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Unit 1  Communication in the 
Digital Age

Target students: sophomore  of 
design-related majors

Differentiated Instructions 
Based on

2019/12/16

Major Unit Project Means
Statistics Study the usage preferences of 

emojis among different age groups
Big date analysis 

Modelling

Computer Science Create an emoji integrated with 
local cultural symbols

Python, Matlab

Social Science The pros and cons of emojis Debate

. . .



POA

Unit Project

Enabling

Producing

MotivatingMotivating

Innovative

Challenging

Emoji Creation Presentation



Unit Objectives
Explain the role of emojis in di

Use appropriate language to express opinions 
and attitudes and offer solid reasons 

Discuss the importance of face-to-face 
communication 

Talk about negative impact of emojis and 
suggest appropriate ways of

Create an emoji loaded with Lingnan culrue
or the core socialist value

Give a presentation to introduce the created 
emoji and suggest appropriate usage of it 

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

Talk about the functions of emojis

Express opinions and offer solid reasons

Discuss the importance of face-to-face 
communication 

Suggest appropriate ways of using emojis

Create an emoji loaded with cultural value

Give a presentation to introduce the emoji

iExplore 1

iExplore 2

Presentation

English proficiency 
Cultural awareness
Moral education

English proficiency
Critical thinking

English proficiency
Cooperative skills

English 
Proficiency

Cultural 
Awareness

Critical 
Thinking

Moral Education

Cooperative 
Skills

Jigsaw Reading         Critical Thinking
Disadvantages of digital communication

• …a 40 percent decline in empathy 
among college students…accompanied 
the rise in usage of digital 
communication. (para.5)

• ...the unconscious effect of detaching 
ourselves from the human on the other 
end of the message. (para.6)
. . . 

Appropriate Ways of Using Emojis

Appropriate Ways of Using Emojis

Positive energy

conscious

enhance cultural confidence

Raise awareness

Boost confidence
Avoid vulgar contents

Avoid dirty jokes

Avoid filthy content

Not only entertaining

Input
(Enabling)

iEmoji
+ 

Presentation
(Producing)



Teaching Process

Session 2 Session 3

Online Online Online
Word study
Reading A
Exercises

Word study
Reading B
Exercises

Word study
Sample study

Contest

Analyze the 
roles of 
emojis

Evaluate the 
impacts of 

emojis

Create an 
emoji

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Offline Offline Offline

Subtask 1

Functions of 
emoji

Subtask 2

Appropriate 
usage of 

emoji

Subtask 3

Outline of an 
presentation

Advanced

Session 1

Unit Project



Multi-dimensional Assessment

Offline Online

• Assessment 
criteria of iEmoji
Contest

• Instant feedback 
on presentation 
(teacher, peer)

• Self-assessment 
(exercises, form) 

• Peer assessment   
(vote)

Assessment Criteria 
From Lisbon Emoji Database 

Norms 
for 

Emoji

Aesthetics

Clarity

Arousal

Meaningfulness



Demo Class

1 3

Video, Pictures
Enabling

2

Text

Enabling

4

Language points

Enabling

5

Speaking
Producing

POASession 1
Functions of Emojis

What’s the purpose 
of designing oracle 

emojis?

Scenario

Motivating

Differentiated Instructions
Design-related 

majors

…



Demo Class POASection 1
Functions of Emojis

Emphasis on the role of emojis in 
promoting culture & values 



Why Emojis are a No-
brainer for Digital 
Communication



1. To talk about 3 functions of 
emoji by using appropriate 
language

2. To enhance the awareness of 
promoting culture & values

Learning Objectives



Pre-class tasks

1. Vocabulary study on the app
2. Micro-lecture: Emojis of Oracle

Bone Inscription（甲骨文）



陈
楠
作
品

Dr. Chen, would 
you please share 

with us your design 
purpose of these 
oracle emojis?

…

And?

