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ABSTRACT

The language vitality of non-dominant communities has gained
increasing attention worldwide with international declarations and
national legislation enacted to protect the right of non-dominant
language use and development. As information and communication
technology (ICT) has spread, extending ICT to ethnic or indigenous
languages has lagged. Nevertheless, their use on social media and other
platforms has been growing rapidly, raising the question of their role in
supporting non-dominant language vitality. In 2020 in China, non-
dominant languages were used on various social media platforms to
communicate anti-COVID messages. Drawing on language revitalisation
frameworks, the investigators explore how the global pandemic has
provided minority nationalities in west China the opportunity to
increase recognition of their cultures and languages. We explore how
minority communities in Yunnan and Gansu provinces in western China
participated in China's anti-Covid-19 campaign through the creation
and dissemination of multilingual materials of different forms, genres,
and modes on ICT social media platforms. We argue that using
multilingual and multimodal ICT platforms to publicise countermeasures
against Covid-19 has the potential to contribute to recognition and use
of languages of non-dominant ethnic communities and revitalisation of
heritage languages and cultures.
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Introduction

Worldwide, the question of decreased language vitality or even endangerment of minority, or non-
dominant languages, is gaining more and more concern. Attention ranges from government pol-
icies that provide or withhold rights for the use of languages to community dynamics that influence|
vitality, measured for example, through the Graded Intergenerational Disruption Scale (GIDS)
(Fishman 1991, 2001). An essential component within the GIDS of language vitality is its presence
in public spheres in mass media. Fishman pointed in 1991 to the importance of new media in affect-
ing language vitality (1991). Work on non-dominant languages in social media and their potential
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