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Students' 
Wants

✓ Task-based Language Teaching

✓ Scaffolding

Students’ 
Necessities

Students’ 
Lacks

Nation & Macalister, 2010

General Introduction

Subjective interests

Skills deficiency

Required Knowledge



General Introduction

✓ 2 sessions per week
✓ 1h online learning per week
✓ 18 weeks

✓ “Double First Class” university
✓ Non-English major freshmen
✓ CSE level 6

Proficiency: Frequency:

✓ New Standard College 
English: An Integrated
Course 1

✓ Unit 5 News 24/7

Textbook:
✓ Long-term language users
✓ Responsible youth thinkers
✓ Life-long learners

Overall Goals:



01
Students’Wants

❖ Topics they are interested in

❖ Current affairs they are concerned about



Topics

Votes from Unipus

Contents
of the
textbook



Current Affairs



02
Students’ Necessities

❖ Language Objectives

❖ Knowledge Objectives

❖ Ideological Objectives



Learning Objectives

Objectives Examples

Language
Objectives

Knowledge
Objectives

Ideological
Objectives

Vocabulary

Skills

Elements of news

Standards of news

Critical thinking

“Four matters of
Confidence”

newsworthy, objective, immediacy, etc.

news reporting (speaking & writing)

when, who, what, where, why

accuracy, objectivity, etc.

“power of the media”, perspectives switching

socialist path, theory, system and culture



Students’ Lacks

❖ comprehensive skills

development
03 TBLT

(Task-based Language Teaching)



Task-based Instruction

engage learner’s interest01

02

03

04

focus on meaning

prioritize completion

relate to real-world activities

Tasks should:

Ellis, 2009; Skehan, 1996; Willis & Willis, 2007



Tasks in News 24/7

Tasks Expected Production/Measurable Outcomes

Themed News Report:
• One-minute individual oral report (in class)
• Self-built evaluation system (in class)

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Comparison of different types of media:
• Oral group report (iSpeak & in class)
• Written forms (iWrite & in class)

Writing for perspectives switching:
• Two written news reports from different

perspectives (iWrite)

Demo



Scaffolding for Task 1 (demo)

Task 1: Consolidation &

Extension

Task 1: Target Task & Language work

Pre-class: Priming Task for Task 1

3. Reassigned groups (groups of 4):

➢ individual oral reports

➢ group assessments

2. Whole class:

➢ meaningful input

➢ self-built evaluation system

1. Four themed-news groups:

➢ information collection;

➢ vocabulary accumulation



HighlightsScaffolding for Task 1 (demo)

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

Group A

Themed-news
Groups
(expert groups)

Reporting
Groups
(jigsaw groups)

Group B Group C Group D

✓ Jigsaw grouping
✓ Information gap
✓ Peer evaluation



Tasks in News 24/7

Tasks Expected Production/Measurable Outcomes

Themed News Report:
• One-minute individual oral report (in class)
• Self-built evaluation system (in class)

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Comparison of different types of media:
• Oral group report (iSpeak & in class)
• Written forms (iWrite & in class)

Writing for perspectives switching:
• Two written news reports from different

perspectives (iWrite)

Demo



Highlights

A golden course (high-level, innovative, challenging) :
• Creating a student-centered class on students’ “wants”,

“necessities”, “lacks”
• Implementing task-based instruction with scaffolding
• Constructing a learning community with Unipus
• Promoting ideological education with language development



Students’ Production

Pre-class: Priming Task for Task 1 & 2 (from Group 1)



Students’ Production

Pre-class: Priming Task for Task 1 & 2 (from Group 4)



Students’ Production

❖ Task 3: Consolidation & Extension

(after-class writing assignment)

News reporting from the
perspective of
our volunteers

News reporting from the
perspective of
neighboring countries
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Thank you!



