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Listening Skills Critical ?hinking
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Viewing Listening 1 Listening 1 Identifying appeals to
Why should we Listening to interpret | nature p10
care about the The history of idioms p7
ocean? p4 surfing p6

Listening 2 Listening 2

Listening for hypothe-

Ocean problems p8 ses and estimates p9
Viewing Listening 1 Listening 1 Identifying problems
Space Listening to detect in visuals p28
exploration: The spread of English | and repair lapses in
beyond the sky, p24 understanding p25
back to the Earth
p22 Listening 2 Listening 2

Listening to follow

Mapping the world mathematical or

p26 scientific problems

p27

Viewing Listening 1 Listening 1 Identifying loaded
Memory p40 Listening and questions p46

Conducting street taking notes

interviews p42

Listening 2

Asking the right

questions p44

concurrently p43

Listening 2
Listening to

follow stages of
argumentation p45




Critical thinking

Viewing

Unto the boundless
ocean: challenges and
opportunities pi12

Understanding China’s policy
of building a strong maritime
nation pi12

Academic communication

Talking about how
things developed p16

Giving a presentation
on ways to address
ocean problems p18

Viewing
Navigating the world
through BeiDou p30

Understanding China’s efforts and
achievements in developing the
navigation satellite system p30

Using visual data
p34

Presenting visual data
to explain the results
of a survey on public
transportation in a
city p36

Viewing
How different cultures
understand time p48

Understanding how cultural traits
would influence people’s attitudes
toward time p48

Conducting successful
interviews p52

Conducting an
interview on student
behavior p54

Xv
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Critical thinking

Academic communication

Viewing
Change and
permanence p66

Understanding how Chinese
people face change and
adversity p66

Giving group
presentations p70

Giving a group
presentation about
proposed solutions
for dealing with
change p72

Viewing
Energy: then and now
p84

Understanding the history of
energy development and China’s
achievements in this field

p84

Exchanging opinions
in a discussion p8s

Debating whether fire
does more harm than
good p90

Viewing
All under heaven are
one family p102

Understanding the notion of
“harmony but not uniformity” and
its contemporary practice p102

Conducting formal
debates p106

Debating the motion:
Conflict between
cultural groups is
inevitable and natural
p108

Xvii



Unit

What is the biggest challenge you've

ever encountered? What did you do to
overcome it? Just as our personal life is full
of challenges, the world is also facing all
sorts of challenges that are threatening
the entire humanity. What should we do to
cope with these challenges, big or small?
Let’s explore the topic together.

Learning objectives

« learn about the history of surfing

- understand ocean problems in the world

« learn about how China copes with ocean
problems and develops its marine power

Listening skill
« listen to interpret idioms
« listen for hypotheses and estimates

Critical thinking skill
- identify appeals to nature

Speaking skill
- talk about how things developed

deliver a presentation on ways to address ocean
problems

e
tﬁ;—"é
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A scuba diver’s encounter with a whale



UNIT 1 Challenge | Warming up

Warming
up

Humans rely on the ocean for various natural resources. But the
ocean can also bring harm to humans as it is not always tranquil. List
the benefits and harm of the ocean and work in pairs to discuss them.

Beng‘?’ts FHarm

2 © Watch the video about the ocean and complete the notes on the

You can watch the right page with the information below.
video on Ucampus.

s ‘/\
(4)
< <

) the Asia-Pacific region }
s

,[: \3 7S
6 850/ y (1) 1 3 3 (8) 71°/
oﬁ/ J / 3 ) @7 od/

E3 © Watch the video again and then answer the following questions.
1 Of all the facts in the video, which surprises you most? Why?
2 How should we cope with the challenges mentioned in the video?



_A(ademi(listening Critical thinking | Academic communication | Unit review

»
Why should we care about the ocean?

