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The greatest sage
in China

H. G. Creel



Socrates and his pursuit of truth
The ancient Greek philosophers have played a pivotal role in the shaping of the

Western philosophical tradition. They initiated investigations into how knowledge
is acquired and what knowledge consists of. One of the most influential ancient
Greek philosophers is Socrates. Below is a text on this great thinker. Read this text
to gain a basic knowledge of Socrates and his pursuit of truth.

READING

Confucius and his pursuit of common welfare

Socrates was one of the key figures in the Western philosophical tradition.
Meanwhile, in Chinese philosophy, the equally influential figure was Kong Qiu,
better known as Confucius. He was the founder of the philosophical school

of thought, Confucianism, which had been the official imperial philosophy

of China during a number of dynasties, particularly the Han, Tang and Song
dynasties. During his lifetime, he was dedicated to advocating social and
political reforms that could promote the welfare of the common people. Read
the following text and learn more about Confucius’ life and teachings.
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1 Identify which of the following are Western paintings and which are
Chinese paintings. Is there any difference in their subject matter?

2 Are there different preferences for the subject matter in Western and
Chinese paintings? Why or why not?




DEMYSTIFYING
MONA LISA

E. H. Gombrich




Understanding Mona Lisa

Talking about Mona Lisa, two impressions will pop out. It is familiar —
almost everyone has seen an image of the picture somewhere. But it is

also mysterious — there are so many different and even contradictory
interpretations on it. What makes it such an influential piece? Why does the
woman seem particularly alive? Why do people report to have seen different
things from various angles? The following text helps uncover the mystery.




READING

The subject matter of Chinese paintings
While many important Western paintings such as Mona Lisa are portraits

of figures, Chinese art has seen overwhelming numbers of paintings with

the subject matter of mountains and water. According to a survey, of the
traditional Chinese paintings collected in museums around China, more than

50 percent are about mountains and water. Therefore, it's not surprising for
foreign friends as well as Chinese people to wonder how mountains and

water have come to play such a prominent role in the Chinese art world. The
following text provides a comprehensive elaboration on this issue.
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