the “follow our passion” tradition, I probably would have left during
those first years, worried that I didn’t feel love for my work every day. But I knew that my
sense of fulfillment would grow over time, as I became better at my job. So I worked hard,

and as my competence grew, so did my engagement.

Today, I'm a computer science professor at Georgetown University, and I love my job. The
most important lesson I can draw from my experience is that this love has nothing to do
with figuring out at an early age that I was meant to be a professor. There’s nothing special

about my choosing this particular path. What mattered is what I did once I made my choice.

To other young people who constantly wonder if the grass might be greener on the other
side of the occupational fence, I offer this advice: Passion is not something you follow. It's

something that will follow you as you put in the hard work to become valuable to the world.



Understanding the text

Kl How does the author’s career philosophy lead to his career success? Read the text and
complete the diagram.

The career problem upon my graduation

1 | faced three career paths: a job offer from Microsoft, an acceptance letter from 1)

at the MIT, and the option of becoming 2)

2 Growing up, | was told to “3) ," but the advice only makes sense to the people
with 4)

Reasons for my choice of MIT

1 My career philosophy: The traits that lead people to love their work are 5) and they
have to be earned.

2 | was confident that all my career options could 6) into a source of passion.

3 | have aslight 7) for the East Coast.

My experience at MIT

1 The beginning years at MIT were rough.
e |twas8) for me not to be skilled enough to do research.

e | was surrounded by brilliance, which made me question 9)

2 | worked hard; my 10) both grew.
\

Lessons from my experience

1 My love for my job 11) figuring it out at an early age. What mattered is
12) once | made my choice.

2 Passion is something that will 13) as you work hard to become 14) to
the world.

1 Work in pairs. Read the sentences from the text and discuss the questions.

1

Growing up, we were told ... to “follow our passion.” This advice assumes that we all
have a pre-existing passion waiting to be discovered. (Para. 2)

Will you follow your passion when making a vital decision? Why or why not?

The traits that lead people to love their work are general and have little to do with a
job's specifics. (Para. 5)

Do you agree with the author on this point? Why or why not?

Passion is not something you follow. It's something that will follow you as you put in the
hard work to become valuable to the world. (Para. 11)

Do you agree with the author about passion? Why or why not?

To be or not to be
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Sharpening your skills

p

READING SKILLS \
Unreal conditional

Each grammatical construction in English expresses meaning, just as words in English do. Take the
“unreal conditional” ( JEE L4144 ) structure for example. When a writer wants to talk about
unlikely situations, or conditions contrary to known facts, they will use the verbs in subjunctive
mood ( EE#13ES ). The subjunctive mood often appears in the “unreal conditional” structure.
Unlike the “real conditional” structure which expresses some factual relationship or a possibility in
the future, in the “unreal conditional” structure, the condition expressed in the “if” clause is very
unlikely, or is known to be impossible.

Compare the following sentences to understand the difference between the real conditional and
unreal conditional:

e /f we have the courage to discover this calling and to match it to our livelihood, the thinking
goes, we’ll end up happy. (Para. 2)

e Had I believed in the “follow our passion” tradition, | probably would have left during those first
years, worried that | didn’t feel love for my work every day. (Para. 9)

The former sentence is in indicative mood ( Brix 15 ). We can infer that the condition and
statement are believed to be very likely to happen. The latter is in subjunctive mood, where the
conditional clause is in inverted order. This sentence shows that in fact, “I” didn’t believe in the
tradition, and didn’t leave during the first years.

Read the sentences from the texts and answer the questions.

1 I might not have finished college myself if it hadn’t been for a required class in which | had
little interest. (Para. 3, iExplore 1)
Did the author finish college? Why or why not?

2 If an economics professor valued literature as much as or even more than economics, perhaps
there was some real value in all the reading | was doing outside of class. (Para. 10, iExplore 1)
Did the economics professor value literature? What did the author think of reading literature?

3 And if | could succeed as a literature student, maybe this would lead me in a direction that
might enhance my career prospects. (Para. 10, iExplore 1)

Did the author think he could find a job related to literature after graduation?

4 | ended up choosing MIT, mainly because of a slight preference for the East Coast, but | would
have been equally content heading out to Microsoft's headquarters near Seattle. (Para. 7,
iExplore 2)

Did the author head out to Microsoft's headquarters to work there?

