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Learning objectives

After learning this unit,
you will be able to:

talk about natural disasters and damage
control

express agreement

identify the purposes

introduce a smart design by structuring

a descriptive speech



> R‘onunciation

Pronunciation skills

weather ...

Rising intonation in unfinished sentences
WHERFOT, B ANERRGTHRRT, AP KT TE, AL LA WSO
o APERIE (QUAE A R, W) —BEHTHE.

Up till nojvlv, about six countries are having this problem.

o« TEZFIEYIN, Hi LT 2T .

A A A
There are many natural disasters caused by global warming, such as hurricanes, huge floods, very cold

o TEFRRIESEN, AL — R T .

A
Do you want the paper cup or the glass bottle?

1 Listen and mark the rising intonation in the sentences with “_~".

Did the fire start naturally or was it caused by human activities?

Nobody knows at the moment, but it has been very hot there recently.

But anyway, people should be careful when they’re starting a fire in this hot,
dry weather.

Not only geological hazards, the climate is getting worse, too.

5 The series expresses serious worries from the eyes of Mother Nature, the

© YV 00 N o

Ocean, the Sky, and so on.

That way, even though the ground is shaking, the house stays still.
However, it is by no means an easy job.

Although the work is very challenging, it is still worth it.
Whenever there’s rain, it quickly overflows.

Countries are asked to cut their use of coal, oil and natural gas.

2 Work in pairs and take turns to read the sentences above to each other.
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> Listening to communicate

Conversation 1

‘] Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each of 0\

the questions. Word tips
1 According to the conversation, what does today’s news cover? disaster /d1'zazsta/ p, R
: R
A. A few stories about Africa. Ri®; R
B. A few stories about using fire. refugee /refju'dziz/ R
C. A few stories about natural disasters. by

D. A few stories about refugee camps.

\

2 What are the problems caused by the hot and dry weather accord-
ing to the conversation?
A. Fire and food shortage.
B. Illness and lack of water.
C. Fire and lack of water.

D. Building damage and food shortage.

3 According to the conversation, how many African countries need

help now?
A. 6. B. 8.
C. 16. D. 18.

2 Listen to the conversation again and decide whether the state-
ments are true (T) or false (F).

(] 14 huge forest fire in Australia has affected a big area of land.
|| 2 The woman is sure that the fire in Australia started naturally.
|| 3 Thehotand dry weather has caused lots of problems.

|| 4 China and several other countries have offered help to
African people.

UNIT 1 The power of nature 3



Word tips

geological hazard
/,d3ix9'lod31kl 'haezad/
MRERE

climate /'klaimot/ p, R
suffer /'safo/ y, (
T ) RE, S
I EE

Conversation 2

1

Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each of
the questions.

1 What are the speakers mainly talking about?
A. How to prevent pollution.
B. How to meet environmental standards.
C. Harms caused by climate change.

D. Environmental problems caused by humans.

2 What is the reason for climate change according to the speakers?
A. Human action. B. Natural change.

C. Natural disaster. D. Population growth.

3 What must be brought to people’s attention?
A. Our behavior cannot get us what we want.
B. Our behavior is good for future generations.
C. We should use whatever we need today.

D. We should stop using what future generations will need.

Listen to the conversation again and check (/) the expressions
you hear.

@ Exactly.

@ | totally agree with you.
@ I think so.

@ Definitely.

@ I’'m with you on that.
@ | can’t agree more.



Act-out

Work in pairs and act out the following conversation. C S Kill
You may use the expressions in the skill box or come ommunication skills

up with your own expressions. Expressing agreement
( )
o « Sure.
- Certainly.
A: Askif B likes the photographic exhibition you R
two are visiting. - Definitely.
B: Answer A’s question and ask about A's preference. - 1 think so.
A: Express your preference and ask about B's favorite . Good idea.
photo on display. - | (totally / completely) agree (with you).
B: Tell A which is your favorite photo and why you + I'm with you on that.
like it the most. - | can’t/ couldn’t agree more.
A: Agree with B’s opinion about the photo. /
B: Ask about A’s favorite photo on display.
A: Tell B which one you like the most and why you
like it.
B: Agree with A’s opinion and ask how A under-
stands the theme of the exhibition.
A: Express your understanding of the theme and
ask about B’s understanding.
B: Agree with A's understanding and further explain
your understanding.
kA: Agree with B's understanding.
UNIT 1 The power of nature 5
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> Listening to explore

Word tips

line n. &3

Listen to the news report and choose the best answer to each of
the questions.

1 What is Nature Is Speaking?
A. A series of short films on environmental protection.
B. A series of short films on animal protection.
C. A series of TV programs on environmental protection.

D. A series of TV programs on animal protection.

2 What do the lines mentioned in the news report mean?
A. Humans need nature.
B. Nature needs humans.
C. Nature and humans need each other.

D. Nature and humans don’t need each other.

3 What is the goal for producing Nature Is Speaking?
A. To raise money.
B. To connect with China.
C. To help Chinese people protect nature.

D. To change people’s attitudes toward nature.

Listen to the news report again and decide whether the statements
are true (T) or false (F).

