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(1) Pre-class activities

The students watch a micro lecture video about introducing vocabulary about heroes and
heroism through mind map to get familiar with the topic and related vocabulary. And at the end
of this micro lecture, a task is assigned: Please collect facts about Joan of Arc and Hua Mulan

and compare them.

The students are supposed to read the article ‘Avengers: Endgame’a fitting send-off for Marvel’s

superheroes on our learning platform to get interest aroused and inspire critical thinking ,and




they also need to finish a task released on mobile learning application , i.e. to do exercises and

prepare for their presentation after reading Do we still need heroes?
(2) Lead-in
a. Presentation

The last chapter for superheroes Avengers: Endgame was recently released, which is an event
not only for the fans. Have a fan of Avengers to introduce us his favorite superhero and share us

his understanding on Why are we obsessed with superheroes.
b. Questions and discussion

(D Watch a video and compare Joan of Arc and Hua Mulan and discuss what makes a

national hero. Have students hand in their discussions via a mobile learning APP.

2 The teacher asks a question -Fictional superheroes and national heroes are heroes far
away from us, but we do have civilian heroes among us. Can you name some civilian
heroes? Then the teacher lists different types of heroes and mentions heroes related to
the students such as Huang Liyan, an inspirational teacher in our university to inspire

them.

(3 Use relevant news like the fireman in Liangshan forest fire and the public security

officers as examples to stress first responders’ heroic spirits.
(3) Zooming in
Arrange students to collaborate with group members to approach the theme.
a. Practice reading skill and answer the questions.
How many types of civilian heroes are talked about in the passage?

What thesis statement does the author make about heroes today?




What examples of heroic deeds does the author provide?

According to the writer, what were heroes in the past?

What are heroes nowadays?

b. Conclude the theme.

c. Conclude the structure of the text.

(4) Language points

a. Explain difficult words

b. Make sentences following sample sentences to get a grasp of sentence patterns.

(5) Relating theme to reality

a. Interpret the controversial message: Some first responders do not succeed in helping others
and they get injured or die in their efforts. Do these people become heroes because of what
happens to them as they try to help other — instead of what they actually make happen?

b. Guide students to think critically about acting heroically by asking a question: should we

encourage civilians to act bravely for justice causes?

(6) Assignments

a. Master the new words using a mobile learning APP and the textbook.

b. Complete the exercise assigned on another mobile learning APP

c. Watch the video of micro lecture about the writing skill of exemplification.

d. Design a survey on bystander effect and prepare for a debate: Shall we give a helping hand

to aged people when they fall over?

5B 3-4 PRAY




(1) Review of previous class

(2) Lead-in

Students play the game of Pictionary (guessing names of heroes based on the description)

(3) Writing techniques

a. Ask students to describe their own hero with a partner and share that with the whole class
b. The teacher helps students to enhance the paragraph writing technique: topic sentence-

supporting detail 1-supporting detail 2-conclusion

(4) Application

Apply this writing technique as well as the writing skill of exemplification to describe my hero

in collaborative work with group members

(5) Theme exploration

Have students discuss the question: What makes heroes different from ordinary people? Are
there common traits for heroes? Students are supposed to hand in their discussions via a mobile
learning APP, which will automatically highlight the most frequently-used words by the
students. Then summarize the universal qualities of hero with the students. Finally, the teacher
concludes to evaluate heroes’ qualities and encourages students to learn from the heroes to create

a better future.

(6) Further application

The teacher shows some pictures about Wikipedia and leads students to pay special attention to
the writing structure of the Wiki entries of some heroes. After extracting the structure of the
overview of a Wiki entry (titles -experiences- achievements) based on the study of Yang Liwei,
a Chinese hero, the teacher encourages students to create a Wiki of a virtual hero. Then after

creating the Wiki entries of two heroes (Liu Peiqiang in The Wondering Earth and Ryan Stone




in Gravity), the students are expected to carry out a critical comparison of heroic images in the

East and West.

(7) Debate

a. The teacher turns to introduce some cases of heroic deeds that have aroused heat discussion
such as the case of Pengyu. Is it a worthy sacrifice to save an old man at the expense of a
young man?

b. Debate on Shall we give a helping hand to aged people when they fall over?

(8) Summary

The teacher summarizes what has been learnt in this unit and inspire students to further
understand heroism with a quotation of President Xi Jinping. Then the teacher leads students to

have reflections with the help of their self-assessment list.

(9) Assignments

a. Write an article on “What Makes a hero” on the writing platform.
b. Complete the exercise assigned on the mobile learning APP
c. Each group proposes a related topic and launches a discussion with other groups on social

media.
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