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Unit Introduction

Communication in the digital age

• Emoji – a word
• History and development
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2 • Chris Andrews and his “Let’s Talk” project



Student Analysis

In this unit, what language proficiency do you want to 
achieve most?



Student Analysis

In this unit, what skill do you want to develop most?



Student Analysis

Be able to communicate effectively

Be able to counter argue

• History and development of emoji

• Pros and cons of using emoji

• Importance of face-to-face 

communication

Be able to 
speak or write about



Unit Objectives 

1 Knowledge

• Language skills

3Affection

• Whether social media brings people
closer or further.

• Think critically about emoji and face-
to-face communication.

• Consider marginalized groups in the
digital age.

2 Skill

• To counter argue in a logical way
• To make a speech with sound 

reasoning.





Teaching Mode

F A S T

Flipped class SPOC/MOOCS

Assessment Task-based



Online

F2F

Online

F2F

Project • Comprehensive language 
ability

1
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Unit Design



Unit Design



Demonstration design

Counter Argument

MOTIVATING ASSESSINGENABLING

M E A

Lead-in
Pre-assessment

Knowledge 
acquisition

scaffolding

Post-assessment

Self-evaluation
Teacher-assessment





Lead-in

Counter argument

Assignment1 2
3



Do you agree or disagree?

• People feel unworried if they leave mobiles at home;
• It’s proper to share your moments to everyone.
• In a get-together, family or friends still addict to smart phones. 
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Pre-checklist

• Do you disagree?

While disagreeing,
• do you use rude or mocking language?
• do you admit the opponent’s idea?
• do you provide supportive evidence?
• do you prove your point is stronger?
• Do you know what a counter argument is? 

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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Counter argument

1 2
3



What is a counter argument?
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What is a counter argument?

• When you make an argument, you propose a 
thesis and offer some reasoning. 

• When you counter-argue, you consider a 
possible argument against your thesis or some 
aspect of your reasoning. 

• In short, it is the opposing argument.
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Activity 1: Ice-cream Issue
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Ice-cream issue

Ice cream is 
what you 
desire!

It contains 
too many 
calories!

2



How can you persuade the other so that you can have an ice-cream? (Pair work)

Ice-cream issue 2



How can you persuade the other so that you can have an ice-cream? (Pair work)

Ice-cream issue 2

I know that ice cream has a lot of 
calories, but we can burn those calories 
off by walking to the ice cream shop.

Hmm! I was going to say that ice cream is 
too fattening, but you are right. It’s not a 
concern if we burn the calories off.



Steps:

Imagine what the other side would say; 1

Disapprove of the counter-argument with a rebuttal.4

Give reasons to explain the counter-claim; 3

Acknowledge the counter argument;2
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 Acknowledge the counter claim

Useful expressions for giving the other side's opinion: 

• Some people think that…
• Some people feel that…
• Many people believe that…
• It is claimed that…
• Admittedly, it might be true that….



 Give reasons to explain the counter argument

Useful words and expressions(While, although…):

• While it is true that… … I believe… 
• Despite the fact that…., many people think it is…. 
• Although many people think that…., I feel that….
• Though it is often said that…, in fact the opposite is true 



 Refute the counter claim

Useful words and expressions(But, however…)

• It is undoubtedly true that… …However… 
• It is often argued that… Nevertheless, it is 
• Some people say that… They claim… Yet I feel… 
• Supporters of this viewpoint say that… But it is… 



Activity 2: 

Social media keeps us 
CLOSER or FURTHER.
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Sample Pattern
Social media keeps us ______.

Step 1:
Think of the opponent’s idea Yet some people hold a different idea.

Step 2: Admit it
It might be true that______________
______________________________,

Step 3: Give reasons because__________________________
________________________________.

Step 4: Refute it However,_________________________
________________________________.
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Reflection Criteria

Checklist    
1. No idea; 2.Poor; 3. Average 4. Good; 5.Excellent

Items: 1 2 3 4 5

I know what a counter argument is.

I am able to lead a counter argument.

I am able to give reasons to explain the counter claim.

I am able to refute the counter argument.

I am able to prove my point is stronger by using counter
arguments.

2



Assignment1 2
3



1. Write an article, using counter arguments, to comment 
on social phenomena caused by digital communication.
2. Use the expressions and sentence patterns for reference.
3. Find another group and examine their work based on the 
checklist of evaluation.

Assignment - Writing task
3



•People feel worried/unworried if they leave mobiles at home;

•It’s proper/improper to share your moments to everyone.

•In a get-together, people still addict to/throw away smart phones. 

3
Optional topics:



Peer assessment criteria

• Are there  counter arguments?
• If yes,

do they lead counter arguments well?
do they give reasons to explain it?
are there any transitional expressions (but, 

although, etc.)?
• Are there rebuttals?
• Do they reinforce the point by using counter 

arguments? 

Yes No

3

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No



Thanks for listening!
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