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Lesson Plan

Unit 1 Half a Day

Background Information

Analysis of Teaching Objects

105 freshmen in three classes, most of them are from countryside and remote areas. They can
hardly express themselves in English, barely for English listening. But they are interested in
English study and have strong ability of memorizing and imitating. They can grasp the main idea
of a passage but cannot uncover the themes or the implied meaning without guidance. They are
good at making multiple choices of grammar, but cannot finish a proper and formal writing.
Based on the learners’ cognitive levels, this course aims to facilitate the development of their

language skills, enrich their language knowledge, as well as cultivate their critical thinking,

Analysis of Teaching Material

This text tells us about the narrator’s confusion over the speed with which his life seemed to
have passed, and the changes that had occurred in his world. However, the author reveals this
idea through a metaphoric narration in which the narrator experiences a lot in a short period.
That is to say, there contains various metaphorical meanings in the text. Therefore, particular
attention should be paid on the implied meanings of sentences. During the reading, guidance

should be put more on the association of metaphors and multiple themes.

Lesson Duration 45 mins/period




Part I Gist Reading

Teaching Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the learners will be able to

Language Knowledge:

find the words and phrases indicating feelings, experiences and changes.

Language Skills:

1. summarize the main idea of the three parts;

2. get the reading skill of discovering hints.

Affects:

get the proper inspiration of time and life from the story and set up goal of life.

Language Foci and Anticipated Difficulties

Focus: uncover the main idea of the story

Difficulties: uncover the hints indicating feelings, experiences and changes

Methods and Aids to be used

Teaching Method: Task-based Method
Learning Method: Cooperative Learning, Inquiry-based Learning

Teaching Aids: Multimedia devices and PPT documents

Stage Names and Aims Approx. Procedures
Time

(mins)

Pre-class Activities

Preview 120 1. Learners finish the pre-class work on P.5-P.6 on

the textbook:

To get learners fully prepared for _
1)Choose the statement that best explains your

the class.

understanding of the text;




2.

2)Learn the new words and expressions listed

below;

Learners finish 30 multiple choices of the new

words and expressions online.

In-class Activities

1. Introduction 2 1. Greet learners;
To raise learners’ awareness of 2. Introduce the lesson’s aims and steps.
anticipated learning outcomes
2. Lead-in activities 3 1. Introduce the two characters today: the little fish
and the little boy;
To get learners to be prepared for
2. Footage— Ask learners to watch a footage from
the text . -
the movie “Finding Nemo” and answer the
question “What is Nemo’s feeling for his first
day of school?”.
3. Pre-reading Activity 2 Briefly introduce the structure of the story.
To get learners a first impression
on the story and prepared for the
reading
4. While-reading Activities 18 1. Assign three questions for gist reading;

To get learners to grasp the main
idea of each part by hint reading

and comparing-reading

. Hint-finding: learners read Para. 1-7 and find out

the hints that could answer the question “What
was the little boy’s feeling for his first day

school?”;

. Comparing-reading: learners read Para. 13-15

and make a comparison between the positive
things and negative ones experienced by the

little boy in school;

. Hint-summary: learners read Para. 17-18 and




summarize one key word for the description
after school.
5. Post-reading Activities 10 Group-work: learners discuss in groups what
To help learners to find the inspiration they can get from the story:
inspiration of the text a) What does “Half a Day” mean?

b) What do the three steps of going to school mean
to the protagonist?

6. Reproduction and 6 1. Learners summarize 3-5 key words for the
Demonstration inspiration from the story;

To get learners to improve the 2. Learners write down their inspiration in a wise
abilities of summarization and and philosophical sentence based on the key
critical thinking words and post it online;

3. Learners are invited to read aloud their own
sentences and support their ideas with proper
reasons.

7. Conclusion 4 1. Remind learners of lesson objectives, and invite

To conclude the lesson and evaluation of achievement;

raise learners’ awareness of 2. Assign homework: preparation for the next

how well they achieve lesson: underline the present participles in
the text and analyze the function and effect.

After-class activities

Review and Homework
To review the text and finish the

homework

120

1. Review the main structure and idea of the text;
2. Finish the homework assigned: underline the
present participles in the text and analyze the

function and effect.




PartII Close Reading

Teaching Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the learners will be able to

Language Knowledge:

grasp the rules and function of present participles.

