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– RUC Standards for Oral Proficiency 

in English (RUC-SOPE)
– RUC Test of Oral Proficiency in 
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• Rating scale construction and revision

• Quality assurance 

• Summary and discussion
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• Components
• Characteristics
• General objectives
• Specific objectives of three components

1. RUC-SOPE
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• “Can-do” based description of competence
• Emphasis on progressive establishment of 5 

competence, i.e. from phonology to speech
• Output-driven approach (speech - listening)
• Focus on interaction between learners, 

learners/instructors, learners/technology, etc.
• Based on the international Standards-CEFR
• Course-supported arrangement

Characteristics
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General objectives
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Specific objectives of three components
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Specific objectives of three components
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Specific objectives of three components
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• Test format
• Scoring criteria
• Reporting results and certification

2. RUC-TOPE
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• Section A Reading aloud and retelling 

Reading and 
retelling

Listen or watch 
the video/audio 

materials
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• Section B Presentation and discussion

Presentation/ 
discussion and 

Q&A
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• Section C Impromptu speech and Q&A

The student chooses 
the topic then delivers 

the speech

Immediate Q&A 
by the foreign 

teacher
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Rating scale

• Scoring dimensions of each scale
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• Every candidate is provided with a Statement
of Results which include a display of the
candidate's performance against the levels of
the RUC-SOPE.

• It also contains a description of the
proficiency showing the profile of the
candidate’s performance.

Reporting results and certification
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• A survey of the speaking examiner
• Individual teachers were identified to carry
out a review of one assessment criterion in
light of the CEFR and of the current literature
relating to each criterion.

• A Conversation Analysis study which provided
useful recommendations for the wording of
descriptors

• Expert panel discussion and revision
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• The mapping of the draft descriptors to the levels
of the CEFR, including the exploration of
• Whether the intended levels of the descriptors
largely matched examiner perceptions

• Whether the criteria, sub-criteria and wording
of the descriptors were generally appropriate
and applicable in real time assessment.
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Several studies were conducted:

• to investigate the performance of the scales from a 
statistical perspective using MFRM.

• to confirm the soundness of the scales, and to 
produce new benchmarked ratings exemplifying 
the use of the new scales for training purposes. 

Trailing of the scale 
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• First test in 2013
– Inter-rater reliability for each test section 

Test section Inter-rater 
reliability

Reading aloud and retelling r=.903

Presentation and discussion r=.897

Speech and Q&A r=.993
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(Liu &Jia, 2017)
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Thank You


