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UNIT

Set the scene

A long time ago, people communicated without the
Internet. Even longer ago, people communicated without
phones, faxes and had to speak face to face or put pen
to paper. However, with the speedy development of
technology, we have entered the great information age,
also known as the computer age or digital age, where
individuals can transfer and communicate information
freely, and have instant access to information that would
have been difficult or impossible to find in the past.
While some people find new forms of communication
to be highly beneficial, others don’t feel comfortable
using them. Differing attitudes aside, we need to learn
to reap the benefits of the digital age while minimizing
the distraction, alienation, etc. brought about by it.

Learning objectives

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

« talk about various aspects of digital communication
and its impact on modern life;

 use an anecdote to illustrate your point in an
argumentative essay;

 develop an in-depth understanding of different
opinions regarding digital communication and make
your own evaluation of these opinions.

Communication
at your fingertips



The gentleman makes things his servants;
the petty man is servant fo things.

— Xunzi

Reading 1
Is social media the enemy? P187

Reading 2
Why | am not going to buy a cellphone P197

Unit project
Suggestions for a social media app designed
specifically for college students P203



Reading 1

Get ready to read

Picture description

The pictures illustrate Xiaolei — an office lady’s typical morning. Look at the
pictures carefully and describe her activities at 7 a.m., 8 a.m., and 8:30 a.m.

WeChat Moments posts likes comments
WeChat Pay log on WeChat for Desktop

A typical-morning of Xiaolei
powered by WeChat

8 a.m.

Any progress
in sales?
A 10% rise

;
this month!
7am. 8:30 a.m.

(\

A day in my life powered by social media

Do social media apps such as WeChat play an important role in your life, too?
Work in groups and discuss how a typical day of yours involves the use of WeChat
or other social media apps.



1 Two events today, although worlds apart, seem closely tied together. And the bond
between them is as human as it is electronic.

First, on my way to the coffee shop, | got a message from my 10-year-old son, just
saying good morning and letting me know he was going to a birthday party today.
I don’t get to see him all the time. He’s growing up in two houses, as I did." But
recently, I handed down my old iPhone to him so we could communicate with each
other when we’re apart.

The amount of calming satisfaction it gives me to be able to communicate with
my son through technology is undeniable and human. It’s the other side of the “I
don’t care what you ate for breakfast this morning” argument against the mundane
broadcasting of social media. In this case, I absolutely care about this. I’d listen to
him describe a piece of bacon and hang on every word. Is it better than a conversation
with “real words”? No. But is it better than waiting two more days, when the
mundane moment that I long to hear about so much is gone? Definitely yes.

Moments later, | sat down and opened the paper. A piece of news immediately caught
my attention: In China, social media has been used to find lost kids. I’'m reading
about the tears of the family, the rapt attention of the town and country, and I’'m again
marveling at the human side of the Internet.

Notes

1 This sentence implies that the author and his wife were separated or
divorced, and the couple were probably awarded joint custody ( #3#74X )
of their son. Hence, the boy was living in two houses. The author himself
also grew up this way.

Unit 8 Communication at your fingertips
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5 I recently asked my friends the question: “Are social media apps making you feel
closer to people or farther away?” It sparked” a lot of responses and seemed to touch
one of our generation’s exposed nerves. What is the effect of the Internet and social
media on our humanity?

From the outside view, digital interactions appear to be cold and inhuman. The theme
of the responses to my questions seemed to be summed up by my friend Jason, who
wrote, “Closer to people I'm far away from.” Then, a minute later, he wrote, “But
maybe farther from the people I’'m close enough to.” And then he added, “I just got
confused.”

It is confusing. We live in this paradox now, where two seemingly conflicting realities
exist side by side. Social media simultaneously draws us nearer and distances us. But
I think very often, we lament what we miss and forget to admire what we’ve become.
And it is human nature to reject the machine the moment we feel it becoming
ubiquitous. We have seen it with the printing press, moving pictures, television, video
games, just about any other advanced technology that captures our attention. What
romantic rituals of relationship and social interaction will die in the process? Our
hearts want to know.

Notes

"ou

2 When “spark” is used with such nouns as “interest,” “hope,” “curiosity,”
etc., it means “make sb. feel interested, hopeful, curious, etc.”

e.g. The organizers are hoping to spark some interest in young people.




8

10

11

In The New Yorker this week, there’s an article “How the Internet Gets Inside Us.”
The author breaks down a large number of new books on the subject and categorizes
them all into the viewpoints: “the Never-Betters, the Better-Nevers, and the Ever-
Wasers.” In short, there are three groups of people who see the current movement as
good, bad, or normal. But ultimately, the last group is the one best equipped to handle
itall.

Another observation from the coffee shop: Sitting not far from me, five people are
looking at screens, and four people are reading something on paper. And I’'m doing
both. The dynamics in this coffee shop is quite a bit more revealing than any article
or book. Think about the dynamic relationships between physical and digital. People
aren’t giving up long-form reading, considered thinking, or social interaction. They
are just filling all the space between. And even that is not entirely true as I watch the
occasional stare out the window or long glance around the room.

The way people engage with the Internet and social media isn’t like any kind of
interaction we’ve ever seen before. It’s like an intertwining sine wave® that touches in
and out continuously.

The Internet doesn’t steal our humanity; it reflects it. The Internet doesn’t get inside
us; it shows what’s inside us. And social media isn’t cold; it’s just complex and
hard to define. The machine does not control us. It is a tool. Looking through this
lens, perhaps we should re-frame our discussions about technology from how it is
changing us to how we are using it.

