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1. EEEHREH (Language Knowledge Goals) :

> AR B E AR AR SR A DS RN R I T 1

> HAEOIEN . IE WA R R R AN AU A

> SRR T ARFIRAE W B B R IR R T 2 T A s AR

2. EESHHEBEM (Language Skill Goals) :

>SS X HRSCRRC RS SE AN S Cusing facts and opinions as reasons in
supporting an argument) , FEA WA S FHSL-W 2K (fact-opinion) WAL I;

3. 1R SE B (Emotion and Attitude Goals) :
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JEEZE, BIEIHIMEE4E (critical thinking) ;

4. %3 %KME HFR (Learning Strategy Goals) :
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(story-telling) ;
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(telling a story
of assisted
suicide and its
impact)

1. ((M7E%JE) CBS NRES--
A look back: The Terri Schiavo case
FERTR

https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/loo

k-back-in-history-terri-schiavo-death/
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® Why did Terri Schiavo’ husband
and  parents different
opinions to her decision?

have

® What is the impact of Terri
Schiavo case on legislation of
assisted suicide in US?
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2. (E®¥ER) ##t: iExplore 1,
Viewing, 5 ¢ “The Suicide Tourist”
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iExplore 1, Reading:

The future of the Right-to-Die

Movement (P141)
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4. CEIME%EE) IEBEMT:
Group work:vocabulary acquisition.
Step 1: The class is divided into two
groups. One is responsible for finding
out all the words and expressions from
the text to describe assisted suicide and
its legislation. The other is asked to
find out the ones to describe the
impact of the (Proponents’
responses & Opponents’ responses)
Step 2: All Students finish the
exercises of  “Identifying and
synthesizing information” (P144)
and respectively finish exercises of
“Building your language”(P146) and
exchange their answers with each
other.

Step 3: Five steps of vocabulary
acquisition:
how to acquire vocabulary by means
of context, translation, formation,
guess the meaning of new words and
using the chunk of words to retell the

case

Teacher demonstrates
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story.

Step 4: The class is divided into two
groups. Each group is expected to
imitate the the
words/expressions in Building your
language.

demo to learn
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Task:

® Based on the clue words, predict
the plot of the story of Matthew
Donnelly, a similar case that
reignited  the  debate
legislation on assisted suicide;

® Read the story, and retell it on the

over
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topic “Matthew Case and its
Impact” 2)
® Video-recordings on the website; #5 Bh =
® Peer evaluation &  Teacher | £ 12 & & W PE R AR
assessment in terms of structure, | Bl & [ HE 719 M 2 45
language and contents LT EVE T
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5 AE i Wi 1) Class poll: Do you support AN H LI B -
H B R TE A legalizing assisted suicide?
AR 2) TED Talk: Why I am an HIV/AIDS | 1) ¥E & #4235 5 5] &
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https://www.ted.com/playlists/208/10 _
ideas_for_ending_hiv_aids

Task:

Watch the video and discuss the

following questions:

® What do doctors and nurses do to
this dying African girl who is born
with HIV virus and who looks like
a living skeleton and who seems
to have no future at all?

® What if they just let her go as
what the opponents of assisted
suicide advocate?
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2. (HE%EHM) ## iExplore 2,
Reading  Assisted suicide: A right
or a wrong? (P151)
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4. ((p7LHEYE) Further reading and
research “Death and Dignity: A Case
of Individualized Decision Making”
FERER
http://libra.msra.cn/Publication/298815
55/death-and-dignity-a-case-of-individ
ualized-decision-making

Task: Read the article online and

Z BRI LA BATR L
A5 T SEBRE S B AR

D IS,
FEIREE R

2) FELBIREANIRCE
A, AN TS A
W, R BRI 7

make a research about: H MR R =M

® Categories of life and death;

® Controversy about assisted 3) BRI E EE
suicide; iVAE
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Writing an essay: Should China
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Task:

1)Before-class: Watch the movie about
the life and work of physician-assisted
suicide advocate Jack Kevorkian and
discuss why Jack Kevorkian took
pains to terminate the patients' life.
Can the end justify the means?

