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The Ancient Tea-Horse Road is a
trade route in the southwestern region of
China, with horses as its main means of
transportation. It is the highest and most
dangerous ancient road for civilization
transmission known to the world today.
It existed as a trade route for over 1,000
years, starting from the Tang Dynasty
until the 20th century. Like a large
corridor, the Ancient Tea-Horse Road
connected all nations along its way. It
developed the local economy, stimulated
the commodity markets, and boosted
agriculture and animal husbandry.
Meanwhile, the art, religions, customs,
and culture along the region were also
spread widely. Today, the Ancient Tea-
Horse Road has become an important

tourist route.
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Shanghai Free Trade Zone, officially known as
China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone (CSPFTZ), is a
free trade zone in Shanghai that was launched in 2013
by the Chinese government. CSPFTZ is composed of
four specially supervised zones by the customs, namely,
Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone, Waigaoqiao Bonded
Logistics Park, Yangshan Free Trade Port Area, and Pudong
Airport Free Trade Zone, covering an area of 28.78 square
kilometers. It is the first free trade zone in the mainland
of China, and is regarded as a testing ground for a number
of economic reforms. The establishment of CSPFTZ is
a significant measure taken to actively promote the
opening-up strategy under the new global economic and
trade situation. It undertakes a major task to explore new
ways and accumulate new experience for the deepening
of reform and opening-up in an all-round way. As a pilot
project, CSPFTZ will become a touchstone for Chinese
economy. It will play an active role in deepening reforms

and boosting economic growth.
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