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8 Professor Jack C. Richards

Professor Jack C. Richards has had an active career in the Asia-Pacific region and is currently
an Honorary Professor in the faculty of education at the University of Sydney where he co-supervises
Ph.D students, and is an Adjunct Professor at Victoria University of Wellington.

He is a frequent presenter worldwide and has written over 150 books and articles on language
teaching as well as many widely used classroom texts including the best-selling Interchange and Four
Corners series published by Cambridge University Press. He is currently General Editor for Over
to You ( CHIARKZFAIEE ) ), a major new college English series for non-English majors in Chinese
universities. He has also written and edited many widely used textbooks for teachers and teachers in
training including Key Issues in Language Teaching, Curriculum Development in Language Teaching,
Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching, and Jack C Richards’ 50 Tips for Teacher Development
(all with Cambridge University Press). His most recent book is Product and Process in Second
Language Teacher Education published in 2018.

In 2011 he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Literature by Victoria University of
Wellington for his services to education and the arts, and in 2014 received the Award for Patronage
from the Arts Foundation of New Zealand. In March 2016, the International TESOL Organization as
part of their 50th anniversary honored Jack C. Richards as one of the 50 TESOL specialists worldwide

to have made a significant impact on language teaching in the last 50 years.

G Trends in English Language Teaching — the 6 Ways in Which Language
Teaching Is Evolving

The presentation will focus on a number of trends in English language teaching and material
development. In our modern world, English is no longer necessarily linked to the culture of English
speaking countries, but can be used by people of different cultural backgrounds in ways that reflect
their own culture and values. Additionally, many situations where people use English are cross-
cultural encounters. Learning English therefore does not merely involve learning the linguistic
resources of English such as grammar and vocabulary, but also learning how to use English in
intercultural situations that are both professional and social. This has led to the development of
teaching approaches in which English is the vehicle for the acquisition of knowledge as well as
competencies such as intercultural communication and critical thinking. Meanwhile, communication
and interaction are essential processes in second language acquisition, providing opportunities for
learners to learn through negotiation of meaning, the use of communication strategies, through
noticing how others use language, and using these processes to expand their language knowledge and
communicative resources. Central to these processes is meaning-driven face-to-face communication,
which may be classroom-based or can make use of opportunities provided by the Internet and
social media. The above trends in English language teaching should be carefully incorporated when

developing teaching materials.
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