5 Or, with the advance from my first book, | could have settled down in a quiet town to write.
(Para. 7, iExplore 2)

Did the author choose writing as his career?
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Building your language

Words and expressions

Kl Complete the sentences with the words below. Change the form where necessary.

peer deliberation preference
initial brilliance minimal
1 Discovering what you are about and what you really want is the step to

finding a satisfying career.

2 My decision on which university | should choose was made after much

3 pressure is the strong influence that people of our age have on us. It affects
people of all ages, in various aspects of life.

4 She is grateful that her parents discovered her as a musician.
In many industries it is of interest to understand a customer’s and traits so as

to better serve the customer.

6 Though with knowledge of how to write, learners will find it difficult to improve their
writing if they put in effort and take little practice.

1 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the expressions below. You may
need to make other changes.

hand in make sense free ... from back up
bring about putin end up be meant to

1 Concrete examples of your skills are more effective in supporting your claims about
yourself than mere descriptions.

2 When he got an opportunity to get a new job which he thought he was good at, he didn’t
hesitate to submit the resignation to his current employer.

3 The policy carried out recently makes a positive change in the employment of college
students.

4 Learning not to be affected by desires means learning how to stay peaceful.

It has always been difficult to move to the perfect job in one step. So it is reasonable to
map out a career strategy that includes logical job-hopping.

6 You should make more efforts to learn your professional course, or you may fail in the final
exam.

7 He dreamed of doing something great and after years of efforts, he finally became a great
cartoonist.

8 When she discovered that she was practically blind in one eye, she didn’t conclude that she
was doomed to suffer the misfortune. Instead, she decided to fight back.
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Nouns which often go after (a / one's)

sense of:

autonomy

security

fulfillment
relief

humor

achievement

Adjectives which often go before sense:

unshakable

slight

strong
growing

deep

Verbs which often go before sense:

make
give
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feel

have

Collocations

Kl Complete the sentences by choosing suitable words below to
collocate with the italicized words.

follow generate make

draw offer build

1

Understanding some key facts that fear and anxiety
is important for people to understand these emotions and regain
control.

It is worth more careful thought about how we advice
to others, because advice can run from helpful to horrible, and it
can help a relationship or hurt it.

a good career choice is actually about more than
choosing a job; it's about choosing something that will provide you
with the lifestyle you seek.

Even if you're starting with no money and no family resources,
opportunities can open up for you, depending on the skills and
confidence you've

If you want to succeed and reap all the benefits of a fulfilled life,
you should your passion. When you can't go on any
longer, passion can help see you through.

The success and failure in the past makes up our life experience,
from which we can lessons on how best to conduct
ourselves.

Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in brackets into
English, using suitable expressions from the collocation box.

—_

They provided two positions for him to choose from which

(&7 MhEMMmBaERK).

(IR MBFEE R ) when you have
completed an important task.

(fthFH—FsRZIAM AR ) when his idea was
finally accepted and carried out in reality.

In ancient times, (MEFBERXMEARANR),

so that myth was born.

All of her students managed to graduate and found rather decent

jobs. This (IEHhH T ARt ).
A stable and well-paid job (BESBANE
SBIRER).

I like my roommates a lot. (b ARE B )
and always give me valuable advice in a relaxing and cheerful way.




Vocabulary learning strategies

In the text, there are some expressions related to the concept of career, such as “job offer”
(Para. 1) and “job-hopping” (Para. 4). You can scan the QR code to learn more about words
related to career.

Translation
Ell Translate the sentences into Chinese.

1 Once you choose a path to take, that decision comes with necessary next steps and
responsibilities.

2 Companies are more open to failure than they've been in the past. That's why ambitious

young professionals — and women in particular — are encouraged to take calculated risks Tfani!ﬁltion
. . . . . SKills
(TTITAINBS ). The lessons learned will be just as valuable in failure as they would be in

success.

3 Sometimes just quitting a job because it's boring is the wrong thing to do, but thinking
about where you want to be and if you need more education is good planning.

4 We've all hit that point where we can’t figure out exactly what we really want to do with
our lives. It can come when you're 18 or when you're 50, and it's always a difficult process
to work through.

