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Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

SOVO: A project-oriented base of 
practice  and innovation

Virtual companies: idea, 
innovation, entrepreneurship

Teaching Context



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Core Qualities:

l To apply communicative skills for 

careers

l To cultivate valued qualit ies of 

intercultural communication 

l To develop a logical mind 

l To improve the ability of autonomy 

learning

Teaching Context
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《新编大学英语综合教程1 》

Unit 8: Communication at 

your fingertips  

Teaching Textbook
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Teaching Context
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• IT technology
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Teaching ArrangementTeaching Context
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• Develop an in-depth understanding of different opinions 
regarding digital communication and make your own 
evaluation of these opinions

• Develop a convention of rational use of technology

• Use an anecdote to illustrate your point in an argumentative 
essay

• Talk about various aspects of digital communication and its 
impact on modern life

• Remember the expressions related to digital communication
• Understand the ways of supporting arguments in writing 

Unit Objectives



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Dimension of Assessment 3- Proficient 2- Acceptable 1- Developing

Style: 
The choices the writer makes for 
specific audiences, features may 
include word choice, tone, and 
sentence length and structure

• Sustained awareness of 
audience throughout the 
paper

• Sentence structure varies 
according to the content, 
purpose, and audience

• Sentences are clear, logical 
and enjoyable to read

• Word choice is precise, 
interesting and appropriate 
to the writing task

• Awareness of audience in the 
majority of the paper

• Sentences are varied in 
structure, only occasionally 
choppy or repetitive

• Sentences are generally clear, 
logical and readable

• Writer demonstrates general 
control over vocabulary 
appropriate to the writing 
task

• Minimal or no awareness of 
audience or purpose

• Sentences tend to be basic, 
choppy, or structurally 
repetitive

• Some words chosen are 
vague and inappropriate

Idea or Content Development: 
The depth or sophistication of 
thoughts and ideas, features may 
include research, reasoning, 
evidence, detail, and 
development

• The Central subject argument 
of the paper is clearly 
emphasized and consistent 
with the evidence

• Original ideas or examples or 
independent reasoning are 
fully elaborated throughout 
the paper with logical 
examples, details and 
evidence.

• The central subject or 
argument of the paper is 
clearly identifiable and 
consistent with evidence

• Some original ideas or 
examples or independent 
reasoning are evident

• Supporting ideas are 
developed with some 
examples, details, and/or 
evidence

• Some parts of the paper may 
be well developed, but other 
parts of the paper are only 
partially developed

• The central subject or 
argument of the paper is 
overly general or lacks 
consistency with the evidence

• Ideas are basic or obvious
• Ideas are unclear, irrelevant, 

and/or repeated
• Attempt at development is 

evident, but unsuccessful

Completeness

Organization

Convention

Idea or content 
development

Assessment Dimension

Rubric of Project Assessment



University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Unit Project: An App Proposal  

Sovo is pushing to develop an app 
which could help students use social 
m e d ia  r e a s o n a b ly ,  k e e p  i t  f r o m 
becoming a distraction and aid them in 
their study. And your company is going 
to bid for the best proposal.

Unit Design
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An App Proposal

pre-class after classin-class

P.(1-2) P.(3-4) P.(5-6) P.(7-8)

Conduct an 
interview

Analyze the data & 
Give suggestions Draft a proposal Present the 

proposal

Unit Design



Teaching Context

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

• Remember the 
expressions 
related to 
digital 
communication

• Understand the 
ways of 
supporting 
arguments in 
writing 

In-class

Language 
Objectives

Textbook Usage 

Integration

Reconstruction

• Global reading, detailed 
reading (P. 190)

•  Synonyms (P. 193)
• Word building (P. 193)
• Collocations (P. 193)
• Banked Cloze (P.194)

Adaptation
      

Unit Project: An 
app proposal

Supplement      

• Micro-lectures: 
Key words 

• A Micro-lecture: 
Ways of 
supporting 
argument

Adaptation Reconstruction

Supplement Integration



Teaching Context

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

• Use an 
anecdote to 
illustrate your 
point in an 
argumentative 
essay

• Talk about 
various aspects 
of digital 
communication 
and its impact 
on modern life

In-class

Skill 
Objectives

Textbook Usage 

Adaptation
      

Unit Project: An 
app proposal

Supplement      

Group discussion: 
How social media 
facilitate my day?

