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Upon completion of this unit, students will be able to:

1) realize more about death-related topics and consider life and death with more insights;
2) take notes of key information;

3) make expressions of belief and doubt;

4) elaborate opinions on how to live each day;

5) understand death and the significance of life better.
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Unit Topic Death’s Lessons for Life

1. Warming up: listen to an interview about preserving life stories

2. Listening:

Three short conversations— Death-related conversations

A long conversation—A mother’s last words

. A passage—Are you afraid of death?
Unit Content

A radio program—Advice about life

3. Speaking: Asking about belief and doubt
A slow death or a fast death?

4. Critical thinking: Steve Job’s speech on death

5. Supplementary listening




Period 1-2 : Warming up and Listening
Time Allocation
Period 3-4 : Speaking and Critical thinking

1. Learning-centered theory
2. Learning-using integration

Design concepts | 3. Whole-person education

Design Thinking
Questionaire P Ss' expextation on what to learn in class
Ss' needs analysis | Ss‘ cognitive difficulties
: Ss' language difficulties
© Teacher's ) o ) )
| prediction Ss' difficulties in dealing with death-related problems
1. Explore death-related topics and consider life and death with more insights
Teaching & 2. Take notes of key information
learning objectives
i % 3. Make expressions of belief and doubt
4. Elaborate your opinions on how to live each day
Teaching materialsw
4
7g e = 7 - \
Teaching methods: Teaching ‘ o - ( ] l
POA procedures ‘ Motivating | Enabling L Assessing )
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Teaching design for Period 1-2

Pre-class activity

Tasks Purposes

Task1: Read the novel The Great Blue Yonder which tells a dead boy’s | To present a general scenario to Ss to arise
life story after death and share your understanding of “loss”,“grief”, | their interests in the topic.

“death” and “ways to live”on Unipus .

Task 2: Watch the movie Dead Poets Society and answer the following

questions:
To motivate Ss to think about the significance

1) What’s the theme of the movie? of life and the inevitable issue of “death”.
2) Why did Neil commit suicide?
3) Was Neil’s death worthwhile?




4) How do you interpret “carpe diem/seize the day”?

each choice.

Task 3: Listen to the interview and 10 short conversations on P66 on To guide Ss to do self-learning with
Unipus, take notes of the key information and list out your reasons for specific focus on listening practice.

Let Ss know more about death-related

information.

In-class activity

Procedures

Time

allocation

Steps

Assessing the

online learning

20mins

Step1. Presentation
Ss make presentations of the assigned listening materials with their own

understanding.

Step2. Question and answer
Other Ss ask related questions about the listening materials or the speaker’s
understanding of the listening materials. The presenter should answer the

questions appropriately.

Step3. Peer assessment and Teacher assessment
1) Other Ss give feedback on the presentation or the presenter’s opinions.

2) T gives feedback on Ss’ performances of presenting, questioning and peer
assessing.

Productive

activity 1:

A survey on

people’s fear of
death

30mins

Motivating
Step1. Ss watch a video clip about people’s fear of death.
Step2. Ss answer the following questions:
1) Are you afraid of death?
2) In your opinion how many percent of people fear death?
Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.

1) Propose appropriate questions to conduct a survey in class or on campus;
2) Analyse the data collected,;

3) Make descriptions of the data;

4) Conclude the findings of the survey;

5) Figure out the reasons of people’s fear of death.

Enabling (teaching material: a video)

Step1. Ss watch the video and take notes of key information.




Step2. Ss fill in the blanks of major data and key reasons.

Step3. T guides Ss to observe and practice the sentences describing data.

Step4. Ss conduct a survey in class about the fear of death and its reasons.

StepS. Ss explain their findings of their surveys and the possible reasons.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups presentations in term of their
language clarity, accuracy, significance, logic and completeness. They can ask the

presenter any questions about their findings.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances.

Productive

activity 2:

The last
conversation

before one dies

20mins

Motivating

Step1. T shows a picture of a dying mother and asks Ss to guess her last words.