Pl Translate the sentences into English.

1 W&, BERERTHS, N TFREZAGNE, RERRERSEWMBIMRKE,
( you cannot have your cake and eat it; white-collar; pursue )

2 WFRBEAMSHHEARFEMS, SREVEHENKIBEINSAM1IHKE
BEMR RAHR T EXBkEK. (step; dramatic; appropriate )

3 BEBELEEKENAERES, AMEDRBEHETEFRNRAEMRES, N
RiE. M. BB, (living standards; recreational activities )

4 BMFREZITREARBEMK, KEMNPERFRHET FELSTEFTH
%, (reform and openingup)
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UNIT 6

—1 Writing an essay

Unit project

Reflections on my choice of major

The authors of the two texts tell us how they chose their major or future career. One took
his professor’s advice to follow his interest and changed his major. The other took a very
different path by letting passion follow him. How did you decide on your major? Do you
think that you made a good choice?

You have studied in college for several months. After going through some difficulties or
problems, you are more confident in your study. Now you are invited by your senior high school
to share your experience of choosing your major with Grade 3 students who will be choosing
their majors. You will write an essay in which you reflect on how you chose your major and
then give suggestions. The following steps may help you with the project.

ST e

Step1 Recall how you decided on your major

After taking the National College Entrance Examination, one important thing that a high
school graduate needs to do is to choose a major, which can be a life-changing decision.

You may need to think about what factors helped you decide on your major.

Internal factors: External factors:

e my career philosophy ¢ influence of parents, teachers or others
® my interest or passion e preference for a college or a city

e my personality e challenging job market

* my capabilities e scores in the Entrance Examination

e financial shortage



Step 2  Recall your experience of studying the major

After you made your choice in major, you started your major learning which is new to
you. Did you have any difficulty in studying the major in the first year? What difficulties
have you gone through? How did you feel at that time? And what did you do?

Step3  Draw lessons and make suggestions

After reflecting on your choice of major, you should draw some lessons from this
experience and offer some suggestions to help those Grade 3 students in your senior
high school. The following questions may help you.

e Are the factors that helped me decide on my major important? Should the Grade 3
students take them into consideration?

e How should we look on the difficulties we might meet with after we made a choice?

e What is the most important thing in choosing a major?

Step4  Draft and revise your essay

Draft your essay and try to use the expressions you have learned in this unit. When you
have finished, have a peer review of your essay with your partner. Then revise your essay
based on your partner’s feedback. The following checklist can also help you improve
your essay.

Checklist
o !\rl'r?sgovement @

YOU CAN

| [ ] 1 Ihave stated my central idea clearly. UPLOAD YOUR
" | [ ] 2 Ihave developed my essay logically. T,ESESSYNI'%E
"1 [ 3 1Ihave described my feeling and my solution vividly. CS'tIJESHEI |\1A£T|$.R
][] 4 Ihave tried using newly learnt expressions correctly.

" | ] 5 Ihave avoided mistakes in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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economics /,izka'nomiks/ n. [U] the study of the way
in which money and goods are produced and used

&z

literature /'litrot[o/ n. [U] books, plays, poems, etc.
that people think are important and good 3% ; (%
1Efm

She is studying English language and literature at college.

graduation /,gradzu'erfn/ n. [U] the time when you
complete a college or university degree or high
school education (kKZaiH2efg) Hall

After graduation Jayne went to nursing school.

utter /'Ata/ vt. to say sth. it ; i
She sat through the whole meeting without uttering a word.

astonishing /o'stonify/ a. so surprising that it is
difficult to believe & A+41RiFH
His album has sold an astonishing 12 million copies.

immigrant /'imigront/ n. [C] sb. who enters another
country to live there permanently (48k) B R

The city was with a large population of South American
immigrants in the 1800s.

macroeconomic /,makrovitka'nomik/ a. relating to
the economic system of a whole country or large
region (EZFMXA) BRI, BIRZFFH

It implies that the US must cooperate with China on
macroeconomic policies.

prop /prop/ vt. to support sth. by leaning it against
sth. or by putting sth. else under, next to, or behind
iti8--JE - b 2fE R

The painter began by propping a ladder against the house.

