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1. XFiENE

e [A corpus is] a collection of naturally-occurring language text, chosen
to characterize a state or variety of a language.

The whole point of assembling a corpus is to gather data in quantity.
(Sinclair, 1991: 171, 1995: 21)

e A corpus is a body of texts assembled according to explicit design
criteria for a specific purpose.
(Atkins & Clear, 1992: 5)

e [A corpus is] a body of naturally-occurring (authentic) language data
which can be used as a basis for linguistic research.

In the past thirty-five years, the term corpus has been increasingly
applied to a body of language material which exists in electronic form,
and which may be processed by computers for various purposes.
(Leech, 1997: 1)

e [A corpus is] a collection of texts, especially if complete and self-
contained: the corpus of Anglo-Saxon verse.

e [A corpus is] a body of texts, utterances, or other specimens considered
more or less representative of a language, and usually stored as an
electronic database.

Currently, computer corpora may store many millions of running
words, whose features can be analysed by means of tagging (the

addition of identifying and classifying tags to words and other
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formations) and the use of concordancing programs. Corpus linguistics
studies data in any such corpus.

Bodies of natural language material (whole texts, samples from
texts, or sometimes just unconnected sentences), which are stored
in machine-readable form. Computer corpora are rarely haphazard
collections of textual material: they are generally assembled with
particular purposes in mind, and are often assumed to be (informally
speaking) representative of some language or text type.

(McArthur & McArthur, 1992)

2. XFENEESS

e Corpus linguistics is not an end in itself but is one source of evidence
for improving descriptions of the structure and use of languages, and
for various applications, including the processing of natural language
by machine and understanding how to learn or teach a language.
(Kennedy, 2000: 1)

e What, then, is a “corpus linguist”? T would like to think that it is a
linguist who tries to understand language, and behind language the
mind, by carefully observing extensive natural samples of it and then,
with insight and imagination, constructing plausible understandings
that encompass and explain those observations. Anyone who is not a
corpus linguist in this sense is, in my opinion, missing much that is
relevant to the linguistic enterprise.

(Chafe, 1992: 96)

BT R EIRWHR ST A AT B R R TR A TR A ER (I
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11 Introduction: the basics

Here we look at the basics of corpus linguistics, from what a corpus is to how to build
one. We outline the basic functions of corpus software, such as generating word frequency
lists and concordance lines of words and clusters (or chunks). We also try to give an idea of
the wide range of applications of a corpus to fields as diverse as forensic linguistics and lan-
guage teaching. Creating a corpus also brings up a number of issues, for example, whose
language it is representing. This is particularly the case in relation to corpora of English in
the context of native versus non-native speaker users of the language.

12 What is a corpus and how can we use it?

A [GOTPUSIS a collection of texts, written or spoken, which is stored on a computer. In
the past the term was more associated with a body of work, for example all of the writings of
one author. However, since the advent of computers large amounts of texts can be stored and
analysed using analytical software. Another feature of a corpus, as Biber, Conrad and Reppen
(1998) point out, is that it is a principled collection of texts available for qualitative and quan-
titative analysis. This definition is useful because it captures a number of important issues:

A corpus is a principled collection of texts

Any old collection of texts does not make a corpus. It must represent something and its
merits will often be judged on how representative it is. For example,if we decided to build a
corpus representing classroom discourse in the context of English Language Teaching (ELT),
how do we design it so as to best represent this? Would four hours of recordings from an inter-
mediate level class in a London language school suffice? Great care is usually taken at the

& 1-2 Adobe Acrobat {5 i RHE
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11 Introduction: the basics

Here we look at the basics of corpus linguistics, from what a corpus is to how to build
one. We outline the basic functions of corpus software, such as generating word frequency
lists and concordance lines of words and clusters (or chunks). We also try to give an idea of
the wide range of applications of a corpus to fields as diverse as forensic linguistics and lan-
guage teaching. Creating a corpus also brings up a number of issues, for example, whose
language it is representing. This is particularly the case in relation to corpora of English in
the context of native versus non-native speaker users of the language.

