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Step 1 Lead-in

A survey of the motives and benefits of attending college
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Step 2: Summary of the text organization and writing style

1. Text organization
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Introduction:
Thesis statement
The body:

The reality/Evidence (paras 2-5): college has never been magical for everyone./college may
not be the best, the proper or even realistic place for every young person after the
completion of high school.

Counterclaim/Counterargument (paras 6-7): For some jobs a higher education is
absolutely necessary and required.

The benefits of attending college:

-The potential of exposing young people to new ideas and relationships;

‘Helps promote their critical thinking skills;

-Accord with a relatively safe environment for experimentation and exploration;
‘Develop their identity and practice social skills;

‘Provide a period for pure learning and maturation of a young person.
Refutation (para 8-9): most of the college graduates are going to have to adjust.
-The biggest demand will be for jobs that do not need a university degree;
‘Having a university degree may be a barrier to getting these jobs;

‘Students who have graduated in specialized fields find that they have learned a lot of
things in classrooms that they will never use.

Conclusion (para 10)

Make a recommendation or suggestion (to evaluate the college equation more closely and
critically, calculate it as a consumer product, and decide if the value proposal is worth the
large investment.)
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Step 3: Writing strategy
How to Write an Argumentative Essay?
The Introduction---Typical thesis statement (Claim)

The body:




Evidence

Counterclaim

Refutation

The conclusion: (summary or a recommendation)

The conclusion for an argumentative essay should be brief and forceful.
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Step 4: Critical Thinking
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Step 5: Assignment

The author in the text seems to hold a neutral attitude towards the necessity of attending
college. What is your attitude toward it? Do you think attending college is a worthy
investment? Please write an essay to express your opinion clearly by using the writing
strategies of argumentation you learned in today’s class. Write with about 120 words.
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