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1 OUR TEXT

How I started my 

business while studying 

at university
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Draft a two-minute 

opening speech as 

the first speaker of 

your debate team

Debate topic: Should university students be 

encouraged to start their own business?Unit Project

1 OUR TEXT



Freshmen Non-English Majors

Intermediate Learners

WEAK in 

Critical 

thinking

Pragmatic 

ability

Communicative 

competence

2 OUR STUDENTS
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Not knowing what to say

No strong vocabulary

Not organized 

Content

Language

Structure

OUR STUDENTS



3 TEACHING OBJECTIVES

Not knowing what to say

No strong vocabulary

Not organized

Content

Language

Structure

o Use questioning strategies
o Explain pros and cons

o Use new vocabulary
o Use synonyms

o Use PREP to structure 

o Entrepreneurship Moral 

education o Agree to disagree



• learning-centered

• learning-using 

integration

• whole-person 

education

• output driven

• input enabling

• selective 

learning 
Approach

Production-Oriented Approach

3 TEACHING PRINCIPLES
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Gap PREP
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Thin/thick 
questions

Challenge 
& defend

T-chart 
pros & 
cons
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Dive in 
Ask thin 

questions
Ask thick 

questions Go beyond

5 PROCEDURES---Demo Class Design

Reading strategy: Asking questions



6 HIGHLIGHTS

Dive in

-Engage 

with 

the text

Ask thin questions

Ask thick questions



6 HIGHLIGHTS

Go beyond---Making connections

Text to RealityBeyond Text Text to Self



Dive in Go beyond

6 HIGHLIGHTS
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Unit Project

Draft a two-minute opening speech as the 

first speaker of your debate team

Should university students be encouraged to start

their own business?



How I started my 

business while 

studying at 

University

Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)

Website: http://weconnectstudents.com
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http://weconnectstudents.com/
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2-Level Questioning 

Thin Questions

Thick Questions



Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)

Website: http://weconnectstudents.com

Which University?

What's his major?

What's his business?

Oliver Dickinson

Graduated from 

University of Plymouth

Majored in

International Business

Founder of

WeConnectStudents

http://weconnectstudents.com /


2-Level Questioning 

What…?

Which…?

Who…?

When…?

Where…?

basic 
information

direct 
answers in 

the text

Thin Questions



2-Level Questioning 

Thin Questions

Thick Questions



What kind of person do you think Oliver is?



2 “I'm originally from Lowestoft in Suffolk, but now my

residence is in London. A few years ago, I was

studying international business at the University of

Plymouth. I never wanted a 'normal' career; I've

always preferred the idea of forging my own path.”

What kind of person do you think Oliver is?



2-Level Questioning 

Thin Questions

Thick Questions



2-Level Questioning 

help readers 

dig deeper 

make 

readers 

think

no direct 
answers

Thick Questions



2-Level Questioning 

What do you think…?

Why…?

How do you know…?

What if…?

Thick Questions



Do you think WE CONNECT STUDENTS 
would be a success? And why?



5 "Belief in my idea came because it was just so glaringly

obvious that there was a problem that needed solving.

I tested my business idea for about four months.

I developed an 'alpha version' of my website that had basic

functionality and about 500 students from my business

school registered. Initially, I asked those who registered for

feedback on my site.”

Do you think WeConnectStudents would be 

a success? And why?



6 "Hearing what was rubbish was more important than

what was good, because it enabled me to make

improvements. By that point, I had even greater belief

in my business idea – the problem I then had was how

to fund it."

Do you think WeConnectStudents would be 

a success? And why?



Do you think WE CONNECT STUDENTS 
would be a success? And why?









Unit Project

Draft a two-minute opening speech as the 

first speaker of your debate team

Should university students be encouraged to
start their own business?



2-Level Questioning 

Thin Questions

Thick Questions
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How I started my 

business while 

studying at 

University

Founded: June 2010 (launched May 2012)

Website: http://weconnectstudents.com

http://weconnectstudents.com/


ASSIGNMENT

Read the rest part of the text.

Raise 3 thick questions and 

try to form your answers.



Thick Question Your Opinion

Market research 

Start-up 
funding 

Question of 
balance

Networking 
opportunities

Oliver’s three 
key 

pieces of advice