Language Skills:

1. analyze the effect of present participle;

2. use present participles to talk and write about related topics.

Affects:
appreciate the beauty in using the present participles in sentences to achieve the

coherence and briefness.

Language Foci and Anticipated Difficulties

Focus: the function of present participles

Difficulties: how to make sentences with present participle

Methods and Materials to Be Used

Teaching Method: Task-based Method
Learning Method: Cooperative Learning, Inquiry-based Learning

Teaching Aids: Multimedia devices and PPT documents

Stage Names and Aims Approx. Procedures
Time
(mins)
Pre-class Activities
Preview Learners finish the pre-class work on P.9 on the
To get learners fully prepared for textbook:
the class 120 1. Read the text one more time for a better
understanding. Then think over the following




excerpts;
2. Prepare to ask your own questions on the text;
3. Post at least two questions to discussion board

online.

In-class Activities

1. Introduction 2 1. Greet learners;
To raise learners’ awareness of 2. Introduce the lesson’s aims and steps.
anticipated learning outcomes
2. Lead-in Activities: 3 1. Check the homework;
2. Learners contrast the models:
To get learners to be prepared for
the text a) I walked alongside my father, and I clutched
his right hand.
b) I walked alongside my father, clutching his
right hand.
3. Learners analyze the differences and form a
rough idea on present participle.
3.Presentation 10 1. Analysis of the function and usage:
1) Learners read the text again and locate some
To get learners to analyze the
rules and function of present sentences similar to the model;
participle in the text 2) Learners analyze the rules and function of
present participle in the text: clutching, hoping,
laughing, tearing, waiting, sorting, announcing...
2. Group Discussion: learners discuss how the
actions are combined logically in those sentences
3. Summary: learners summarize the principles and
function of present participle.
4. Practice 15 1. Learners translate three Chinese sentences into

To consolidate learners’ skill of

English with present participle in pairs;




applying present participle

2. Three learners are invited to write down their
translation on the blackboard;
3. Learners will be evaluated mainly on the

appropriateness of the use of present participle.

5. Production 10 Passage rewriting: learners work in groups,

To deepen learners’ understanding rearrange those simple sentences in sentence bank

of present participle and form a fluent passage with proper use of
present participle.

6. Conclusion 5 1. Remind learners of lesson aims, invite

To conclude the lesson and
raise learners’ awareness of

how well they achieve

evaluation of achievement;

2. Assign homework: make up a story with the
given words by using their present participle
forms --- believe, discover, feel, find, imagine,

notice, remember, see.

After-class activities

Review and Homework
To review the rules and function of
present participle and finish the

homework

120

1. Review the rules and function of

present participle;

2. Finish the homework assigned: make up a story
with the given words by using their present
participle forms --- believe, discover, feel, find,

imagine, notice, remember, see.




Part Il Theme Reading

Teaching Objectives

By the end of this lesson, student will be able to

Language Knowledge:

1. learn the background information about the author and his country;

2. explore the multiple themes of the story.

Language Skills:

learn metaphor through a close reading of the text.

Affects and Cultural Awareness:

enlarge vision to some non-English-speaking countries so as to have a global view.

Language Foci and Anticipated Difficulties

Focus:the analysis of the multiple themes

Difficulties: how to get the deep meaning of metaphor in reading.

Methods and Materials to be used

Teaching Method: Task-based Method

Learning Method: Cooperative Learning, Inquiry-based Learning

Teaching Aids: Multimedia devices and PPT documents

Stage Names and Aim

Approx.
Time
(mins)

Procedures

Pre-class Activities

Preview

120

1.

Learners get to know The Background of the




To get learners fully prepared for

the class

Author Naguib Mahfous through flipped class
video;
2. Learners work in groups to make a
presentation about the author, including his

career, writing style and political influence;

3. Learners submit their power-points online.

In-class Activities

1. Introduction 2 1. Greet learners;
To raise learners’ awareness of 2. Introduce the lesson’s aims and steps.
anticipated learning outcomes
2. Lead-in 4 Footage—-Learners watch a footage
To get learners to be prepared for about Egypt and describe the life in Cairo.
the text
3. Pre-reading Activities: 5 1. Oral presentation: one group will be invited to
make a presentation about the author Naguib
To get learners to be equipped with ) ) . -
Mahfous, including his career, writing style and
available background information S
political influence;
for the text ) .
2. Presenters answer the questions raised by the
audience.
4.While-reading activities 12 Political Theme Exploration:

