
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction..................................................................................1
Pre-Class Reading............................................................................1
0.1 Introducing the field of pragmatics..................................... 1
0.2 The emergence of the field of pragmatics........................... 3
0.3 Pragmatics as a branch of linguistics.................................. 5
0.4 Pragmatics as a functional perspective............................... 6
0.5 Integrative pragmatics: A new trend................................... 7
In-Class Activities............................................................................8
Exercises........................................................................................12
Recommended Readings................................................................14
Resources for Students of Pragmatics............................................14

PART I  From Philosophy of Language to 
Linguistic Pragmatics....................................................... 17

Unit 1	 Speech/Pragmatic Act Theory......................... 19
Pre-Class Reading..........................................................................19
1.1 Words and deeds............................................................... 20
1.2 Locution, illocution and perlocution................................. 21
1.3 (Illocutionary) Speech acts classified................................ 22
1.4 Felicity conditions............................................................. 24
1.5 Indirect speech acts........................................................... 26
1.6 Extended speech acts........................................................ 27
1.7 Pragmatic Act Theory....................................................... 28
In-Class Activities..........................................................................31
Exercises........................................................................................35
Recommended Readings................................................................37

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Unit 2	 (Neo-)Gricean Pragmatics................................. 39
Pre-Class Reading..........................................................................39
2.1 Implicature as non-natural meaning.................................. 40
2.2 Types of implicatures........................................................ 42
2.3 Features of conversational implicatures............................ 44
2.4 CP: The principle and maxims.......................................... 46
2.5 Non-observance of the principle or maxims..................... 49
2.6 Calculating conversational implicatures........................... 51
2.7 Neo-Gricean Pragmatics................................................... 53
In-Class Activities..........................................................................58
Exercises........................................................................................62
Recommended Readings................................................................66

PART II Aspects of Language in Use...................... 67

Unit 3	 (Non-)Deictic Reference...................................... 69
Pre-Class Reading..........................................................................69
3.1 Types of reference............................................................. 69
3.2 Reference as a choice........................................................ 71
3.3 Properties of deixis........................................................... 73
3.4 Types of deixis.................................................................. 75
In-Class Activities..........................................................................78
Exercises........................................................................................81
Recommended Readings................................................................83

Unit 4	 Address.......................................................................... 84
Pre-Class Reading..........................................................................84
4.1 Address: Forms and usages............................................... 84
4.2 Functions of address......................................................... 86
4.3 Address Maxim................................................................. 88
4.4 Generalization of address terms........................................ 88
In-Class Activities..........................................................................89
Exercises........................................................................................94
Recommended Readings................................................................97

viii



Unit 5	 Pragmatic Presupposition.................................. 99
Pre-Class Reading..........................................................................99
5.1 Entailment and presupposition ......................................... 99
5.2 Pragmatic presupposition................................................ 100
5.3 Cancellation of presupposition....................................... 102
5.4 Projection problems with presupposition........................ 103
5.5 Presupposition triggers.................................................... 103
In-Class Activities........................................................................105
Exercises......................................................................................109
Recommended Readings..............................................................112

Unit 6	 Conversation Analysis......................................... 113
Pre-Class Reading........................................................................113
6.1 Turn-taking in conversation............................................ 113
6.2 Adjacency pairs............................................................... 114
6.3 Pre-sequences.................................................................. 116
6.4 Conversational repairs.................................................... 116
In-Class Activities........................................................................117
Exercises......................................................................................120
Recommended Readings..............................................................123

Unit 7	 Politeness in Conversation............................... 124
Pre-Class Reading........................................................................124
7.1 Approaches to politeness................................................. 124
7.2 PP: The principle and its maxims................................... 128
7.3 Clashes and trade-offs between the maxims................... 131
7.4 PP: A reformulation......................................................... 132
In-Class Activities........................................................................134
Exercises......................................................................................138
Recommended Readings..............................................................139

Unit 8	 Performing FTAs in Conversation................ 141
Pre-Class Reading........................................................................141
8.1 The notion of face........................................................... 141

ix



8.2 Face-threatening acts (FTAs).......................................... 142
8.3 Strategies for performing FTAs...................................... 144
8.4 Factors behind the choice of strategy.............................. 148
In-Class Activities........................................................................149
Exercises......................................................................................152
Recommended Readings..............................................................154

Unit 9	 Rapport Management Model........................... 156
Pre-Class Reading........................................................................156
9.1 Background to the model................................................ 156
9.2 Bases of rapport.............................................................. 158
9.3 Strategies of rapport management.................................. 160
9.4 Factors influencing rapport management........................ 161
9.5 A modified model............................................................ 162
In-Class Activities........................................................................164
Exercises......................................................................................168
Recommended Readings..............................................................172

PART III Constructing Unified Theories of 
Language Use...................................................................... 175

Unit 10	 Relevance Theory................................................ 177
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................177
10.1 A new model of communication................................. 177
10.2 Context in RT: A cognitive construct......................... 182
10.3 Relevance: Cognitive effects and processing effort........ 184
10.4 Relevance: Two principles......................................... 187
10.5 Explicatures vs. implicatures...................................... 190
In-Class Activities.....................................................................193
Exercises...................................................................................196
Recommended Readings...........................................................197

Unit 11	 Adaptation Theory.............................................. 199
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................199

x



11.1 Adaptability, variability and negotiability.................. 199
11.2 Language use as choice-making................................. 201
11.3 Context: Yet a new account........................................ 203
11.4 Language use as a dynamic process........................... 205
In-Class Activities.....................................................................208
Exercises...................................................................................210
Recommended Readings...........................................................213

Unit 12	 Metapragmatics................................................... 214
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................214
12.1 Defining metapragmatics............................................ 214
12.2 Metapragmatic awareness.......................................... 216
12.3 Indicators of metapragmatic awareness..................... 218
12.4 Metadiscourse reconsidered....................................... 222
12.5 Discourse/Pragmatic markers..................................... 224
In-Class Activities.....................................................................228
Exercises...................................................................................230
Recommended Readings...........................................................233

PART IV Applied Pragmatics...................................... 235

Unit 13	 Pragmatics and Translation.......................... 237
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................237
13.1 Translation as communication.................................... 237
13.2 Translating pragmatic meanings................................. 239
13.3 Layers of pragmatic equivalence................................ 241
13.4 Strategies of pragmatic translation............................. 242
In-Class Activities.....................................................................244
Exercises...................................................................................246
Recommended Readings...........................................................248

Unit 14	 Developing L2 Pragmatic Competence.... 250
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................250
14.1 L2 pragmatic competence.......................................... 250

xi



14.2 Teaching L2 pragmatics............................................. 254
14.3 Pragmatic transfer and pragmatic failures.................. 257
In-Class Activities.....................................................................258
Exercises...................................................................................261
Recommended Readings...........................................................263

Unit 15	 Critical Pragmatics............................................. 265
Pre-Class Reading.....................................................................265
15.1 Origin of critical pragmatics ..................................... 265
15.2 “Critical” in critical pragmatics.................................. 268
15.3 Goal and orientations of CPA..................................... 269
15.4 Procedures of CPA...................................................... 270
In-Class Activities.....................................................................273
Exercises...................................................................................274
Recommended Readings...........................................................276

References.................................................................................. 277
Glossary....................................................................................... 286
Data Transcription Notations.......................................... 293

xii


