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—— “Merrill SwainZ¥%L1;”

I think if you adopted that kind of attitude, then
maybe you would regard this as a more serious activity
because even if you are doing something which you
know is “pleasing” the students in the classroom, you
can measure whether or not this is having any longer

term effect on their development.

—— “PacSLRF%J72 Professor Roger Hawkins”

What must be at the center of our attention is the
activity of educating—the activity of learning and of
developing through well organized instructionr—that’s

got to be at the core of good education.

—— “PacSLRF%1JjZ Professor James P. Lantolf”
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have at its base a consideration of what our students
need to learn, that is, what they will do with English
on completing their course. This involves the teacher
in looking beyond the confines of the classroom into
the outside world, and focusing his or her attention on
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i L AR, RS EANRZE S, DI SRRSO T
AR, $ERXR, 5132 E A S 52008, I b2t
AT E %) FUE PR A SR ILRE IR A B A B RE . BN 2k
At RO IR & B WRAFHIE - B
i BRGNS BOE R, BT ESE TAEA R sk
U H A CRESMEZE DTG 2002)
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R AR R AT RIS, SERA SRR .

3.1.2 gAbAE R bl R

LA gL AR (et R A R 2 A
> AR SR B 58 M AT S, MBS — H AR, Rk IE
AR ERNRE S R OCE T, 7R i D, BUmR AR
FEHR A EN I 5 [ AL RS, AR TG IR UM A1 5 e ks UF
il RARMKAEAT 2, #0 S E i o 2% | e His
s A GERALAARA IR RLA g KRR 2003) o [k, Hib
TEHCE TR B2 AR ) bty JRR, 5132 AE T AR B2
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T 2 A AR IR O Sl R S R, A
Aeal I A e B AR B A, FOE RO 27 2T .
3.2 ¥3hZ 5, A LA — R B ORoH

O S A AR R, TSR I fAA A E
ARG R, B AR RN R (HANGE el 2 AN
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(Nunan 1988; Tarone & Yule 200D .

FEVR LIS Bl (K BE VT3 10T SO 2T 24 1 DR
TETE LA, AR B B HeE R HeE HIRIEEE N, R
BOFERELIE B, (22 R T 5 B RS B B . T 2R
FAGZ R T ARG S E S, TR 5 27 I I 5
JRCHE S PR A IR AN A C A AR R A
RIS, EOUHIECANR BB SN 2R, e
AR A A2 SR BEE I AT RENE . ToIRAES: ST N BIL A
Z 5 L, Ptk i 5 SCBE s 2 e 2 FE T BRE, OF
ST REARBILSE B i 55 PRI R BCREAE TR DL O R 22 5%
1998) .

TEUR 5 B0 AL G5 T, 000 I T 52 458 1) BOIT 3% 15 1
TR IR TR LG A8, 38 S IR O RO TR A B, S B
AU UG R I IN ) R 5K, Sl IN 22 R H 2 2 1Pk o) i

(referential questions) ; FEACFRBE G ANAN Y, TEAL TN
RS, W AR R OB ORI, Borh UL ] s XA 2
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4. DALY St

EH ML, CH g K5 0aB) G RO 5 MY oo
Psychology in Our Daily Life JMISHEEB04 AL FHAI L S,
TX LA AR AR XA BT R PR B R B B R R — N “LA A A
L FERR AL H2 (1) BAR S it o

FHIEEIEARX T psychology MHRAEIFAE 0 A,
TERENTZIATC 0, BOMEERAEAESAT W, A, 1%
S R AR ST St 91U AS S0 T B iR ST TS S5 A7 Pk
Jik (Endorphins) 7L AL I VR SR 1RO B 2%
APA (American Psychological Association). J[HE[EFREIFHLS:
43 (US National Science Foundation) &%. i, ST AE
S ER T B A TR S AR ENR, BUIN, B0 1%
BIT RN S,
Trying to Be a Psychologist

Directions: The following are some problems related to our
daily life. Work in groups and try to come up with a solution
or to give some advice. Next class you are going to role-play a

conversation between a patient and a psychologist.
1) Susan is a shy girl. She is afraid of talking with others.
2) Jack is the owner of a boutique. His clothes do not sell well.

