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| Argumentation Theory
10 rules for critical discussion

these 10
ules would

result in

various
fallacies in
reasoning.

Eemeren, F. H. van, et al. Argumentation: Analysis and Evaluation. New
York: Routledge, 2017. I
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Unit 6 Literacy and Technology

iExplore 2
Will digital reading erode our ability to understand the world?




Paragraphs 1& 2:
Fears of people nowadays are old fears in a new form

Decision-making while reading changes the
cognitive mode

3) of the brain.

Such links and distractions require one to The cognitive switch of the brain disturbs U
make split-second . . proper reading 2
2) decisions while reading. D
D
t ’ N

The nature of digital text: It has So people fear that digital text will ruin

,l)links and distractions. thE ab|||ty 5) to read properly

Exercise 2,
P.132
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“In ancient Greece, Socrates
reportedly didn’t fancy a
literate society. He felt that
- people would lose the
- capacity to think for
. themselves, simply adopting
the perspective of a handy
written opinion, and that
they would cease to
remember what could be

written down.”
----Para. 3, iExplore 2
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The apparent logicality

Literacy

1N

simply adopt
the perspective...

- ! \0

—

i /A lose the capacity to
s think for themselves




Does the cause always lead to the effect?

Sometimes we do...but that
emphatically does not mean
we would always...

(definitely/ unquestionably)
LU AL AR i i e i b
rrithien opinion, 2nd that
they would cease to
remember what could be
written down.”

----Para. 3, iExplore 2

The apparent logicality

literacy
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cease to
remember...
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Does the cause always lead to the effect?

“In ancient Greece, Socralies
reportedly didn’ fancy a
literate society. = f=lf: tha
peoRle would [ose The
CERaCity o think for
hemselves, simply 2Copiing
e perspective of 2 hancy
Wiriizien opinion, and that

There iIs much evidence to
suggest that...

The apparent logicality

literacy
B

cease to
remember...



Possible causal relationship

Writing creates a

Reading enables record of thinking...

people to...
Result 2 |
p S
losing the capacity
to think for oneself

a catastrophe for knowledge?
a huge boon?

literacy
It

It isn’t that...It's that...



’ Literacy: the ability to read and write

People would simply adopt the People would cease to remember
perspective of a handy written opinic what could be written down

lead to t
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Summary: the validity rule
How to refute unacceptable causal arguments

Eemeren, F. H. van, et al. Argumentation: Analysis and Evaluation. New
York: Routledge, 2017. I



How to refute invalid causal arguments:
do-it-yourself kit

Useful Expressions

hat's partly true.
| take your point, but...

| partly agree with...

To some extent, you are right, but
ere’s where you get it wrong...

Step 1. give
qualified approval

N

: FLF (R R M TR R B AR R R . \
Step 2. disagree ~
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HEFATIE, JRRMGITE T, THRATHELRET.
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P134. exercise 3
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Fears of people nowadays

----Are they old, old fears in a new form?

Decision-making while reading changes the
3) cognitive mode of the brain.

e
Q.
t J :
Such links and distractions require one to The cognitive switch of the brain disturbs 3
make split-second i , _ N
2) decisions while reading. 4) proper reading
The nature of digrtal text: It has So people fear that digital text will ruin
‘|) links and distractions the ability 5) to read properly

Exercise 2, Page 132




Assignments

'- Writing : Will digital reading erode our ability to read properly?
,‘ (250 words, using the expressions from exercise 3 on page
134)

Upload your essays to http://iwrite.unipus.cn/ .

T
—
)
Q.
cC
Q
®

Vote for the best essay and explain why.

1?_11 h“E

P134. exercise 3. Translate sentences using the structures
for refuting/defending a point of view.



http://iwrite.unipus.cn/

Writing : Will digital reading erode our ability to read properly?

illricy

RESFFESTRERS

-lllncv/“mw" ALE %’{’Fkﬁ

JES Jaiﬁlﬂ?\

S0 B F & B8 ?"“HIN&IHHML
AEMEES, BXMHZREX0.80AL

aary




When you write,
try to think about these questions

Do | develop a definite line of reasoning, explaining how | am

arriving at my conclusions?
What will my opponents say against my idea?

How can | defend my idea against their arguments?
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Are there any of my points that can be easily attacked?

Does my thesis do justice to the complexity of the matter at issue?
Do | clarify key concepts when necessary?

Is my reasoning well-supported?




When you vote for the best writing,

Content

Structure

Language

use this check-list for evaluation

e

The opinion is stated clearly.

There are relevant evidence and/or examples to support
the claim.

The provided evidence or examples are essential to the
issue.

The ideas flow fluently and logically.

The thesis states the view on the impact.

There is a topic sentence for each paragraph.

There are transitional signals.

The concluding paragraph summarizes the main idea.
There are no misspellings or punctuation mistakes.

There are no grammatical mistakes.

1

1

9oNpo.d|