1.2 What is a corpus and how can we use it?

A COrpus is a collection of texts, written or spoken, which is stored on a computer. In
the past the term was more associated with a body of work, for example all of the writings of
one author. However, since the advent of computers large amounts of texts can be stored and
analysed using analytical software. Another feature of a corpus, as Biber, Conrad and Reppen
(1998) point out, is that it is a principled collection of texts available for qualitative and quan-
titative analysis. This definition is useful because it captures a number of important issues:

A corpus is a principled collection of texts

Any old collection of texts does not make a corpus. It must represent something and its
merits will often be judged on how representative it is. For example, if we decided to build a
corpus representing classroom discourse in the context of English Language Teaching (ELT),
how do we design it so as to best represent this? Would four hours of recordings from an inter-
mediate level class in a London language school suffice? Great care is usually taken at the
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1. Aijmer & Altenberg (1991: 1) %= K ZBIERIERIFEIE
[T]here has been a rapid development of corpus linguistics in the last
three decades. This development stems from two important events
which took place around 1960. One was Randolph Quirk’s launching
of the Survey of English Usage (SEU) with the aim of collecting
a large and stylistically varied corpus as the basis for a systematic
description of spoken and written English. The other was the advent
of computers which made it possible to store, scan and classify large
masses of material. The first machine-readable corpus was compiled by
Nelson Francis and Henry Kucera at Brown University in early 1960s.
It was soon followed by others, notably the Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen
(LOB) Corpus, which utilized the same format as the Brown Corpus
and made it possible to compare different varieties of English. In 1975
Jan Svartvik and his colleagues at Lund University undertook the
task of making the spoken part of SEU corpus available in machine-

readable form. The resulting [is] the London-Lund Corpus (LLC).

2. Renouf (2007: 28) XiEHIERRR 5 MR

e 1960s onwards: the one-million word (or less) Small Corpus
— standard
— general and specialized

— sampled

1 HEE: BRRPABIXFHEIHERE.
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— multi-modal, multi-dimensional
e 1980s onwards: the multi-million word Large Corpus

— general and specialized

— sampled

— multi-modal, multi-dimensional
e 1990s onwards: the Modern Diachronic Corpus

— dynamic, open-ended, chronological data flow
e 1998 onwards: the Web as corpus

— web text as source of linguistic information
e 2005 onwards:

— the Grid

— pathway to distrusted corpora

— consolidation of existing corpus types

3. McCarthy #1 O’Keeffe (2007:4-6) iRt EMMIEAREZIERIELRE

e The first computer-generated concordances had appeared in the late
1950s, using punched-card technology for storage.

e [Flrom as early as 1970, library and information scientists had
developed a keen interest in KEY Word In Context (KWIC)
concordances as a way of replacing catalogue indexing cards and of
automating subject analysis.

e [t was the revolution of hardware and software in the 1980s and 1990s
which really allowed corpus linguistics as we know it to emerge.

e [T]he seemingly unstoppable increases in desktop computing power in
the 1990s enable small team and individuals to take on quite ambitious
corpus projects. The parallel growth of the internet and fast download
speed meant that data and results could be transferred easily from
scholar to scholar.

e Technology also enabled the creation of multi-modal corpora, in which

various communicative modes (e.g. body-language, writing) could all
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be part of the corpus, all linked by simple technologies such as time-

stamping and all accessible at one go.
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Concordance | Concordance Plot I File View | Clusters | Collocates. | Word List | Keyword Lis1|

Hits | 0 |FieL0B ATXT]
ROL 1 **[001 TEXT RO1**]
EUNE 2 *<k ' XTSTOP ELECTING LIFE PEERS**'*?"
EUNE 3 *<*4By TREVOR WILLIAMS*>
no1 4 |"A *OMOVE to stop \OMr. Gaitskell from nominating any more Labour
A0L 5 life Peers is to be made at a meeting of Labour {0M P}s tomorrow.
A0L 6 |*\0Mr. Michael Foot has put down a resolution on the subject and
AOL 7 he is to be backed by \OMr. Will Griffiths, {0M P} for Manchester
EUNE 8 Exchange.
EUNE 9 | "Though they may gather some Left-wing support, a large majority
A0l 10 of Labour {(0M P}s are likely to turn down the Foot-Griffiths
A0l 11 resolution.
A0l 12 *<*T*'ABOLISH LORDS** "%
A0l 13 |“*0\OMr. Foot's line will be that as Labour {0M P}s opposed the
A01 14 Government Bill which brought life peers into existence, they should
A01 15 not now put forward nominees.
A01 16 |"He believes that the House of Lords should be abolished and that
01 17 Labour should not take any steps which would appear to *'"prop up**" an
A0l 18 out-dated institution.
A0l 19 |"Since 1958, 13 Labour life Peers and Peeresses have been created.
nni 20 1"Mnet Tahonr cantimant wanld <ti11 favanr tha ahalition af tha