2020年外研社

“教学之星”教学大赛



Teaching materials

New Standard College English Unit 5 News 24/7 
Active Reading (1) 

Making the Headlines



Lead-in

How do you feel about these two headlines？



Lead-in

How do you feel about these two headlines？



Journalism ethics & standards: 

Text analysis

Humanity

Immediacy

Objectivity

Accuracy



Another element of newsworthiness is . This
refers to . An event which
happened a week ago is not generally news – unless you’ve
just read about it. “ ” is one of the five “wh” questions
trainee journalists are regularly told that they have to use to
frame a news story (the others are “who”, “what”, “where”,
and “why”); “today”, “this morning”, and “yesterday” are
probably at the top of the list of time adverbs in a news
report. Similarly, an event which is about to happen
(“today”, “this evening” or “tonight”) may also be
newsworthy, although, by definition, it is not unexpected
and so less sensational.

Directions: Please identify the essential elements for a news 
report. 

Text analysis  

immediacy
the nearness of the event in time

When

_____ ___ ________ ________

_____ ___ ______ _______



Another element of newsworthiness is immediacy. This
refers to the nearness of the event in time. An event which
happened a week ago is not generally news – unless you’ve
just read about it. “ ” is one of the five “wh” questions
trainee journalists are regularly told that they have to use to
frame a news story (the others are “ ”, “ ”, “ ”,
and “ ”); “today”, “this morning”, and “yesterday” are
probably at the top of the list of time adverbs in a news
report. Similarly, an event which is about to happen
(“today”, “this evening” or “tonight”) may also be
newsworthy, although, by definition, it is not unexpected
and so less sensational.

Directions: Please identify the essential elements for a news 
report. 

Text analysis  

Accuracy

time

person event place

reason

When

who what where
why



Journalism ethics & standards: 

Text analysis

Humanity

Immediacy

Objectivity

Accuracy



Group work: one-minute report 

Directions: Please design an evaluation form for your group
members’ news report.

10%



Group 3 Mouse holding 
up a  flight 

Para.5-6

Group Theme Paragraph Picture

Group 1 911 attack Para.1 

Pre-class assignment : Themed news

Group 4 COVID-19
pandemic

Current
affair

Group 2 J.F.Kennedy
assassination

Para.3



A
4

A
1

A
2

A
3

B
4

B
1

B
2

B
3

Directions: Each student will have 1 min to report your news alone in
the new group. Please grade your group members’ performance with
the sample evaluation form.

Group work: one-minute report 

1

A

2 D
4

D
1

D
2

D
3

C
4

C
1

C
2

C
3

B C D 

3 4



Group work: one-minute report 

Directions: Evaluate your group members’ reports from the 
following perspectives with the sample evaluation form. 



News reporting 



News reporting: peer review 



HOME

News reports 

ABROAD



Implications

What human spirit do
you get from your
classmate’s news report
on COVID-19 ? Please list
some key words on your
phone.



Implications

courage

hope

sacrifice

dedicationdetermination

integrity

cooperation

harmony

respect

friendship

confidence
justice

Humanity

Immediacy

Objectivity

Accuracy



Implications

With its commitment to the vision
of a community of a shared future
for mankind, China has been
safeguarding the life and health of
the Chinese people.
(Xi, 2020.02, People’sDaily online )



How do you feel about China’s
performance during the fight
against COVID-19 ?

Implications

Four Matters

of Confidence

socialist path

socialist theory

socialist system

socialist culture



perspectives agree disagree not sure

I can use immediacy, accuracy and
humanity properly.

I understand the journalism ethics and
standards.

I can retell the three pieces of news in
the text.

I can apply five essential elements to
frame a news report.

I can evaluate a news coverage
critically.

Self-evaluation

Directions: Please finish the following self-evaluation form. 



Self-evaluation

5. I can evaluate a news coverage critically.



What are the problems facing journalists who want to be objective？
( P78)

Critical thinking topic for next session:

Humanity

Immediacy

Accuracy

Objectivity