Notes

3 Inthat article, the author, Adam Gopnik, defines the “Never-Betters” as
those people that hold humans are on the brink of a new utopia, where
information will be free and democratic. The “Better-Nevers” are defined
as those that think humans would have been better off if the whole thing,
i.e., the Internet, had never happened. The “Ever-Wasers” insist that at
any moment in modernity something like the Internet is going on, and
that a new way of organizing data and connecting users is always thrilling
to some and chilling to others — that something like this is going on is
exactly what makes it a modern moment.

4 A sine wave or sinusoidal wave ( EiZ#h%k ————"——)is a
mathematical curve that describes a smooth periodic oscillation (#£z1). A
sine wave is a continuous wave.




Read and understand

Global understanding
Read the passage and complete the summary with information from the passage.

As social media becomes increasingly popular, it has 1) different
responses from people. While some are optimistic or regard it as 2) , others
have become concerned about how it affects relationships and social 3)
Meanwhile, many are also uncertain whether social media draws people closer or

4) them. As for the author, he is grateful that devices such as smartphones
help him communicate with his son when they are 5) and is happy that
the Internet can help people in trouble. Moreover, based on his observation, he finds that the
way people 6) with the Internet and social media is both

7) and complex. Viewing social media as a tool, he suggests people pay
more attention to how they use it rather than how they are 8) by it.

Detailed understanding
Read the passage again and choose the best way to complete the unfinished statements.

1. Some people are opposed to the mundane postings on social media because
A. they often find the content offensive
B. they are not interested in others’ lives
C. they consider it an invasion of privacy
D. they prefer a conversation with “real words”
2. The question the author posed to his friends (Para. 5)
A. could be answered quite easily
B. hit araw nerve in many people
C. triggered a storm of public debate

D. touched upon people’s fear of change



. People worry about losing in the age of social media.

A. their chance to find romantic love

B. their ability to make sound judgments

C. some romantic rituals of relationship

D. some old but important social skills

. The article in The New Yorker (Para. 8)

A. compares different lifestyles in the digital age

B. reviews some new books on the effects of the Internet

C. criticizes all three schools of thought regarding the Internet
D. examines how much people dislike using the Internet

. The author’s observation of the dynamics in the coffee shop convinced him that
A. social media had negative effects on concentration

B. many had stopped considered thinking

C. people enjoyed observing their surroundings

D. social media was just part of people’s lives

. At the end of the passage, the author suggests

A. people hold more discussions about social media

B. people try harder to define social media

C. people have more faith in their humanity

D. people think more about how they use technology

Unit 8 Communication at your fingertips
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Read and think

Evidence of the argument

Step

Q)

Step

()

Your attitude toward technology

Step

Q)

Step

(@)

In the passage, the author puts forward five sub-arguments to prove that
social media is not the enemy of humanity. Match each sub-argument with the

specific piece of evidence that supports it.

1. People have always worried about what
they could lose due to new technology.

2. Complexity is an important feature of
human interaction with the Internet.

3. Social media helps shorten the distance
between those far from each other.

4. Social media is often used to fill in
the periods between activities such
as reading.

5. Social media can be used to help
those who are in need.

e The author’s observation of
people in the coffee shop

Objections to inventions
e such as printing press and
television

e The newspaper report
about lost kids

Q Jason’s responses to the
author’s question

e The author’s communication
with his son

Do you find the above evidence convincing? Why or why not? If you were to
provide evidence for these arguments, what would you use?

In the passage, the author quotes an article in The New Yorker, which classifies
viewpoints on new technology as “the Never-Betters, the Better-Nevers, and the
Ever-Wasers.” Work in pairs and tell each other which type of viewpoint you hold.

In the passage, the author claims that the “Ever-Wasers” are “the one best
equipped to handle it all.” Do you agree with his viewpoint? Share your
opinion with your partner and offer specific reasons to justify your belief.



Read and practice

Synonyms

Replace the italicized words in the sentences with words from the passage.

Elderly people often feel lost in today’s world of electronic communication.

My morning routine includes reading the newspaper while | drink my coffee.

Some believe that, eventually, social media will replace face-to-face communication.
Teachers complained that students wasted too much of their in-class time checking social media.
Thanks to technology, space can no longer keep loved ones separated like before.

o gk~ whE

There are online tools that help simplify the complicated medical language for patients.

Word building

Complete the sentences with the proper form of the words given.

1. So far my laptop has been working fine except for disconnection from
Wi-Fi. (occasion)

2. Some new tools help users post content on multiple social media sites.
(simultaneous)

3. Social media postings offered some insights into this social problem.
(reveal)

4. T’ve recently made a quite interesting about people’s use of cellphones.
(observe)

5. There are views on the effects smartphones have on study. (conflict)

6. The lack of cyber security left many phone users’ data in a(n) position.
(expose)

7. There are reasons why communication is important in a marriage. (deny)

8. I'have never had the feeling that digital interactions are and cruel. (human)

Collocations

Correct the mistakes in the collocations in the sentences.

1. Some social media apps can help strengthen the bond with people.

2. The question on social media addiction can be broken up into two parts.

3. | checked the emails, made several phone calls, wrote my paper on the computer — for
short, it was a very busy night.

4. | have been wondering if | should hand in my old cellphone to my daughter.