1-5 RIRERERE

MLEHR S

Bl 1-5 72 100 Jy iRl 3 E i iERE (LOB, 1978) JrBr, M AO1
BEFORIERL “RAT K SORT 5, 10 A0L FTR TR R R 1 2R TR R
M —S k. AL ZJERIBT R AR % AT 5 5, s 147
FRXATTFE AL 56 247 i SCARMIARE s 56 3 47 R U R
MES AT IR R CARIESL, Horp | SFIREEI k. N Ak, &
&% (70, Johansson 4% , 1978: 12; {a[%¢F, 2004a: 141-143)

Concordance | Concordance Plot | File View | Clusters | Collocates | Word Lis1| Keyword List |

His | 0 [Fie LOBTH ATXT]
A0l 2 ~ %1 %1 stop VB electing VBG life NN peers NNS k' *kv
ROL 3 © by IN Trevor WP Williams NP .
AO1 4 (i a_AT move NN to_TO stop VE \(!MI_NPT Gaitskell WP from TN
AO1 4 nominating_VBG any DTI more AP labour NN
A0l 5 life NN peers_NNS is BEZ to TO be BE made VBN at IN a AT meeting NN
AOL 5 of IN labour NN \OMZE'siNETS tomorrow MR .
ROL 6 “ \0Mr_ NPT Michael NP Foot NP has_HVZ put_ VBN down RP a_ AT
AO1 6 resolution NN on_IN the ATT subject NN and CC
AO1 1 he_PPBB iS_BEZ tO_TO be_EE baCked_VHH by_IH \UMI‘_NPT Will_NP
A0l 7 Griffiths Wwp , , \OMP_NPT for TN Manchester NP
A0l 8 Exchange NP .
AOL 9 - though_C$ they PP3AS may MD gather VB some DTI left-wing_ JJB
9

AO1 support_NN , , a AT large JJ majority NN

A01 10 of TN labour NN \0MP57NETS are BER likely JJ to TO turn VB down_ RP
AO0L 10 the ATI Foot-Griffiths NP

A0L 11 resolution WN .

AOL 12 © *7_*' abolish VB Lords NPTS **' **1

A0l 13 (4] \OMI_NPT Foot's_HPS line WN will MD be BE that_CS as_CS labour_ HN

B 1-6 ZiAtEMERRIERE R R
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417, life NN A 4 d], peers NNS 54 ¥4 i (i W, Johansson, 1978:
10-13, 141-149; fa]Z+3F, 2004a: 143-150)
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- Hits || 0 |[File: LLC_01.TXT|
11 1 10 1 1 B 11 {{of "Spanish)} . graph\oloyyH 7
11 1 2011 A 11 “w=elllt . f
11 1 30114 11 {(if}} did “yfou _set _that# - 7
11 1 40118 11 “well IJ\oe and _T# 7
11 1 50 118 11 “set it betw\een _us# f
11 1 60 1 1 B 11 “actually !Joe 'set the :plaperyi f
11 1 70118 20 and *{(3 to 4 sylls))+ 7
11 1 80 1 1 A 11 *w=ell# . f
11 1 90114 11 "‘mf\ay* I _ask# 7
11 1 100 1 1 A& 11 “what goes !\into that paper njowh £
11 1 110 1 1 A 11 be“cause I 'have to adv=iseff . 7
11 1 120 1 1 & 21 {{a)) “couple of people who are !d\oing [dhi: @] £
11 1 130 1 1 B 11 well “what you :d\/jo# £
11 1 140 1 2 B 12 “is to - - “this is sort of be:tween the :tw\jfo of f
11 1 1401 1B 12 _ush /
11 1 150 1 1 B 11 “what *you* :d\/o# 7
11 1 160 2 1 B 23 is to “make sure that your 'own . !clandidate 7
11 1 170 1 1 A 11 * [ym]#* !
11 1 160 1 2(B 13 dis . *.% “that your . there's “something that your jf
11 1 160 1 1(B 13 :own candidate can :hifandle# - - £
11 1 180 2 1 B 21 ((T *won't)) 7
11 2 190 1 1 &a 11 *i i wieah#i v 7
Search Term |v Words [ Case | Regex
i” ‘ Advanced |

