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Student-centered
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The Choice Is Mine
By Alexandra Starr

| choose to live by choice, not chance.
| choose to make changes, not excuses.
| choose to be motivated, not manipulated.
| choose to be useful, not used.
| choose self-esteem, not self-pity.
| choose to excel, not compete.

| choose to listen to the inner voice, not the ranC@ﬁE E _
opinion of the crowds.
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Most Americans remember Mark Twain as the
father of Huck Finn's idyllic cruise through eternal
boyhood and Tom Sawyer's endless summer of
freedom and adventure. Indeed, this nation's best-
loved author was every bit as adventurous,
patriotic, romantic, and humorous as anyone has
ever imagined. | found another Twain as well —
one who grew cynical, bitter, saddened by the
profound personal tragedies life dealt him, a man
who became obsessed with the frailties of the
human race, who saw clearly ahead a black wall
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Most Chinese remember Lu Xun as the fath;\r\

of the modern vernacular novel, who through The
Diary of a Madman laid bare Chinese feudal
society of ‘man-eaters” and through The True
Story of Ah Q lampooned the Chinese tendency
toward fatalism and self-abasement at that time.
Indeed, this nation’s outstanding writer was every
bit as dauntless, patriotic, sharp-minded and
encyclopedic as anyone has ever imagined.
However, | found another Lu Xun as well —
one who grew cynical, bitter, irritated by the
obtuse national mentality of the time, who had
been committed to saving the “soul” of the
Chinese people out of the traditions and
conventions that bound China to its feudal past.
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2016 Mk EW 2016 94.74 % 40.6 %
NRERFEI 2017 84.51 % 37.65 %
2018 87.69 % 35.78 %
2019 84 % 34.96 %
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