To raise learners’ awareness of

political theme of the text

1. Learners discuss and find political theme in the
text;

2. Learners are directed to analyze how this theme
is revealed in terms of metaphors.

3. Learners share their findings orally.




5. Post-reading activities 18 Multiple Theme Exploration and Appreciation:
To get learners to improve the 1. Learners discuss and find themes from different
abilities of theme analysis and perspectives in groups;
critical thinking 2. Three groups will be invited to share their own
opinions;
3. Peer Evaluation: learners comment on the three
groups’ presentation.
6. Conclusion 4 1. Remind learners of lesson aims, invite

To conclude the lesson and
raise learners’ awareness of

how well they achieve

evaluation of achievement;

2. Assign homework: read another article written

by Naguib Malfous, discuss and analyze its

themes in groups.

After-class Activities

Review and Homework
To review the text and finish the

homework

120

1. Review the themes of the text;

2. Finish the homework assigned: read one of the

stories in The Time and the Place and Other

Stories by Naguib Malfous, discuss
analyze its themes in groups;
3. Form group reports and post them

online.

and




Part IV Extensional Writing

Teaching Objectives

By the end of this lesson, student will be able to

Language Knowledge:

1. master words, expressions about the main idea and themes of the text;

2. learn the usage of metaphor in writing,.

Language Skills:

1. appreciate the metaphor from a literary level;

2. write an essay review on the text using metaphors.

Affects and Culture Awareness:

1. establish positive attitude towards the changes of various societies;

2. develop critical thinking about ups and downs in one’s life.

Language Foci and Anticipated Difficulties

Focus: writing skill of metaphor

Difficulties: how to write essay review using metaphors

Methods and Materials to be used

Teaching Method: Task-based Method
Learning Method: Cooperative Learning, Inquiry-based Learning

Teaching Aids: Multimedia devices and PPT documents

Stage Names and Aims Approx. Procedures
Time

(mins)




Pre-class Activities

Preview

To get learners fully prepared for

the class

120

1. Learners vote for the best report on the themes
of the story in The Time and the Place and Other
Stories by Naguib Malfous online;

2. Learners review vocabulary related to the main
1dea and themes of the text;

3. Learners review metaphors related to the themes

of the text.

In-class Activities

1. Introduction 2 1. Greet learners;
To raise learners’ awareness of 2. Introduce the lesson’s aims and steps.
anticipated learning outcomes
2. Lead-in 2 Individual learners will be invited to retell
To get learners to be prepared for the text based on given mind map.
the text
3. Pre-writing: 5 1. Learners list key words, expressions and
metaphors about the themes through mind map;
To provide learners with writing ) ) . )
2. Group discussion: learners discuss how to write
materials and structure needed ) o
an essay review (main idea, themes, and
comments) ;
3. Pair discussion: learners work in pairs to finish
the outline of the essay review.
4.While-writing: 15 1. Individual writing: learners write the first draft

To practice learners’ writing

ability based on the outline

according to the outline individually within the
required time;

2. Teacher’s guidance: lead the learners to give
their own comments on the metaphors about the

themes in the text.




5. After-writing 16 1. Self-proofreading: learners proof-read their first

To improve learners’ language draft by correcting the spelling and grammar;

correctness in writing 2. Peer-proofreading: learners read each other’s
essay review and help to improve the writing
from the aspects of logic and diction.

6. Conclusion 5 1. Learners’ summary: encourage learners to

To re-familiarize learners with

writing devices of the essay review

summarize the structure of an essay review;

2. Teacher’s summary: emphasize the significance
of readers’ critical thinking in the writing of
essay review;

3. Assign homework:

1) Ask learners to submit the revised essay
review to the website www.pigai.org as the
records of their writing performance.

2) Learners finish one of the Online Quizzes of

Lesson One in the database

online;

3) Learners preview Lesson Two.

After-class Activities

Review and Homework
To review the text and finish the

homework

120

1. Submit the revised essay review to the website

WWW.pigai.org;
2. Finish one of the Online Quizzes of
Lesson One in the database online;

Preview Lesson Two.

3. Preview Lesson Two.
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