Basics about the ocean

« Covering about of the Earth’s surface ol
« The most prominent feature on the planet
Benefits of the ocean

Ecology
+ Moderating the : absorbing, circulating and

releasing heat
« Serving as the Earth’s : absorbing CO, and

releasing O,
Socioeconomic well-being
« Fisheries & aquaculture: supplying of the global

consumption of animal protein
» Source of energy: about of global oil & gas
extracted offshore

» Means of transportation: about 90% of global cargo moving by

« Recreational functlon.
_— ﬂv
-_ SO t/

Challenges brought by the ocean .‘
« Disasters: tsunamis, hurricanes & typhoons
« Causes of disasters: intense wave movements, underwater

earthquakes and atmospheric activities at sea

« Affected areas: coastal & inland areas, especially

Words and expressions

respiratory /ri'spirat(a)ri/ adj.
5RREXE; SHEXH

socioeconomic
/,sausioueka npmik/ adj.
HEEFH

fishery /'fifori/ n. i&3%

aquaculture /'@kwokaltfo/ n.
Ki=5e5E (k)

offshore / pf'fo:/ adj. 8 LK); &
I[:3: 5 Hbiwi=1: 0]

cargo /'ka:gou/ n. ( MRS KHL3ES
B) 8

marine /mo'rimn/ adj. #E#H; &
AV, B, BER

GDP (gross domestic product) n.
ERE=SE

oceanic /aufi'enik/ adj. &¥H,
KB



UNIT 1 Challenge Academic listening

Academic

listening

LISTENING 1 The history of surfing

Before you listen

Learn about the words to better understand the audio.
F3 Predict the content of the audio.

Global listening

Practice listening for main ideas.

Close listening

Practice listening for details.
activities

Answer the following questions according to what you have heard.

1 What did Tahitians think of surfing, as a sport or something more
than that?

2 According to Jen, what attractions does a dangerous sport like
surfing have?




Academic listening skill

ONLINE
activities

Listening to interpret idioms ®

Idioms are fixed expressions that use images
and metaphors to describe things. They can be
difficult for foreign language learners because
the connections between images and ideas
may not be immediately obvious. Idioms in the
learner’s own language may involve different
ideas and images. However, despite these
differences, it is often possible to deduce the
meaning of an idiom.

Here are some tips for you:

+ Think about the context the idiom is used in.

+ Consider the literal meanings of the words in
the idiom.

- Look for its connections and relationships
with the context.

They must have had nerves of steel, given the size
of the waves and the design of the boards, which
were actually made to be difficult to maneuver.

The expression nerves of steel is an idiom. The
phrases the size of the waves and the design of
the boards provide the contextual information
and indicate that the idiom is related to surfing,
a dangerous sport. Steel is a kind of strong
metal. So nerves of steel indicates the courage
and boldness of the surfers.

Being able to recognize the meanings of idioms
will help you understand what the speaker
intends to convey.

1

Practice listening for idioms.

“Oral practice

ONLINE
activities

1 Learn to use the words and expressions about surfing.

2 Practice conducting short conversations about making comments

and answering questions.




UNIT 1 Challenge Academic listening

LISTENING 2 Ocean problems
Before you listen

Learn about the words to better understand the audio.

Global listening

Practice listening for main ideas.

Close listening

Practice listening for details.
activities

F=1 Answer the following questions according to what you have heard.
1 What are the possible solutions to the overfishing problem

mentioned in the lecture?
2 What are the causes of coral bleaching?

=1 Work in pairs to discuss the following question.

Coral bleaching is the second ocean problem discussed in the lecture.
At the end of it the professor asked “... as marine ecological engineers,
how can we address this situation?” If you were one of the marine
ecological engineers, how would you answer this question?