Reconstruction

Integration

• Read and think (P. 192)
• Reading 1 (Para. 

2,4,5,6,9,11)

• Using an anecdotes to 
illustrate your point (P. 
195)

• Unit project (P. 203)

Group discussion: 
How social media 
facilitate my day?

• Read and think (P. 192)
• Reading 1 (Para. 

2,4,5,6,9,11)

• Using an anecdotes to 
illustrate your point (P. 
195)

• Unit project (P. 203)



Teaching Context

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

In-class

Textbook Usage 

Value 
Objectives

Conduct an 
interview

Analyze the data 
& Give 

suggestions
Draft a proposal Present the 

proposal

Moral Education

Value 
Objectives

• Develop an 
in-depth 
understandin
g of different 
opinions 
regarding 
digital 
communicati
on and make 
your own 
evaluation of 
these 
opinions

• Develop a 
convention of 
rational use 
of technology



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Values

Skills

Language

Realize the impact of social media on 
people’s life and how to make good 
use of it

Apply anecdotes to illustrate your 
point in an argumentative essay

Understand the use of anecdotes to 
support your argument in writing 

Learning Objectives of the Demo



University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Pre-class In-class After-class

S

C

A

F

F

O

L

D

Recall previous knowledge about a narrative 

Analyze the elements of an anecdote in the 
text

Compare an anecdote with a narrative 

Apply the way of using anecdotes to support 
their arguments

Bridge the gap in knowledge and competence

(Ss): Revise
Production;
(T): Reflect 

and Improve 

(Ss) Online:
C o n d u c t  a n 
i n t e r v i e w  o n 
social media use, 
Work in groups 
and analyze the 
d a t a  a n d  g i v e 
suggestions

(T) Online:
Upload material,
D i a g n o s e 
deficiency and set 
the objective for 
teaching

Teaching Procedure of the Demo



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Unipus Data
Online Feedback

Pre-class In-class After-class

TSCA Final 
production

Performance: questions, pair-work, 
group work

Engagement and Achievement

Evaluation



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Assessment
Dimension 

Checklist Score

Completeness • The writing has a clear argument.
• The writing has an clear anecdote.

Effectiveness

• The anecdote of the writing uses descriptive language 
appropriately.

• The anecdote of the writing is brief and has a clear idea.
• The anecdote of the writing is relevant to the argument.
• The anecdote of the writing is convincing to the argument.

① ② ③ ④ ⑤

① ② ③ ④ ⑤

① ② ③ ④ ⑤

① ② ③ ④ ⑤
① ② ③ ④ ⑤

① ② ③ ④ ⑤

Writing Assessment Rubric
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Unit 8

Communication at your fingertips



Conduct an interview 01Revision

(P. 203 Step 1)  



I think this app should help us organize our time.

I think this app can help us review our course.

I hope this app can help us  communicate with others. 

I hope this app can help us get rid of distractions.

02 Analyze the data and give suggestions
Revision

(P. 203 Step 2)  



Conduct an interview01

Analyze the data and give suggestions02

Draft a proposal03

Present the proposal04

Unit project (P. 203)  



Suggestions   

Supporting evidence

Draft a proposal03
(P. 203 Step 3 ) 



Personal 
stories

Para. 9

Para. 5-6

Para. 4

Para. 2

Social media helps shorten the distance                                 
between those far from each other.

Social media is often used to fill in the space 
between activities such as reading.

Social media can be used to help those 
who are in need.

Complexity is an important feature of 
human interaction with the Internet.

anecdote
A short story based on one’s personal experience

Personal stories Arguments 

Find out the common feature of the following paragraphs
(P. 192 Read and think Exercise 1)  



How to write an anecdote



Language focus

Story Anecdote When Where Who What How Why
First, on my way to the coffee shop, I got a message 
from my 10-year-old son, just saying good morning 
and letting me know he was going to a birthday 
party today. I don’t get to see him all the time. He’s 
growing up in two houses, as I did. But recently, I 
handed down my old iPhone to him so we could 
communicate with each other when we’re apart.

