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1.1 Overview

University
• Engineering-dominated

Students
• Undergraduate (Year 1 & Year 2)

1. Course Design

• Stratified teaching (A/B)

• Multi-disciplinary

• Non-English Majors



1.2 Course Objectives

Critical 
thinking

Cultural 
awareness

Learning 
ability

Language 
Competence

Fostering character and civic virtue

(梅德明 2019)

立德 树人



2. Unit Design

2.1 Textbook

Communication in 
the digital age1

2.2 Target students

• 31 (female: 5 male: 26)
• Undergraduate Year 1 (2nd term)

• Critical thinking 
• Effective writing

• Class A (80% CET 4)



2.3 Text Analysis

iExplore 1
• Reading 1

iExplore 2
• Viewing 
• Reading 2 



words & 
expressions



iExplore 1
• Reading 1

iExplore 2
• Viewing 
• Reading 2 

Education

2.3 Text Analysis


Benefits 

of face-to-
face

Negative effects 
of digital 

communication Facts & 
opinions



Text 
Analysis

Unit Objectives

Teaching content

Teaching methods



2.4 Unit Objectives

1 Explain the role of emojis in digital communication

Discuss the importance of face-to-face communication

Realize the change in the way we communicate and 
work out a proper way to make use of social media 

2

3

4

Write a comprehensive and convincing essay

Students will be able to:



Periods 
1&2

Periods 
3&4

Period 5

In-classTime After-class

Period 6

Motivating

Enabling: iExplore 1
(Reading 1: emojis)

overall objective

sub-objective 1

sub-objective 2

Enabling: iExplore 2
(Video + Reading 2: face-to-face)

Enabling: iProduce

2.5 Teaching Procedures (POA)

Scaffolding

Scaffolding

Scaffolding Task 3: 400-word essay 
“Social media changes the 

way we communicate.”

Task 1:

Task 2:

180-word essay on 
“The role of emojis 

in digital communication”

180-word essay “The 
importance of face-to-face 

communication”

Writing task 
in real life situation



Enabling: iExplore 1
(Reading 1: emojis)

Target language 

sub-objective 1
Task 1: 180-word essay on 

“The role of emojis 
in digital communication”



Enabling: iExplore 1
(Reading 1: emojis)

Target language
eg. empathy (para. 8)

create

apply

understand

Production
(Appendix 1)



Periods 
1&2

Periods 
3&4

Period 5

In-classTime After-class

Period 6

Motivating

Enabling: iExplore 1
(Reading 1: emojis)

overall objective
Task 3: on-line

sub-objective 1
Task 1: on-line

sub-objective 2
Task 2: on-line

Enabling: iExplore 2
(Video + Reading 2: face-to-face)

Enabling: iProduce

2.5 Teaching Procedures (POA)

Assessing (task 1)

Assessing (task 2)

Assessing (task 3)

(demo)



3. Demo Design

Assessing (pre-class)

3.1 Assessing Objective

Effective 
Thesis statement

 Usage of new words 
and expressions in 
Reading 1 

✘

difficulty in thesis 
statement

(16/31)

Critical review of the samples



Sample Writing feedback

Thesis statement
samples

2

2

1

1

10

15

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

miscellaneous

> one idea

too narrow

too broad

unarguable

ok

unarguable (Sub 29)

too broad (Sub 18)

too narrow (Sub 10)

contain> one idea (Sub 23)



Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Discovery Definition Diagnosis

Step 4

Drill & 
Assignment

• Pair work & group work 
(Self-assessment & peer-assessment)

• Teacher guided discussion

3. Demo Design
3.2 teaching procedures

Assessing (in-class)

Lead-in: 
objective

teacher’s 
instruction 

assess & revise 
the sample



4. Highlights

Advanced Innovative

Challenging

• Language competence
• Critical thinking

• Trending topic: social 
media

• POA

• Teacher: lesson planning & self-reflection
• Student: task & production 
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Bei Jing



北京站

外研社国际会议中心

Thesis 
Statement

Topic 
Sentences



Pre-class W
riting



Essay  Structure

Thesis Statement

How to write an     
effective

in an 
argumentative 

essay 
Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Introduction

Conclusion

Topic sentence

Topic sentence

Topic sentence



D
efinition

An effective thesis cannot be answered with a

simple "yes" or "no." A thesis is not a topic; nor

is it a fact; nor is it an opinion. A good thesis has

two parts. It should tell what you plan to argue,

and it should "telegraph" how you plan to

argue—that is, what particular support for your

claim is going in your essay.

subject + your claim (or opinion) 



3rd. Emojis should be 
widely adopted in 

digital communication 
because emojis can 
be more effective 

than words.
1st. Emojis have 
enormous effects on 

digital communication.

1. Pick a topic

2. Be specific

3. Be arguable

4. Create a mini-outline

X Broad

 NarrowFactX

 ArgumentThe role of
emojis 

in digital              
communication

D
iagnosis

2nd. Emojis have 
been one of the 

biggest communication 
breakthroughs 

in the digital age. 
effective?



Let’s go out for some food

I just fell down 
the stairs!

I just fell down 
the stairs!

Haha, you are 
so clumsy!

Where are they 
taking you? I 
will be right 
here!

I can't come tonight.

Why, what happened?

Not again! Your dad?!

This has to stop…



D
iagnosis

4th.  Emojis should be adopted 

in digital communication because 

they are _____________ to screen readers, 

provide ____________________ and help 

people online express ____________.

accessible

better word choice

empathy

5th. Emojis should act as a complement

non-verbal cues improved 
phrasing

more specific



Sum
m

ary

Try this 
formula!!!

The (______________) 

should be (_________) 

(_____________) 

because it (_______), 

(_______), and 

(_______).

focus of your essay

debatable topic

for/against

claim 1

claim 2

claim 3

d
efinition

d
iag

nosis

Your Good 

Thesis Statement Checklist

Includes Your Topic

Includes Your Opinion

Is Clear

Is Specific

Is Arguable

Outlines your paper

Use effective word choices



D
rill

40 Persuasive Essay Topics 
to Help you Get Started

https://www.kibin.com/essay-writing-blog/
20-persuasive-essay-topics-help-get-started/

互评截止：

1. Does Facebook (or other forms of 
social media) create isolation?

4. Is society too dependent on 
technology? 

https://www.kibin.com/essay-writing-blog


Bei Jing
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