3) Peter is a sloppy college student. He is reluctant to make his

bed and wash his clothes.

4) Tom is a football fan. He’s depressed to see his team always

defeated.
5) Exam-itis
6) School phobia

7) Other problems

RANE BB KT b Further Development %33
Lo Ji AT DY B ), B RN T CRAWT R )
HIT IS A S AN R IR (R SR S RE IR 2AE) , H 452k
PAA FRAE B R PRI AR ] o 75 B A R B 3 1 8 patient FI
psychologist, “AE Al [ O & fitk AN DA T [ 3 3
P o DA 2 A AR 2% > 0o Q]SR4T S A sl 0 B A R IR 1) 3
K, PO LAG 15 Sl e RS O W 5 R Re i
fithh b, P ol 3 B S (TG Bl o AT 22 A A6 AU 52 — 3 i
P ity ik Uy 2K, ARSI S D R 24 A T v A5 1 2
b, SR BEAT5 4> Bh R P X S5 BT IR I 45 L, 224 5
i 2 IR RS AR IR IR AR R BE A S 2 o UE 45,
WAESEICAT T

NS R, BORAMORE B3, W PEm S 5#. £
BAESLBRRERL R, DL exam—itis EHAS 5IHE, R
B AR, £yl psychologist HikRIS, HEEIATHE
i, AR R SEAER, BURURATEUN TR ZE 2 A HORS ok
Bevh, IXRE R IR AL G 8 & 25 S 5 BRI, 2%
BRARH R e

[, AERHE LR, 2B R R AAE R AL IRk, A7)
F i) T IE RO fa] FRAER, 10— B S AR DL, 7
Sy R PTEE WG o 285 T B TR HIX 95 00, T2 AEIG 3)
TR MIPEO R, SIANIESCISA S, il T2 RT3, ke
A ERRE], JSORRSCANE IS ARG A 3T 7 T2l LA )
RIEIE 2 K15 T IR EAR . IXHE, SIS SRR SCELfR
MGG, BG T2 B, S T E S N RE

FEREANTCIR A 2 a, EEATE T AL ),
FARTULA R H AL NE ).
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I: Identifying Psychological Principles in Ads

Directions: Psychology has wide applications in our daily life.
From the passage “The Psychology of Money”, we know that
advertisers use psychological principles to increase sales.
Examples of psychological principles that may be used in ads

include:
- Perception—Which things stand out?
- Selective attention—Why do these things stand out?

- Memory—Is visual memory or auditory memory more

prominent?
- Gender roles —Which characteristics are promoted?

- Classical conditioning—What are the advertisers encouraging

you to associate the product with?

Now work with your group members, following the instructions

below:
1. Think of an ad that you believe has a strong impact.
2. Briefly describe the ad.

3. Identify the psychological principles involved in this ad.

II: Psychology Tests

Directions: Workin groups to introduce a personality test. Speak

in a queue, each of you representing a choice.

W ANINENG L2 Further Development 2548, ixA™
TEBN N EAT ML, K2R SEERIAE 4w, TRk
R, R E TR A AEAT AT YHR I RN, Sl LAAH R 1K) 2
PEARIPRL (I RIE 2 B A AT RS [ 25T
IR o XAEIEIE B IRAC T HME B, S S T R A R E . 24
SR, FER AR ENIAT VOIS, R LAE S 12 R o0, ik
PPTIHHIAE

BTG EENE Preparation F3NME AT A
Mo BOM AT — AN A DU, 110 2% 2 — ) TS 1 1)
JBH R IEGER R, 285 SR 2 AR DU = 0 By g g — A
PRI, 1A, AR 222 AR E U SR R 3 i
SC, IXHABRMR T 2 AR (WS SCRIPRRE ). W BIA R )G, 2B I

