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Effect of Alignment on L2 Written

Production

L+CHUMING WANG and *MIN WANG

'Guangdong University of Foreign Studies and *Xi'an Jaotong University
*E-mail: wangem@gdufs edu.cn: zjdxwm@126.com

This article aims to uneover how L2 writing is alfected by alignment, a socio-
cognitive process involving dynamic coordination and adaptation. For this, two
studies were conducted. Study 1 required two groups of 24 learners of English
a3 a foreign language (EFL) to continue in English two stories with their endings
remnoved, both of which had a Chinese version and an English version. Each group
continued one story following the reading of its Chinese version and the other
following the reading of its English version. Study 2 asked another two groups of
24 EFL learners to write, withouot an input text, on two opics meant to activate
their eontextual knovwledge. One topic was related to an English film and the other
to an L1-based anecdotal experience. Results showed that (i) alignment rmanifested
itself in the continuation when the leamers performed the English-version task, as
they used more lexical items in the original story and thus commited significantly
fewer errors in comparison with their performance on the Chinese-version sk,
and (i) a task that activated the learners’ L1 contextual knowledge incurred
signiificantly more L1 transfer errors due o sell-alignment.

INTRODUCTION

Over the past few years, alignment in language use has aroused considerable
interest in the field of psycholinguistics and L2 research (Pickering and Garrod
2004: Atkinson eral. 2007; Costa ez al. 2008). The notion of alignment generally
refers to a socio-cognitive process in which human beings engage in coordinated
interaction and dynamically adapt to each other, but researchers somewhat
differ in their construals of it due to differing research perspectives. Some psy-
cholinguists such as Pickering and Garrod (2004) contend that alignment con-
stitutes the mechanism of successful dialogue in L1 communicative interaction.
L2 researchers like Atkinson ez al. (2007} hold a more general view, maintaining
that alignment takes place ‘not just between human beings, but also between
human beings and their social and physical environments’ (p. 171) and consti-
rutes ‘a crucial aspect of L2 acquisition’ (p. 170). L2 research along this line has
opened up a new avenue, whereby the role of interaction in L2 learning pro-
cesses can be scrutinized in a more in-depth manner, thus enriching the inter-
action approach to second language acquisition (SLA). In spite of its theoretical
promise, L2 research on alignment is still in its beginning stage, and the few
studies (Atkinson er al. 2007; Costa ef al. 2008; Kootstra van Hell and Dijkstra
2010) reported so far focus mainly on alignment during interpersonal
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Cause & Effect

For my birthday this month, my wife has offered to treat me to dinner at a
restaurant of my choice. I think she expects me to ask for a meal at a classiest
expensive restaurant in town. However, I’'m going to eat my birthday dinner
at McDonald’s. The reasons for eating at McDonald’s are clear. First,
McDonald’s does not have a jacket-and-tie rule: I can feel comfortable
wearing my jeans or warm-up suit. Second, McDonald’s does not require any

reservations: I can leave my house whenever I’m ready.




Comparison and Contrast

As a creature, I eat; as a man, I read. Although one action i1s
to meet the primary need of my body and the other 1s to
, they are
in a way quite similar. For instance, we should not eat too
much without digesting and assimilating, nor should
we .

While we are eating, we should leave out the rotten part of
the food which will do harm to our health; and while we are

reading, we
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Treatment 1

Structure of the body

paragraph

Topic sentence 80% 50%

Wrap -up 0% 45%




Treatment 2

Structure of the body

paragraph

Topic sentence 80% 25%

Wrap -up 100% 50%
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March 16, 2018

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
2 Baiyun N Ave, Baiyun Qu
Guangzhou Shi, Guangdong Sheng, China, 510000

Dear Dr. Chuming Wang,

Thank you again for accepting our invitation to give a keynote address on “The X-
argument to move forward the interactional approach to L2 acquisition” at the upcoming
4" |nternational Conference on Language, Interactivity & Cognition (CILC 4), to be held
August 1-5, 2018 at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa in Honolulu, Hawai'i. We look
forward to your talk. We will contact you later regarding the specific day and time slot for
your presentation.

For your services, we are pleased to offer you complimentary registration and meals
during the conference. We are currently working to raise additional funding support for
the conference, and we are hoping that we will also be able to cover your lodging during
your conference stay.

If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact us at cilcd @hawaii.edu.

Sincerely,

im Ygshioka, CILC 4 Conference Coordinator

on behalf of Dr. Dongping Zheng, CILC4 Conference Chair
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