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Vocabulary

 

What makes some events 

newsworthy?

 What makes some events 

newsworthy?

 

What are 

some standards for news reporting?

skimming scanning

Immediacy, 

Objective (objectivity), Reliable 

(reliability)

Truthfulness, 

Accuracy

Journalism ethics, Impartiality, Fairness, 

Public accountability, Humanity

 



when, who, what, 

where and why

 

 

 

 Lead-in

 

 

 

 
the 

press, the TV, the radio, the social media, 
open-access web pages

 

 



NPR: “163,000 Jobs Added in July; 
Unemployment Rate Rose to 8.3 Percent.” 
Fox News: “Wrong-Way Growth: Jobless 
Jumps in July as New Hiring Remains 
Slow.” 
NBC News: “US Economy's Job Engine 
Revved up in July.” 
Reuters: “Job Growth Steps up, But 
Jobless Rate Rises.” 

China placed nearly 60 million 
people under lockdown…Its campaign has 
come at great cost to people’s livelihoods 
and personal liberties.”

Italy is locking down Milan, 
Venice and much of its north, risking its 
economy in an effort to contain Europe’s 
worst coronavirus outbreak.”

What are the problems facing 
journalists who want to be objective?

Developing critical thinking

 

 
 



Producing the front page of a 
local newspaper p90 Unit Task
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UNIT 5 News 24/7 

Active Reading 1 Making the Headlines 
Lesson Objectives: 
 SWBAT correctly pronounce and memorize new words in the text, such as exaggerate, sensational, momentous, etc., and have a good 

command of media-related vocabulary, such as newsworthy, objective, immediacy, etc. by using them appropriately in the context. 
 SWBAT analyze basic elements of news, using them to make a one-minute oral report, and form reasonable evaluations on each other’s 

work. 
 SWBAT come up with personal critical opinions on “power of the media” and ways to stay objective as news readers and reporters. 
 SWBAT write news reports based on the same given context yet viewed from different perspectives in a sensible way. 

 
Teaching 
Stages 

Task Stages Materials Level of 
Learning 

Motivating  Pre-class Assignment (Priming Task for Task 1 & 2) 
 
Divide the whole class into four themed-news groups based on the following events (the 
former three are discussed in the text and the last one catches on with current affairs): 
Group 1: 9/11 attack 
Group 2: J.F.Kennedy Assassination 
Group 3: Mouse holding up a flight 
Group 4: Fighting against COVID-19 
 
Ask each group to  

1) search for two pieces of themed-news presented by different types of media, such 
as the press, the TV, the radio or social media and open-access web pages; get 
prepared to compare and display their differences using pictures or diagrams in 
class; 

2) upload a brief script of the targeted news event with 5-7 sentences to Unipus; all 
members of the group should get prepared to deliver a one-minute oral report in 

Unipus, 
YNU 
platform, 
Textbook, 
Suggested 
reading 
materials, 
etc. 

Remembering, 
Understanding, 
Creating 
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class without referring to the script; 
3) preview vocabulary of the text with the assistance of Unipus; 
4) scan the text, read paragraphs 1-6 in details and think: What makes some events 

newsworthy? 

Motivating In Class 
 
Task 1: Target Task and Language Work 

1) Ask Ss to share their opinions on the pre-assigned question: What makes some 
events newsworthy? A sample answer takes reference from paragraphs 1-6. 

2) Watch a video clip from Newsroom and discuss: What are some standards for news 
reporting? Lead Ss to use scanning and skimming skills to find key words from the 
text, such as immediacy, objective (objectivity), reliable (reliability), etc. Introduce 
more related new words such as truthfulness, accuracy, journalism ethics, 
impartiality, fairness, public accountability, humanity, etc. 

3) Tell Ss to recall the content of news in the video, summarize essential elements of 
news reporting, and complete the answer through reading paragraph 7: when, who, 
what, where and why. 

4) Conclude standards and elements for news reporting and create an evaluation form 
for oral reports in the next task stage. 

5) Suggest students with language difficulties to watch the micro-lecture (30s-1min) 
filmed by the teacher on Unipus as learning assistance. 

PPT, Edited 
video clip 
with English 
subtitles, 
Textbook, 
Unipus, 
YNU 
platform, etc. 
(15 min) 

Remembering, 
Understanding, 
Analyzing 

Enabling 
and 
Assessing  

Task 1: Consolidation and Extension 
1) Reorganize the class to form new reporting groups with four members, each coming 

from a different pre-class group and getting ready to report a piece of different 
themed-news.  

2) Ask Ss to take turns, making oral reports to their new group members without 
looking at any script. The rest of the group should judge the reporter’s performance 
using the evaluation form created in the previous task stage through YNU platform. 

3) Come as a whole class and ask one volunteer to demonstrate the news reporting 

PPT, 
Unipus, 
Evaluation 
forms, YNU 
platform, 
etc. (20 min) 
 

 

Applying, 
Analyzing, 
Evaluating 
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process. 
4) Share the peer evaluation comments for the volunteer and give teacher’s feedbacks. 

Enabling 
and 
Assessing  

Task 2: Target Task 
1) Ask Ss to return to their pre-class news groups and exhibit the two pieces of news 

they have prepared in advance. Compare similarity and differences of various types 
of media (the press, the TV, the radio or social media and open-access web pages). 

2) Ask Ss to read paragraphs 8-10 of the text, compare advantages and disadvantages 
of different types of media. 