slip /slip/

vt. to put sth. somewhere quietly or smoothly 8-/
T (RI%EH) H7E--

Someone slipped a note under my door when I was not at
home.

vi. to go somewhere, without attracting other
people’s attention 7= ; THiEthE

Sarah slipped into the room and locked the door.

snatch /snaet[/ vt to take sth. away from sb. with a
quick, often violent, movement #3<; 38 ; 5

UNIT 6

He snatched the photos out of my hand before I had a
chance to look at them.

throat /Orout/ n. [C] &% WEME ; BBF

pound /paund/ vi. if your heart pounds, it beats very
hard and quickly CUAE) BIZUBkED

Jane felt her heart pounding but forced herself to remain
calm.

debit /'debit/ n. [C] a record of the money that you
have taken out of your bank account 77 ; f£1

The total of debits must balance the total of credits.

credit /'kredit/ n.[C] an amount of money that is put
into sb.’s bank account or added to another amount
BFAEH

The statement of total debits and credits is known as a
balance.

genuine /'dzenjumn/ a. honest, friendly and sincere
HiH; mERN

She seems genuine, but can I trust her?

reverence /'rev(o)rons/ n. [U] (fml.) great respect and
admiration for sb. or sth. 2545 ; &4k

He showed deep reverence for his teacher.

stroll /stroul/ vi. to walk somewhere in a slow relaxed
way 85 185 WilE; iBiA

We strolled on the beach, admiring the magnificent view
of the sea.

resume /ri'zjuzm/ vt. (fml.) to start doing sth. again
after stopping or being interrupted (FRlfizJ5) 4k4E
He stopped to take a sip of water and then resumed
speaking.

stunned /stand/ a. too surprised or shocked to
speak (FERIF. EIRM) HALIER
I am stunned and saddened by the news.

daze /de1z/ n. (in a ~) unable to think clearly, esp.

because you have been shocked, surprised, or hurt
(THEERR. RFHGEM) LFRERS

Survivors were wandering around the scene of the

accident in a daze.

ponder /'ponda/ v. (fml.) to spend time thinking
carefully and seriously about a problem, a difficult
question, or sth. that has happened F41& & ; X2 ;
18

Webber was pondering whether to accept the offer.



diversion /dar'va:zon/ n.[C, U] an enjoyable activity
that you do so that you are not bored JHEi&; #®/&
Everybody needs a diversion, and playing basketball is
mine.

worthwhile /,w3:0'wail/ a. sth. worthwhile deserves
the time, effort, or money you give to it {E51EATE]AY;
BREBIN; EREaE

Seeing him again made all the expenses and efforts
worthwhile.

pursuit /pa‘sju:t/ n. [U] the act of trying to achieve
sth. in a determined way 183K

I was too involved in the pursuit of career success to spend
time with my family.

transfer /trens'fs:/ v. to move from one job, school,
situation,etc. to another; to arrange for sb. to move
(f&) Azn; 7R =%, W (ME)

Helen was transferred from marketing to sales.

journalism /'d33:na,liz(e)m/ n. [U] the job or activity
of writing reports for newspapers, magazines,
television, or radio # &8 L{E; HriEl

He left the medical profession and took to journalism.

embark /im'ba:k/ v. to go onto a ship or a plane, or
to put or take sth. onto a ship or plane ({&) L (7%
B (fE) AR (Rl

We embarked at Liverpool for New York.

faculty /'feeklti/ n. [C, U] all the teachersin a
particular school or college, or in a particular
department of a school or college (EN=. ZhRe)
ZH) 2EHID

Mr. Worden is still on the history faculty.

alumnus /2'1amnas/ n. [C] (pl. alumni) (fml.) a former
student of a school or college K&
Both of her brothers are Cambridge alumni.

obtain /ab'temn/ vt. (fml.) to get sth. that you want,
esp. through your own effort, skill, or work

(THEBIBSHNE . HEsm%E) RE, 55
You have to obtain her parents’ permission before you
take her away.

dismiss /dis'mrs/ vt. to refuse to accept that sth.
might be true or important "5 ; {545 E

We should not dismiss these ideas just because they are
unfamiliar.