5. She used to hang on to every word of his text messages.

6. Reading all those arguments for social media, he decided not to buy his son a cellphone.
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Banked cloze

Complete the passage with suitable words from the word bank. You may not use any
of the words more than once.

apps audience beneficial bond devices
dynamic ignore intend interaction obsessed
revealing tend ubiquitous undeniable viewer

The cellphone has completely changed the way we communicate. It’s changed almost

everything about us: The way we engage with one another, the way we market brands and
ourselves, etc. To all of us it seems like social media apps have been 1)
for quite some time. We’ve become so 2) with this new and advanced

technology that we’ve pretty much forgotten how to communicate with each other face to face.
This isa(n) 3) fact in the world today that we simply cannot
4)

I’ve been taking some steps to keep face-to-face communication 5) for
myself. | urge you to do the same. This will be 6) for more than one
reason. You will be able to speak your mind a lot easier, feel more comfortable in front of a(n)

7 , and express your feelings in a better way than through texts. The best
way to create the 8) between people is through face-to-face

9) . Verbal instead of written. Feeling someone else’s emotions is nothing
like reading about them on a cellphone. When you speak your mind out loud, more people
10) to listen to and remember you.

Read and translate

Translate the sentences into English.

1. FIEED b P A SR AU AT 20 28RS, AR I i B — e e [ P R 1 4
38 2J M. (categorize)

o B EE N TN, AMERT, LT A XA T R TR T . (lament)

3. NP AARTEH— TAWE? AL 2 fE BRI TR R AL B ARl (equip)

4, JXECTANATER 8 R A T H AR sk, BT 1R E R R WG 1) . R 2R ML
3% . (ubiquitous, revealing, dynamic)

5. ORI v [ HL L B e s A S AR S AR ST VT C AR . (engage with)

6. E AR S 2R S ARSI A S 2, B S @R M 2% Sk, (long to)



Read and write

Use anecdotes to illustrate your point

In argumentative writing, in order fo make ideas more convincing, writers sometimes use
an anecdote, i.e., a short story based on their personal experience. Effective anecdotes
are brief, descriptive, and relevant:

e The anecdotes you choose to share in an argumentative essay should be fairly short
in order to keep your readers’ attention. Short stories also ensure that you still have
space to thoroughly address a topic. To stay brief, remember that it's unnecessary to
tell a story from beginning to end. Instead, focus on the most important event while
providing just enough context for it to make sense to your readers.

e When including anecdotes, you should also use descriptive writing. You want your
readers to be able to use the detail in your essay fo paint an image in their mind.

e Be sure that the anecdote you choose to include in your essay is relevant. While the
story you describe might be funny or interesting, if it does not address the topic or
further the point you are making, it will only be considered a distraction.

Step  In Paragraphs 2 and 3, the author uses an experience of his own to illustrate

<1> how social media benefits people who are apart. Now read these two
paragraphs again and analyze the effectiveness of this anecdote in terms of
whether it is brief, descriptive, and relevant. Share your view with a partner.

Step  In the passage, the author argues that people are worried that some romantic

<2> rituals of relationship and social interaction might die in the age of social
media. Personally, do you think letter-writing is going to disappear in the age
of social media? What anecdote(s) would you use to back up your point of
view? Brainstorm in groups and evaluate your ideas according to the principle
of being relevant.

Step  Write an essay of no less than 80 words on the topic “Will letter-writing

<3> disappear in the age of social media?” Include in your essay an anecdote that
you have discussed, or come up with a new one, to illustrate your point. Bear
in mind the principles of being brief and descriptive.

Unit 8 Communication at your fingertips
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landline n. £k HLi%

sophisticated a.
SR

privilege n. £

Reading 2

Get ready to read

Watch for information

Watch a video clip and find out how living without a cellphone for a whole week is
like for a group of four young people. Pay attention to the difficulties or troubles not
having a cellphone caused them and the things they learned from this experience,

and complete the table with information from the video clip.

MQ29Q

FOUR PEOPLE TRY LIVING
WITHOUT A CELLPHONE FOR A WEEK

Troubles caused by not having a phone

Things learned from the experience

She had nothing to keep her

Girll 1) without a phone
at a party.
When he made a wrong turn, he had

Guy 1 touseatiny 2) to
figure out how to correct it.

. She couldn’t use an

Girl 2 .
3) without her phone.
He had to ask for favors to use a

Guy 2

4)

Watch and discuss

She learned to 5)
the privilege that comes with having a
cellphone.

His 6)
more sophisticated.

became

The experience made her
7) the world
again.

He was a lot more
8) with his
time.

Have you ever tried living without your cellphone for an extended period of time,
like one day or even longer? If yes, what is that experience like? If no, can you
imagine the biggest inconvenience not having a cellphone would cause? Share

your experience or opinion with a partner.



1

Why | am not going
to buy a cellphone

It is perhaps rebellious and a little old-fashioned when someone insists on using their
flip phone and refuses a smartphone. Refusing both kinds of phones is viewed as totally
insane, especially if the person refusing was born after the 1980s. But I’ve never had a
cellphone and I’'m not going to get one. I have several reasons, and they are good ones.

The first is cost. No cellphone means no monthly bill, no possibility of an upgrade,
no taxes, and no roaming charges. The second is concern for the environment. The
manufacture of mobile phones, the power they consume, and the energy used to transmit
calls and access the Internet all produce significant CO, emissions. The idea that
cellphones are good only for a couple of years is widespread, increasing the number of
phones that end up in landfills and let out toxic heavy metals into the soil and water.

The decisive reason, however, for me to refuse a cellphone is the opposite of everyone
else’s reason for having one: I do not want the ability to communicate with anyone
anytime and anywhere. Cellphones put their users constantly on call, constantly available,
and as much as' that can be liberating or convenient, it can also be an overwhelming
burden. The burden comes in the form of feeling an obligation to individuals and events
that are physically elsewhere. Anyone who has checked their phone during a face-to-face
conversation understands the temptation to respond immediately. And anyone who has
been talking to someone who has checked their phone understands the problem it causes.