Moments later, I sat down and opened the paper. A 
piece of news immediately caught my attention: In 
China, social media has been used to find lost kids. 
I’m reading about the tears of the family, the rapt 
attention of the town and country, and I’m again 
marveling at the human side of the Internet. 

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

brief

P.187 Para. 2

P.187 Para. 4

 descriptive

(P. 195 Read and write)  

 relevant



Rewrite

Story 

Brief+Descriptive+Relevant

Anecdote 

Last year, I used an instant messenger 
app to work with 4 other students to 
develop a piece of software. However, 
communication proved difficult with this 
app as it  did not have a group chat 
feature, resulting in me having to go back 
and forth organising meeting time. It 
caused our mark to be lower than it 
should have been. It’s necessary for the 
new app to have a group chat feature to 
better aid our study.
 

Last year, I had to work with 4 other 
students to develop a piece of software at 
university. For this, we made use of an 
instant messenger app to allow us to 
organise meetings, as well as who did 
what work. However, communication 
proved difficult with this app as it did not 
have a group chat feature, resulting in me 
having to go back and forth organising 
meeting times. We were all extremely 
f r u s t r a t e d  d u e  t o  i t  c a u s i n g 
miscommunication and caused our mark 
to be lower than it should have been. It’s 
necessary for the new app to have a 
group chat feature to better aid our study.



Is social media the enemy?

Use anecdotes to support your arguments and submit them online

Exercise 



Teaching Context

University
• IT technology
• Application Skills
• Professional Skills

Students
• 2nd semester, Freshmen, Level A
• Digital natives
• L4 (CSE)
• Speaking & Writing

Assessment
Dimension 

Checklist Yes No

Effectiveness

• The writing includes a clear argument.

• The anecdote of the writing is brief.

• The anecdote of the writing is descriptive.

• The anecdote of the writing is relevant to the argument.

Writing Assessment Rubric

I use social media every 
day. I use it to chat with 
my friends and family 
members.  Every t ime 
when I feel bored, I will 
browse my social media 
a n d  t r y  t o  f i n d 
something interesting. 

One day, I saw a picture 
about the dramatic change 
of the ways of people’s 
communication. It shows 
how people rely on social 
media. Eighty percent of 
people spend more than 
six hours per day on social 
media. I think social media 
is an enemy.



I use social media every 
day. I use it to chat with 
my friends and family 
members.  Every t ime 
when I feel bored, I will 
browse my social media 
a n d  t r y  t o  f i n d 
something interesting. 

Assessment
Dimension 

Checklist Yes No

Effectiveness

• T h e  w r i t i n g  i n c l u d e s  a  c l e a r 
argument.

• The anecdote of the writing is brief.

• The anecdote of the writ ing is 
descriptive.

• The anecdote of the writ ing is 
relevant to the argument.

Exercise Feedback

√
√
√

√



Assessment
Dimension 

Checklist Yes No

Effectiveness

• T h e  w r i t i n g  i n c l u d e s  a  c l e a r 
argument.

• The anecdote of the writing is brief.

• The anecdote of the writ ing is 
descriptive.

• The anecdote of the writ ing is 
relevant to the argument.

Exercise Feedback

√
√

√
√

One day, I saw a picture 
about the dramatic change 
of the ways of people’s 
communication. It shows 
how people rely on social 
media. Eighty percent of 
people spend more than 
six hours per day on social 
media. I think social media 
is an enemy.



The gentleman makes things his servants; the petty man is 
servant to things. (Unit 8 Quotation)
                                                                               —— Xunzi

Gentleman ? Petty man ? 



Suggestions   

Supporting evidence

Anecdote 

Draft a proposal03

Convincing    

3. Relevant

1. Brief
2. Descriptive

Summary 



Use anecdotes to support your suggestions in the 
proposal and submit them on Unipus online platform

Summary and Assignment  

Requirements: 

1. The proposal has a clear argument.
2. The anecdote is relevant to the argument.
3. The anecdote is brief and descriptive.



THANK YOU