significance /sig'niftkons/ n. [U] the importance that
sth. has because it affects other things EZ/4; EEE Y

His work is of great significance to historians.

misdirect / misdo'rekt/ vt. to send sb. or sth. in the
wrong direction or to the wrong place 5875 ; 3[4
B RS

My luggage was misdirected to a different airport.

deepen /'dizpan/ v. to become stronger or greater,
or to make sth. stronger or greater (&) ZZ3&Z1; fN3R
Studying abroad allows young people to deepen their
understanding of other cultures.

creativity / krizer'trvati/ n. [U] the ability to use your
imagination to produce or use new ideas, make
things, etc. Bli&EJ7; Bl

The society needs to encourage creativity and innovation.

liberal arts /,lib(o)ral 'a:ts/ n. [pl.] the areas of
learning which develop sb.’s ability to think and
increase their general knowledge, rather than
developing technical skills SZR

resonate /'rezo,neit/ vi. if sth. such as an eventora
message resonates, it seems important or good to
people, or continues to do this 5] 205

Martin Luther King Jr’s name resonates in the heart of
every American.

Phrases and expressions

prop sth. up to prevent sth. from falling by putting
sth. against it or under it 7%, #1E (E4)
They are trying to prop up the roof.

if it wasn’t / weren’t for sb. / sth. (also if it hadn’t
been for sb. / sth.) used to say who or what
prevents or prevented sth. from happening ERZH
NV =X

If it wasn'’t for the life jacket, I would have drowned.

leaf through to turn the pages of a book quickly,
without reading it thoroughly or carefully 21%%j
The waiting room was full of people leafing through
magazines.

embark on / upon to start sth., esp. sth. new,
difficult, or exciting 7114, &F (JLIEFH. F¥EREHL
NHEIE)

Every year there is a need for housing as young couples
embark on married life.
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believe in to think that sth. is effective or right 1815
AR BE--EH

Some people wear make-up all the time, but I believe

in letting your skin breathe so I always wear as little as
possible.

Proper names

John Barleycorn /'ba:likomn/  {£y%) - B FIRHE)
(AR5 - LBUNR)

Jack London &3z - 163 (1876-1916, =EER)

UC Santa Barbara /'s®nta 'ba:b(a)ro/ MFlERIAF
ZEBERAK (EE)

Los Angeles /lps'zndzalos/ Times {&AZALAHRY
David Kaplan /'kaplon/ &4 - &2 (LK)
UCLA MFIERIAFEMMAR (EE)

Santa Monica College ZERF%r (£H)
Tolstoy /tol'stor/ FL/Rifzz (1828-1910, HEFZR)
Chekhov /'tfekof/ #iFk (1860-1904, HEIEZK)
Dickens /'dikinz/ #XFEHr (1812-1870, ZEER)

Shakespeare /' [eik,spra(r)/ SFEEETE (1564-1616, B
EHRMER. #FA)

Wordsworth /'w3:dzw3:0/ 228y (1770-1850, #
EEA)

IExplore 2

New words

doctoral /'dokt(e)ral/ a. relating to or done as part of work
for the university degree of Doctor i+ (%) §J
Kingston wrote his doctoral dissertation on Romantic
music.

institute /'mstr tju:t/ n. [C] (MNERPHEFRY) YD
Fh HARE

The result of the experiment was released by the Institute
of Cancer Research.

manuscript /'manju,skript/ n. [C] a book or piece of
writing before it is printed F75; J&15; &5
Unfortunately, the original manuscript is no longer complete.
nonfiction /,non'fik n/ n. [U] books, articles, etc.

about real facts or events, not imagined ones 3/t
KXFEm: 5R1ER

144 UNIT 6

I just taught a class at the University of Chicago in
nonfiction narrative writing last semester.

strikingly /'straikipli/ ad. unusually or noticeably
DEM, R, BEE

Her latest novel is strikingly different from her earlier
work.

peer /p1o/ n.[C]sb. who is the same age as you, or
has the same type of job, rank, etc. E#& A ; EZ=; #{1
EI=RPN

Do you think it’s true that teenage girls are less self-
confident than their male peers?

pre-existing /,priiig'zistiy/ a. (only before noun)
(fml.) existing before a particular time or event £F -
FER

