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Humanistic and Scientific Spirits

A SR R A

Humanistic and scientific spirits as the driving force mutually working for the progress the
social development and human civilization.
Humanistic Spirit and Scientific Spirit have been engaged each other in the social and
historical changes, especially reflected in literary writings.
The role of higher education is to inherit, develop and improve the two spirits by exploring
the rationality and responsibility.

In the 215t century with the progress of science and the highly developed technologies,
humanistic spirit should be given more attention.

In the mutual work of scientific culture and humanistic culture, the progress of science and
technology and the social development could improve the civilization of human beings.
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“Perhaps we need to establish that, in fact, none of the energy which once existed really has been
lost; that all thoughts and trends, even if they have at particular moments been condemned or cast
off as too alternative, as heretical even, have only temporarily sunk into oblivion: they may well
play a role at any time in the fruitful interaction between ‘past’ and ‘present’ which always
creates a ‘future’ .”

—Peter Rietbergen
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“Fiction is history, human history, or it is nothing.

But it is also more than that; it stands on firmer
ground, being based on the reality of forms and the
observation of social phenomena, whereas history is
based on documents, and the reading of print and
handwriting—on second-hand impression. Thus fiction
is nearer truth. But let that pass. A historian may
be an artist too, and a novelist is a historian, the
preserver, the keeper, the expounder, of human
experience. ”

—Joseph Conrad, Notes on Life and
Letters
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“Past and present events were interchangeable,
capable of being interpreted to exhibit a moral
truth to guide behavior. ”

“History no longer merely took place in time, it
also took place through time; that is, history
became temporalized. As a result, the passage of
time gave each generation a novel perspective on
the past. ---Instead, they needed to be
continually reinterpreted from the standpoint of
a new present. ”
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‘Tomorrow I’ 11 be across the river on the other side. It’ s great to have you as a
friend, as a family friend. My life and experiences at Sichuan and Sichuan University ,
and in China gave me great time.’
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“All the world’s a stage
And all the men and women
merely players:

They have their exits

and their entrances,

And one man in his time plays many parts.”

Shakespeare

—William
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“Then learn that
mortal man must
always look to his
ending, and none can
be called happy until
that day when he
carries his happiness
down to the grave in
peace.

— (Oedipus



Art Man Poetry Philosophy

Art may interpret reality to men, and men to
themselves;

Philosophy:
philosopher teaches obscurely;
poet is popular philosopher;
poetry is philosophy teaching by example;
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The Power of Word
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Story Footnote

“A man can be destroyed but not defeated”

—Hemingway
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Higher Education’s Role-play i3\ )
A F HF €A1

“A university is an association of persons, locally situated, engaged
in caring for and attending to the whole intellectual capital which
composes a civilization. It is concerned not merely to keep an
intellectual inheritance intact, but to be continuously recovering
what has been lost, restoring what has been neglected, collecting
together what has been dissipated, repairing what has been corrupted,
reconsidering, reshaping, reorganizing, making more intelligible,
reissuing and reinvesting. ” ——Michael Oakeshott
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