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H>&. To be good or be clever?

IBREADING FOR LEARNING -
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Task 1 Read the first two paragraphs. Who are

mentioned in the two paragrepha? Mow do you

think they influenced Jelf? Read the rest of the

text and check your predictiona.
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We Are
What We

Choose

T Jeff spent every sumaner with his
grandparents when he was a boy.
He belped out on their farm. Most
summers they woald go om holiday in
his grandparests’ caravan. Jeff loved
these trips, apart from the senell of his
grandmother smoking.

3 AL that age Jeff loved doing simple maths,
fromn working cet how far the car could
travel with the petrol to working out the
value of groceries. While in the caravan
ane year, Jeffl remembered a statistic
about smoking: every puffl on a cigarette
shoetens your life by two minutes. After
doing some quick maths, Jeff ansounced
10 his grandmother that she had taken
nime years off her life because of smoking.

3

Jeff had thought bis grandy would be inp d by his snaths. They
weren't. His grandmother stasted crying and his grandfather stopped the car. Jeff
thought be was going to be in big trouble when his grandfatber walked round and
opened his door. After somw silence Jeff's grandfather calmly said, “jeff, one day
you'll undesstand that it's barder 1o be kind than clever.”

His Grandfatber's words taught Jeff a great kesson and they became his life psotto.
Years later, Jeff Beznos became the CEO of Amazon, and he told this story to the
graduates of Princeton University in 2010, He weadt o0 to say, “What 1 wast to talk
to you about today is the difference between gifts and choices. Cleverness is a gift,
kindness is a choice. Gifts are easy they're given after all. Choices can be hard.
You can seduce yourself with your gifts if you're st careful, and if you do, it
probably be to the detri of vour
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2% . Help strangers or not?
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THE °
UMBRELLA®
MAN

by Roald Dahl
Yesterday, my mother took me up to London
to see the dentst. When we came out of the
dentist it was raining hard and we didn™t
bhave an umbrella. "We must get a taxi,

,,%

Sarah!™ my mother said. Lots of taxis came
by but they all had passengers inside them.

Just then a small old man came up to us. He
smiled politely and <sid to my mother: “Please
excuse me, Madam. 've leflt oy wallet at
home and I'm not sure my old legs will be
able to carry me home.”

My mother had always been suspicious of
strange roen.

“Are you asking me Lo give you money?” she
asked.

you this beautiful silk umbrella of mine o keep
you dry. t"s yours, Madam, if you'll only give
me the money for a 1axi home.”™

My mother looked at the umbrella. & was made
of silkk and looked very expensive,

It cost mb over twenty pounds™, the old man
said. "But that doesn’™t matter. | just want 1o go
home and rest my old legs.™

My mother gave the old man a pound for his
taxi fare, and accepted the silk umbrells. *You
see? she said 1o me as the old man wallied
away. "You shouldn™t usually trust strange men,
but | could see that he was a gentleman.™

| was watching the old man who was now
walking very fast indeed. "He doesn't look very
tired 1o me." | said.

Ve Tollowed the old man all the way to a pub
calied The Red Lion. We watched him go in and
buy a large whisky with the money my mother
had given him.

“What an expensive drink!™ | said. "It cost him a
silk umbreliat™

We watched the old man deink up his whisky and
leave the pub. On the way out, he guickly took
an umbrelia from the stand beside the door.
Within minutes he was selling the umbrellato a
tall man with wet hair. Then we followed him to
a different pub.

*He could be doing this all night!™ | said. “Yes ™

said my mother, “But I'N bet he prays like mad
for rainy days™

2 "NNot at Al the old man said. *I'm offering
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2. The message of the story?

A dead leaf fell onto Soapy’ s lap where

e zat, freezing. in Madizon Square. e - s B
needed to move somewhere warm for . £ o S

winter, but unlike rich New Yorkers, he 2 i
was not planning 2 Medifermanean cradze.
Neo, gus was not for him. Soapy was AL
Planning fo spend his winter in the safefy ) \
of 2 prizon cell.

For many years now, Soapy had spent

the coldest months in prison. Now the +423
tme had come for his winter visit and he

was determined to achieve his goal

Soapy found an elegant cafe. He decided

to order and eat a fhwee course meal

although he had no money o pay for it

Tha= would surely guarantes him a Swee : X 2 - 0. BHenry was the pen name
monih stay in prizon! FHowever, wien . = . W e of William Sydney Pocter, a
he went nto the rectanwrant the waiter nineteenth ceotury American

tock cne lock at hiz zhabby frousers and THE (‘OP and author of hundreds of shart

walked him to the door. stories Many of these stocies

o
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»

have surprise endings or

Fe would need to try plan B. Soapy S
picked up a stone and theew it at the THE ‘AN—I]{ENI a “twist in the tale” Porter

window of an expensive gift zhop. The had a difficult life and

L 2 . experienced problems with
umd.o“ zmashed and a policemam came and singing. Disorderiy conduct would get him in prizon for sure! alecbol sddiction. He also
nuvmg up- s A pazzing policeman sonded at the passers-by: “Ah it's a Yale boy spent a brief spell in peison
“Who did that? : the ?_ol;cmun asked. celsbrating the end of a term. Neoazy: but no haam ™ for embezzlement. O. Henry's
“That was me, zix.” said Soapy. politely. Soapy was getting tired. e found a bench in front of an old most famous short stocies
The policeman stared at Soapy chaxch and zat down. Sweet crgan music Slled Ehe air. Never had include The G of the Magi
disbelief. Men who smach windows e heard such a beautiful sound. As he watched the moon and and The Ramsom of Red Chief.
donot admit to their aime. They run? LEztened o the masic zomething changed neide him. He felt zorry
“You didn't break that window.” the for all his crimes, and decided to malke a frech start. Fe would Yale is a very prestigious
policeman zadd. End a job tomorrow, he would go siraight. he would. . university in Connecticut,

“I did bre=ak it!” za2d Soapy. "Ttwasme. I No zooner than he had promized himeelf to start afrezh, Scapy USA. It is one of the
Swreazt™ felt 2 hand on hiz arm ' o Y
The policeman zaw 2 man running o “What are you doin” here?” asked 2 policenam. :!mve :' e ‘“h_
catch abus and started to chase him. “Nothin',” said Soapy. L e L
: - > presidents, including Geargs

Soapy would not give up. He stopped in “Then come along.” —— -

iet part of towm and started yellmg o 3 X e : - S s .
L i ce= S 3 Three months in prizon. ™ zadd the judge couxt the next moomung. T
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