Step2. Ss share their predictions.

Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) know more about death
2) learn how to show sympathy

3) learn how to make wishes

Enabling (teaching material: an audio clip)

Step1. Ss take notes of key information.

Step2. Ss make choices of the best answers.

Step3. T asks questions about key words or expressions and makes specific
explanations according to Ss’ difficulties.

Step4. T guides Ss to note down the sentences about wish and sympathy.

Step5. Ss role play and make conversations about the last words before dying.
Situationl. A millionaire and his son
Situation2. A beggar and his friend
Situation3. A young mum’s words to her 1 year old kid and her husband

Any other situations you want to create is encouraged.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups presentations in term of their




language clarity, accuracy, significance, logic and completeness.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances.

Productive

activity3:

Make advice for

life

15mins

Motivating

Step1. Ss share their understanding of the novel The Great Blue Yonder which was

an assignment before the class.

Step2. T asks Ss to conclude the advice for life in the novel.

Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) give advice in a proper way

2) make clear and logical expressions with the help of signal words

Enabling (teaching material: a radio program)

Step1. Ss listen and fill in the blank.

Step2. Ss select out the specific advice and read aloud.

Step3. Ss make conclusions on how to give advice.

Step4. T makes comments and give supplementary explanations.

Step5. Ss try to give advice to the freshman on how to live the college life.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups’ presentations in term of their

language clarity, accuracy, significance, logic and completeness.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances and ask Ss to improve their

expression.

Productive

15mins

Motivating

Step1. T shows pictures of Chinese and American funerals and asks Ss to figure out

the differences.
Step2. Ss describe the differences.
Step3. T gives feedback of their descriptions and points out their deficiency.

Step4. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.

1) figure out the cultural differences between Chinese and American

funeral and the reasons behind;




activity4:

American

funerals

VS

Chinese funerals

2) make descriptions of differences;

3) analyse the reasons of the differences.

Enabling  (teaching material: a video of President Bush’s funeral )

Step1. Ss watch the video and observe the differences.

Step2. T guides Ss to note down the differences in a T chart and explain how to

make a clear description of a comparison.

Step3. Ss make group discussions about the differences between American funeral

and Chinese funeral and analyse the reasons of the differences.
Step4. Ss discuss whether the American funerals will replace Chinese funerals

and explain the reasons.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups presentations in term of their

language clarity, accuracy, significance, logic and completeness.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances and point out what they

should improve in future description.

After-class activity

Tasks Purposes

Task1. Make research in group of 4 on attitudes towards death in | To cultivate Ss’ cross cultural awareness and

different countries. Make a presentation with PPT next time. to enforce what Ss have learnt within class.

Task2. Watch the micro-lectures in online course to get to know how to | To guide Ss to prepare for the next class.

take notes while listening.

Task3. Watch the TED talk by Ric Elias: 3 things I have learnt while | To motivate the Ss to think more about death

my airplane crashed

and life.




Teaching design for period 3-4

Pre-class activity

Tasks Purposes

Taskl. Make research in group of 4 on attitudes towards death in

different countries. Make a presentation with PPT .

To cultivate Ss’ cross cultural awareness and

to enforce what Ss have learnt within class.

Task2. Watch the micro-lectures in online course to get to know how

to take notes while listening and how to express belief and doubt in

To guide Ss to prepare for the next class.

daily conversations.