Communicating with someone who is not physically present also forces the mind to
separate from the body. We see this, for example, in the well-known and ubiquitous
dangers of texting® while driving, but also in more mundane experiences: friends
or lovers ignoring each other’s presence in favor of their Facebook feeds®; people

Notes

1 Here the expression “(as) much as” is used to express a contrast between one
clause and another, meaning “even though; although.” The sentence means:
Although the ability to communicate with anyone anytime and anywhere can
be liberating or convenient, it can also be an overwhelming burden.

2 Here "text” is used as a verb, meaning “send sb. a written message on a
mobile phone.”

e.g. Kids seem to prefer texting non-stop these days.

3 Here "feed” is used as a noun, meaning “a special feature on a blog,
news website, social networking website, etc. that allows you to see new
information without having to visit the website.”
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broadcasting their entertainment, their meals, and their passing* thoughts to all who
will bear witness; parents capturing their daughter’s ballet performance on their
phones rather than watching it live.

5 The intrusive effects of cellphones have significant implications for our relationships
with the self and with others. Truly knowing and understanding others requires
patience, risk, empathy, and affection, all of which are made impossible by cellphones.
Cellphones also interfere with contemplation, the activity which 1 think is essential for
living a good life. Avoiding a cellphone allows, for me, space to think and so enables
a richer, more fulfilling way of life. With fewer tasks to perform and preferences to
satisfy, life slows to a pace compatible with contemplation and gratitude.

6 A cellphone-free® life not only helps to liberate the mind, but also the body. The
ancient Greek philosopher Anaxagoras believes that “It is by having hands that man
is the most intelligent of animals.” We can be pretty sure that Anaxagoras was not
anticipating the invention of smartphones. On the contrary, refusing a cellphone
enables one to use one’s hands to carry out meaningful activities (playing the piano,
or reading a book) in such a way that one is fully absorbed in those activities, so that
they reach their height of meaning.

7 Of course, it’s true that cellphones can be used responsibly. We can shut them off or simply
ignore the incoming text. But this takes extraordinary willpower. According to a recent Pew
survey, 82 percent of Americans believe that cellphone use in social situations more often
hurts than helps conversation, yet 89 percent of cellphone owners still use their phones in
those situations. Refusing a cellphone guarantees that I won’t use it when I shouldn’t.

8 The original meaning of “connect” indicated a physical relationship — a binding or
fastening together. But now we apply this word to our cellphone communication. Yet
the “connections” are unreal; our words and thoughts reach the upper regions of space

next to the cell tower while our devices disconnect us from those with

p

— . whom we share space. Even though we have two hands, I’m convinced
that you can’t hold a cellphone and someone else’s hand at the same time.

Notes

4 Here “passing” is used
to modify a thought that
is short and not very
serious. “Passing” can
also be used to modify a
feeling, interest, etc.

5 “-free” is a suffix used in
adjectives and adverbs,
meaning “without sth.
that you do not want.”




Read and understand

Global understanding

Read the passage and complete the outline with information from the passage.

Introduction

lamnotgoingto —  Reason 2: Concern for the 1)
buy a cellphone.

— Reason 1: Cost

L Reason 3:
Do not want the ability to communicate with anyone

2) and 3)
e It could be a(n) 4) . Counter-argument
|t forces the 5) to separate Cellphones can be used
from the 6) : — 10) ,
e It has impacts on our 7) but most of us lack the
with the self and with others. 11) to
It occupies our mind and body so that we cannot do so.
do 8) activities and live a
richer and more 9) life.
|
Conclusion

Cellphone communication cannot result in real
12)

Detailed understanding

Read the passage again and decide whether the statements are true (T) of false (F).

1.

The author believes that people born after the 1980s can understand his decision of
not using a cellphone.

Parents nowadays are so absorbed in their kids’ live performance that they forget to
record it on their phones.

The author believes that cellphones make people lose their patience and empathy.

4. According to the author, a slow life pace and contemplation go together.

The Greek philosopher Anaxagoras held that using hands contributed greatly to
human intelligence.

6. Undivided attention is a must for activities such as reading to be meaningful.

7. The majority of Americans believe cellphones help move conversations along.

8. The original meaning of “connect” was to join physical items together.
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Read and think

Identify evidential support

An argumentative essay requires well-researched, accurate, detailed, and current
information to support its thesis statement. Read the passage and decide whether the
following types of evidence are provided by the author. Check (v') those chosen and
then find specific examples from the passage to illustrate them.

A. quotations

anecdotes

statistical evidence

facts or observations

moow

expert opinions

Evaluate opposing viewpoints

Step  In Passage A, different viewpoints on new technology were labeled as “the
<1> Never-Betters, the Better-Nevers, and the Ever-Wasers.” Which of these
labels would you use to describe the author of Passage B? Why?

Step  The two passages in this unit present two opposing views regarding

<2> cellphones and social media. Which of these two viewpoints do you agree with
more? Discuss in groups and give specific reasons or examples to illustrate
your point.



Read and practice

Meaning in context

Choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C, and D to complete the
sentences.

1. The production of electronic devices such as cellphones may generate toxic

A. transmissions B. admissions C. emissions D. commissions
2. This will be a(n) step in strengthening network security.

A. exclusive B. decisive C. intrusive D. respective
3. Helen chose a cheap cellphone plan to reduce her financial

A. load B. obligation C. worry D. burden
4. The number of amazing smartphones available at the moment is a massive

for Paul.