Poor health and pre-existing disease can delay healing of
a wound.

livelihood /'larvlihud/ n. [C, U] the way you earn
money in order to live 43t

He earns his livelihood by writing.

unfulfilled / anful'fild/ a. unhappy because you have
not achieved what you want RS2/ 280, NHER
George felt dissatisfied and unfulfilled with his work.

philosophy /f1'lpsofi/ n. [C] the attitude or set of
ideas that guides the behavior of a person or
organization AE#F; £iE (L) /&N

The idea that you should treat others as you would like
them to treat you is a fine philosophy of life.

deliberation /d1,Iiba'rerfn/ n. [C, U] careful
consideration or discussion of sth. 48 ; &&; &Y
After much deliberation, Roy accepted the offer.

premise /'premis/ n. [C](fml.) a statement or idea
that you accept as true and use as a base for
developing other ideas B[{Z

The conclusions in the report were based on a false
premise.

trait /treit/ n. [C] (fml.) a particular quality in sb.’s
character (EAMMEFH) #FME, BR

Does Robinson have any bad traits?

workplace /'wsik plers/ n. [C]the room, building,
etc. where you work T1E37ET

For centuries, women have been fighting against the
discrimination (5241 in the workplace.

minimal /'mmml/ a. very small in degree or amount
(RREHHE) RAK, ROM

The effect of the policy on low-income families will be

minimal.



preference /'pref(s)rons/ n. [sing., U] a greater
interest in or desire for sb. or sth. than sb. or sth. else
RE: B EZ

Do you have any preference as to what kind of coffee we
should order?

content /kon'tent/ a. happy and satisfied [EZH; i#EH
Different from his friends who have gone traveling, he is
content to stay at home and lead a leisure life during the
vacation.

headquarters / hed'kwo:toz/ n. (pl. headquarters) the
main building or offices used by a large organization
/%I\):ZIZB, /EI\/AE_I, /%\j]‘%ﬂ

initial /i'nifl/ a. happening at the beginning of a
plan, process, situation, etc. FHAR; RHIAI

At the initial stage of the project, not everyone had access
to a computer.

unshakable /an'[eikabl/ a. (also unshakeable)
unshakable faith, beliefs, etc. are very strong and
cannot be destroyed or changed (f5#&. %) &~
AIENIER, BEABH

He had a quite unshakable faith in Chinese traditional
values.

rough /raf/ a. difficult and with a lot of problems
FIXERT; SRAEHY; IRERY
Bob had a rough day at school.

brilliance /'briljons/ n. [U] a very high level of
intelligence or skill A&

Her brilliance as a musician can hardly be matched by
her peers.

occupational /,pkju'perfn(s)l/ a. relating to your job
BRAVAY; < FERAVEg

The new policy covers the compensation for occupational
accidents and diseases.

fence /fens/ n. [C] #itt=; EHi=Z; B8

Phrases and expressions

hand in to give sth. to sb. in authority £%5; 1232
The term paper must be handed in by Saturday.

end up to finally be in a particular place or situation
RELT &ERA; L EE

She’ll end up poor if she continues to spend money like
that.

make sense
1 to be a sensible thing to do ZIEH; &FIEE
It may make sense to take professional advice on the

wording of an appropriate letter.
2 to have a meaning that you can easily understand

BEE; AR, #EE
The last paragraph of the novel doesn’t make sense!

be meant to do sth.

1 if you are meant to do sth., you should do it, esp.
because sb. has told you to or because you are
responsible for it (JLEFE A MMM SIRIEIRS) BiZ (w4
m) HE=E

The police are meant to protect people.

2 to be intended to do sth. B (B#) #HEE

My little brother is meant to be a firefighter.

back up to prove sth. is true iFBA; iFk
His opinions are backed up by recent research.

putin to spend time or use energy working or
practicing sth. €% (FfEZE7) MEE (HSEH)
If I put in some hours finishing the paper today, I can
have some time off tomorrow.

Proper names

Microsoft /'maikrousoft/ 3% (EEBEFITENREGHLE
FHEAT )

the East Coast =EF/EFEMX (TIEEEmFN ILE M)
Seattle /s1'atl/ FHEE (EEHT)

Georgetown University FraASE (£E)
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