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Academic Pursuit

Innovation  
(critical & creative thinking)

Glocal Vision
(Global & local vision)

1  总体学情介绍

Target learners:

High-level talents



2  课程教学目标

Goals
(course)

Objectives
(unit)

Focus
(demo class)

Learning

English proficiency

Intercultural  communication competence

Critical  discussion competence 

Vocabulary & structure

Argumentative writing

Cultural implications 

Argumentation technique: starting points



1. What is  the most important decision you’ve   

ever made in your life?

2. What is the most successful decision you’ve 

ever made in your life?

3. What is the most difficult decision you’ve    

ever made in your life?

4. Was there a time when you wished you had 

made a decision but you never did?

5. Was there a time when you made a wrong 

decision?

3  展示环节设计

Before class:

Survey on decision-making 



What is the most difficult decision 

you’ve ever made in your life?

A. About relationships

B. About study

C. About financial matters

D. About family

E. About friends

F. Other

3  展示环节设计



3  展示环节设计

Introduction of four stages in 
Argumentation

Analysis of starting points

Application of starting points

Teaching 

procedures

Confrontation stage

Opening stage

Argumentation stage

Concluding stage

Decision-making story

Starting points of two poems

A sample

Writing task



4  Assessment

Teacher’s feedback in class 

Whether students apply core values spontaneously in 

their writing

Whether students demonstrate a good range of 

vocabulary in writing 

Formative 

assessments



Teaching Demo  





Argumentation: 4 stages

Opening stage starting points

Confrontation stage difference of opinion

Concluding stage resolution

Argumentation stage arguments



Decision-making story

Xiang Yu was a Chinese imperial general in the third century BC who took his

troops across the Zhang River on a raid into enemy territory. To his troops'

astonishment, he ordered their cooking pots crushed and their sailing ships

burned.

He explained that he was imposing on them a necessity for attaining victory

over their opponents. What he said was surely motivating, but it wasn't really

appreciated by many of his loyal soldiers as they watched their vessels go up in

flames. But the genius of General Xiang Yu's conviction would be validated both

on the battlefield and in modern social science research. General Xiang Yu was

a rare exception to the norm, a veteran leader who was highly respected for his

many conquests and who achieved the summit of success.
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《题乌江亭》

唐·杜牧

《夏日绝句》

宋·李清照
Standpoint Standpoint

Argumentation: starting points



The Wujiang River

Li Qingzhao

Living, he towered above men;

Dead, he's a hero of the ghosts.

I've oft pondered over Xiang Yu, when,

Having lost his hometown-enrolled host,

He'd rather die of self-slit throat,

Than crossing the River in a boat!

Arguments

Argumentation: starting points
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Argumentation: starting points



Inscription at Wujiang Pavilion

Du Mu

Win or lose is hardly predictable for a man of war,

Ability to take insults and bear shame a real man shows.

Jiangdong has no lack of brave lads among its offspring,

Who knows if a comeback might not be in the offing.

Arguments

Argumentation: starting points
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Application of starting points

I hold the opinion that it was unnecessary for Xiang Yu to commit suicide when

his army was devastated. Above all, it is hard to predict the outcome of a war.

The leader is supposed to be able to face the result whether he wins or loses.

Furthermore, a real man should possess the capacity to take insults and bear

shame. Otherwise, he would only be considered as a coward despite the

previous success he has achieved. Additionally, there is a great number of

courageous and outstanding men in Jiangdong. By working and fighting together,

they are highly likely to make a difference. In a word, there might be a triumph in

the offing if Xiang Yu chose to come back.

Standpoint

Arguments



Read the following passage and then write an argumentative paragraph on 

whether college students should volunteer to work in underdeveloped areas.

Young people are faced with a wide range of choices. But what is

important is to be guided by a correct world view, outlook on life and

sense of values when making choices. The life experiences of countless

successful people suggest that young people who choose to endure

hardships will be duly rewarded, and those who make contributions to

society are the ones who deserve respect.

Application of starting points



“共和国勋章”获得者

Application of starting points



最美高校教师
扎根贵州山村
义务支教七年

青年志愿者身披冬雪 手捧春天
疫情防控 责任担当

volunteers

Application of starting points



Application of starting points Vocabulary on decision-making

perspective desperate

rival

puzzled depressed

upset

embarrassed

cost

benefitconflict

contradictory




