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Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. talk about possible difficulties in cross-cultural marriages

2. understand the structure of the text and the device for developing it: comparison and
contrast

3. master some words or expressions related to marriage and apply them

4. learn about the differences between Chinese and western concepts of marriage.

Teaching procedures:

(Pre-step: revision of words and expressions that students were required to learn before
class )

l. Lead-in:

Step 1. Display a picture of “You are the one (£ Z]$l)” and several pictures of foreigners
leaving the stage with a chinese hand in hand, to show there are a lot of couples from
different races nowadays.

Step 2. Discussion : If these couples want to get married, will they meet any problems?

(Teacher show some clues for brainstorming and ask studens to develop ideas by comparison
and contrast.)

Il. Text Structure Analysis

(Theme for discussion—comparison and contrast analysis—Conclusion )
Main idea: introduce the story by listening to a short passage and answering two
guestions about it to get the main idea of the story in the text.

1. Understanding the structure of the text :

e Part one (paras. 1-4) :
(1) What did Gail and Mark learn from their racial and cultural differences?

(Their racail and cultural differences enhanced their relationship and taught them a
great deal about tolerance, compromise, and being open with each other. )

(The question is designed to inspire students’ critical thinking on the essence of




relationships)
e Part two ( paras. 5-9) :

(1) Gail's mother thought the biggest problem for Gail and Mark’s marriage is that
perhaps Gail still didn’t know Mark well enough and she worried Gail might marry
Mark for the wrong reason that she married her husband.(para.7) _T_

(2) Gail thought waiting was a good idea. (para.9) _F_

(compare Gail’s mother and Gail’s attitudes)

e Part three ( paras. 10-21) :

Question: Gail’s father put forward three reasons in trying to persuade Gail to put off
their decision, what are they?

(compare Gail’s father and mother’s attitudes)
lll. Language study
Compromise:

n. an agreement that is achieved after everyone involved accepts less than what they
wanted at first

eg. After several hours of discussion, they managed to reach a compromise.
v. reach an agreement by making a compromise
eg. We finally compromised on a price.
Collocation:
Reach a compromise
Compromise with sb on/over sth
Tolerance: (omitted)

After learning the words, students will be asked to talk about their understanding of marriage
and cross-cultural marriage.

IV. Cultural Focus

1. Summarize the western outlooks on marriage with the help of key words and expressions
from the text.
2. Compare the Chinese and western concepts of marriage




V. Assignments
1. Write a composition comparing Chinese and western concepts of marriage.

2. Project: each group watch the video of the harvard course Positive Psychology,summarizes
keys to happy marriages and make presentation in the next class.

(This assignment is designed to enable students to develop critical thinking on marriage and
relationships.)
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1. Learn something about cross-cultural marriages

2. Understand the structure of the texts and the devices for developing them.

4. Grasp some keys words, phrases and some useful sentence patterns
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1. Lead—in and text structure analysis

2. Critical thinking enhancement and difficult language points analysis
3. Writing assignment analysis and other exercises

4. Development of reading skills
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