The true value
of education

UNIT

Unit overview

“real world.” According to h olleges allow students to quit when confronting difficulties, to defend

errors rather than learning from , and to settle for mediocrity. In contrast, I[da Timothee, a student,
offers a more positive perspective on the role of college education in the development of students. She
points out that colleges do help prepare students for the real world by helping them develop important

skills and qualities such as independence, tolerance, and a sense of responsibility.

The author of the passage in Reading 2 tells a story about an interesting professor and an
unforgettable college final exam. What is of particular interest is how the author managed to come
up with her own answer to the problem the professor presented to the class in the final exam. After
learning that the problem was taken directly from the textbook, she felt somewhat embarrassed for
not following the professor’s instructions, but she did feel proud of having worked out the problem
on her own. She also expresses her gratitude toward the professor for trying to push students to think.

By painting college education in both broad and narrow strokes, the passages shed light on the true
value of education and how college students can make good use of their college years and achieve
all-around development.
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Reading 1

Scripts

Every year as summer approaches, important people flock to American colleges to give
graduates their two cents about life, work, and everything else. The commencement
speech has become its own advice-filled genre. But when did there appear so many
seasonal advice-givers?

It remains unclear which university started the trend of getting celebrities to speak

at graduations, but over the past three or four de
considerably.

Notable politicians have been part of graduati nomies since the very earliest ones:

Even so, those early commencement speakers tended to be from the university in

question or statesmen of some sort, not cultural figures. Over time, however, artists and
businessmen began to creep in among the academics. By the 2000s, the school featured
speakers with more celebrity backgrounds, about as often as world leaders and academics.

One reason why it may seem like there are more commencement speeches than ever is
numbers: Some individuals are sought after every year, and it has become normal for
presidents to give multiple speeches each year. And sure, recent speeches are easier to
find and more likely to be relevant to our lives today. But that also reflects something
deeper: changes in which jobs are considered important, whose advice is considered
valuable, where we find counsel and whom we most admire.
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Reference answers

Listen for information

1. TItis advice-filled.

Philosophic questions.

Because oratory was one of the central skills students learned in universities.

Academics and statesmen.

vk wDN

Because some speakers are invited to talk every year, and some give multiple speeches

a year.

Listen and discuss

1. Idon’t particularly want big names such as famous athletes, busipés

such as how to achieve my caree i at [ will be thinking about as

a graduating student. Therefo hould share a realistic story about

Teaching tips

T can have Ss nominate commencement speakers of their choice and then have
the class vote for the top three speakers.
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Reading passage

Background information

Jacob Neusner (1932-2016), author of “The commencement speech you’ll never hear,”

was one of the most prolific and influential 20th-century scholars of American Judaism.

He was also one of the most published authors in history, having written or edited more

than 900 books. “The commencement speech you’ll never hear” was published as an

essay in Brown University’s campus newspaper, The Brown Daily Herald.

Language points

1.

But starting now, in the world to which#emgo, failure marks you. (Para. 1,

First passage)

mark: v.

1) make a mark on sth. in a way arance or damages it, or become
spoiled in this way ( 7#

e.g. As we walked, we d to a stone-paved road, wet and dirty and

on sth. so that
- LTS

leave: vt. if an event, accident, illness, etc. leaves you in a particular condition, you
are in that condition because of it @ i, 4 T (FFEHR)

e.g. An explosion at the chemical plant has left one worker dead and four injured.

. With us you could argue about why errors were not errors, why mediocre

work really was excellent, why you could take pride in routine and slipshod
presentations. (Para. 2, First passage)

routine: a.

1) ordinary and boring —ff9; “FHRAT; Z KA

€.g. He does not like routine tasks such as washing-up.

2) happening as a normal part of a job or process # LA FIATHY; HHE Y
e.q. The best advice is to send your machine in for routine service rather than tolerate
intermittent problems.
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4. You will be ill-advised to demand praise for what does not deserve it, and abuse
those who do not give it. (Para. 2, First passage)
College has spoiled you by reading papers that don’t deserve to be read, listening
to comments that don’t deserve a hearing, paying attention even to the lazy, ill-
informed and rude. (Para. 7, First passage)
Here, “ill-” is a prefix, meaning “badly or not enough.”
e.g. » When people speak spontaneously, they sometimes produce ill-formed sentences.

