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Text A Sky-high ambition to fulfill an
“unreachable” dream
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Section 2

@ Look at the text title and the pictures. What do you think the
“unreachable” dream in the title was?

i’i)f’

Nan Rendong (1945-2017)
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178

t's important in life to have dreams.
Whether these are dreams for your future,
your family’s future, or for the future of your
country, having dreams can give people the
motivation to succeed and make the world a
better place.

When talking about dreams, many people
naturally think back to their childhood dreams,
which may have been destroyed by the passing
of time. However, there are some who are
persistent in pursuing their dreams. One

of these people was Nan Rendong, the chief
scientist for the world’s largest radio telescope,
FAST. He fell in love with the universe when
he was a boy and spent more than two decades
trying to fulfill a dream that many described as
“unreachable”.

Nan was working as a visiting professor at the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan in
the early 1990s when a bold idea came to him.

Unit 6

N

© Read the text and find out how Nan Rendong fulfilled his
“unreachable” dream.

Y Sky-high-ambition
to fulfill an
“unreachable” dream

This was to build a radio telescope 500 meters
in diameter to explore the origins of the
universe. At the time, the biggest such telescope
in China was less than 30 meters across. Giving
up his well-paid position at one of the world’s
top scientific research institutes in Japan,

Nan returned to China in 1994 to pursue his
“unreachable” dream.

The first challenge Nan and his team had

was to find the right location. After 12 years
of searching, Nan discovered the perfect
place hidden away in a mountainous area of
Pingtang County, Guizhou Province. He knew
immediately that he had finally found what he
was looking for.

In March 2011, construction of the giant
telescope began. As the chief scientist and
engineer, Nan had to deal with some tough
engineering problems. He had to climb up and
down 100-meter-tall towers countless times and




Introduction Target Students

Full of:
ambitions towards
future

relatively good at:

Non-English majors from

Normal University

CSE 6

Can use various approaches to clarify his/her
views on social topical issues or phenomena,
with sufficient evidence and logical
arguments.

Can write research article abstracts that
conform to academic conventions of his/her
discipline.

Can produce writing for popular genres (e. g.

news reports and book reviews), using

appropriate expressions and a generic
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Introduction | Teaching Objectives
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Introduction | Teaching Objectives
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Introduction | Teaching Objectives

Linguistic
Competence

1.Get familiar with
the expressions of
describing the quality
of dream chasers and
time sequence words.

Teaching Focus

Critical
Thinkin
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key elements of the
biography in and out of th
text by conducting a
research.

the Chinese Dream and

3.Explore the connections
between personal dreams,
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4.Develop a biography
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05 Introduction l Demo Teaching Procedures

 Before class

e Search information

about Nan Rendong before class
and dream chasers +in class
* Think about personal
dreams .
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0] Introduction | Demo Teaching Procedures

Teacher’s role:

Provide
language,

Students’ role:

Get familiar with words
and expressions of
describing dream
chasers and time
sequence words
Identify and analyze
the features of

_diography
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text



0B Introduction | Demo Teaching Procedures

Linguistic |I can grasp the expressions of describing the quality of
skill dream chasers and their solutions to deal with difficulty.

I can understand the structure and genre of the text.

Critical

Hivikingskill I can analyze the chronology of events using a timeline.
I can examine the qualities of Nan Rendong.

I can explore the reasons of Nan Rendong’s decision and
action.

I can search and select information online.

Intercultural | I can compare the Chinese Dream with the dreams of
skill other countries.

I can write an essay describing the characteristics of the
dream chasers from China or other countries.

D DODDDDD D::




Introduction | Highlights

| Activated potentials |

Writing skills
_ [ M Critical thinking skills
Enabling materials | Professional ethics

Language scaffolding
Content scaffolding
Based on textbook) Structure scaffolding

Select the theme and genre of the text Student research

Reorder comprehension and critical
thinking part(P180)
Supplement students research
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Motivating | A Dream Chaser in Your Heart
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Enabling | 1. Pre-class Reading & In-class Discussion
. Students’ Research
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Enabling | 1I. Comparison Between Text A and the Original Profile
(P178:9)

1. Life Story in Chronological Order
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Sky-high ambition to fulfill an unreachable’
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Enabling | II. Comparison Between Text A and the Original Profile

2. Author’s Thoughts in the Last Paragraph
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Section 2

ioNan Rendong lived a simple life, with little
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concern for reputation or wealth. But as a
dream-chaser. he thought big and ran at tull

speed toward achieving his “unreachable”
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not just to China’s astronomy research, but

the Chinese Dream as well. (363 words)

The significance to the
country or era
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| Enabling | 111. Proposal of DFMI for Writing a Biography
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\} How to write a biography
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* Comments Nan Rendong is persistent
in pursuing his unreachable
dream.

H[EFrEM (China News Network) (Ne China)

1. Chronological order with ti Your feelings about the

achievements

Section 2

wNan Rendong lived a simple life, with little

Include your
thoughts

concern for reputation or wealth. But as a
dream-chaser, he thought big and ran at full
speed toward achieving his “unreachable™

(The last para

success made an extraordinary contribution

of biography)

not just to China’s astronomy research, but to

the Chinese Dream as well. (363 words)

The significance to the
country or era




Campus Interview on Dreams
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Assessing as learning | The Application of DFMI
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Assessing as learning |  The Application of DFMI
Biography with time-order signal words
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Summary

Thesis:
Nan Rendong is persistent
in pursuing his unreachable dream.

Timeline:

: Early 1900s Hit on the bold :a to build a radio

telescope (pa

.Cnmptetec[ the construction (Para 8)

1oNan Rendong lived a simple life. with little
concern for reputation or wealth. But as a
dream-chaser. he thought big and ran at full
speed toward achieving his “unreachable™
d persona
success made an extraordinary contribution
not just to China’s astronomy research. but to

the Chinese Dream as well. (563 words)

Do your
research
\

Guidance — DFMI — Reinforcement

Form
{our thesis

Zhang Guimei

Thesis:
Zhang Guimei persevere with her
dream to improve education in rural areas.

Timeline:

‘lm 1974, Zhang Guimei came to Yunnan supporting the country’'s border regions.

At the age of 17

In 1996, she Volunteered fo teach at a middle school in Huaping.
In 2001, she became the dean of a welfare home for children.
In 2002, she decided to found a free high school for girls.

In Sept. 2008, she finally founded Huaping Girls' High School.

gt T et

e After years of arduous fund-raising efforts. |

Include your thoughts:

Zhang Guimei loved her | Her career and personal
students and changed rural | success made an extra-

girls destiny wih dedication| ordinary contribution to the
and perseverance. Chinese Dream.



Enlightening | Internalizing the Theme of the Unit (P186)

Individual Dream== Chinese Dream == World Dream
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The Writing Contest




Assessment | Suggested Evaluation Criteria (P159Teacher’s Book)

Content

Organiza-

tion

Language

Relevance: Your essay is relevant to the assighed topic and
addresses the assigned task.

Reasoning: The key concepts in your essay are clearly explained
and sound reasons are given to justify your conclusion.

Structure: Your essay begins with an introduction, follows the
outline format given (providing facts in chronological order), and
has a conclusion that follows from the viewpoints communicated
in the body of your essay (including your thoughts about your
subject’s life).

Coherence: You use appropriate transition words to show the
relationships between ideas.

Diversity: You have used a variety of vocabulary items and
collocations in your description (signal words for time order and
words about quality ).
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