— 1

B 1-7 SESREIRERERKR

MLZEES |

I 1-7 52 50 7Rl A3 E E TR (LLC, 1980) AYTE - FTRS v BL.
PASE—AT 000, B 6 REPTHA R 20 5N AT R AT 55, FRRIRE
T B NUIEE RS, BIETEH ((of "Spanish)) R/ BUE S N 1 1 15
WA ARG, H AR ~Spanish 2R WiF A GEE— M7 Rh—
MERA) iRk EE (FRZIAREANSE —NEEEE) , FERSL R
TR EW, graph\ology# FR A4 M FEIRIAZ IR (BN %R IE A
HEER) , # S RZERALEIRE GRiziBEBET ) (L Svartvik &
Quirk, 1980: 893; fa]%-3F-, 2004a: 177-178) ,
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Concordance | Concordance Plot | File View | Clusters. | Collocates: | Word List | Keyword List

Hits 0 File:ST24
<ST 2> <SEX ?><Y ?> <SCH GDWYWMDXFSWYXX> <AGE ?> <WAY ?><DIC ?> <TYP 2>
Healthy Diet
What's a healthy diet? Many people can not answer this question exactly. But if
they want to be healthy, they should have a healthy diet at first. People should
have more cereal and grain, that's very helpful. According to a file of the
\American Health Research, cereals contain more vitamins, proteins, fibre & less
fat, sugar than any other foods of the world. They're the basicest [aj3,1-] food
in our life. Next, people should have more green vegetables & fruits[np5], they're
a part of a healthy diet. People should have fewer [wd3,1-] food which contains a
lot of fat, sugar, western diets are always quite unhealthy, we should ear
[wd7,1-]less.

1-8 ARG PMMEERERER

MLEEHE 5|

Bl 1-8 B/ ME T miRbri ) (i E: ) & i iHEDE (CLEC) )
(EEvrE. BEH, 2003) FrB, BATHIRFES < >Fo5ERT
BB S R R 22 ) B I B K <ST>, 5] <SEX>, A3l A
JLAE <Y>, FRPE~A1 <SCH>, 4% <AGE>, 2% il /F ik 2 B HfE
JC<WAY>, 27574 <DIC>, SCERRA (WHE L 2 AFH )
<TYP> 4546, IECHITTIES [ 1 WoAMmIRIEAARAD, 4N [aj3,1-] IR
AR e, [wd3,1-] WZE7R F3A) 05 TR A 5%, 1- 287 fi 12 T Rl AL
AR ET— A (PRATEI WAL PR, #7RE, 2003:3-8) .

concordance | concordance pot |FRUAM| cuustors | cotosstos | wora st | Reyaeoraiet |

Hits 0 Fil: sr07tb . tat

<New Senior English for China-TB1l by Liu Daoyi al. Beijing: People Educational Press
2007>

U-1 Friendship

[Warming Up]

[Are you good to your friends? Make the following survey. Add up your score and see how
many points you can get.]

[1 You want to see a very interesting film with your friend, but your friend can't go
until he/she finishes cleaning the bicycle.]You will

A. go without your friend.

B. help your friend clean the bicycle so you can leave early.

C. Plan to go another time.

[2 Your friend asks to borrow your favourite camera. When he/she borrowed it last time,
he/she broke it and you had to pay to get it repaired.]You will

A. say no.

B. let your friend borrow it without saying anything.

C. let your friend borrow it, but tell him/her that if the camera is broken again,

1-9 HEBMERERK
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<T> good morning. %

<55> good morning.Y

<T> all right. ok. s0 do you know what we are going to talk about today.}
< 55> earthgquake.l

+<T»> earthguake. yes. we are going to talk about earthguake=s. and ({1 =y¥11}}
terrible {{1 sy¥ll ))hare vou ever met an earthguake.}

<S5> mo.Yy

<T> {{s¥1lls))I-I wonder what's the meaning about earthguake. please.
ves.what's the meaning.?

