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— Oun the Occasion of FLTRF s
30h Anniversary

Stephen E. Lucas
Evjue—Bascom Professor in the Humanities
University of Wisconsin

Congratulations to FLTRP on the occasion of its
30th anniversary. The growth of the press over the past
three decades is truly impressive, as is the consistently
high quality of its products. These accomplishments
reflect the vision, commitment, and leadership of
President Emeritus Li Pengyi and current President Yu
Chunchi.

Five years ago, I had no way of knowing what the
future would hold when FLTRP reprinted the eighth
edition of my book The Art of Public Speaking. The
book had long been the leading work on its subject in
the West, but English public speaking was a new subject
for Chinese teachers and students. Today, the course
is expanding rapidly throughout China, propelled by
student demand on campus or after campus. There is
also a growing corps of dedicated teachers delivering
a high level of public speaking instruction to English

majors and non-majors alike.

A central factor in that growth has been FLTRP’s
sponsorship of events such as the “CCTV Cup” English
Speaking Contest, the “FLTRP Cup” National English
Debating Competition, and the “National Symposia on
English Public Speaking” held in 2007 and 2009. The
press has also provided teacher training, as well as high-
quality instructional materials. It has been my privilege

to cooperate with Vice President Xu Jianzhong and

Higher English Education Publishing Managing Director
Chang Xiaoling in various of these activities, as well as in
the creation of a special Chinese adaptation of The Art of
Public Speaking.

I would also like to extend my regards to everyone
else I have worked with at FLTRP during the past
years. Textbook publishing is very much a collaborative
enterprise, and it has been my good fortune to be
associated with FLTRP, the leading foreign language
publisher in China. I am confident that its next thirty
years will surpass even the extraordinary achievements

of its first thirty years.
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