» An illjudged price reduction may have an opposite effect to that desired.

5. For years we have created an altogether forgiving world, in which whatever slight
effort you gave was all that was demanded. (Para. 3, First passage)
whatever: det. & pron.

1) used to say that it is not important what happens, what you do, ecause it does not

change the situation Jtitft4; NEMTA

e.q. If you are unable to attend the interview, for whatever reason, yo

d inform us
immediately.

2) any or every; anything or everything {T-{;

o'the qirl in poverty.

, we listened as if it

to give you a long-winded lecture ut something that you already know.

7. It has failed you by being easy, free, forgiving, attentive, comfortable, interesting,
unchallenging fun. (Para. 7, First passage)
The word “fun” is a noun modified by the adjective “unchallenging.” The use of a noun
phrase after a string of adjectives does not conform to the grammatical rule regarding
parallel structures. This might be because the passage was intended to be a speech and
therefore the author did not think it was imperative that he should adhere to grammatical
rules so strictly.

The whole sentence can be understood as: Since college can be characterized as being
easy, free, forgiving, attentive, comfortable, interesting, and a place where students can
enjoy themselves without being challenged, it has failed to help students make adequate
preparations for the future.
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8.

10.

I mean, when they give you what you want but have not earned, don’t abuse

them, insult them, act out with them your parlous relationships with your
parents. (Para. 9, First passage)

As mentioned in Para. 4, it is common for students to get what they want but have
not earned in college. For instance, even though they didn’t really work hard on their
writing, teachers would read it and mark it. However, as Neusner says in Para. 2,

this didn’t always make students happy, as they might want a higher score or a better
evaluation from the teacher, and they might “argue ... why mediocre work really was
excellent ...” Therefore, at the end of the passage, Neusner cautions students not to

do the same to their co-workers and bosses.

. If your grade point average is not reasonably high for a number of classes, you

just don’t get your degree. (Para. 4, Second passage)
reasonably: ad.
1) quite or to a satisfactory degree, but not y WAl AL

e.qg. With a strong educational backgro, y futu look reasonably bright, but

everything just feels pretty gloomy

When the
Second

Reference answers

Read and understand

Global understanding

1) all-forgiving

3) leaves no record

5) bothered

7) what Prof. Neusner describes

9) their time and money

2) a world that does not exist
4) their errors

6) Unlearn the lies

8) their own decisions

10) does leave a record
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Detailed understanding
I.LF 2F 3T 4T 5T 6T 7.F 8NG

Read and think

Why a commencement speech “you’ll never hear”?

Step [ think “The commencement speech you’ll never hear” is rightly titled,

<1> because it is quite different from conventional commencement speeches.
Firstly, instead of celebrating what students have achieved in their
college years, Prof. Neusner criticizes them for their lack of courage
and perseverance in the face of difficulties, and their tendency to settle
for mediocrity. Secondly, unlike most commencement speech

Step  Personally, I think the passage s

<2> a “commencement speech,” it seems reaso
Neusner’s primary pu
the gap between lifed
university is a mi
between it a

themselves to life e real world, especially if they are not aware

of such differences. pointing out the privileges that are only

enjoyed in universities,Prof. Neusner brings the attention of the graduates
to the differences between the two worlds and the challenges lying ahead.
Meanwhile, this passage, which was published in the campus newspaper,
would also be read by students other than those who were about to
graduate. Thus, it makes sense to assume that Prof. Neusner probably
also hopes to motivate other students to further improve themselves by
sharing with them what he finds problematic in the way students confront

difficulties and in their attitudes toward errors and their own work.

