


Teaching Context

University
comprehensive university 
“Project 211”, “Double First-Class”

Course
College English (Advanced)

Students
first-year non-English majors
language level: CSE 5
weak critical thinking

Ø analyzing the meanings of words

Ø reasoning dialectically

Ø evaluating assumptions

Ø clarifying values and standards

(Paul, 1990)-1-



Teaching Philosophy

Achieve Culture-and-Thought-Integrated Value Education
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Design Rationale

(Martin & White, 2005; Paul & Elder, 2016 )

Values

Language Critical Thinking Intercultural Competence

Evaluative Words

p force
p burden
p intrusive
p  … Aristotle Xu Shen

Greek Philosopher
(384 B.C – 322 B.C)

Chinese Philosopher
(58 A.D – 147 A.D)

Major Premise

Minor Premise

Conclusion

Syllogism
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Design Rationale
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“…I adopt an Aristotelian 
conception of happiness…”



Learning Objectives

KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS

VALUES
Ø To understand how to use cellphone wisely for a good campus life;
Ø To understand the importance of contemplation in life by 

examining pictographic illustration of “思”;

Ø To identify and analyze syllogism in argumentation and evaluate 
assumption by examining key words;

Ø To enhance cultural sensitivity by expanding value dimensions of 
common values;

Ø To use evaluative language to argue more persuasively;
Ø To apply syllogism in argumentation for logical reasoning.
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R E A D
Teaching Procedures

Recognizing 
language

Exploring 
premise

Assessing 
values

Drawing 
conclusions

Ø Discussing
Ø Scanning
Ø Socratic 

Questioning

Ø Personalizing
Ø Clarifying
Ø Contrasting

Ø Inner-cultural 
Connection

Ø Inter-cultural 
Comparison

Ø Post-reading 
Discussion

Ø Peer 
Assessment
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Review
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Review



Recognizing Language

“…dangers of texting while driving…” (Para.4)

How does the writer perceive a life with cellphones?

“…ignoring each other’s presence…” (Para.4)

“…forces the mind to separate from…” (Para.4)
“the intrusive effects of cellphones…” (Para.5)

“Cellphones put their users constantly on call…, 
it can also be an overwhelming burden.” (Para.3)
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Exploring Premise
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How does the writer’s assumption about “ ” 
differ from yours?

Exploring Premise
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“The u l t imate  va lue  of  l i fe  depends upon 
awareness and the power of contemplation rather 
than upon mere survival.” 
                                             —— Nicomachean EthicsGreek Philosopher

(384 B.C – 322 B.C)

Assessing Values
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Assessing Values

08



“The u l t imate  va lue  of  l i fe  depends upon 
awareness and the power of contemplation rather 
than upon mere survival.”

Greek Philosopher
(384 B.C – 322 B.C)

思，容也。(《说文解字》)

Chinese Philosopher
(58 A.D – 147 A.D)

Assessing Values

“By reflecting, a person will keep himself from 
being led astray or getting confused by what he 
sees or hears.”
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Please draw your own conclusions about how to use 
cellphones properly for a good campus life.
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Drawing Conclusions





2. Does the student use evaluative words from Text B to help 
    clarify definition of “a good campus life”?

Peer Assessment
Work in groups to assess your peers’ proposals based on the 
following criteria.

1. Does the student use syllogism for logical reasoning?

11

pmajor premise _______________________________
pminor premise _______________________________
p conclusion __________________________________

pYes _______________________________
pNo



Write an essay with no less than 280 words to respond to the writer.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202109/08/WS61387c5ca310efa1bd66e33b.html

(1) Evaluate the writer’s syllogism by practicing “R-E-A-D” in Reading 1;
(2) Redefine a good life based on the following extended reading;
(3) Illustrate how cellphones can contribute to a good life for Chinese farmers.

Assignments
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