L[] 1 Some Chinese actors have lent their voices to Nature Is

Speaking for free.

| 2 The series expresses serious worries about the way humans are
treating the planet.

|| 3 'Thelines are difficult so you need to think hard to understand

them.

|| 4 The Chinese version of the series is produced to influence

Chinese people.



‘] Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of
the questions.

1 With the air-bag technology, what will happen to your house Word ti ps

during an earthquake? destroy /d'stror/ y, gasr. s
A. Tt will be filled up with air bags. X e o
B. It will be covered by an air bag.

C. It will be pushed aside by an air bag. \

D. It will be lifted off the ground by an air bag.

2 What does the passage say about this air-bag technology?
A. Ttisa designed to reduce the impact of earthquakes.
B. It is an imagination of scientists and engineers.
C. It would never be put into use in real life.

D. It cannot bring comfort to people.

3 What can smart designs and technologies do?
A. They can reduce the impacts of natural disasters.
B. They can reduce occurrences of natural disasters.
C. They can stop natural disasters from happening.

D. They can free people from the effect of natural disasters.

2 Listen to the passage again and decide whether the
statements are true (T) or false (F).

|| 1 The air-bag technology is designed to protect you and your

house during an earthquake.

| | 2 With this technology, when the ground is shaking, the
house stays still.

|| 3 The air-bag technology is very challenging but still worth it.

|| 4 With the help of smart designs and technologies, there is a
way to stop earthquakes.

UNIT 1 The power of nature 7
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Word tips

remembrance /rr'membrong/
n.iciz; Ez

graphic design /'grafik
dr'zain/ FEIR T

Listening skills

Listening for purposes

WA e b 2R H BRI DN T R AR Gk . A, TR
T2 B —Le R H B Ak, B, AR Itis designed to ... | ...
so that ... &)k FH] “Remembrance of Climate Futures” it H 8.
IeAh, A TEEE R R B ERINIE T LR flm, KRS, JhE
G RRH BT BIBA A 2R, B T The idea is that ... [
ik

T ARXFER AT DR, Wkt B R DR ZE e —,
TEHAZRARIN T m &, JHEEWTRES A LL EAIER I, LI
H B PREH 1, PUNXKEEE 5 R F I ERT R 5N AA B T34 il
TEARME R, IR E A

Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the
questions.

1 What kind of project is “Remembrance of Climate Futures”?
A. TItis a science project. B. Itisa public art project.

C. Itisan education project. D. Itis a city planning project.

2 What is the purpose of the project?
A. To find possible reasons for climate change.
B. To support the scientific research of climate change.
C. To collect photos about climate change from the public.

D. To draw public attention to the possible results of climate change.

3 What do we know about the events described on the signs?
A. Most of them are happening now.
B. Most of them are impossible to happen.
C. Many of them haven’t happened yet.
D. Many of them have happened already.




2

Listening to the passage again and fill in the blanks in the notes with what

you hear.
Remembrance of Climate Change

Background:
« People seem unmoved by climate change and cannot see howitwill1) ~ them.
« 'Thisprojectis2) by a professor at Northeastern University and his team.
Action:
The team put signs in localareas3) _ people could easily see them.
Details about the signs:

« The messages on the signs were written from the perspective of somebody from the
4) looking back.

« The5)_ isthat people are offered a second chance to save their future by
returning to the present to take action.

o [Itdescribeseventslike6)  sealevels and talks about planting trees to 7)
the effect of heat in the city.



> Sharing your ideas

Introduce a smart design

Work in groups and introduce a smart design.

_________

_______________________ > e e e e e e mm -4
Think about some smart designs Search for information about its appearance,
that have brought convenience functions, features, innovations and limitations.
to you, such as those helping you Discuss the purpose of the design. You may think
do your housework. Then, decide about the following questions:
on which of them you want to « What problem in our life inspired the design?
introduce. « What are the causes and consequences of this

problem?
+ How does the design deal with the problem?

10



Outline your presentation.

+ the name of the design

« the problem it is designed to deal with

« how it works and solves the problem

- innovations and limitations of the design
« its future prospects

Choose a group member to introduce the
smart design to the class. Flow charts or
diagrams may be used in your slides to
help explain how it works.

Presentation skills

Structuring a descriptive speech

TERSARAYER) LT RRI, AT GBI — e B 45
FERTRORT AN IR N5 58, RIKTEMT. E5E,
FA S P — PR TE S B H % Gl A T o K,
FATERREA R ERL, DA T4 1
WoAATRR L, SRR | 2RISR B T R SL
AL, BA AT IR /R IR 64 | B2 HHA
SN E ARG, ROk ), A
XA B B T A
TEAHTTHE S, B TH e R A X RER AR I A
HEBEATZRE, BIOA AR AR B4 34 SEBn ),
T 7RI ENHHBOTHIZ )G, BATTHEN
DIRE. HFAE. QUFTE. RIRVESMEE, BE—PAgix
BEHASR AT SEBRIn ) . fefe, FRATEEEAE
THHETE R, FFRBEHARI &SRR .