The role of college

Step  « [ will side with Prof. Neusner. Admittedly, his words do sound
<1> rather harsh. But I think he is telling the truth. I wouldn’t go so far
as to say that college is an all-forgiving world. However, we have
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to admit that most of our teachers are understanding and tend to be

tolerant of our mistakes. This probably won’t be the case in the real
world, where there is a lot of competition and much less tolerance for
errors. Therefore, students do need to be humble and cherish those
times when they are tolerated; meanwhile, they should realize that
complacency is the enemy of further improvement. Only in this way
can they stand a better chance of making it in the real world.

» [ agree with Ida Timothee. For me, college is a good preparatory
school for the future. As she said in the passage, college is the time
when we truly start to become independent. College also provides
us with ample opportunities to acquire interpersonal skills, develop
our work ethic, and widen our horizons. Besides, college also

ly challenging us. The

ts, which Ida Timothee

Step inteday s fast-changing world, college
<2> a numberof important skills. The first one on

thus able to conceptualize, organize, classify, and synthesize
knowledge in an effective way. Thirdly, with the trend of globalization,
students need to be able to communicate with a wide variety of people
from diverse cultural backgrounds both online and face to face. Lastly,
students need to develop the ability to cooperate with others, as many
of today’s complex tasks cannot be tackled by any individual alone. It
is, therefore, imperative for students to learn to collaborate with their

teammates.

[ee]
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Read and Practice

Word building

1. education 2. imaginative 3. preparation
4. attentive 5. tolerant

Synonyms

1. broaden 2. mediocre 3. slight

4. tossing 5. adequate 6. faculty

Language in use

1. got down to revising

2. popped into my mind

3. by no means an inexperienced teacher
4. looked back on

5. take a closer look at

6. get away with

Banked cloze
1) finals 2) due
6) involved 7) deadline

4) assigned 5) review

9) edited 10) preparatory

Read and translate

Boasting a long history, Chinese ation is rich in educational thoughts, which have

accumulated over the centuries. Thefbasic features of Chinese educational thoughts are

as follows. First, much emphasis has been laid on the social function of education, as
education is believed to be important for governing a country and maintaining social
stability. Second, education has long been highlighted as necessary for the healthy
development of individuals. Third, it has been considered imperative to combine moral
education with intellectual education. In terms of teaching, Chinese educators emphasize
the importance of tailoring education to students’aptitude, holding that teachers should
select teaching content and methods in accordance with students’ability level. Meanwhile,
educators also propose that teachers should inspire students and use the technique of

elicitation to motivate students.

Unit 1 The true value of education g



Read and write

Step [ think Ida refutes Prof. Neusner’s arguments by using both logic and

<1> factual evidence. In Para. 3, Ida presents evidence such as students
learning to be independent and tolerant to support her argument that
college does help students learn useful skills for the real world, which,
consequently, proves that Prof. Neusner’s argument, i.e., college does
not prepare students for real life, is logically invalid. In Para. 4, Ida
uses a number of compelling pieces of factual evidence of the academic
challenges college students face to refute Prof. Neusner’s argument that
“failure leaves no record” in college and college is an “all-forgiving

world.”

Step
<2> - pattern. She begins both

2’4). She does not make clear
eusner’s argument, though.

Step i at is not relevant to your major pointless?
(®)
certain core classes that have little use for their future career, colleges
d offer classes which help students survive in the real world.

more before voicing his / her opinion. The suggestions offered are, in my
opinion, rather absurd.

Are core classes “that you don’t care about and will never use in the
future” pointless, as argued by the writer? I don’t share this opinion and

I believe there is a large hole in the logic, i.e., there is no way you can be
a hundred percent sure that a certain course will be completely useless in
your future career. As a student, you are in the process of finding out what
you may want to do in the future. In other words, you do not really know
which courses are truly “relevant” and thus “useful” to your future work.
Even if you have already made a decision regarding your future career,
you may have to change it due to unforeseeable circumstances in either
your personal life or your chosen profession. A course which is now
seemingly irrelevant to your planned future may very likely turn out to be

of some use or even importance.
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To sum up, evaluating a course merely on its relevance to one’s major is
irrational and short-sighted.

