
Teaching Plan 

1. General introduction:  
     the target audience, the objectives, the materials 

2. Teaching procedure 
3. Reflection 
 



1. General introduction 
Target audience: second-year non-English majors 
Teaching objectives: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is art for? 
Why we look at art? 

How to look at art? 
How to talk about 
an artwork? 

Critical thinking 
Autonomous learning 
 

knowledge Skills Ability 

Teaching materials:  a textbook, a micro-lecture, 
a learning guide.  



Extended 
expressions 

Suggested 
structure 

A sample essay 
on Mona Lisa 

Useful sentence 
patterns 



2. Teaching procedure: 

① What is art for? 
 

②  Why do we look at art? 
 

③ How to look at art and talk about an    
artwork?  

5 mins 

15 mins 



Contents 

① What is art for? 
        review 
           
 
 
Origin: Lion-man/ 
Hohlenstein-Stadel 
 
Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion-man 

 
Lion-man 



Homo sapiens  
智人 

Prehistorical life 



4000 years ago? 

Size 
Height: 30 cm 
Width: 5.6 cm 
Thickness: 5.9  cm 
 





Revolution of cognition 



Contents 
1. What is art for? 
 Practicality make us live on and art makes us live. 
 
2. Why do we look at art? 
 We look at art to start to feel, to think, to 

conclude the change in us and change in our 
surroundings.  

 Art of previous centuries is the heritage of the 
humanity and civilization.                              

 
    
  
 
 
 
 



Contents 

1. What is art for?   
 

2. Why do we look at art? 
 

3. How to look at art and talk about an 
artwork? 



  
 
3. How to look at art and talks about an artwork? 
 
 

15 mins 

Sample essay 
on Mona Lisa 



Basic facts 

Description 

Analysis 

Interpretation 

 
        290 words 



How to look at a painting? 

1. Basic facts: 
 What?  
 Who? 
 When? 
 Where? 
 Why? 

2. Description: 
 Lines 
 Color 
 Perspectives 
 Brushwork 
 Composition 

3. Analysis: 
 Historical context 
 Compare and contrast 
 Critical judgement 

4. Interpretation: 
 Your feelings 
 Your reflections 
 Your evaluation 



  
 
3. How to look at art and talks about an artwork? 
 
 

Structure Language Producing 
 (5 mins)  (5 mins) 

 
 

   in class (5 mins) 
  oral composition 

  after class(…) 
   Research, writing 
 
 

? 
15 mins 



Students’ work 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 

3 

iPrepare 

iExplore 

iProduce 

Reviewing  
Understanding 

Analyzing 
Structure & 

language 

Oral composition 
 

3. Reflection 

Sample 
essay 

After the class … 
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