14 Sz 75

RIS AR AT 7 S 2 R AT MR, T IR
AR R 8 HIEA POCBEATAN, 5y T7 g W2/ s 1
IR LB R 55

5. 4Eie

A L IR R T S IR 2 (K Pk
IS, ARBL T IR R 0 7 o SR S8R HeE UL &
JE SR H . T I A IR A IS S A WU AL B N, fE
AR INRA A RS ARG, BRI ) 2, WA
(127 ST 2688, DR 0N B A EEAL, BB 2
& LR D ot iR AR IS, AN R R 1 A
IR, BRAENS S Re ), S ERENS QG M s T A0
W FIERCAEMEN. B

ZH R

Corder, S. P. (1981). Error Analysis and Interlanguage. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Nunan, D. (1988). The Learner-Centred Curriculum: A Study
in Second Language Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Tarone E. & G. Yule (2000). Focus onthe Language Learner.
Shanghai: Shanghai Foreign Language Press.

AP EE K2 [HAMEBE TR L (2002) , HREAMNE
HEOFTL T R, OMEHCA ST 2002
A3

UL (1995) ,  CHATEEF ORI IEBAE) o Ll
LHEAMEHE LA

BTG ZRERGE (2002) , A T O A AR,
CPYNTAMEZ B4R D 2002455 115

SRR (2001) ,  (LAZAEN E—— MR BCE SCE B
WY o PR ARHEH L.

S R R (1998) , KA ILHIE HUE L
LA PO I BB, (MBS
FL) 199845401,

RRE (2003) ,  CHrRf SR SE) o dbat: AR
A AL

BRI (2003) , OMERESHEFR) o b WHLEE
HH AL o
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9543t QU 40 + 40 434
P EE 84.2%

5+ 3 orbb 5+ 2 5rbh
8.4% 7.4%

262 KR Exercises I R4l

95434 (2RI 25 + 23 4plh
P E 50.5%

AL, BOMAE KA SR LA I A RE R “ LU
I 0 X AL GE A . IR KD AL
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Ji 2 K BB AEAN B R HAE ARV AE g . B A
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3 O KA ot

Preparation

Reading—Centered Activities
(In-Class Reading & After—Class Reading)

Further Development 7543 %¢

Writing and Translation 25434
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Ql: Are you interested in the microteaching?

_— %)%g - hAnswers to Q1

ery muc Yes

06 15ALL. 28 21 21 (100%) 0
06551, 23F 20 18 (90%) 2 (10%)
(SL7/BLEN  ( NA 19 (90.5%) 2 (9.5%)

0646541, 23F 20 20 (100%) 0

TATH VL, BEARORN LU 10 2 2R s,
T ST 2 S RORAEAR RS B IR T 222 1 R UL S
PERIZ 51k, MRART WA Y, N B0 A AR O
THERZ R 5 SIS ), A8 & e W LSS
TIRISEEHCA A, SRR BRI S 5. X,
FESE B IR AT ORI, Tk BUR L BT, BeAROR
RTATIR 72/
3.4 [gedey:, AL s B> iE )

O IR A DR SR B A e, (T SEE
ST AR SEAN S R RER R o VF R SRR T
s SR G ARG BRI BRI SEETTH
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B FH (S B AR 0 DR 2 2 (R RR

VR U R HA S B ) th R S ke,
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Q2: How do you like to take part in the microteaching?

Answers to Q2

No Actively Passively  Forcedly
0 20 (95.2%) 1 (4.8%) 0
0 19 (95%) 1 (5% 0
0 21 (100%) 0 0
0 20 (100%) 0 0

3.5 Sl LT IEEE AR R E Y
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PR A5 S0, SR O A, S R
VAR 26 T B ) SRR FF T oK, 2 i T
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HATHAZ B ANk >, BATBITLAE 655 ). I

AT CLARIMEZCE) B89, 1 sl

ORI R RSB AT B ——R AR

5 CBrom K296 ) 1— e AL ARE N REHL
AL SRR EAF TR AE R 3
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Cohen, A. D. (2000), (ZZ>JHLzHEE TEF UMY o Jbat: SMEH
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Cohen, A. D. (1998). Strategies in Learning and Using a Second
Language. New York: Addison Wesley Longman.