Translation of the passage
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Reading 2

Scripts

Charles Knight (Edge Hill University):

When I think about good university teaching, I think about three elements. The first

element is about preparation — one of the most successful comedians the UK has ever
seen was a guy called Tommy Cooper. Tommy Cooper’s act was that he was a dreadful
magician on stage. But, in reality, Tommy practiced for hours and hours and hours and

Good university teaching is all about not only teaching your students the subject

knowledge that they need, but also the employability skills and the higher-order
processing skills. So it’s about preparing them for when they get out into the real world
so that they can actually make some advances to the economy and to the industries they
go into. We always prepare them with subject knowledge, but nowadays they also need
to be able to be innovative, and they need to be creative, and to do that they need more
than just that subject knowledge. So whenever I’m teaching, I’m trying to get them to
think for themselves, [’m trying to get them to analyze things, to be problem-solvers, and
to come up with their own solutions. Its part of the challenge is trying to work out how
you get your students to challenge what you’re saying, so they don’t just think that what
you say is right. Some of the best answers you get are the ones you haven’t even thought
of yourself. So for me, good teaching is when you get students coming back to you,
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challenging what you are saying, challenging your perceptions, and then you can have

the discussion around it. It’s about getting them to use their own thought processes and
justify what they are thinking about.

Sara Wolfson (Canterbury Christ Church University):

I think good teaching should really prioritize the sense of partnership between the student
and the lecturer. I think that, in terms of, you know, as an educator, good university
teaching should really be about developing the whole person, educating the individual,
not only be educate (educating) them in terms of the subject content, but helping develop
their skill set, their socio-cultural skill set and their moral skill set as well. So it’s not just
about, informing them, you know, about the subject, which is of course really important,
but it’s about making sure they have the skills to take that beyond the ivory towers of

academia into the wider world as well.

Reference answers

Watch for informati
1) preparation 2)r ormed 3) engaging 4) gap
5) subject 6) processing 7) thought processes 8) partners

9) whole 10) moral

Ccus

1. I quite ag ith what these three teachers said about good university teaching. I
ould come prepared for each class. So should students, of course, if
they want to study efficiently in class. I also appreciate teachers who treat us as equals
and encourage us to think for ourselves. And teachers who help to cultivate our socio-
cultural and moral skill sets will do us a great favor, for these are essential to our
future development and happiness.

2. I believe the most important quality a good university teacher should have is being
able to communicate effectively. A teacher who is a strong communicator is able to
put information across in a clear and understandable manner. Meanwhile, he / she is
also skilled in listening, and is thus able to understand students and tailor lessons to
them. The second important quality would be a strong engaging capability. A good
teacher is able to engage students with humor and creative lessons. He / she can also
relate what is taught to students’ life and the real world. Lastly, I think a good teacher
respects students and treats each student friendly and fairly. This will make students
feel that the teacher really cares about them and is really trying to help them.
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Additional activity

Would you let him pass?

Suppose you were a college teacher, and you had a student who was a senior and
would graduate in the summer. He only came to class twice and didn’t finish his
assignments as required. He did come to the final though, but did rather poorly.
After the final, you got an email from him, begging you to let him pass. What
would you do?

Reference answers

e T don’t think I would let him pass, because it would be really unfair to those

understand that some seniors have a lot on their plate, but
excuse for not doing what they should. Anyway, a credit i

explain why he did not come to class
was willing to try and did reasonably

Reading passage

Language points

1. Then he stunned us all by announcing, “This is an open exam. You may look
through your books, your notes or anything that will help. You may also do any
research you like.” (Para. 2)
stun: vz. (not in progressive) surprise or upset sb. so much that they do not react
immediately f# (3 A ) =i
e.q. It still stuns me to this day that they said this and truly saw no problem with it.