<5> the earth is shaking.}

<T> oh the earth iz shaking. all right. =it down . it's a good answer. if
the earth the ground is shaking . what will happen. what will happen
yandun.?

<5> the the the building will shock shocking too.}

<T> ok. the building will shake too. and any result.}

<5> result . the the furniture in our home will shake too.}

<T> oh wes. Good. maybe maybe this table will be there.) {laugher)

<T> ok. hare you any..Y

<T> well.y

<S> many lives will be ({1 syl1l}}.%\

<T> many.Y

B 1-10 FBREHFBERERER

MRS |

P 1-10 J2 AR UM R 22 0 S0 e A [l A PR BR A B T TR TR R
R — P B SCPFA 06smscet12 2R ie AR 46 B v K22 A S0 B 1
2006 AESRA 12 T PGB IR S s <T>, <SS> Ml <S> 7053k
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<8T 2> «<5EX 99> <¥ §> <AGE 99> <WAY 1> <DIC 2> <TYP 2

Yesterday, XiaoDong and T was going to go to cinema. Xiao Dong
and T went to cinema by a bike, and it's forbided. When we
cross the rosd, a man and a woman shouted at us, "It's
fortunately to wait yvou." Xiao Dong and T was surprised, and
they tell us that they were caught by a policeman hefore half
an hour. The policeman asked them waiting there for caught

the person who was offender next. In the crossroads, they
waited for half an hour, Xiao Dong and I just was the

next offenders. So they said: "How, it must returnt to you

to caunght the next offenders."

Last Sunday, LilLi and I went to see a fiml, on the way to the
cinema, Something happened with us.We went to the cinema by
one bhike one with two man. There was a a man and a woman stood
the other side of the road, there was a red prag in that man's
han. When we arrived stood in the from of them, they smilded
to us and said: "It's your turn, my friends!" We didn't

understand what's they meaning. Than the man said: "you

nfFenderd the vnle nf the rnad ¥om will he nomiched tn =tand

B 111 ZFEREENERERE

MLEE TS|

P 111 L 4 P K9 S SR O T JR S B % 11
KRR —AFrBr, SCPEA O7mettxt 7 1997 4T 7R R % LKL
BT < > P75 18 g CLEC IRHRE 50, RRAR 9 FRfEH
A, SRR SISO A % T2 A .
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Concordances for %77 = 332 (1 to 332)

CENPEEMRET WA CRIRT , EWRIFEE SRS,
BAEBMEANET “GIR” 251, BFRET “Bis

T Bk “BIERST " —EKA R,

The Boss was a “Rightist” too, but from what he’d
told us I thought he had been wrongly labelled and
should have been called a “degenerate”.

REAMBEEHNE, CEMNMIPATIEER, EESZS
REI100ce, XRATRREIFER.

Although secretly ashamed, because there was some
truth in this criticism, the thought of that 100 cc

comforted me.

wARIMhEE, bEEZHREY ENEZ, BREK
FREAT b, REROHERM. HH—MEHHEANR
BERE LT RE.

Although I had found no carrots I still felt
content thinking of my superior status. I hurried
after the cart, proud to have won a moral victory.

B 1-12 REETERERR

1715

MLEEES |

B 1-12 J2 AR S “3E05" AR R IR IR et iR B, R
TPIRE S AR TR LT, SRR = A S A R e

&7 SRR A IR “thought” A “thinking of”, i3
AR IR E RS,

[T = i
WAF

[i&3h 1.3 id3F]

PA_E 7R 1/ \Rh A [R) ZE B TERL 2 AL S TR R Y oK I — A . 45 Fh
RAPTERVE RN T2 AR BB MY R E, TR E
RN T XTI ER, RN ERFGH S
AP FR T E TR SR LS IR B

[AE ]
RERER TIRRHEE 5 R 2 3 4 8 RHERHE JOB B 5

fAE ORI A JiE SR, X e 7 =R [l SCRR I 1277 3K, il LS/ L
R BIAFIRTEAR PERE L, FRNTXH TR 5 S, ANTR] I B0 A R A
KPR B ARSI 7RI HIAR . DUR LR AR 3 e ) UL
1) DU B 2 ) B RHERLE R SR, AR ? 2AA b
FER?

1 REAEBHUEFRELTHEFETIERE English-Chinese Parallel Concordancer,
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EREER - SRR FIGESHAE
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