UNIT 1 The power of nature 11



> Vi@wing toknow

Word tips

urbanize /'3tba,narz/ V. {5
mit
discharge /dis'tfa:dz/ \, (f)
A (1) Hedy
shaft /fa:ft/ [
duct /dakt/ p, =i

space shuttle /'[atl/ p, gy %
XL

diameter /dar'&mito/ n (g
B) B2

shield /fi:1d/ machine n. g
ik

Statue of Liberty /'staetfuz
av 'libati/ Bl s

Indonesia /,mdso'ni:fe/
EE R

Pre-viewing

Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 What damages may floods cause?

2 What do you think people should do to protect themselves when

facing floods?

While-viewing

‘| Watch the video clip and match the statements with the pictures.

When river water goes above a certain level,
it starts coming in through ducts.

Finally, the water that flows in is slowed by this

big tank, which controls the amount of water
before it is discharged into a big river.

The water in the shafts then flows to the
underground tunnel.

12




2 Watch the video clip again and fill in the blanks with what you hear.

1 This is the metropolitan outer area underground discharge channel, a facility
builtasaflood  measure.

2 And from long ago, when there’sheavy | the river floods, causing
problems for local people.

3 To address such issues, the water collected is madeto  its course to a
bigger river before flooding occurs.

4 Comparing the situation before and after this facility was built, flood damages
have been reduced to about a

5 With its introduction in Indonesia, this technology is startingtoaidin

flood control efforts.

Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Flood is also one of the most serious natural disasters in China. What have we done to
reduce the flood damage? Name one flood control measure in China and try to explain
how it works.

2 How can China’s flood control measures help global flood control?

UNIT 1 The power of nature 13



> Further listening

Conversation

Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each of the
questions.

Word tips

) 1 Whatkind of film is The Day After Tomorrow?
hurricane / 'harikon/ n. RER,

escape /i'sk A. Romance. B. Detective.
ape TISkeIp/ v. gk, C. Di D. Hi
Bt (f55) . Disaster. . History.
rage /reids/ n, g4z, yr4m 2 Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a result of global warming?
'a ouse //9 vzl v g A. Hurricanes. B. Sand storms.
Ignore /1g'no;/ . o3
903 v, BRg; 72, C. Huge floods. D. Very cold weather.

TR

3 What does the film remind us to do?

A. We should prevent natural disasters.
B. We should protect our planet.
C. We should be careful with global warming.

D. We should be brave when facing disasters.

Listen to the news report and choose the best answer to each of the
questions.

Word tips

1 What is the scientists’ warning?

€mergency /I'ma:ds(a)nsi/ A. The Earth is facing “Climate Emergency.”
n. ZRfER; mgmpy B. The energy is in short supply.
natural gas /'naetf(o)rol C. The forest is in danger of a big fire.

ge&s/ n, ok
diet /'darot/ p, BY; the

D. The animals have no food.

2 Which of the following is NOT mentioned in protecting the Earth?

A. Use energy more wisely.

B. Move toward a plant-based diet.
C. Believe in a better future.
D. React quickly to the warning.

14



Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions.

O—\
1 Who started the basis for weather prediction? WOfd flpS

A. The ancient Greeks.

B. Renaissance scientists. forecast /'forkazst/ p,
C. People in the 17th century. HM; T
observation /pbza'ver n/

D. People in the 18th century. .
n. J22; S

2 What invention made the scientific study of weather possible? in advance /,0d'vans/
A. A tool to measure temperature. F5E; Mok
B. Atool to measure air pressure.
C. A computer program. Renaissance /I‘I'neIS;l;) .............
D. A scientific model. (ERM 14 25 17 11420
XZEx¢ (rp)

3 What does the speaker think of weather prediction?

A. Ttis a perfect science. \

It is an impossible thing.

B.
C. It will give us wrong forecasts. \
D.

It will be able to do more for us. CU,th € notes

the Scientific Revolution

MZEH, ?Siﬂiifﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂﬁ&*@ £
EFEME 1 16—17 42,

\
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Mimcle m Above & Beyond

Don't they know that there’s something going on?

What they're 1) with their indecision

And who will be |eft standing when I'm gone?
There'll be nothing left but a vision

And it’s too easytoturna2) eye to the

light
It's too easy to bow your head and pray
But there are some times
When you should try to find your 3)
This is one voice that you must find today

Are you hoping for a miracle
As the ice caps melt away?

No use hoping for a miracle

There’s a 4) we'll have to pay

Don't they know that there’s 5)
do

To be sure of tomorrow’s tomorrow

they can

isteningftolappreciate

ill in the blanks with what you hear.

And too late is too |ate for me and you
No more time left for you to 6)

And it’s too €asy to turn a blind eye to the light
It’s too easy to bow your head and pray
But there are some times

When you should try to find your voice

This is one voice that you must find today

Are you hoping for a miracle
As the ice caps melt away?
No use hoping for a miracle
There’s a price we'|| have to pay
Are you hoping for a miracle?
Are you hoping for a miracle?
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