2) In-class: Debate---Do we have the
right to die?
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BEEEUN N : www.justiceharvard.org

Tasks:

® Watch Episode 1: The Morality of
Murder and Episode 6: Motives
and Morality in the Harvard
course ‘Justice’ by Professor
Michael Sandel;

® Post your understanding of
“What’s the Right Thing to Do?”
on the teacher’s WeChat English
learning platform’s column
"Assisted suicide: A Right or A
Wrong?".
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Ten-minute Teaching Plan for

Unit 7 Law and Morality
Text B Assisted suicide: A right or a wrong?

_Reasoning with Facts and Opinions in English Argumentation

» Using verifiable and objective facts to make a persuasive argument.

» Using emotionally appealing adjectives to state an opinion to make an empathetic
argument.

Role of the teaching section in Unit 7:

A successful argumentative writing should not only be convincing, but also
empathy-evoking. This teaching section aims to help students identify two significant
ingredients of an argument that underlie our linguistic output: facts and opinions, and
apply them in language practice. Reasoning with facts and opinions as supporting
evidence which is mutually complementary and indivisible is conducive to making a
successful argument with persuasiveness and empathy. Hence, this teaching section
serves as a scaffolding to help students produce supporting evidences for the subsequent
“iProduce” project and write an argumentative essay.

Teaching Objectives:

1. To identify facts and opinions

2. To apply skills in achieving a successful argument
3. To think critically about assisted suicide

Teaching Procedures:
Motivating: Story-telling
Skill acquisition
Productive task
Teaching assessment
Assignment

Nk W=

1. Motivating: Story-telling




1) Present three words “death, suicide, killing” on the blackboard and ask students to
visualize them and predict the topic today.

2) Make a slight change to these words by adding three adjectives: “pleasant death,
assisted suicide, mercy killing” and ask students to predict the topic again.

3) Introduce Text B: Assisted suicide: 4 right or a wrong?

Purpose:
» Visualizing key words to help students seize the topic quickly;

» Moving to the next step (story-telling) naturally;

1) Display a video clip performed by students about Mathew Donnelly’s story, which is
a typical case of assisted suicide.

2) Group discussion: What’s the end of the story?

Divide the class into two groups and discuss the following questions:

®  Would you assist Mathew to commit suicide if you were his wife?

®  Would you assist Mathew to commit suicide if you were his doctor?

3) Q&A: Do you think your arguments are cogent enough?

4) Introduce today’s teaching focus and productive task: Reasoning with Facts and
Opinions in English Argumentation

Purpose:
» Motivating students’ discussion by showing the scenarios in a vivid and interesting

way,
» Helping students identify gaps through their initial attempts at making an argument;
» Setting learning objectives;

2. Skill acquisition

1) Display a video clip: Boston Legal
2) Match the supporting evidence of the plaintiff’s lawyer and the defendant’s lawyer.

Should the physician who assisted the suicide be trialed for murder?

Supporting evidence

The plaintiff's lawyer A. The defendant lethally injected five people,
(2 8m) causing their death.

B. The patients faced an inevitable, imminent
and excruciating death.

C. Causing the death of others intentionally is
murder according to the law.

D. In a setting that was punishing, cruel and
unusual, her actions were humane.

The defendant’s lawyer
(B 5 1)




3) Identifying and synthesizing information:

+» Supporting evidence of the plaintiff’s lawyer:

® The defendant lethally injected five people, causing their death.

® [ntentionally causing the death of others is murder according to the law.

Identifying & synthesizing information:

The above two statements are verifiable, objective and not debatable, hence they are

facts which make the argument convincing and forceful.

¢ Supporting evidence of the defendant’s lawyer:

» The patients faced an inevitable, imminent and excruciating death.

» In a setting that was punishing, cruel and unusual, her actions were humane.

Identifying & synthesizing information:

The above two statements use abundant emotionally appealing adjectives to state an

opinion by evaluating or making a judgement, which arouse the audience’s empathy.

4) Summary:

® Using verifiable and objective facts to make a persuasive argument.

® Using emotionally appealing adjectives to state an opinion to make an empathetic
argument.

