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Cloisonné is a traditional craft widely known
in and outside China. It is a kind of superb
local expertise of Beijing, which combines the
techniques of bronze and porcelain and the skills
of traditional Chinese painting and carving. The
making of cloisonné gained great popularity
during the Jingtai reign (1450-1456) of the Ming
Dynasty, with the main color used being blue,
hence the name “Jingtai Blue”, or cloisonné as it
became known later on. Cloisonné was further
developed during the Qing Dynasty. Technically,
it overcame some of the weaknesses of the Ming
cloisonné, but it lacked the latter’s simplicity
and dignified heaviness. Glittering and elegant,
exquisite and extravagant, it is hailed as a national
treasure with a distinctive national style and
profound cultural connotations. In 2006, it was
listed into the first batch of National Intangible
Cultural Heritage List. Nowadays, cloisonné is
deemed valuable in the eyes of collectors; it also

provides refined ornaments for daily use.
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Shadow puppetry is an ancient folk art
popular among the Chinese people. The art form
tirst appeared 2,000 years ago and by the Song
Dynasty it had become highly developed. In the
13th century it was introduced into West Asia, and
by the 18th century it had spread to many parts of
the world. Shadow puppetry is the world’s earliest
movie art with the accompaniment of human
voice. Its success has given much enlightenment
to the development of modern movie. The appeal
of shadow puppetry lies not only in its puppet-
making, but more in its performance. How good
a shadow play is depends on the singing of the
performers and their handling of the puppets.
In the past, without film, television, or other
modern entertainments, shadow puppetry was
an important form of entertainment. Even today
when the entertainment industry is highly
developed, shadow puppetry remains a welcome
form of entertainment. In 2011, shadow puppetry
was inscribed on the Representative List of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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