Oxford, R. L. (1990). Language Learning Strategies: What Every
Teacher Should Know. New York: Newbury House.
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[ R IR FATIE T =AU R T “SREMNEHZE" 19
h, ZETHZRFIBBIBH TS, BRRTELXT
RERERRER AR . BARRAELTH, SREH*Z,

L “BREEA g Hly” s BRI &2
2. BRI AL 11K, FTIEIDSN, At .

S i

KEH RIEB BsE (e [5IH] [RHEEE] [EFH]

PAEAAE Dy, ANRE RIS UM :

I A (D) OB AL VT2, IR HOTA A — RS AR M T 202 AR, i
j;jj;; i;;i BFARTRI TR A, TSR R A 2 SRR DA IKCOT s 22 SIS0 4R 3 PERG 22305]
A TN, MR (M RS . “AMEA S B BT OB

(2) BUMZELIF BN, S EILE . BOMAGE RS AR sz v AR R IR
(¥ “A7 . Bz K ZEpopularity, TBEGFNATHIMERRGE . “SBLr N HIBES)” i 20
(I IEA 15

(3) JUMBEAAF 22 BTN, AR EU. BOTE BN T S, eyt
(925 STRERL A1 IE A R B ST $i 52 22 ST 50w, LB S AR AR A o
HEMR BT T BT Xt T

BUE RGN “2 A Ay A28 1 I, AN ERR ik U SRANRIE T XA 385
ﬁ N, DB REANE, A BRI, PR SR A ANE L — K3 B, Ak R, A

AT REEE PR AR AN, 2 2 — Al
MAFE  MEELE

It is not a matter of focusing on the teacher or on the learner, but on the collaborative

activity of teaching-learning together. For me, education depends on the quality of the social

SR T relationships between teachers and students and among students. It is this that promotes learning.
maHR  HEEL
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Education, however, entails a division of labor. It is not a one-way street from the teacher
to the students; it's a two-way street, but they each have different responsibilities and they
have to pay attention to each other. Teachers have expertise in the language and they need to
bring the students to the knowledge they have, but at the same time they have to listen to the

students in terms of how the students are responding to what it is they're trying to do.

KRE AERBINE Wi (FR] [5IM]) [RhgER] (e
RS TN, BOTR IS, SRR AR, AR UL U Ak
LA JIR25 (11
MAEE  REER
MAFR  HEEZ FETE KA B RHGEAL, MIXAN AP 42— 28, DDy AR i, AH K g

VNS C) A v S AR I Rl S R DN S SN A RIS S R co B s AN AR

BIEATXFE LRGN A T, w8 22 4 hk Al 22 RS T AR ANE S &
ANJEFITI TR — R[] 30 8 AN ) J2 AN R SR R iR Al 4, ISR FE s, 22
BOLEZINTH? B — R HUR ML PRy (0, THIR OB S 422 R, JE T2 1 SR ALt Ml it
F&, St IRt AT IR

FAEANUBIFEECE b BRI L RT, PRI EIRT, SR IE KR 2]
ARACR S, S XRRBRA 25 DU NS o 2 Ut : AR BOE AN RIS R BT, 24240 1%
PSR, AR 28 P75 BTN 45 30Tt 2.

L LR Bz ke

HITE 1. Translation is like a woman. If it is beautiful, it is
7y D

not faithful. If it is faithful, it is most certainly not

beautiful.
LA
0 a . U \
2. Translation is the art of failure. ﬁi s
% ann o ﬁfm
o AR -
wii | B .
gL O %ﬂﬁ‘ %wﬁ i ﬁ‘%ﬂam&q
PR ) 200~ . come Evall
?ﬁs@%\s R i , inke@fier® Al
a’@eﬁéﬁ“ 2R it u&z
N §%ﬁ\&%~9 e )\@ﬁ%&nﬁ
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Merrill Swain fH-)& %
NEZEFNE SN =85
FRETHRBAR, B AT E Y
5 th e (AAALD &
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(ATLA) Rl A= o i PRy B e 2 1t
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0745, Swain# 2N T
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Workshop on Immersion Programs and
Sociocultural Theory & B4 F T
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Link & Think: A lot of our readers are young teachers new to the

field of SLA research. An overall understanding of the field
will absolutely benefit their teaching. Could you summarize
current trends in SLA research and their implications for
second language teaching?