Academic listening skill

Listening for hypotheses and estimates ®

Hypotheses available or result from research studies.
Speakers often present facts and statistics However, it is often possible to make an
about a situation, and then make a hypothesis estimate based on available information.
to provide a possible explanation for this Speakers may present estimates from experts,
situation. The more supporting information or estimates they make themselves. The use
and / or agreement among experts, often of the following words, expressions and / or
the stronger the hypothesis. Here are some sentence patterns may give you a clue:
signposts for identifying hypotheses: « about/around/almost/nearly / roughly /
be thought to be / be likely to be / might be / approximately / presumably
It seems to be ... /It’s possible that ... « more orless / close to/or so / not far off/ in the

region of /in the neighborhood of
Estimates - Togiveyouanideaof..., ... was estimated/ It
Exact research statistics may not always be was estimated that ...

p

© Watch the mini-lecture about the listening skill.
E3 Practice listening for hypotheses and estimates.

Oral practice

Learn to use the words and expressions about ocean problems.

E3 Practice using transitional language.




UNIT 1 Challenge Critical thinking

GETTING THE SKILL

Identifying appeals to nature ®

An argument that suggests something is good because it is “natural”
is an appeal to nature. For example,

Fishing is a natural way for humans to get food. Therefore, it cannot be
seen as a problem.

The problem with this type of argument arises from the assumption
that everything natural is good. This assumption can be seen as
either meaningless or a matter of opinion; it is not the basis of a
logical argument. The word natural can also intend to make you
associate it with words such as normal. This association has a value
judgment—normal is right, good, and correct.

The opposite form of the argument is also used, i.e. if something is
not natural, it is bad. For example,

Controlling the types of fish caught is not a natural process, so it
shouldn’t be done.

4

Read the extracts from The history of surfing and Ocean problems.

Identify the appeals to nature.

1 My family worry at times, and one of my friends says I'm crazy to take
the risks | do. But | say it feels so natural for us surfers to do it—so it
would be wrong notto doiit ... right?

2 But aren't surfboards that are made of wood better? They're more
natural. That's how people have always done it, according to Oliwa,
right?

3 The previously unspoiled coral rejects the algae that it contains and
on which it depends for approximately 90% of its energy. Again, there
are those who will say that it’s a natural phenomenon, that change is

a part of nature, and therefore we shouldn’t worry about it ...




Academic communication | Unit review

3 © Listen to the extracts. Identify the appeals to nature and the
counterarguments presented.

Appea[s to nature Countemrguments
1 1
2 2
3 3

Work in groups to discuss the following questions.
What common appeals to nature are you aware of in the following
statements? What are your counterarguments?

Statements Counterarguments

Our product is a better
choice because it is free
of chemical substances.
Nature knows best.

You should always
follow your instincts
when making major
decisions. Your natural
feelings will protect you.




Challenge

You can watch the
video on Ucampus.

bounty /'baunti/ n. (&Y. UE
) FE, E-
crumble /'kramb(a)l/ v. T55,

TR
BRIm

depletion /di'pli:f(a)n/ n. &>,

RFE

degradation /,degra'deif(a)n/ n.

’BIE, TAL

biodiversity / baroudar'vaisoti/

n. Y S

moratorium / mora'toiriom/ n.
(BEANEIUENN ) i

hairtail fish n. &

high seas n. 38

conduit /'kondjust/ n. Ri, BE

traverse /'trevsis/ v. (fml.) 33,

Fid

submersible /sob'ms:sab()l/ n.

AR, HKHE

share weal /wi:l/ and woe /wau/

wiESH

Ministry of Ecology and
Environment 4 75HIEEE

Bohai Bay #i&&

Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs Rt R+HER

Yellow Sea &35

East China Sea %38

South China Sea &8

Atlantic Ocean K#5:¥

the Maritime /'marataim/ Silk
Road 8 L 42 5%

Zheng He #B#1 (1371 - 1433,
BARMER. IRR)

Persian /'p3:f(o)n/ Gulf g S

Red Sea 413

Mariana Trench / maerr'amno
trentf/ ZETHEA

Critical thinking

A CROSS-CULTURAL VIEW

The ocean is our planet’s life support system. We rely on the ocean

for food, transportation and a hospitable environment. But now

the ocean is in crisis. Issues such as pollution and overfishing are

threatening the ocean and need to be addressed. You’ll watch a

video about how China copes with these issues and utilizes ocean

resources sustainably, and how China endeavors to develop its

marine power.

true and F for false.

Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Tick T for

(1 Human activities are causing damages to oceans, which in
turn affects the existence and development of humanity. Q)
(2) Forty-four key monitored bays along China’s vast coastline
were damaged by human activities. Q)
(3 China plans to achieve the goal of building the “Beautiful
Bay” by 2050. Q)
(4) The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs first introduced
the annual ban in 1995, which covered the Bohai Sea, the Q)
Yellow Sea and the South China Sea.
(5) China sacrificed its economic growth to restore and protect
the marine ecology. (F D)
(6) China's earliest voyage route to foreign countries began to
form in the Ming Dynasty. (F 1)
(?) The first Chinese maritime explorer Zheng He led seven
expeditions in the Yongle reign period of the Ming Dynasty. | @ )
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E3 © Watch the video again. Work in groups to discuss the following
questions.
1 What are the ocean problems mentioned in the video?
2 What actions did China take to cope with the challenges?
3 How do you understand the sentence “The ocean is the point at
which the planet, people, and prosperity come together”?

E3 If you were to present the history of China’s manned submersibles to
foreign friends, what would you say? Work in groups and prepare the
presentation based on the graph. Follow the steps below.

7103, China's first manned
submersible was developed. It could
descend about 300 meters.

China’s first deep-sea manned
submersible Jiaolong descended
3,759 meters in its expedition.

Jiaolong set a new record of
7,062 meters in the Mariana Trench.

o Fendouzhe descended 10,909
10,909 m [f} el - meters, breaking the record set by

(oW Jiaolong.

Read the information in the graph. Do some research
on these submersibles.

Select the events that you want to include in your
presentation and do more research on them.

ﬁ Give your presentation to the class.
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Academic
communication

In academic settings, we sometimes need to this kind of presentation is organized. Then
explain how things developed, for example, you will watch a mini-lecture and learn some
introducing a history, or describing the speaking skills that you can use in similar
procedures. This often involves complex scenarios. After that, you will do some tasks
ordering of past events and the use of to foster these skills. In the end, you will be
transitional language. given a speaking task: Give a presentation
on ways to address ocean problems. The
In this part, we'll learn to talk about the skills you acquire in this section will help you

development of things. First you will read deliver the presentation smoothly.

an extract from a presentation to see how

SPEAKING MODEL

Read the extract from a presentation and then answer the following
questions.

EEE 1 Many of us take for granted the supply of hot water streaming
l:l from our taps, but this luxury is recent. The 19th century saw the
invention of the first domestic water heater, making hot water

more easily accessible. In the early days, only those with money
benefited, though not safely, | might add, due to the dangerous
0 construction of these early heaters. Before that, various systems
for heating water had been used since Roman times, but each
had a downside. Let’s take a look, starting with the Romans.

EEE 2 This image shows how the Romans built settlements around
|__,_I:| hot water springs, channeling nature’s heated water into their
bathhouses. This wonderful system predated the common use

of fuel, but, while the rich and powerful could relax immersed in
this natural source, the more disadvantaged in society remained

without hot water.




UE UE UE

LIE

Moving to the post-Roman era, the practice of burning fuel

to heat water over a fire was used for centuries at all levels of
society. At the same time, fires were often kept going all day
inside houses with poor ventilation (& ), making hot water’s
availability a dirty, dangerous task.

It is this next invention that creates our seemingly endless
supply of hot water on demand. The modern domestic gas or
electric water heater can supply hot water with the simple flick
of a switch. However, as we shall see, the ease of access will
point to environmental issues because the water heater runs on
gas or electricity. Let’s take a look at the numbers.

In the UK, it is estimated that 10% of the total amount of

water use is in the domestic domain. Though this is small in
comparison to 70% for agriculture and 20% for industry, it is by
no means insignificant. It is not only the amount of residential
water use that is at issue.

