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The Silk Road found a place in history because
artifacts, and because trade and tolerance were
so intertwined.

Trade was not the primary purpose of the
Silk Road, more a k of pathways than
a road, in its heyday. Instead, the Silk Road

4 Excavated materials shed light on the nature

of the Silk Road trade. These materials, written
on papez, silk, leather and wood, survive only
in dry locales, places like Niya, Loulan, Kucha,
Turpan and Khotan in Xinjiang; Dunhuang
in Gansu; and Chang’an, the capital during
the Han dynasty and the Tang dynasty. These

changed history, largely b the peopl
whonunagedtomvdakmgplnotanofthe
Silk Road planted their cultures like seeds of
in new h mixed with local
Mmddh\mdoﬁmmpsm
followed. Sites of ined v,
oasis towns like Turpan, Dunhuang or Khotan,
enticed still others to cross over mountains and
traverse oceans of sand. While not much of a
commercial route, the Silk Road became the
planet’s most fa 1 1 artery for the
ood\mgwbetw«n&standmdxehgims
art, languages and new technologies.

We use the term “Silk Road” to refer generally
to the exchanges between China and places
farther to the west, including Central Asia, West
Asia, Africa and, on rare occasions, Europe.
Most vigorous before the year 1000, these
exchanges were often linked to Buddhism.

documents were recovered not only from
bs, but also from aband d postal stati
hors and h beneath the dry d Found

by accident, many of them were written by people
from all sodial levels, not simply the Lterate and
powerful Their authors did not expect later
generations to read them, yet they offer a glimpse
into the past that's often refreshingly p 1
1 and rand

Factrzal 3

The modern discovery of the Silk Road
began in 1895 when the Swedish explorer
Sven Hedin launched his first expedition
into the Taklamakan Desert in search of the
source of the Khotan River. After 15 days, he
discovered that he was not carrying enough
water for himself and the four men with him.
He did not turm back, not wanting to admit
that his expedition had failed. When their
supply ran ocut, he began a desperate search,

lly locating a but not before two
men perished.

The legacy of
the Silk Road
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2 In Chinese culture, the dragon is a sy 1 of vi . Unlike We d iental
&amm\muﬂymsbﬂudwmamlmlm\ghc\asymbolm
Ckmeseﬁolkluemmemplsndmmbec\bumtowmhhd
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the Chi are £ d to as “the descendants of the dragon.”
P Through the symbol of the drag y Chi see qualities which they desire
and value such as h i visd. and po . The dragon is a protector. Legend

hasttﬂ\ztﬂ\ednga\cmﬂxolshrak\ﬁvﬂshkasa\dhms d\ryca‘npzohct&\n
innocent and give them safety. In real life, the Chinese have the Year of the Dragon. It
is said that anyone bormn in this year will be healthy, wealthy and wise. Historically, the
dragon was associated with the emperor of China and used as a symbol to represent
imperial p . In order to phasize the iati P wore robes with a
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Complete the sentences with sultable adverbs or prepositions to
collocate with the italicized words.
1 When shopping oniine, you may post a sewew in exchange
a free or dacounted product
2 |lock forward to sasng you nest manth at the seminar and
the meantene, shoukd you have any quenes, please do
nat hesitate ta contact me
3  Customers were amared at the range of products
offer in the new supermarket
4  The busmessman was deep debt and could see no
way out

w

Those companies that can provde goodsorservices 3
low cost aee Tkely to survive the financial orises

Vocabulary learning strategies
- In the text, there are many words that are related to economy, such
a3 "lease” (Para. 5) and "economies of scale” (Para. 7). You can scan

the QR code to learn more about words related to economy.

Language focus

“Rather than ..* s normally used In structures in which two things are
compared. For example, "Rather than grab a share of an
existing market ... SolarCity is tapping into Innovations to create

by mow markets ..." (Para. 10). You can scan the QR code to learn
more about this structure.
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Understanding the text
Words and
expressions
Sharpening your skills
Collocations

Building your language
Vocabulary
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F—ATEE (ERIE ) &£880381 > Unit 1 Anewjourneyin life > iExplore 1 > 1-2 iExplore 1: Reading

Reading in detail Vocabulary

Read the text in detail. You can refer to Language points and Translation when necessary. Click the play button to listen to the audio of

the text.

Language points

campus

n.

[C] the land and buildings of a school,
college, or university #575]

We have rooms for 900 students on campus.

1 | remember my first night on campus, lying on a hard and slightly
stained matiress, surrounded by four blank walls and listening to the
heartbeat of a fast-moving city outside my window. | felt very small. It was
as if | had literally been transported into another world, and in a way | had:
One day | had been at home in the suburban town where | had lived for 18
years and knew everyone, and the next day | had moved into a tiny room
in a huge city across the country where | didn't know anyone. | had always
thought there would be a neat transition between my previous self and my

college self, but it turns out identity is more complex than that.

2 It was strange to feel my past life almost drop away as | entered this
brand-new phase of my life. | didn't know how to define myself during my

first couple of months at Penn because everything that defined me was

00:20 —ba
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speakers,

L2 Check (¢) the aspects that the speakers
mentioned about campus life.

Sports

Events and activities

Student union

Parties and gatherings

Food and drinks

Dorm rooms

ooooooo
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Lectures

1 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

A2 1 Whatis your campus life like?
ﬁ 2 Do you feel excited about living on campus?
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BRAVE NEW WORLDS

I remember my first night on campus, lying on a hard and slightly stained
mattress, surrounded by four blank walls and listening to the heartbeatof a
fast-moving city outside my window. I felt very small. [t was as if | had literally

been transported into another world, and in a way I had: One day I had been
at home in the suburban town where I had lived for 18 years and knew )
everyone, and the next day I had moved into a tiny room in a huge city across N,

the country where 1 didn’t know anyone. I had always thought there would be
a neat transition between my previous self and my college self, but it turns out
identity is more complex than that.

Tt was strange to feel my past life almost drop away as I entered this brand- [}

new phase of my life. I didn’t know how to define myself during my first
couple of months at Penn because everything that defined me was back in - .
California. I felt disconnected from my college friends K
because they only knew the college me. How could

they really know me without knowing what Mission \"w
Boulevard looked like late at night with the Niles hills 5
standing out in the background? How could they know me !

without knowing the friends who I had journeyed to Japan
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M Task: Designing 4 Questionnaire

il © Language competence

v 12 Learning competence: 1o organize collected and analyzed

. information for academic purpose
¥ Collaborative competence
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