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Ladies and gentlemen,

At the Opening Ceremony of the Contest on
Wednesday, I spoke for the National Foreign Language
Teaching Advisory Board under the Ministry of Education,
one of the co-hosts of the Contest. Now I speak for the
panel of judges.

We have been enjoying this wonderful experience
enormously. I think you will agree with me that this Contest
is very exciting, highly competitive and challenging. It
consists of four phases, and the format includes prepared
speech, impromptu speech and debate. For the prepared
speech, the Organizing Committee has chosen a very good
theme, that is, “What is my top concern?”. The theme
leaves much room for the students to explore. 89 contestants
approached this theme from different perspectives, and
delivered many good speeches on topics covering a wide
range of issues: global issues such as global warming;
national issues such as migrant workers, gender equality,
and economic development; and personal issues such as
dreams, love and happiness. In the impromptu speech and

debating phases, the contestants performed at high level

48 Mz A

3 -~
Professor Wang Shouren, Chair of the Judging Panel
' el

in terms of content, organization, language and delivery.
This is something remarkable. In the past, contestants’
performance in impromptu speech was weak. As Professor
Olesen mentioned: “The level of Chinese students’ English
has been getting better and better.” I am happy to see the
progress made by the students over the years. English is
an international language. Competence in English public
speaking skills is of critical importance to China as it
interacts with other nations in all spheres of life. So I’d like
to congratulate all the contestants on their achievements.
I also want to give my thanks to their teachers who have
worked hard to promote English public speaking teaching in

Chinese universities.

Professor Ren and Professor Olesen made very good
comments on the individual performance of each contestant
this morning. Here 1’d like to add a few more general
remarks, some slight criticism of the weaker part of the

performance.

The most important part of any speech is its content.
However, some of the speeches delivered at the Contest

lack substance and focus. The topic is not quite relevant

to the theme, and the understanding of the message is
not quite reasonable. Efforts should be made to develop

strong content.

An effective speech should be well-organized so as
to make the speaker’s ideas clear to the audience, and to
convey his/her thoughts in a systematic way. Some of the
speeches don’t have a good structure, and the argument is

not well-developed.

For the language part, some contestants made mistakes
in syntax and usage. There is much room for improvement
in this regard. They should be careful about pronunciation
and grammar. Plurals seem to be a problem. For example,
we say “a box of knowledge” instead of “a box of

knowledges”.

In my opinion, a good speech should have the
combination of logic and passion. Logic is part of the content
and organization, and passion is related to delivery, that is,
how you feel about what you have said. Some contestants
seemed a bit stiff and their speeches were not animated

enough, so they were not able to appeal to the audience.

One last thing, for the Question and Answer session,
it is important to understand the questions well, and answer
the questions to the point. One technique is the use of

pause. When answering a question, stop and think before

R, OB BORR, THALY

I

answering so you are clear about what the question is and

you will be able to answer correctly.

These are some of the observations put forward by the

judges for your reference.

Serving as judges, question masters and commentators,
as I said just now, we have been enjoying the Contest
tremendously. But it is a demanding and difficult job because
all the contestants are brilliant and talented. We listened
attentively to every speech, and tried our best to be fair,
objective and consistent in scoring. I think our mission was
successfully accomplished. I want to express my appreciation
for all the judges, question masters and commentators. Thank

you for your hard work and excellent services.

English public speaking enjoys huge popularity among
college students in China now. The success of the Contest
has made us reflect on the role of English public speaking
teaching in English education as a whole. I believe that
English public speaking should be included in the English
curriculum either as a compulsory or optional course for
English and non-English majors. The journey into the
field of English public speaking will not end with the first
edition of FLTRP Cup Contest. It is only a beginning. I’d
like to take this opportunity to wish all the contestants the
best of luck, and a bright future for English public speaking
teaching in China. Thank you all! [l
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Sue Kay

Judge of the final
competition,
Graduate School of
Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences

1. The prepared speeches were on the whole very
well taken. It was more interesting to have topics varied
rather than everyone speaking on the same topic. I was
surprised there was not more overlap and wonder if students

sometimes were not speaking on their preferred topic.

2. Speakers should be encouraged to look at the issues
underpinning topics rather than using the platform to tell the
audience how to live their lives! One way to do this is to ask
why, what, when, who, how of the topic. Also, saying, “the
correct way”, “the right thing”, “the proper answer” indicates
a lack of awareness of the complexity of modern life. The
word “should” should sic be banned! If a speaker must use it

they “should” use “we should” not “you should”!

3. Speakers who did not do as well as they hoped,
usually didn’t because they rambled, waffled, gave a list
of disconnected comments with no logical focus or did not
give sufficiently concrete examples of their main points.
Sometimes there was lots of knowledge but little logic in a
speech. There is also a common tendency to provide slogans
or speak in clichés. Speaking in clichés is not considered
persuasive or sincere in English!

50 M=

4. Impromptu speeches — speakers should try to
come down on one side or the other and they should tell
the audience which side at the beginning of their speech.
Too much time was wasted on long winded introductions
that were not relevant. Try to get to the point of the topic
— practice by trying to identify the issues behind topics
— try to think more deeply about the issues. This means
looking outside of your own experiences and using the
information you learn in books, the media and from your
elders but be sure to understand it and not to personalise
everything. It is ok to talk about problems or issues that you
have not experienced so long as you do so with humility,
understanding and intelligence. Also, be brave and disagree
with the wording of the topic if you do but give clear

reasons.

It was great to see notes being used — discretely and
usefully — well done!

It was staggering to see almost no problems with
delivery. Contestants were confident and generally relaxed
at the lectern. A few were a little stiff and forgot that they
could move and also use their hands. I hope they were all
given the chance to practice in front of the mic before the

competition began.

It was amazing to hear so few language problems.
Pronunciation was generally excellent and only a few
speakers “lost” words or mispronounced them, usually
because they were speaking too quickly — best to slow down
rather than “lose” words. The message is often more clearly

given when it is given in a measured way — ie slowly.

It was awe-inspiring that most speakers demonstrated
versatile, flexible and ingenious ways in tackling their
topics. A most interesting aspect of any speech is the unique
way in which the speaker chooses to tackle the topic. We

had some fascinating insights — thank you!

It was breathtaking to be aware of structure, especially
in the impromptu speeches. I wished there had been more
structure in some of the prepared speeches — it would
prevent rambling!

The maturity of thinking was superb in some of the
speeches and the general standard of delivery and language
was brilliant.

Thank you all speakers for a wonderful week! [l
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“Conviction, that is to
believe in what you say” , iX—
RN F G E Y E R N LUARIR
HEMRBANOERRGR, EX
B5E, OEW, BE E  BE
‘W, B RS ES, BE
BESIK, REAEZRBUNRES,
Lban@isaF . i RkESES.
HILQRBEAAR LM, BEED
Frit, MARBSHER. DA
wig ¢ UM 2EZEED
AE SENAEHERE, BW
RIERFEAZEBIRLES
A9 “top concern” EMEE—ER
BT BRSNS Ailts
HERANERR .

2010 “SMRiiF”
SERSHHAERLE

A IR

BEiIXZ

2010 “HMRitiF”
EESNEEHAERES —SRREE
&JE % AL TR

(iaa
2010 “JMERiLIF”
LEZERHARSE

B %

)K=

| am exhausted but |
am more excited. | come to
understand that this certificate
is not just for an individual, but
for a team, my coaches, friends
and family. In fact, this is my
third time taking part in this
competition. Try, fail, try again,
fail again! This time | know | win!
| win your hearts!
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B J5M5G:  http://www.writingcontest.cn
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