3) Ask volunteers to share their answers and give teacher’s feedbacks. 

PPT, 
Textbook, 
Student-
prepared 
materials in 
different 
media types. 
(20 min) 

Understanding, 
Analyzing, 
Evaluating 

Motivating Task 3: Priming Task  
1) Ask Ss to read paragraph 8 and discuss how to interpret “power of the media”. 
2) Lead Ss to discuss: How to perceive reports delivered with different attitudes by 

media? Including  
 different media sources with different attitudes on the same event, for example, 
concerning US employments in July, 2012, four different media sources give 
contrasting headlines: 
NPR: “163,000 Jobs Added in July; Unemployment Rate Rose to 8.3 Percent.” 
Fox News: “Wrong-Way Growth: Jobless Jumps in July as New Hiring 
Remains Slow.” 
NBC News: “US Economy's Job Engine Revved up in July.” 
Reuters: “Job Growth Steps up, But Jobless Rate Rises.” 

 same media source with different attitudes on similar events, for example, 
concerning the lockdown of Chinese and Italian cities to fight against COVID-
19, The New York Times give contrasting headlines and comments: 
China: “China placed nearly 60 million people under lockdown…Its campaign 
has come at great cost to people’s livelihoods and personal liberties.” 
Italy: “Italy is locking down Milan, Venice and much of its north, risking its 
economy in an effort to contain Europe’s worst coronavirus outbreak.” 

3) Lead Ss to discuss (Developing critical thinking Q2, p.78, textbook): What are the 

PPT, 
Textbook, 
Teacher-
prepared 
materials. 
(10 min) 

Understanding, 
Analyzing 
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problems facing journalists who want to be objective? 

Enabling 
and 
Assessing  

Task 3: Target Task 
1) Ask Ss to work in pairs, choose 2-3 headlines from a series of news reports 

regarding “China’s Ways of Fighting Against COVID-19” prepared ahead by the 
teacher. Each pair should compare the attitudes and stances indicated by the 
language usage and discuss about the possible reasons. 

2) Come as a whole class, ask volunteers to share their findings. 
3) Ask Ss to write a brief summary of discussion on how “power of the media” exists 

as well as what to do to avoid being influenced by it and stay objective when 
reading or reporting news. 

PPT, YNU 
platform, 
Teacher-
prepared 
materials. 
(25 min) 

Understanding, 
Analyzing, 
Evaluating 

Assessing 
(in next 
round) 

Assignment: (Consolidation and Extension for Task 3) 
Ask Ss to write two news reports, each with 5-7 sentences, from at least two 
perspectives based on the same context – Student Volunteers of Yunnan University 
in Fighting Against COVID-19. 
Suggested perspectives:  Yunnan University;  Living community that receives 
help;  Volunteers;  Hospital that receives help;  Neighbor provinces;  
Neighbor countries. 

Unipus, 
iWrite 

Analyzing, 
Creating 
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A. 1
 

 
 

 

    
             a. Newspaper                      b. TV News 
 

Types Differences Similarity 
Newspaper display sensational headlines; 

with detailed written description  
provide images 

TV News present news in real time; more 
information could be provided 
through speaking 
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1 
Title: Wuhan carries out 1 million tests in a week, sees asymptomatic rate dropping 
Media: Global Times  
Date: May 19, 2020 
 
2 
Title: Coronavirus: Trump accuses WHO of being a 'puppet of China' 
Media: https://www bbc co uk/news/health-52679329 
Date: May 19, 2020 
 
3 
Title: How China’s private sector helped the government fight Coronavirus 
Media: The Conversation 
Date: May 11, 2020 
 
4 
Title: China gets top score as citizens rank their governments' response to the 
Coronavirus outbreak 
Media: chinadaily.com.cn 
Date: May 08, 2020 
 
5 
Title: Physician runs tight ship, innovates care methods against COVID-19 from 
Wuhan to Suifenhe 
Media: Global Times  
Date: May 07, 2020 
 
6 
Title: China President Pledges Help to South Africa in Coronavirus Fight   
Media: VOA News 
Date: Apr 09, 2020 
 
7 
Title: China's Coronavirus Battle Is Waning. Its Propaganda Fight Is Not 
Media: The Conversation 
Date: Apr 08, 2020 
 



8 
Title: How China's using surveillance to tackle outbreak 
Media: BBC News 
Date: Apr 02, 2020 
 
9 
Title: China is reporting big successes in the coronavirus fight. Should we trust the 
numbers? 
Media: The Washington Post 
Date: Mar 23, 2020 
 
10 
Title: China sends doctors and masks overseas as domestic coronavirus infections 
drop 
Media: The Guardian 
Date: Mar 19, 2020 
 
11 
Title: Coronavirus: How is China recovering from the outbreak? 
Media: Sky News 
Date: Mar 10, 2020 
 
12 
Title: How did China get to grips with its coronavirus outbreak? 
Media: The Guardian 
Date: Mar 9, 2020 
 
13 
Title: China's technology use in the fight against COVID-19 is a learning opportunity 
Media: CGTN  
Date: Feb 27, 2020 
 
14 
Title: Western politicians and media use Yellow Peril stereotype to smear China amid 
epidemic 
Media: Global Times  
Date: Feb 25, 2020 
 
15 
Title: Wuhan sealed to contain virus; isolated cases seen elsewhere 
Media: China Daily 
Date: Jan 24, 2020 
 



 
 

5-7 iWrite  
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6.  