Prof.Hawkins: I suppose there is a bit of a division between

research which looks at how people learn second languages
and research into what happens in the classroom. The two
are quite distinct areas in some way. We can find out about
how people go through stages of acquiring a language like
English as a second language or other second languages,
but that may not necessarily tell us what would be the best
thing to teach in the classroom. Solwould suggestthat
for new people working in the area of English language
teaching in colleges, it is worthwhile knowing something
about how people learn languages, which is one area of the
research, but at the same time to also find out about some of
the main current techniques the people are advocating for
actually working in the classroom, because the two are not
necessarily the same thing.

There is a very good book—maybe your readers
would know about it—a book by Patsy Lightbown and
Nina Spada, called How Languages Are Learned (Oxford
University Press). Both of these authors are practising
teachers themselves but they have a good grounding in
second language research. What they are trying to do in the
book is to outline some of the major stages of acquisition
in first language acquisition as well as second language
acquisition, and to look into the teaching implications for
how people develop in that way.lt's a very nice and easy
book to read, well laid-out and is very short. I recommend
that as a potential introduction for people new to the field and
doing research in second language acquisition and teaching

research.
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Professor Roger Hawkins

Link & Think: Just now in the Q&A session, Dr. Harrington

asked Professor Ellis about the prospect of E-journals. Now
what do you think about E-learning, or “computer-and-
classroom-based multimedia teaching”, in second language
acquisition?

Prof. Hawkins: It's really no different in a sense from many

other kinds of teaching because it involves trying to get the
learner to interact with samples of the target language, and as
a result of doing that to develop their knowledge of the target
language. | presume it has always been the case that teachers
try to engage the interest of their students. Before the Internet
and before E-mail, classroom teachers were still trying to
encourage the students to interact with the target language.

The good thing about E-learning and computer-assisted
language learning is that it allows students more autonomy
to do things themselves. Current programmes are becoming
much more interesting for the students themselves because
they allow them to get immediate feedback on an individual
basis. So | think from that point of view, it is a real bonus, |
mean, a real sort of addition to the armory that the teacher
has. So | would certainly encourage people to look into
that sort of use. And I'm sure more and more publishers
worldwide are looking for good core materials so that people
can use those directly without too much training. Just put it
into the computer and use it straight away. And | think that’s
the way it should go, actually.

Link & Think: Yeah, teachers should be happy with this.

Prof. Hawkins:  Well, absolutely. It frees the teacher in some

sense to go round and help learners individually, to solve any
particular problems they have. | certainly wouldn't advocate
you should spend all the time working on the Internet or on
E-learning activities because I think it's important to have



personal interactive activities as well; but it's one of the
range of activities that teachers use in the classroom. | think
it's an excellent way of allowing students to learn on their
own. Teachers can go round and help individual students in
a way perhaps they can’t do when you get the full class and
everybody listens in to what other people are doing.

Link & Think: But the other side of the coin is: When everything
is ready-made and user-friendly, things can be difficult if
teachers want to show their individuality in their teaching.

Prof. Hawkins: Yes, it is. | don’t know how to solve that
problem. (smile) All | can suggest is that maybe teachers can
show their individuality by having non-online activities that
are of their own design, and integrate the online activities
that are provided by the publisher into the range of activities
that they’re developing themselves. They'll still be individual
in a sense—they’ll be providing materials in other ways, but
they'll be using the published materials from the publisher.

Link & Think: You mean they should show their individuality in
their way of teaching, not in the technology?