A. contemplation B. temptation C. anticipation D. affection
5. The constant ringing of her cellphone with her study.

A. interfered B. interrupted C. disturbed D. bothered
6. Good cellphone habits are for high productivity at study.

A. compatible B. essential C. effective D. influential
7. In his opinion, nursing is one of the most careers.

A. touching B. fulfilling C. moving D. pleasing
8. Deleting some gaming apps that | will not waste my time playing.

A. guarantees B. convinces C. anticipates D. promises

Word building

Complete the sentences with antonyms of the words in brackets. -
1. All these useless pre-installed apps are driving me (sane).

Some adjectives and verbs

2. This new type of cellphone is environmentally friendly as it is made mostly can be transformed into

of (toxic) materials. their antonyms by adding

3. Ididn’t finish the video conference because my phone got negative prefixes like
) ) A\Y III A\ ’Il A\Y d ’II A\ _‘Il
(connected) from the hotel Wi-Fi. unene el . or non Y
For example, "complete” is

4. Icouldn’t (fasten) my coat because | was holding two changed into its antonym

phones in my hand. “incomplete,” and “do” is
5. Quite a few new apps are (compatible) with my phone. | fh“;‘gfd LS G077

undo.

probably need to get a new one.
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Additional
translation skills

202

Language in use

Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese in brackets into English.

1. Since he conducted most of his business on his phone, he showed
(K- fR KA FEE ) the security of his personal information.
2. Cellphone makers should develop technology that can prevent distracted driving, because
they (X4 34T ) the safety of their users.
3. Areyou ( % #F) banning cellphones in class?
4. The communication satellite is (H-eeeeardh) dits
launcher.
5. Anew study is being (k& ) on the effects of

extensive use of smartphones on human body.

6. — I suppose your daughter likes her new cellphone.

— (154441 ), she prefers the old one.
7. Please ( =M THL ) before the exam starts.
8. China Mobile ("5 ) its ability to continuously

improve customer service.

Read and translate

Translate the sentences into Chinese.

1.

N

The Chinese government insists on conducting independent research on communications
technology.

Not many Chinese parents believe that their kids have the willpower to use cellphones
moderately.

The invention of social media apps such as WeChat has profound implications for the way
Chinese people communicate with each other.

It is undeniable that some Chinese parents are more absorbed in their smartphones than
their kids.

This disused telephone booth bore witness to the development of mobile communications
in China.

Handwritten letters are disappearing because they are no longer compatible with the
quickened pace of life.



Unit project

Present a proposal

Suggestions for a social media app designed
specifically for college students

Though it does cause troubles to the users,
social media has become indispensable to
modern life. Now, suppose a new social
media app is being designed specifically
for college students and the designers are
asking for your suggestions. It is both the
designers’ and your wish that the app can
help you use social media reasonably,
keep it from becoming a distraction, and
aid you in your study.

Step

Q)

Step

®

Step

®

Step

@

Learn about your classmates’ use of social media

Work in groups of three or four and conduct a survey of social media use in your
class. Ask at least four students not in your group the following questions.

e How much time do you spend using social media per day on average?

e What are the biggest problems social media has caused you?

Do you think social media could facilitate study? Why or why not?

You may also ask other questions related to social media use.

Give suggestions on app functions

Based on the findings of your survey, discuss in groups the functions you want this
new app to have. Bear in mind that the app should help you make better use of social
media and also function as an aid to the life and study of college students.

Prepare a proposal

Prepare a short proposal based on your survey findings and discussion and get ready
to present it to the class.

Present your proposal and vote for the best functions

Present your proposal to the class. After the presentation, the whole class votes for the
top three functions.
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Reading 1

New words

undeniable /,and1'narabl/ a.
definitely true or certain A 7RIk ; JoAT Ak
e.g. The link between poverty and bad health is
undeniable.
mundane /,;man'dein/ a.
ordinary and not interesting or exciting ~F- )L ; F
WIY; ZRIY
e.g. The mundane task of setting the table can be
fun on holidays.
* bacon /'berkon/ n. [U] @M ; H%A
rapt /raept/ a.
(written) so interested in sth. that you do not notice
anything else & 51E19; L.OEGER
e.g. She listened to the speaker with rapt attention.
* marvel /'ma:zvl/ v.
feel or express great surprise or admiration at sth.,
esp. sb.’s behavior ( JLFEXMARIITH ) ST 5
B e
e.g. I marvel at my mother’s ability to remain calm in
crisis.
* app lepl n. [C] AR ; B HFA
* expose /ik'spauz/ vt.
1) put sb. in a situation where they are not protected
from sth. dangerous or unpleasant ffi Z&#% ( Tk
B MES (k) 4
e.g. The report revealed that workers had been
exposed to high levels of radiation.
2) show sth. that is usu. covered or hidden 2% ; #%
Hh 8 2 B R R P )
e.q. He lifted his T-shirt to expose a scar across his chest.
exposed /1k'spavzd/ a.
1) not protected from attack JCffr i ; %2 et
e.g. These developments leave the company in an

exposed position.
2) not protected from the weather JCiiiz (1 ; A+4
JAURR )

e.qg. This side of the garden is exposed to wind.
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* nerve /n31v/ n.

1) [C] any of the long threads that carry messages
between the brain and parts of the body, enabling
you to move, feel pain, etc. #i2:

e.g. She was diagnosed with a rare condition which
affected the nerves in her back.

2) (~s) [pl.] feelings of worry or anxiety #1255k ;
FBIEAZ

e.g. Sean drank a large glass of brandy to calm his nerves.

* humanity /hju:'manati/ n. [U]

1) the state of being human rather than an animal or
machine AfE

e.g. When we’re in touch with our common
humanity, we remember that feelings of
disappointment are universal.

2) people in general A; A2 (EFK)

e.g. We want a clean environment for all humanity.