It is estimated that as much as 25% of the cost of the domestic
energy bill in the UK comes from heating water. Our wonderful
water heaters that operate day and night require a heavy usage
of energy. If this energy is not environmentally friendly, as is in
the case now, hot water is a burden on the environment. In the
UK, water heaters account for 5% of the country’s greenhouse
gas emissions.

So, what can individuals do to help alleviate these issues?

1 What are the major phases of the development of hot water supply?

2 What language does the speaker use when introducing estimates?

3 How can you reduce your water consumption?
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Academic communication

SPEAKING SKILL

Talking about how things developed ®

Complex ordering of past events

In higher-level texts, the description of an
event or period of time may not follow the
chronological order. The description may move
backwards and forwards in time, and often
requires precise use of a combination of tenses
and linkers. For example,

The activity certainly predates that first glimpse
foreigners had of it—Tahitians had been surfing
for centuries. It had been a part of ancient
Polynesian culture.

Simultaneous events and interruptions may also
be included. For example,

Anyway, in Cornwall, whenever | could, I'd borrow
a board and have a go. At about that time | heard
about Margo Oberg ...

Transitions in presentations
Transitions between main points can help
the audience to follow your ideas. In a

presentation, as you move from one visual to

another, transitions linking the sections help

the audience engage and also anticipate the
upcoming material. For example,

- ... often catastrophically in both cases. Let me
give you an example, on this next slide. As you
can see, it concerns ...

« ... as the majority of studies show. However,
as we will see, things have changed. This chart
shows ...

« ... concerning this issue. But what did the studies
reveal? Well, as the chart clearly shows ...

Other expressions and sentence patterns to

indicate a transition of ideas:

« Let's begin by ...

« That’s all | have to say about ... Next, I'll talk
about...

« Now we’llmoveonto ...

Let’s consider this in more detail ...

» What happened next? Now, let’s have a look at ...

Mini-lecture

© Watch the mini-lecture about the speaking skill.

ONLINE
activities

Oral practice

Learn to use the words and expressions about the supply of hot water.
E Practice using transitions between sections in a presentation.

Role-play the speaking model of talking about how things developed.




Skill enhancement

Look at the presentation slides about using water efficiently by

reducing, reusing and recycling. Work in groups to discuss what we can
do in our daily life. Then present your ideas to the class.

Slide educe
e RelJj

§

Let’s begin by ...

Reuse

That's all | have to say about ... Next, I'll talk
about ...

Now we'll moveonto ...
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SPEAKING TASK

Give a presentation on ways to address ocean problems.

1118 Brainstorm
1 Review Ocean problems and the speaking skill. Then

work in groups to do the following.

« Choose a topic related to ocean problems, for example,
pollution, depletion of marine life, sea level rising, or
other topics you are interested in.

+ Identify the ocean problems within the chosen topic
and analyze them.

+ Research the actions taken to solve the problems and
their outcomes.

+ Think about what else can be done to address these
problem:s.

Make a note here:

Your chosen topic:

Ocean problems: Ways to cope with the problems:
1 1
2 2
3 3

18



Unit review

Unit
Plan >
Review and organize your notes. Then plan your r ev I e w

presentation. Include an explanation of a historical
aspect of the subject. Plan to use visuals and transitions
between the main points.

Speak

Practice your presentation. Try to answer the following

questions in your presentation. Speak for two minutes.

« What are the causes of the problems?

» What actions have been taken to solve these problems?
What are the outcomes?

+ What else can be done?

Share

Present it to the class.

Reflect

Review your presentation and think about the following

questions:

1 Did | describe the problems clearly?

2 Did | describe the past actions and their outcomes
clearly?

3 Did | use transitional language to indicate shifts
between sections?

You have completed this unit. Congratulations! Now
you may go to the online course to check if you have
achieved the learning objectives of this unit and review
what you've learned.