Prof. Hawkins: Yes, exactly. You said it for me. Thank you.
(smile)

Link & Think: Motivation is always a major challenge. What
advice can you give to the teachers of English in China?

Prof. Hawkins:

If
they can find methods that engage the learners, it doesn't really
matter what the method is. As long as they can try things that
don’t work and try things that do work, and then stick with the
things that do work, and encourage students to participate in the
learning experience, that will pay dividends, the benefit from
doing that. And it doesn’t matter what it is.

One can be prescriptive and say, “Here’s the way to
motivate students!” But I'm not sure one can do that, really.
(smile) | think it depends a lot on the teacher and different
teachers will find different ways of trying to encourage their
students. You should have some fun activities as one of the
things you do as part of your teaching. You need to have
certain more formal things and online things, and the online
things can be fun, too. You should have some fun activities
now and again, and that should encourage the students to take
part in the learning experience. That’s the main thing, I think.

Link & Think: Fun activities sometimes make university

teachers feel that they are trying to “please” the students.
What do you think?

Prof. Hawkins: | suppose this is where research might come in,

actually. It might be useful for them to begin to monitor the
progress of their students in terms of the particular methods
they're using. It’s actually the way that | started getting into
doing second language research myself because when [ first
became an academic | was actually just a general linguist and
was appointed to a French Department in the UK and part
of my task was teaching French, French language. | became
interested in how it was that people were learning French.
| began to do some limited research myself by looking at
particular things | knew the students have difficulty with
and just sort of doing tasks as part of the general teaching of
French to give me information about how they performed on
certain points and looking at whether certain methods | used
with them would produce better results than other methods.
That made me begin to consider the relationship between
teaching and how people’s knowledge is developing.

If it's
not, then OK, maybe you should go back to a more traditional
method where you get them to learn lists of vocabulary or
whatever, and compare that to see if that is producing better
results than the more fun things.

| do understand the problem. | can see that academics
do want to have an element of their job where they are
considering important issues about how people learn
languages and the best ways of encouraging that. | think
maybe they can do that by what is sometimes called “action
research” in the classroom where they look at particular
learners and see what effects the methods they are using
might have by looking at their quantitative development
or their qualitative development, asking them about their
learning experience, whether they enjoy it, whether they feel
they are progressing in that... I think that’s perhaps how one
could address the problem. W
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Link & Think: Professor Lantolf, could
you summarize current trends in SLA
research and their implications for second
language teaching?

Prof. Lantolf: It's a very big field. Well, | can tell you about

my little piece of it, which is the sociocultural approach.
The focus there is on the relationship between theory and
language pedagogy, so our responsibility is to find ways
to bring the principles of the theory and the findings of the
research informed by the theory into the classroom so that
they are usable by teachers, and to that end we've written a
number of papers for teachers.

We've just, for example, written a teacher’s guide to
what we call “dynamic assessment” which is the use of
Vlygotsky’s concept—the zone of proximal development—
mentioned by Rod in his piece*, which is a crucial aspect
of the relationship between language teaching and language
assessment. We developed this guide specifically for
teachers to help them understand how one can organize the
classroom in such a way as to maximally promote language
development.We present the theory in understandable terms,
followed by examples—case studies of actual classrooms
showing how the theory and the research are carried out
in the classroom. The guide also includes a video which
illustrates for teachers how interaction in the zone of proximal
development actually functions in the classroom setting.**

Our work is very sensitive to teaching activity because,
as | said in my talk today, Vygotsky insists that for the theory
to have any value it has to have practical consequences
for education. If it doesn’t, the theory itself is of no value
whatsoever. So the struggle is to bring the theory and the
classroom together. And we've been trying to do that through
the research in our center at Penn State University. Several of
our projects are designed specifically with teachers in mind.

Link & Think: Concerning the guide and the video, are the

learners young children or adults?

