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0 OUR TEXT

Debate topic: Should university students be
Unit Project encouraged to start their own business?

Draft a two-minute
opening speech as
the first speaker of
your debate team




g OUR STUDENTS

Intermediate Learners

Non-English Majors
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WEAK in

Critical Communicative Pragmatic
thinking competence ability
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Content

=) Not knowing what to say

EQGIIER[EM = No strong vocabulary

S {0Ig= = Not organized



9 TEACHING OBJECTIVES
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Moral

education
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Use gquestioning strategies
Explain pros and cons

Use new vocabulary
Use synonyms

Use PREP to structure

Entrepreneurship

Agree to disagree
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Integration

education

* |earning-centered

* |earning-using

 whole-person

output driven

Input enabling

selective
learning

Approach

Production-Oriented Approach
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Peer-assessment Form

Group Speaker
Role taker Speaker Score
. can appropriately use relevant words to express views | 101 201 301 4[] 501
age : o
e can use synonyms to avoid repetition 100200 300 400 501
Evaluator :
can make few errors in grammar 100200 300 400 501
5 can use PREP to structure the speech 100200 300 401 501
tructure .. ..
¢ can organize information in a clear way 101200 300401 501
Evaluator :
can speak in a coherent manner 100200 300 400 501
- can support the point with appropriate evidence 100 20 300 407 501
ontent : : :
Evaluat can consider the opponent’s view and respond to it 100 20 300 407 501
valuator
can effectively persuade others to adopt his/her views 100200 300 401 50
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N Thin/thick
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W Thin/thick
guestion

Challenge
& defend
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Reading strategy: Asking questions

Ask thin Ask thick

questions questions
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HIGHLIGHTS

Go beyond---Making connections

{ K& mE 5 DS &
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/ Home / Alumniand friends / Alumni /

Meet our alumni / Business, law, logistics and
management alumni / Oliver Dickinson - BA
(Hons) International Business graduate

< Share

Oliver Dickinson - BA (Hons)
International Business graduate
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Beyond Text Text to Reality Text to Self
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, Should university students be encouraged to start
4y their own business?

-

E

' ﬁg Unit Project

~ Draft a two-minute opening speech as the
first speaker of your debate team
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How | started my
business while
studying at
University

Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)
Website: http://weconnectstudents. com



http://weconnectstudents.com/

Reading
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Balancing study and socal commitments can be taugh
enough when you're at universaty, but many students
now start thedr osvn business oo, etther because of the
highly competitive job market or simply because thew
want to fulfill their entreprencurial ambitions. One
example is Oliver Dickinson, who explains how he set
up We Connect Students while in the second vear at
the University of Piymouti.

“T'm originally from Lowestoft in Suffolk, but now
my residence is in London. A fow vears ago | was
studying international business at the University

of Plymouth. | never wanted a ‘normal’ career; ['ve

always preferred the idea of fargingmy own path, ,

“The idea of improving things by introducing new
ideas has always appealed to me, My business — We
Connect Students ~ enables employers to scarch a
database of tens of thousands of student profiles

who closely match their selection cnwn’,

Market research
“T came up with my business idea when friends

started applying for internships, Such was the

<)L

competition tor places that they were having
to apply tor many schemes, which meant
employvers must have been receiving many
awful ‘copy-and-paste’ applications from people
who weren’t gemuainely interested. 1 thought
that if the employer could find students who
better matched their needs, the process would
become significantly more efficient for both

parh.:«_, ,

“Belief in my idea came because it was just so
glaringly obvious that there was a problem
that needed solving. 1 tested my business
idea for about four months. 1 developed an
‘alpha version' of my website that had basic
functionality and about 500 students from my
business school registered. Initially, 1 asked

those wha regastered for feedback on my snl(, ,

“Hearing what was rubbish was more important
than what was good, because it enabled me to
make improvements. By that point, T had even
greater belief in my business ides — the problem
I then had was how to fund iL’ ,

<4 0E

g

o) Gk

Start-up funding

“1 formed We Connect Students in 2010, during
my second vear of university. | used money 1'd
made from my previous venture, as well as my
student loan, a lvan from my mother and my
overdraft — quite scary, really. As [ recall, one
week | had just £3 to live u‘, ,

“I then networked my way into an angel
investor community and was offered investment
by cight sources. While T was considering my
options, [ received another call and one three-
hour phone conversation later I'd planned a
trip to Loandon to meet someone who would
s0on become my business partner and advisor, ,

“We managed to make contact with the
lawyer that worked for Mark Zuckerberg
when Facebook was still the facebook.com
He advised us on patents, but it soon became
clear that the only way to mitigate the risk of
compelition was to move as quickly as possible
and create as many barriers as possible
Raising finance — about £500,000 worth — has
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Oliver Dickinson :

Graduated from
University of Plymouth

Majored In
International Business

Founder of
W_eConnectStudents

Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)
Website: http://weconnectstudents. com



http://weconnectstudents.com /

2-Level Questioning

answers In
the text
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What kind of person do you think Oliver is?



What kind of person do you think Oliver is?

2 “I'm originally from Lowestoft in Suffolk, but now my
residence Is Iin London. A few years ago, | was
studying International business at the University of
Plymouth. | never wanted a 'normal' career; I've

always preferred the idea of forging my own path.”
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2-Level Questioning

no direct help readers

readers
think

answers dig deeper
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What do you think...?
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N low do you know...?
What if...”?
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Do you think WE CONNECT STUDENTS
would be a success? And why?



Do you think WeConnectStudents would be
a success? And why?

5 "Belief In my idea came because it was just so glaringly
obvious that there was a problem that needed solving.
| tested my business idea for about four months.
| developed an 'alpha version' of my website that had basic
functionality and about 500 students from my business
school registered. Initially, | asked those who registered for
feedback on my site.”



Do you think WeConnectStudents would be
a success? And why?

6 "Hearing what was rubbish was more important than
what was good, because it enabled me to make
Improvements. By that point, | had even greater belief
IN my business idea — the problem | then had was how

to fund it."



Do you think WE CONNECT STUDENTS
would be a success? And why?



HugeDomains. ..

Home FAQs About us Contact us My account

WeConnectStudents.com
Buy now for: $2,195 / Fo

Questions? Talk to a domain expert:
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Henry Ford
Founder of Ford Motor Company
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Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)
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ASSIGNMENT

Read the rest part of the text.
Raise 3 thick questions and

try to form your answers.




| Thick Question

Start-up
funding

Question of
balance

Networking
opportunities

Oliver’s three
key
pieces of advice
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