…

Oracle Emoji
甲骨文表情包

Task



What are 
they going 

to eat?

is too 

What to eat 

How about 

or

is great 
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…the real innovation behind emojis lies in their
ability to help people online say what they mean …

non-
verbal 
cues
70%

words
30%

Communication 
(Para. 5)

Functions of Emoji
F1: to better 

express oneself

“… complement and 
support the messages 

coming from text.” (Para 15)



Why do people send those emojis?

转发锦鲤

Final exam is coming…F2: to entertain 
people



The dumpling emoji is 

created to promote 

_____________________.

Watch the video and fill 
in the blank.

Chinese culture

F3: to promote 
culture & values



To better 

express 

oneself

01

To entertain 

people

02

To promote 
culture & 

values

03

Functions



1. Emoji is _______________ (有利于) relaxing ourselves.

2. Emojis _______________(有助于) clarifying the meaning 
hidden behind the text.

3. The function of emoji ________(在于) its ability to 
promote culture. (Para. 11)

4. Emojis __________________________(补充和支撑) the 
messages coming from the text to help people better 
express themselves. (Para. 15)

24

*Language Study 

lies in

complement and support

conducive to

contribute to



陈
楠
作
品

Dr. Chen, would 
you please share 

with us your design 
purpose of these 
oracle emojis?

…

And?

…

Oracle Emoji
甲骨文表情包

promote culture & values
entertain themselves
express themselves

lie in its ability to…
complement and support the 
message coming from text 
to…
be conducive to…
contribute to…

Language Functions

Pair Work: 
To explain the design 
purpose of the given emoji 



Oracle
Emoji

PROCESSING…

Further Exploration

Oracle Bone 
Inscription

甲
骨
文



Cantonese Food

Local Opera

Folk Custom

What aspect of culture 
do the following 
emojis promote? 

Cantonese Dialect

A.

B.

C.

D.



What culture does the 
following set of emojis
promote? 

保护、传承、发展

Local Opera

Folk Custom

…

Cantonese Food

Cantonese Dialect



坚定 中华优秀传统文化,
建设社会主义

——习近平

文化自信，传承和弘扬
文化强国。



社会主义
核心价值观



3 Functions of 
Emoji 

01

Language
Points 

02
Awareness of 

Cultural 
Promotion

03

Wrap-up



Self-assessment

2019/12/16

Checklist
I know emoji can be used to better express ourselves.

I know emoji can be used to entertain people.

I know emoji can be used to promote culture and 
values.

I master the language points that can be used to 
describe the functions of emoji.

I know local cultural symbols can be integrated into 
emoji-making.

1 542 3

NB: 1-Poor, 2-Fair, 3-Satisfactory,  4-Good, 5-Very Good



Explore other functions of emojis (Post them to the 

discussion board on social media platform).  

Explore local cultural symbols which can be  integrated into 

emoji-making (Make a group-presentation in class).   

Reflect on the statement“现在的年轻人手机里有一大堆表情

包，可是脸上却没有表情”(Write on iWrite).

2019/12/16

Assignments



T H A N K S


	幻灯片编号 1
	幻灯片编号 2
	幻灯片编号 3
	幻灯片编号 4
	幻灯片编号 5
	幻灯片编号 6
	幻灯片编号 7
	幻灯片编号 8
	幻灯片编号 9
	幻灯片编号 10
	幻灯片编号 11
	Multi-dimensional Assessment
	幻灯片编号 13
	幻灯片编号 14
	幻灯片编号 15
	幻灯片编号 16
	幻灯片编号 17
	幻灯片编号 18
	幻灯片编号 19
	Para. 11
	幻灯片编号 21
	幻灯片编号 22
	幻灯片编号 23
	幻灯片编号 24
	幻灯片编号 25
	幻灯片编号 26
	幻灯片编号 27
	幻灯片编号 28
	幻灯片编号 29
	幻灯片编号 30
	幻灯片编号 31
	幻灯片编号 32
	幻灯片编号 33
	幻灯片编号 34