Prof. Lantolf: Well, actually, it has both. The primary focus

36

of the original guide is on university level learners, but
we're now in the process of revising it to include elementary
school learners of Spanish as a foreign language. For the past
year, we worked with a teacher in a grammar school and we
videotaped her working in the zone of proximal development
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with her students. She read the teacher’s guide and we wanted
to see how she would actually implement what the guide
said and so we followed her and her students for about four
months.

Link & Think: If | ask you to recommend an introductory

book for SLA research and teaching, especially concerning
teaching English as a second language, which book would
you recommend?

Prof. Lantolf: An introductory book for teachers, right? And

that’s about pedagogy? Yes, that’s a very good question.
Theresa guide produced for English language teachers,
called Teachers Understanding Teaching CD-ROM: A
Multimedia Hypertext Tool. It has a little bit of sociocultural
theory in it and it's very easy to understand (for teachers).The
authors are Karen & Glenn Johnson. In the guide the authors
talk about the best practices and theoretical arguments that
underlie these, followed by video examples of best practices
and interviews with teachers about their practices.

Link & Think: Yeah, that sounds great. Now my second question,

last night Dr. Harrington asked Professor Nick Ellis about
E-journals. What do you think about E-teaching in the
classroom?

Prof. Lantolf: A few years ago we had a grant from the United

States government to look at the effects of E-teaching on
learning Spanish, French and German as foreign languages in
the classroom.

In the program American foreign language classes were
paired up with English language classes in Spain, France
and Germany. The students had to collaborate with each
other electronically by E-mail as well as by chat and video-
conferencing.They communicated in each other’s language.
The Americans helped the other students learn English,and
the other students helped the Americans learn their language.

It was really quite successful. We traced the effect of
the E-interactions over three years on the development of
language ability, particularly vocabulary and pragmatics—it
was really a powerful learning experience for students in all
languages.

| think E-pedagogy is positive development, particularly
if speakers of various languages have the opportunity to
interact with each other and use the technology as a mediator.



Link & Think: Things are a little bit different in China. E-teaching
in most of our colleges and universities is actually “computer-

and-classroom-based teaching’and not necessarily Internet-
based.

Prof. Lantolf: We have that, too. One of the projects that
we're doing is computer-based materials for the teaching of
languages other than English. But we're more interested in
online possibilities. Human-computer interaction tends not to
be as effective as using the computer as the mediator.

Link & Think: So the Internet is the trend, right?

Prof. Lantolf: Yeah, | think that’s clearly where the trend’s going.
What was called “computer-assisted language learning” was
intriguing in the 70s and 80s. But now younger generations
of learners, unlike my generation, can use the Internet much
more effectively.They can find things easily.

Another area of interest for our center is project-based
learning, where the students have to use Internet resources to
carry through an extensive project in the language about some
aspects of culture, politics or any particular issue in the world
that’s of interest. They have to do a project collaboratively

and use the Internet as a major resource.

Link & Think: We are also doing similar things in our colleges
and universities, but one major challenge our teachers
face is motivation. English in China is completely a foreign
language, so a lot of students are not so motivated. Could you
give us some suggestions?

Prof. Lantolf: It's a problem in the US setting, too, for languages
other than English. For instance, studying Chinese in the
United States, even though very popular now, the language is
still a foreign language, so there are constraints on how much
one can do to promote language use outside of the classroom.
While there are areas in the US that have substantial Chinese-
speaking communities, it isn't as pervasive as Spanish.
One of the reasons we're interested in using technology is
because it has the potential of creating virtual communities
of language users. And this seems to be quite motivating for
students.

If students can have contact with speakers of a particular
language, even if it's virtual, it can make a tremendous
difference. It changes the dynamics of learning from what
they are in more traditional classroom settings both in terms
of motivation and ultimately, of course, development.

Link & Think: To some university teachers, learner-centeredness
and fun activities make them feel that they are trying to
“please”the students.What do you think about that?

Prof. Lantolf: | don't think the goal of education is pleasing the

students.The focus has to be on the activity of learning, which
entails teaching and learning. It is not a matter of focusing on
the teacher or on the learner, but on the collaborative activity
of teaching-learning together. For me, education depends on
the quality of the social relationships between teachers and
students and among students. It is this that promotes learning.