*interaction /,mtor'ekfn/ n. [C, U]

1) (~ with / between / among) the activity of talking
to other people, working together with them, etc.
e.g. The researchers watch through a two-way mirror
the interaction between mother and child in a small
room.

2) a process by which two or more things affect
each other fHE 5 ; AHEAEM

e.qg. Price is determined through the interaction of
demand and supply.

inhuman /m'hjurmoen/ a.

1) lacking any human qualities in a way that seems
strange or frightening (#&5 . 24iin ) =T AJH
e.g. | quit this inhuman job. | don’t want to work for
a machine.

2) very cruel or without any normal feelings of pity
BRAR); ORISR

e.g. The prisoners had suffered inhuman treatment.

* confuse /kon'fjuzz/ vt.

make sb. feel that they cannot think clearly or do
not understand {E ;8 (FEA ) FEILR

e.g. I understand the text but the diagrams are
confusing me.

confusing /kon'fjuiziy/ a.

unclear and difficult to understand 4> AR 21y 45
HWIATERY; MERERY



e.g. The road signs were very confusing and we
ended up getting lost.

* seemingly /'siiminli/ ad.
in a way that appears to have a particular quality
when this may or may not be true & I-2s; i k;
HAUL T
e.g. The new minister was faced with a seemingly
impossible task.

* conflicting / kon'fliktin/ a.
conflicting ideas, beliefs, opinions, etc. cannot exist
together or both be true (#8375, 0. WA%E) wh
R, FIEM
e.qg. It can be difficult to balance the conflicting
demands for our time.

lament /la'ment/ vt.
1) express annoyance or disappointment about sth.
that you think is unsatisfactory or unfair #f24%
e.g. He lamented that people had expected too
much of him.
2) express feelings of great sadness about sth.

(Jgee-) 3890, JmfE

e.g. The nation lamented the death of its great leader.

ubiquitous /ju:'bikwitos/ a.
(fml.) seeming to be everywhere — sometimes used
humorously LT TCAEATERY (A7 I AR T )
e.g. He is as recognizable and as ubiquitous as the
celebrities he photographs.

* advanced /od'va:nst/ a.
very modern St i)
e.g. Modern armies consist of fewer soldiers and
more advanced weapon systems.

* capture /'kaept [o/ vit.
1) (~sb’s imagination / attention, etc.) make sb. feel
very interested in sth. 5 E3EAMG; W5 ESE
e.qg. His stories of foreign adventure captured my
imagination.
2) catch a person and keep them as a prisoner {%/5;
A
e.g. Government troops have succeeded in capturing
the rebel leader.

* category /'keetag(@)ri/ n. [C]
a group of people or things that are all of the same
type 25515 Fhs; Jul;

e.g. Seats are available in ten price categories.

categorize /'kaetigo,raiz/ vt.
(BrE categorise) put people or things into groups
according to the type of person or thing they are
PO RS I ) T (A S E-S
e.g. The population is categorized according to age,

sex, and social group.
* viewpoint /'vjuz,pamt/ n. [C]
a particular way of thinking about a problem or
subject Wsi; FHik; DL
e.g. From a practical viewpoint, I'd advise you not to go.
* equip /i'kwip/ vt.
1) give sh. the information and skills that they need
to do sth. fiAHESs; (EREIIEIE
e.g. We equip students with the skills they will need
once they leave college.
2) provide a person or place with the things that are
needed for a particular kind of activity or work %%
75 BiRs
e.g. They spent a lot of money equipping the school
with new computers.
* observation /,pbza'verfn/ n.
1) [C] sth. that you notice when watching sb. / sth.
JUEZSAE S
e.g. Some interesting observations emerged from
this research.
2) [C, U] the process of watching sb. / sth. carefully
for a period of time M%¢; Hal; WA
e.g. Most information was collected by direct
observation of the animals’ behavior.
* dynamic /dar'namik/
n.
(~s) [pl.] the way in which things or people behave,
react, and affect each other zhZs; (FHA ) HE
YERR 75X
e.g. He did research on group dynamics and
leadership styles.
a.
1) continuously moving or changing Wi ah17 ;
AN ZhASHY
e.g. These countries are characterized by highly
dynamic economies.
2) full of energy and new ideas, and determined to
succeed K5 iFeiliny; A EIHEARRY ;s ETERIIH)
e.g. We're looking for someone positive and dynamic.
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* revealing /r1'vi:lip/ a.
a remark or event that is revealing shows you sth.
interesting or surprising about a situation or sb.’s
character #55% FUAHIY ; 48R N )
e.g. The document provided a revealing insight into
the way government works.

* occasional /o'kerzn()l/ a.
(only before noun) happening sometimes but not
often or regularly /K9 ; RZE R
e.g. He spent five years in Paris, with occasional visits
to Italy.

intertwine /,mta'twarn/ v.
1) if two things intertwine, or if they are
intertwined, they are twisted together (fifi ) %i%%;

(fff) sc8UE—if

e.g. He told us a story in which the present and the
past intertwined.
2) if two situations, ideas, etc. are intertwined, they
are closely related to each other (fii) (Ja#, WA
G ) B
e.g. Her fate intertwined with his.

* continuously /kan'tijuasli/ ad.
without a pause or interruption fF4z; A [a] Wi
e.g. He has lived and worked in France almost
continuously since 1990.

*lens /lenz/ n. [C] (FEAIHLAY ) Bisk

* re-frame /rr'frerm/ vt.
frame or express (words, or a concept or plan)
differently 4> ftlE (kL ) CiFiE . BESSITR)
e.g. She is trying to re-frame the debate about the
care of children in need.