2. Write the report, briefly explaining that this was not marketable, cut your losses
and move on to something practical. (Para. 5)
marketable: a. marketable goods, skills, etc. can be sold easily because people want
them (R§Eh . $AESE) AT, AHIEKA, HiHY

e.q. Frustrated savers sell their bonds and invest the proceeds in marketable commodities.
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. Slowly, I started to think about large warehouses, factories . . . places you store

things, like food, paper, boxes, grains . . . industrial facilities. (Para. 7)

facility: n.

1) [pl.] rooms, equipment, or services that are provided for a particular purpose (&
Fomt B pomise ey ) weot, B

e.g. The hotel has its own pool and leisure facilities.

2) [C, usu. sing.] a special part of a piece of equipment or a system which makes it

possible to do sth. (ZEATLRLM ) Frpkkes, Frtadife
e.q. Is there a call-back facility on this phone?

3) [C] a place or building used for a particular activity or industry, or for providing a
particular type of service (45 ik ) Hr, #55%

hod that is feasible is possible and is likely to work ( i1
SATHY, AR

vances in digital memory technology are making mass-storage devices

A

feasible and increasingly cost-effective.

the graded finals and the groans were audible. (Para. 11)

In the word “audible,” “aud-" is a Latin root, meaning “hearing.” Words such as

9% ¢¢

“audio,” “audience,” and “auditorium” are derivationally related to “aud-.”

. Then, there was dead silence as we read it. (Para. 13)

In this sentence, the word “dead” means “complete; exact.” It is used to emphasize

what you are saying.

e.q. Everyone sat there in dead silence for a moment, quietly digesting what they'd just heard.



Reference answers

Read and understand

Global understanding

1) grumpy old man 2) expensive and big electronic rat trap
3) marketable 4) 20-page

5) warehouses 6) taken straight out of

7) figured / reasoned it out 8) thinking

Detailed understanding
I.B 2.B 3.C 4.C 5B 6.A

Read and think

Use of short sentences in narratives

Step  In “The wicker chair,” there are quite tences in Paras. 5,
<1> 6, 7 and 8, for instance, in the mid .5: t there staring

Step  The two excerpts vivid and descriptive language,
<2> especially a v erbs, which depict what is going on
in the characters minds. Moreover, both excerpts feature the use of short

sentences, which ad the tension built in each narrative.

Step [ think the use of short §entences is quite effective in building tension,

<3> which improves the overall readability of a novel or story. In the excerpt
from The Old Man and the Sea, short sentences convey a sense of urgency
as the old man tries to figure out how to beat the big fish. Similarly, in
the excerpt from Take over, Bos 'n, short sentences help readers feel the
narrator’s anxiety as he struggles to keep himself awake. In “The wicker
chair,” by using short sentences, the author succeeds in describing vividly
how her mind races as she tries to work out a marketing plan for the
expensive rat trap in the final exam.

Professor Wickert

Step [ would say Professor Wickert is a very strict and experienced teacher. He
<1> has high demands on the students. It’s difficult to get a good grade
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Step

®

in his class. Plus, he also seems to have a clear sense of how hard students

in his class will work, which indicates that he must be very experienced.
He is not without a sense of humor, which can be seen from the way he

introduces his name.

As for his teaching style, I would say he probably doesn’t care about
building rapport with students, as he constantly taunts and jeers at them.
One might even say that he deliberately tries to provoke students. Maybe
this is his way of motivating them to try harder. Meanwhile, he also
shows some flexibility in his approach to teaching, as he allows students
to use whatever means they deem effective in the final exam.

It’s hard to say if he is a good teacher. For good students, such as the author,

his approach may be effective, as she was to rise up to the challenge.

However, to less capable students, he @
Plus, students, at least some of them, maybeAinwilling to communicate with
a teacher who often treats thes

@ otivate hig'students to think on their
9 0 .

e across as too demanding.

Professor Wickert probab

own, but his approac

©

Example:

Additional activity

A possible alternative for evaluation: group projects
Advantages:

*  More creativity can be expected.

* Rote learning may be discouraged.

* Interpersonal skills can be developed.

share your opinion. List the advantages and disadvantages of your group’s
choice.