Task3. Watch the TED talks by Ric Elias: 3 things I have learnt while

To guide the Ss to think more about death and

my airplane crashed and try to make your own comments on things | life.
you want to do before die.
In-class activity
Procedures Time Steps
allocation
Stepl. Presentation
Ss make presentations of the different attitudes towards death in different countries.
Step2. Question and answer
Other Ss ask related questions about the speaker’s presentation.The presenter should
Assessing answer the questions appropriately.
the online 20mins Step3. Peer assessment and Teacher assessment
learning Other Ss give feedback on the presentation of the presenter.
T gives feedback on Ss’ performances of presenting, questioning and peer assessing.
T scores Ss according to their performances in term of preparation, delivery, defense and
language accuracy, clarity, logic, significance and completeness.
Motivating
Productive : . . - -
Step1. Ss watch a video clip Believe it or not? and guess whether the events in the video
activity 1: are true.
Express 20mins | Step2. T guides Ss to notice the different degrees of their believing and let Ss know their
belief and language gaps.
doubt in
L Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
daily life

1) express belief and doubt in daily conversation

2) show disagreements in a proper way




Enabling (teaching material: 3 audios )

Step1. Ss explain how to talk about belief and doubt according to the
mirco-lecture they have learned in online course.

Step2. Teacher provides different situations and Ss need to express their belief or

doubt immediately:
1) I am just 25 years old.
2) I believe you can become a queen one day!
3) Your neighbor is millionaire!

4) You can have happy and colorful days in future.
Step3. Ss read Sample Conversations on P74 loudly and underline the
expressions showing belief or doubt.
Step4. Ss listen and imitate the conversations.
Step5. Ss make a reading competition to practice their pronunciation and
intonation, especially focusing on how to show belief or doubt in a proper tone.
Step 6. Ss make conversations in pairs to discuss the following topics.

1) Visitors to the United Kingdom asking about laws there.

2) Visitors to the United States asking about dating customs there.
3) Visitors to the Canada asking about environmental hygiene there.
4) Visitors to India asking about religion there.

5) Visitors to France asking about transportation there.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups presentations in term of their

pronunciation, intonation, language accuracy, logic and completeness.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances and point out what they should

improve in communicating with others.

Productive

10mins

Motivating




activity2:

Define death
and birth

Step1. Ss finish a questionnaire online about their cognition of death before the

class. T presents the data collected from this survey to illustrate Ss’ lack of death

education within class.

Step2. Ss analyse the reasons why there are few death education in China.

Step3. Ss discuss the question: What is death?

Step4. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) make definitions of death

2) explain the different connotations of death

Enabling (teaching material: a video and some quotations )

Step1. Ss share the quotations on death they’ve read in online course before the
class and explain their understanding.

Step2. T plays the video clip of movie_Coco which illustrates the theme that

death is not the end of life but being forgotten is the real death.

Step3. T & Ss define death together to make a clear understanding of death.

Step4. Ss try to define birth from different perspectives in groups .

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups’ definition of birth in term of the

accuracy, concise and logic.

T assessment: T make comments on Ss’ definitions.

Productive

activity 3:

How to face

death?

25mins

Motivating

Step1. Ss watch a video about people’s dying and the reactions of their family
and friends.

Step2. T asks Ss how to face the loss of people they love. Ss discuss the question
and share their opinions with the whole class.

Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) take notes of key information during listening

2) use signal word to illustrate the logic of your explanation




3) explain reasons for your support of a fast death or a slow death

4) propose ways to face the death of our beloved ones

Enabling (teaching material: an audio, a video and a micro-lecture )

Step1. Ss explain How fo take notes during listening according to the

mirco-lecture they have learned online.

Step2. Ss listen to a long conversation and take notes of the key information.

Step3. Ss present the speaker’s opinion on slow death and fast death.

Step4. T guides Ss to notice the speaker’s logic and the use of signal words. T explains

the structure of the argumentation.

Step5. Ss watch a video about how to face death and take notes of key

information.

Step6. T checks out the notes and ask Ss to order the advice with signal words.

Step7. Ss discuss in groups and make speeches on how to face death.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups’ presentation with special attention

to their use of signal words and their logic smoothness.

T assessment: T makes comments on Ss’ presentations and give more advice on how to

deal with the sorrow or fear when facing death.

Productive

activity 4:

What makes
life worth

living?

10mins

Motivating

Stepl. T & S appreciate some epitaphs together. T guides Ss to think about life

and what they want others to remember of.

Step2. Ss try to write an epitaph for himself.

Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) describe a person’s life
2) make comments on life of others

3) explain what makes life worth living?

Enabling (teaching material: an audio )




Step1. Ss listen to a conversation and talk about the mother’s simple life.

Step2. Ss discuss in pairs about life of a person they respect, love or dislike.

Step3. Ss list out the things that make life worth living.

Step4. T guides Ss to order their lists and make presentation on What makes life

worth living.

Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on other groups’ presentation with special attention

to their use of signal words and their logic smoothness.

T assessment: T makes comments on Ss’ presentations and give more advice on how to

live worthwhile.

Productive

activity 5:

How to live

each day?

10mins

Motivating

Stepl. Ss review the movie Dead Poets Society which Ss have watched before

class and discuss the theme of the movie: seize the day.

Step2. T asks Ss to paraphrase their understanding of seizing the day.

Step3. T explains the learning objectives of this productive activity.
1) express agreement and disagreement in a proper way
2) express your opinions on how to seize the day
3) support your opinions with sound reasons and good examples

4) give suggestions on how to live each day

Enabling (teaching material: a speech and a micro-lecture )

Step1. Ss listen to a speech and get the speaker’s opinion on how to live each
day.

Step2. Ss discuss the reasons of the speaker.

Step3. Ss express their agreement or disagreement with the speaker.

Step4. T & Ss review the micro-lecture together about How to explain your

opinions and get the key points.

Step5. Ss explain their opinions on How to live each day according to the PREP

principal.




Assessing

Ss assessment: Ss make comments on others’ presentations in term of their language
clarity, accuracy, significance, logicalness and completeness. They can ask the presenter

any questions about their opinions.

T assessment: T gives feedback on Ss’ performances and give suggestions on how to

seize the day.

Scenario. As a student in a normal university, you may become a teacher in future. There

may be some students who feel lost in life and don’t know how to live their lives, some

Productive of whom may even consider to commit suicide.
activity 6:
Productive tasks:
How to help . . . .
1) Discuss in groups and make a mind map of your solutions on how to help your
our Smins
students.
students? 2) Create situations and role play to check out whether your solutions are effective
and helpful.
(AR 3) Explain your solutions clearly and logically.
AL E
EREE) 4) Pay attention to your language and your intonation since your students are
mainly pupils or adolescents.
After-class activity
Taskl. Project: Live or die, is it a choice? 1. To guide Ss to do some research in

groups.
Each group choose one research project in the list and make | 2 T, motivate Ss critically think about

presentations with PPT. Take record of your presentation and upload Euthanasia and present their

your works on Unipus. opinions with evidences support.

3. To guide Ss practice the speaking

1) What is euthanasia? How do people from different countries think . . .

skill of this unit.
about euthansia?

2) If your family wanted to choose euthanasia, would you agree? Please
give specific reasons. (at least 3)

3) If you were suffering from great pain, would you choose euthanasia?
Please give specific reasons. (at least 3)

4)  Figure out the reasons why Chinese government doesn't permit

euthanasia.

Tas2. Oral report 1. To guide Ss prepare for next unit.

2. To provide Ss various resources to




Listen to the TED talk Defending ourselves against disasters and make an | develop their international horizons.

oral report next time.

Task3. Enjoy the song It s my life To motivate Ss live worthwhile.
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Based on multiple assessment concept, this unit employs both formative assessment and summative assessment
within classroom and online learning in forms of teacher-student collaborative assessment, peer assessment and

self-evaluation.

Instant assessment in class
Teacher and students make instant assessment right after each productive activity. It aims at arising students’
attention to what they have learned and what they still need to improve so that students’ future performance of

listening and speaking could be improved.

Online assessing system

1) Listening test. After the learning of the whole unit, students need to take part in an online listening
test. The system will assess the performance and give suggestions to students.Teacher will make
supplementary instruction according to students’ deficiency.

2) Speaking assignment. With the help of modern technology, students could upload their speech to

Unipus and the online assessing system will make assessment and give suggestions.
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