Education, however, entails a division of labor. It is not a
one-way street from the teacher to the students;it's a two-way
street, but they each have different responsibilities and they
have to pay attention to each other.Teachers have expertise
in the language and they need to bring the students to the
knowledge they have, but at the same time they have to listen
to the students in terms of how the students are responding to
what it is they're trying to do.

Education is not about expressing one’s opinion on this
or that topic, nor is it about feeling good and having fun.
It's about actually developing, learning and changing. If we
don't focus our efforts on this goal, then | think education
is just a waste of time.

Link & Think: Maybe it's only a cultural problem?

Prof. Lantolf: | don't think it is. It's the same in the United States.

But | think people have lost sight of what's supposed to be
going on in education. And what's supposed to be going on is
people working collaboratively for the development and the
betterment of society.| think at least in my part of the world
we've lost sight of this.

Education is not just about training, about preparing
people for the job market, which is important—I'm not saying
it's not, but it also has the responsibility to affect the way
people think about and act in the world.Language teachers
have the responsibility of contributing to this goal along with
their colleagues in other areas of study.We can bring cultural
issues into the classroom and talk about different ways of
thinking about the world that comes through language and
culture.| think we tend to lose sight of this.

So I'm not comfortable with people that argue for
teacher-centeredness or learner-centeredness.\What must be
at the center of our attention is the activity of educating—the
activity of learning and of developing through well organized
instruction—that’s got to be at the core of good education. B

% Lantolf ZE%ATfe R (HMIFZ 7)) ZEARAXT Rod Ellis #HZ &1

wk N5 4244 JyDynamic Assessment in the Foreign Language Classroom:
ATeacher’s Guide, 1% 1] i, www.calper.la.psu.edu.
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After hearing about all of the exciting
developments in research and pedagogy
presented throughout the weekend, I came

through the experience concluding that the

VE R 38 SIS0 R h 20— S 200, ATz
FTLL Nick C. Ellis##%. Roger Hawkins##%. CEKIT#L
5245 A 1) 1R o R N 27 W DRORS R 1) 25 R e 2 R PR A
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MR T S A B I R A i UL 3 1 S s ]
BRI FRATTR I, ORI/ s ), P R A
WEUANAEL, R L3S S5 1R AT RE 26 S pp I ) 1 s .
Bty J7ikEiaie . VEANHL BT IR AR R R A, A
A D) SERTAT IR U7 S, PRI HR ks Bk E
FEIE, XN AZ A2 A0 S A B W LA S 1 26 SR
RIS,

APLATE, AERR SRR, BN S S
FURIAF SATW R HED MR s TR GIPERE 5T 0 B 2ol
K%, FRESBORME, WP TR BB, WS
R SBOR I .

WA, RS “SEHE, HEER” |« B E 4
L RPN E Brils 5 A A B I 2 ARG 5 v [ 27
RTINS
B E ARG SRR, W R, B DyRIE
AHFFC I B 50 o

W TRy W

scholarship of SLA in China is growing deeper

as its areas of interests broaden.

This was the first time I have stayed at the FLTRP
Conference Center. The facilities encouraged a special attitude
in the participants, making the symposium different from

conferences I have attended in the US.

I thought the buffet food we shared was a perfect
metaphor for the opportunities to feed our intellect. Like the
buffet, the symposium offered many different things to taste.
The conference speeches were like main dishes with great
substance. The variety of individual papers reminded me of
tasty little side dishes. Participants freely moved between the
conference rooms to find the research they liked the most.
There was even a time for a casual dessert at the end of the day
when the experts answered all of our questions on how to get

published in the major journals.

As they traveled back to their home campuses I am sure
that many attendees felt the same satisfaction as I did. We all
had the opportunity to interact with the experts in the field and
hear the latest in research. Hopefully, we all had the incentive
to strive a bit harder in the future to teach a little better and to

add our own research to the field we all share.

Gary Rybold, Beijing Foreign Studies University
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