
from Golden Course to Golden Class



Oriented at  

production & effectiveness

Golden 

Course

Golden 

Class





Course:
A Glimpse of Chinese culture,  a follow-up course of college 

English. 

Target  Students:
non-English majors; CET-6 level; schools of Liberal arts. 

University: 
oriented at application and teacher training, cultivating talents 

with “new ideas, knowledge and skills”.

1: Orientation



1: Orientation

Cultivating talents with 

international vision & home cultural awareness, 

participating & competing in the world; 

telling Chinese stories to the world . 



1). Language competence: 

get linguistic knowledge about Chinese culture;

2). Intercultural competence: 

grasp cultural knowledge and improve the intercultural communication;

3). Critical thinking ability: 

have insight into current cultural issues and work out effective solutions.

48 class periods, 4 sessions for each unit, 
assisted by the online course.

2. Objectives



3. Organization

content approach model

4 main parts ,12 topics, 

traditional Chinese culture & 

the soft power of modern China. 

POA( production-oriented approach)

motivating, enabling and assessing
Hybrid teaching

flipped classes & mobile learning platform 



4. Assessment

1) formative assessment (60%):

in-class performance (12%); 

online task performance(24%);

self-assessment (12%); 

peer evaluation (12%).

2) accumulative assessment (40%):

written test (20%);

oral test (20%).



Framework

(course design)

Realization

( golden class)
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1. Teaching Objectives

1) Language competence：

build up the relevant language about Chinese architecture;

2) Intercultural competence:

learn to introduce Chinese architecture to foreigners;

3) Critical thinking ability:

construct ways to protect and popularize Chinese architecture.



2. Teaching  Procedure

Session 1 & 2 : 

text-based learning

Session 3 & 4 : 

extensive learning

4 class sessions of 180 minutes, 
along with the online course.



Before 
Class

In-
Class

After
Class

1) Searching for pictures;

2) Online micro-video;

3) Group discussion: traditional 

elements in Chinese architecture.

Online quiz 

& view sharing about 

differences between Chinese 

and western architecture

1) Oral report;

2) Text-based sub-tasks; 

3) A comparative study;

4) Passage translation.

Session 1 & 2: text-based learning



Session 3 & 4: extensive learning

Before 
Class

In-
Class

After
Class

Visiting the exhibition of Huizhou 

architecture in  the museum;

Online sharing.

Online task: design a poster 

about a modern architecture with 

traditional elements.

Session 3:

1) Building up: progressive tasks about 

Huizhou residential houses;

2) Carrying out: introducing a style of 

Chinese architecture from  3S

3) Peer evaluation and teacher’s feedback

Session 4:

1) Enlightening: 

debate: demolish traditional 

architecture or not 

case study : Yinyutang

2) Critical thinking:

group oral report on protecting 

Chinese architecture

3) Self-assessment



3. Unit Assessment

1)Online assessment(40%):  

score for the quiz(20%);

poster designing assessment(20%); 

2)Offline assessment(60%):

in-class performance(20%);

peer evaluation of group presentation(20%);

self-assessment of unit learning(20%) ;



high-level Contents

Knowledge input

Diverse output

Challenging Tasks

Key competences: 

communicative, critical thinking,

innovative & collaborative skills





A Typical Style of Traditional Chinese Architecture

—Huizhou Residential Houses



Structure

Symbols

Significance in culture
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How splendid the houses are! The horse-head 

walls, skylight and wood carvings are so unique. 

Do they have any special meanings or uses?



horse-head walls 

skylight 

wood carvings 

decorating and stabilizing the house

spacing and fire prevention

collecting rainwater and light

Task 1 : Match the symbols with the functions.



1. The unique are designed for spacing and fire ,

symbolizing and prosperity.

2. The is designed to collect the amount of rainwater and

light, which is symbolic of wealth and bright .

3. are used for decorating and the house,

representing people’s pursuit for and happy life.

stabilizingvitality auspicious prevention maximum prospect

Task 2: Complete the sentences with the helpful words.



1. The unique horse-head walls are designed for spacing and fire

prevention, symbolizing vitality and prosperity.

2. The skylight is designed to collect the maximum amount of rainwater

and light, which is symbolic of wealth and bright prospect.

3. Wood carvings are used for decorating and stabilizing the house,

representing people’s pursuit for auspicious and happy life.



Structure

Symbols

Significance in culture



1. Which concept do Huizhou residential houses represent?

A. Harmony between man and nature

B. Separation of man and nature



2. Which spirits are reflected in the architecture?

A. Luxury and aggressiveness

B. Modesty and pragmatism



Structure

Symbols

Significance in culture



Oh，yes! I’m deeply impressed, and I want 

to introduce the houses to my friends. Could 

you send me a booklet?





Content

• Structure……………………………………………………………   1

• Symbols………………………………………………………………  2

• Significance in culture………………………………...……  3



1

Situated between mountains and

rivers, Huizhou residential houses

are constructed with a compound

with houses around the courtyard,

following the principle of symmetry.

Key words: 

mountains, rivers, 

compound, houses, courtyard, 

symmetry. 

Sentence pattern:

Situated between..,

...are constructed with,

following...



The 3 unique symbols——horse-head

walls, skylight, and wood carvings，with

both practical and decorative functions, are

designed for fire prevention, accumulating

light and water, decorating and stabilizing

the house respectively, representing

people’s wishes for prosperity, wealth and

happiness.

2

Key words: 

3 symbols;

fire prevention, collecting water &light, 

decorating & stabilizing;

prosperity, wealth and happiness.

Sentence pattern:

…are designed for...,

representing...



3

With the idea of harmony between

man and nature, Hui-style

architecture is an outstanding

representative of Chinese cultural

heritage, which reflects the spirits of

modesty and pragmatism.

Key words: 

harmony, man, nature;

modesty,  pragmatism.

Sentence pattern:

With the idea of ...,

...reflect...





Thank you！My friends will like it very much. 

Next time I will take them to China, and learn 

other styles of architecture. Who can be our 

guide?



Work in groups and make a presentation to introduce a typical 

Chinese architecture:

◼ be able to speak for about 3 minutes

◼ follow the order of structure, symbols and significance in culture

◼ employ proper delivery skills

References: Suzhou garden, Imperial Palace, Cave dwellings, Hakka Earth Buildings,... 

Assignment: 



Thank   you!