Phrases and expressions

worlds apart

completely different in attitudes, opinions, etc.
(WA, BEESE) A RIEZ S

e.g. On the surface, they look the same. But in
reality, they are worlds apart.

hand down
give or leave sth. to people who will live after you
fedy (R0
e.g. The ring was handed down to her from her
grandmother.
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hang on sb.’s every word / words
pay close attention to everything sb. is saying fiiir
(TER) HENG—AF UTE
e.g. She was watching him, hanging on his every word.
long to do sth.
want sth. very much, esp. when it seems unlikely to
happen soon /&3 ;
e.g. These were the words she had secretly longed to
hear.
touch / hit a (raw) nerve
mention sth. that makes sb. upset, angry, or
embarrassed, esp. accidentally ( JoHgJe.Coib ) il
TR, fih B AL
e.g. You touched a raw nerve when you mentioned
his first wife.
sum up
show the most typical qualities of sh. / sth., esp. in
a few words @i 5 2 ; MG
e.g. For me, the novel summed up the major
problems of human existence.
break down
separate sth. into smaller parts so that it is easier to
do or understand #4535 -2 A TE S (LI (R
il B )
e.g. The question can be broken down into two parts.
in short
used when you want to give the main point of sth.
MIMHEZ; b
e.g. His novels belong to a great but vanished age.
They are, in short, old-fashioned.
engage with
become involved with and try to understand sb. /
sth. 5. @ BYIR R RIjH#%
e.g. Are you so tired that you don’t have the energy
to engage with your kids?

Proper names
The New Yorker {A124% ) ( SEEFIR, CL3%

LRRIRE)



Reading 2

New words

cellphone /'sel,foun/ n. [C]
(BrE mobile phone) B3 i%; FHL

* rebellious /r1'beljas/ a.
deliberately not obeying people in authority or rules
of behavior B ; RHR®; AT
e.g. Her teachers consider her a rebellious, trouble-
making girl.

* old-fashioned /,ould 'fafnd/ a.
not considered to be modern or fashionable
anymore IH=UR); E0H; iy
e.g. His idea is regarded as rather old-fashioned.

flip phone /'flip ,foun/ n. [C] #Hz5 FHL

* insane /in'seIn/ a.
(infml.) completely stupid or crazy, often in a way
that is dangerous B ZEAY; KT
e.g. For some insane reason he decided to do the
whole journey in one day.

* monthly /'man6li/ a.
(only before noun) used to talk about the total
amount of sth. that is received, paid, measured, or
calculated in a month ¥ H 55495 A H
e.g. Summers are hot here, with monthly average
temperature above 30°C.

* possibility /,ppsa'bilati/ n. [C, U]
if there is a possibility that sth. is true or that sth. will
happen, it might be true or it might happen 7] fig; Al ENE:
e.g. There is always a possibility that he might go
back to Seattle.

* upgrade /'ap,grexd/ n. [C, U]
the act of making a computer, machine, or piece of
software better and able to do more things (1841,
Blds . BPFRY ) THR
e.g. The upgrade to the latest version costs $395.

roaming /'rovmin/ n. [U]
the process that a mobile phone uses when it is in
a different country or area from usual, and has to
connect to a different network ( F#L) i2ijf

* transmit /trenz'mit/ v.
send out electronic signals, messages, etc. using

radio, television, or other similar equipment &%,
Kk, Bk (BT ES. (HES)

e.g. The system transmits information over digital

phone lines.
* emission /i'mifn/ n. [C, usu. pl.]
a gas or other substance that is sent into the air HEjit
Y WY
e.g. The government has decided to clean up
industrial emissions.
landfill /'leend, f1l/ n.
1) [C] a place where waste is buried under the
ground J& sy iHI
2) [U] the practice of burying waste under the ground,
or the waste buried in this way JEF-¥I030E ; U Ry
3
* toxic /'toksik/ a.
containing poison, or caused by poisonous
substances A #EfY; HIAFE TS Y
e.g. Toxic chemicals have been spilled into the river
for the past three months.
* decisive /di'sarsiv/ a.
an action, event, etc. that is decisive has a big effect
on the way that sth. develops DesE kR ; Sk
e.qg. It is the chief executive’s opinion that is
ultimately decisive.
anytime /'eni,taim/ ad.
at a time that is not fixed f£{r] fsf fi%
e.g. They should arrive anytime between noon and 3 p.m.
* liberate /'liba,rert/ vt.
free sh. from feelings or conditions that make their
life unhappy or difficult fff [ fy; {455 A4
e.g. Writing poetry liberated her from the routine of
everyday life.
* overwhelming / ouva'welmin/ a.
having such a great effect on you that you feel
confused and do not know how to react ¥t AHTHE f;
A NAHIITHE Y
e.g. She felt an overwhelming desire to tell someone
about what had happened.
* burden /'bs:dn/ n. [C]
sth. difficult or worrying that you are responsible
for H4H; fifH
e.qg. His family responsibilities have started to become
a burden.
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* temptation /temp'terfn/ n. [C, U]
(~ to do sth.) a strong desire to have or do sth. even
though you know you should not 51i%; %=
e.g. Resist the temptation to buy the item until
you're certain you need it.

* presence /'prezns/ n. [U]
when sh. / sth. is present in a particular place H:#;
25 e
e.g. Your presence is requested at the club meeting
on Friday.

* witness /'witnas/ n. [C]
sb. who sees a crime, accident, or other event and
can describe what happened ( JEZE . Fil. FHH)
Hidir
e.g. According to witnesses, the thief escaped
through the bedroom window.

