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2 Opera

pera is a Western art form in which a
Odramatic work is performed by singers and
musicians in an opera house'. Unlike drama, it is
expressed mainly by singing and playing music,
not by speaking. Opera is similar to drama in
that it contains many elements of drama, such
as acting, scenery, costumes, and even dancing.
Deemed as part of Western classical music
tradition, opera originated from” Italy in the 16th
century and soon spread into other countries
of Europe. Italian opera had dominated most of
Europe until the 18th century. The most renowned
figure of the late 18th-century opera is Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, a prolific and influential genius
composer. He is most well-known for his Italian
comic opera, represented by The Marriage of Figaro
and Don Giovanni. The mid-to-late 19th century
was the Golden Age of opera, led and dominated’

by Wagner in Germany and Verdi in Italy. Mozart,
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together with Gluck, Wagner, and Verdi, is called

the four giants of European opera.
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3 Broadway and musical

roadway literally means “Wide
BStreet". Geographically, it refers to a
major avenue in New York, best known
for the part crossing the borough of
Manhattan from south to north. In the
Theater District and Lincoln Center along
Broadway there are altogether some 40
professional theaters, each with a seating
capacity of 500 or more'. This is the heart
of American theater industry, which is
widely considered to represent the highest
level of commercial theater in the English-
speaking world. Broadway is considered
the cradle of modern Western musicals,
which emerged during the 19th century’.
The term “Broadway” has become
synonymous with musicals’. The musical

integrates singing, speaking, acting, and
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dancing into a special form of dramatic performance’. The uniqueness of the
musical is that music is elevated as important as other elements of a theatrical
performance. Every year millions of tourists around the world are attracted to
Broadway to watch musicals. Some thrilling musicals also gain popularity in

China, Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, and The Lion King, to name a few”.
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