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Target Students 

· A class of 30 students 

· Non-English Major 

· 2nd semester of the 1st year 

· Above CET4 

 

Teaching Material  

· Unit 6, Literacy & Technology 
· Book 2, iEnglish  (Integrated  

   Course) 
· Hedging language  
 



to understand what 
hedging language is 
and why it is 
important 

to identify hedging 
expressions in 
example writings 
and unit texts 

to summarize when 
and how to use 
hedging expressions 

to apply hedging 
language in 
students' writing 

Teaching 
Objectives 



Teaching Materials 



Teaching Materials 



Teaching Assessment 

Instant Assessment Delayed Assessment 

Q & A Sessions 

On-line Assessment 

Fill-in-the-blank 

Group Discussion 

On-line Assessment 
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Teaching Assessment 

On-line Assessment 

Peer Review 

Instructor’s Feedback 

Short-answer Quiz 

Delayed Assessment 



Hedging Language  

Unit 6  

Literacy & Technology 



Essay 
Writing 



The Impact of Technology on 
Traditional Reading and Writing 

iproduce 

Production 
Essay 

Writing 



The Impact of Technology on 
Traditional Reading and Writing 

iproduce 

Production 
Essay 

Writing 

iProduce 

Unit Project 

Writing an essay :  
Please write a 250-word essay on 
the topic “The Impact of 
Technology on Traditional Reading 
and Writing” to express your view 
on the changes brought about by 
computers and digitalization. 



more objective when 
looking at things  

very subjective and 
often overgeneralizes 

Hedging 

Nick Judy 



1. Ebooks are cheaper than  
    physical books. 

3. People get distracted by e- 
   books. 

 
2. Ebooks are often cheaper 
than physical books. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Many people could get  
   distracted by ebooks.  more objective when 

looking at things  
very subjective and  

often overgeneralizes 

Nick Judy 



1. Ebooks are cheaper than  
    physical books. 
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4. Many people could get  
   distracted by ebooks.  

more objective when 
looking at things  

very subjective and  
often overgeneralizes 

Nick Judy 



Hedging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Hedging is a linguistic 
strategy which refers to using 
vague or tentative words to 
lessen the impact of what you 
are saying, or make it less 
direct.  

    It is used in both formal 
writing and speech when we 
want to avoid sounding too 
direct or categorical. 



1 to reduce the risk of opposition 

to be confidently uncertain 3 

to soften your statements 2 



1 introductory phrases 

3 

2 

seem 
tend to 
look like 
appear to be 
is likely to be 
...  

New releases are cheaper on 
an e-reader than in traditional 
book form. 

New releases _____________ 
cheaper on an e-reader than 
in traditional book form. 

tend to be 



1 introductory phrases 

3 

modal verbs, adjectives, adverbs 2 
will, would, could, can, 
may, might 

Probably, possibly, 
perhaps, presumably, 
virtually, apparently ... 



1 introductory phrases 

3 

modal verbs, adjectives, adverbs 2 

E-readers distance little 
kids from the real world. 

1. E-readers can distance  
   little kids from the real world. 

2. E-readers may distance   
   little kids from the real world. 

stronger certainty  

will, would, could, can, 
may, might 

Probably, possibly, 
perhaps, presumably, 
virtually, apparently ... 



1 introductory phrases 

3 “that” clauses 

It could be the case that... 

It might be suggested that... 

It could be argued that... 

... 

modal verbs, adjectives,adverbs 2 



1 introductory phrases 

3 

It could be the case that... 
It might be suggested that... 
It could be argued that... modal verbs, adjectives,adverbs 2 

电子阅读器会使孩子们远离真实的世界。 

It could be argued that e-readers 
could distance little kids from the 
real world. 

“that” clauses 



1 introductory phrases 

3 

modal verbs, adjectives,adverbs 2 

3 Tips  
on  

Hedging 
 “that” clauses 



3 Tips  
on  

Hedging 



3 Tips  
on  

Hedging 

Assignment 
 
· Finish the Hedging Exercises in PADLET.  
 
· Revise the first draft of your essay. 



Thank You! 