* intrude /in'truzd/ vi.
interrupt sbh. or become involved in their private
affairs, in an annoying and unwanted way #T4t; ¥
e.g. Would I be intruding if | came with you?

intrusive /m'truzsiv/ a.
affecting sb’s private life or interrupting them in an
unwanted and annoying way T#1; FTHLHY
e.g. Some residents of the island found the presence
of the film crew too intrusive.

* patience /'perfns/ n. [U]
the ability to continue waiting or doing sth. for a
long time without becoming angry or anxious (¥
LA LAY ) TC
e.g. Teaching children with special needs requires
patience and understanding.

empathy /'empabi/ n. [U]
the ability to understand other people’s feelings and
problems [Flf; [F/g; Shng
e.g. The nurse should try to develop empathy
between herself and the patient.

* affection /o'fekfn/ n. [U, sing.]
a feeling of liking or love and caring 5% ; #h%&; %%
e.g. She looked back on those days with affection.

* contemplation /, kontem'plerfn/ n. [U]
quiet serious thinking about sth. JLiE; A8, ERAH
e.g. The monks spend an hour on contemplation
each morning.
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* essential /1'senfl/ a.
(~ for / to) extremely important and necessary #H:
HER); AN

e.g. It is becoming almost essential for students to

learn a second language.

* fulfil [fol'fil/ vt.
if you fulfil a hope, wish, or aim, you achieve the
thing that you hoped for, wished for, etc. 328 ( %
HOEE. HR%)
e.qg. Visiting Disneyland has fulfilled my boyhood
dream.

fulfilling /ful'f1lip/ a.
making you feel happy and satisfied because you
are doing interesting, useful, or important things
A NIHTERY
e.g. Each of these courses is academically challenging
and personally fulfilling.

* compatible /kom'paetabl/ a.
able to exist or be used together without causing
problems AT ALAER); ATRATHY
e.g. Are measures to protect the environment
compatible with economic growth?

* gratitude /'graetr, tjuid/ n. [U]
the feeling of being grateful g ( Z14% )
e.g. I would like to express my gratitude to everyone
for their hard work.

Greek /gri:k/ a.
relating to Greece, its people, or its language 7 iff
B RSN A iEE R

* anticipate /en'tisi,pert/ vt.
expect that sth. will happen and be ready for it
Ty kL
e.g. We need someone who can anticipate and
respond to changes in the fashion industry.

* meaningful /'mimnipfl/ a.
1) serious, important, or useful /i i); TEAY; A
JHI
e.g. They want a chance to do meaningful work.
2) having a meaning that is easy to understand and
makes sense A& XiY; KRS
e.g. These statistics are not meaningful to anyone
but a scientist.



* absorbed /ob'zo:bd/ a.
so interested or involved in sth. that you do not notice
anything else H@4HRY ;. P BIER; TR
e.g. Judith was totally absorbed in her book.

* willpower /'wil,pava/ n. [U]
the ability to control your mind and body in order
to achieve sth. that you want to do %t /1; =&/
e.qg. It took all his willpower to remain calm.

* owner /'auna/ n. [C]
sh. who owns sth. g A; #1342 k3
e.g. The police have been unable to trace the owner
of the vehicle.

* guarantee /,gaeron'ti:/ vt.
1) make it certain that sth. will happen fii.lssk % 4= ;
TS
e.g. The process of training does not automatically
guarantee you a job.
2) promise to do sth. or promise that sth. will happen
PRIIE
e.g. | guarantee you will love this film.

* bind /baind/ vt. (bound, bound)
tie sh. / sth. so that they cannot move or are held
together firmly #R46; &
e.g. They bound the package with brightly colored
ribbons.

* fasten /'fazsn/ v.
close or join together the two parts of sth; become
closed or joined together ({5 ) &7, L7,
g,
e.g. | was so fat that my skirt wouldn’t fasten.

*unreal /,an'r1al/ a.
1) (not before noun) an experience, situation, etc.
that is unreal seems so strange that you think you
must be imagining it NIESAY; LI
e.g. It seemed unreal to be talking to someone so
famous.
2) not related to real things that happen i &5 #1552 (1
AUISEFRE
e.g. Many people have unreal expectations of what
marriage will be like.

* disconnect /,diska'nekt/ v.
1) if you disconnect or become disconnected from
your feelings, family, society, etc., you no longer

feel you belong or have a relationship with them
() e (CFR) 5 () AEKR

e.g. Divorced men can too easily become
disconnected from their children.
2) remove the supply of power, gas, water, etc. from
a machine or piece of equipment L7 ( HLEF R % )
ML (B K SRR
e.g. You should pay attention to disconnecting the
machine from the mains first.

* convince /kon'vins/ vt.
make sh. feel certain that sth. is true {5 ; iR
e.g. Her arguments didn’t convince everyone, but
changes were made.

convinced /kon'vinst/ a.
(not before noun) feeling certain that sth. is true
wfEr; (ke

e.g. I was convinced that we were doing the right thing.

Phrases and expressions

(be) on call
if sh. such as a doctor or engineer is on call, they are
ready to go and help whenever they are needed as
part of their job (A=, TRIG% ) fidy, FtnpEz]
e.g. Don’t worry, there is a doctor on call 24 hours a day.
bear witness (to sth.)
show that sth. is true or exists WiiE (35) ;
(HF) IEH
e.g. The empty workshops bear witness to the
industrial past.
on the contrary / quite the contrary
used to add to a negative statement, to disagree
with a negative statement by sb. else, or to answer
no to a question IEAHK ; TR
e.g. It wasn’t a good thing, on the contrary it was a
huge mistake.

Proper names

Anaxagoras /,@nek'saegoras/ B FEE L (7 i
IEZ S

Pew survey /,pju: 'saiver/ fJtiE#r (5[ Pew
Research Center JT & R 4 )
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