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There is no doubt that the Internet has reshaped the mode of language teaching and learning.
However, I am very much concerned that the overemphasis on the Internet, which is no more
than a facilitating means, is distracting too much attention from the fact that language is but a

vehicle of communication.

Language, as a tool, should be taught and learnt as such. Indeed, for some few people, it
could be the main object of study; but, even for such people, the most effective and efficient way
of mastering a language is using it, not focusing on the language per se, namely, its peculiarities.
The ultimate objective of learning a language, be it one’ s native tongue or a foreign language, is to

enable the individual to know, understand, and judge. Any language learner past their secondary
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school years should be encouraged to extract as much information as possible, evaluate the I
data, and make sound judgments. The availability of vast amounts of information on the v = . PN \ .
: . : . . ST IMAT2007F 2 BEEFFRAZEHNTHSUNZIMIWNS —EERIZIZ
Internet makes it happen more readily. But foreign language learners, especially the Chinese -

learners of English, need to be consciously guided in that direction, because not a small

20076, IMAIAZIMSINASH R LBELIE, #NTIHAEER.
RNEEABFSY. EIBVIRB L, EEINEHFIRIEHIN S, BBEIRBFE
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proportion of them have been brought up unquestioningly and habitually believing what is

printed, and what is taught by their teachers.

The Internet, along with the new possibilities brought with it, will unquestionably
revolutionize our mode of teaching. Still, the present emphasis on the mode itself is,
and should be, transient. I believe that, in due course, the stress will be shifted from the
vocabulary, syntax and text structure analysis of given texts, whose study is of course
important but seems to have dominated teaching and publication for too long, to the treatment
of the contents therein—the facts, their interpretation, and argumentation centering on them.
Hopefully, the time will soon return when language, English included, is actually treated as
what it is—a means of communication.
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