5) Q&A: Now that verifiable and objective facts and opinions with emotionally

appealing adjectives can be well utilized in opposing views, could it be possible to apply

them at the same time to support one argument?

Purpose:
» Using topic-related movie clip and follow-up exercises to help students identify the

features and functions of facts and opinions in making a successful argument;
» Students’ critical thinking is expected to be developed through Q & A.

1) Scanning and skimming exercise: students are expected to find out the major

arguments as well as supporting evidence of proponents of assisted suicide. (Para3-4,

P152)

2) Major arguments of proponents of assisted suicide:

Argument 1: The right of free choice

Argument 2: The duty to relieve others’ suffering

3) Facts or opinions? Functions?

+ Argument 1: The right of free choice

® Q&A: Is there any supporting evidence for this argument? Are they facts or
opinions?

® (Para3): The right of free choice includes the right to end one’s life when we choose.
But there are many who want to die, but whose disease, handicap or condition
renders them unable to end their lives in a dignified manner. When such people ask
for assistance in exercising their right to die, their wishes should be respected.

® Analysis: Verifiable and objective facts, namely, three concrete examples are used to
show those who cannot end their lives in a dignified manner.




s Argument 2: The duty to relieve others’ suffering.

® Q&A: Is there any supporting evidence for this argument? Are they facts or
opinions?

® (Para4) Patients afflicted with excruciatingly painful and terminal diseases are
unable to function in any dignified manner, thus it is cruel and inhumane to refuse
their pleas.

® Analysis: There are a couple of emotionally appealing adjectives such as “painful
and terminal” to evaluate the conditions of patients as well as “cruel and inhumane”
to make a judgement about the action to refuse their pleas.

Purpose:
»  Getting closer to the issue of assisted suicide;

» Applying both facts and opinions in supporting an argument;

3. Productive task

Topic: Assisted suicide should not be legalized.

® Students are required to use facts and opinions to support their arguments in a
persuasive and empathetic way.

® Some key words and phrases are offered by the teacher.

Purpose:
» Developing students’ ideas and critical thinking by pondering the other side of the

controversial issue.
» The teacher reduces the role of scaffolding to cultivate students’ independent
learning.

4. Teaching assessment

Guided peer evaluation & Teacher’s instant assessment:

» Whether facts and opinions are included in the argument;
» Whether persuasiveness and empathy are achieved,

Summary

Assisted Suicide: A right or a wrong?

Many people claim that there is a right and there is a wrong. But maybe there is no
absolute balance that can be measured by humanity. We have to choose which values are
most important and to cast our vote.

S. Homework assignment

Watching and writing:

» Watch Harvard online course ‘Justice” by Professor Michael Sandel
(www.justiceharvard.org):
Episode 1: The Morality of Murder
Episode 6: Motives and Morality

» Write an argumentative essay on "Should the assisted suicide be legalized?" with the
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online sources for reference and post it on the teacher’s WeChat English learning
platform’s column "Assisted suicide: A Right or A Wrong?".

Students are supposed to upload their writings for peer evaluation. They are divided
into groups of five persons and share their works and vote for the best one, which
will be evaluated in class.

CHECKLIST

If he uses facts:

Defining:

1. Is this known for certain to be true?

2. Can this be verified?

3. Are they debatable?

Function:

1. Are the facts startling and logical?

2. Has the source been mentioned?

3. Is the source authoritative?

4. Are the facts relevant to the argument?

If he uses opinions:

1. Does he evaluate something or make a judgement?

2. Does he use emotionally appealing adjectives to state an opinion?

3. Are these words empathy-evoking?

4. Are the opinions relevant to the argument?

5. How well do opinions strengthen the argument?

6. Are opinions overused?

v =

Online specific feedback for each student

Next class: The best essay selected by drawing lots will be assessed by both students
and the teacher.

The teacher offers prepared advice (PPT) for an overall evaluation and
contemporaneous ideas (blackboard).

ose:

The input materials, productive activities and participatory structures are conducive
to developing students’ moral and ethical qualities as well as international vision.
Both instant and delayed assessment help improve students’ language proficiency
and skills application.

Students’ performance of the post-class task motivates the teacher’s reflection in
adjusting teaching materials and teaching focus.
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