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 Supporting evidence 

A. The defendant lethally injected five 

people, causing their death. 

B. The patients faced an inevitable, 

imminent and excruciating death. 

C. According to the law, intentionally 

causing the death of others is murder. 

D. In a setting that was punishing, cruel 
and unusual, her actions were humane. 
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Should the doctor who assisted the suicide  

be trialed for murder? 
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A. The defendant injected five people, 
causing their death. 

B. The patients faced an inevitable, 
imminent and excruciating death. 

C. According to the law, intentionally 
causing the death of others is murder. 

D. In a setting that was punishing, cruel 
and unusual, her actions were humane. 
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The defendant injected five 

people, causing their death. 

 

According to the law, 

intentionally causing the death 

of others is murder. 
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 The patients faced an inevitable,   

 imminent  and excruciating death. 

In a setting that was punishing,  

cruel and unusual, her actions were  
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Making an effective argument 

persuasive empathetic 

  Facts   Opinions 

reliable, objective, irrefutable emotionally appealing adjectives 



Arguments 

For 
• moral right of free choices  

• the duty to relieve others’ suffering 

Against 

• moral duty to protect and preserve all life 

 

• posing a threat to the lives of innocent people 

 

• violating the rights of others 
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 Should assisted suicide be legalized? 

Argument   
having a moral duty 
to relieve others’ 
suffering 

Evidence  
the number of cases of 
assisted suicide doubled 
in the Netherlands where 
assisted suicide is legal 

Argument  
posing a threat to 
the lives of innocent 
people 

Evidence 
refusing pleas of painful 
patients is cruel and 
inhumane Matching  



 Does the ethicist use 
any facts or opinions?  
 

 Do you find it 
emotionally appealing? 

 Does the lawyer use any 
facts or opinions?  
 

 Are you persuaded by it? 

Checklist 

 
 
 
refusing pleas of painful 
patients is cruel and inhumane 
 

 
 
 
the number of cases of 
assisted suicide doubled in 
the Netherlands  
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dissolving as it lands. 
飘然落地 化为尘土 

To die like a falling snowflake, 
死时愿如雪花 

flaming to the last breath; 
燃烧到生命最后一刻 

To live like a burning fire, 
生时愿如火花 
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