A representative from each group reports the alternative and its
advantages and disadvantages to the class.
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Disadvantages:
It is hard to evaluate everyone’s share of the work.

» It is difficult to develop reasonable criteria for grading group performance.

Reference answers

Quizzes

Advantages:

* There is less pressure for students.

* It’s possible to have many quizzes each semester.

Disadvantages:

» It is difficult for students to get a global picture of what ha, @ t in class.

* They usually don’t require much thinking and reasoning.

Presentations
Advantages:

*  More creativity can be expected on the partof students:
» It is easy to organize presentations.

Disadvantages:

* They are time-consuming.

* Presentation skills may h moteyin evaluation than the content.

Seminars and group
Advantages:
* They allow peer observatio
* Cooperative skills may be cultivated.

Disadvantages:

* Students may not get equal opportunities to participate.

* Shy students may not express themselves adequately.

Read and practice

Word building
1. visualized 2. Oddly 3. industrial 4. marketable 5. interruptions

Meaning in context
1.D 2.C 3.B 4.C 5.B 6.A
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Sentence structure
1. She went out of the room in a hurry, taking the guitar with her.
. Not having her phone number, we couldn’t contact her.
. Being extremely busy himself, he couldn’t help us with our research project.

2

3

4. The man lit the fuse and after a few seconds up went the rocket.

5. The teacher blew a whistle and off ran the children toward the finish line.
6

. The child tiptoed quietly to the bird, but away it flew just as he was about to catch it.

Error correction

1. in — out 2. even — still 3. off > up

4. sought — looked 5. expectation — expec 6. save — cut

Read and translate
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Unit project

Reference answers

Step

Q)

ies, feeling exhausted, not getting properly paid, etc.

Step  Act ¥(Lunch time, in the cafeteria)

<5> Student 1: Hey, you look upset. What’s happened?
Student 2: [ flunked the algebra quiz today.
Student 1: It can’t be that bad. I think it is easier than the last one.
Student 2: Really? I guess [ haven’t put in enough time and effort lately.
You know, I just don’t feel like studying algebra most of the time.
Student 1: Well, you’ve got to figure out a way to force yourself to study.
Algebra is tough.

Student 2: I know. I’ve tried to focus better in class, review what was
taught and finish my homework. I just don’t feel motivated. I often drift
off when reviewing the lessons and sometimes I put off doing homework
until midnight. How do you manage to do so well in the course?



Teacher’s Book

Student 1: I don’t know. I guess it’s because I’ve always been interested

in math.
Student 2: [ wish I could be more like you.

Student 1: Hey, have you tried talking to your counselor? Maybe he could
give you some advice. You probably should make an appointment first.

Student 2: That’s a good idea. I will send him an email and make an

appointment.

Act 2 (In counselor’s office)

Student 2: May I come in?

Counselor: Yes, please. Oh, hello, Li Hua.
Student 2: Hello, Mr. Wang.

Counselor: Please take a seat.

Student 2: Thank you.

Counselor: Well, you mentioned in your emai k to
me about your algebra course.
Student 2: Yes. I have been having t i course. And I did

rather poorly in the last quiz.

find my mind wanderihg g to review what ’ve learned
and I tend to put i until the last minute.

Student 2: I do, so
after class.

imes. But [ usually turn to my classmates for help

Counselor: That’s good. But I think you may also try asking your
professor questions after class. You can visit him during office hours or

leave him a message online.

Student 2: There are so many students in the class. [ don’t want to
become a bother.

Counselor: You’re not. It’s important for teachers to know how effective
their teaching is. Your feedback can help teachers adjust their teaching
and help you learn better in class.

Student 2: I see. [ will try to do it next time.
Counselor: There is another thing you can try: joining a study group.
Student 2: You mean studying with other students, like my classmates?

Counselor: Yes. There are many benefits. For instance, you’ve mentioned
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that you tend to procrastinate when you need to do your algebra

homework, right?
Student 2: Yes.

Counselor: Well, since study groups meet at regular times, it can help
to prevent you from procrastinating. Plus, in a study group, you can
learn more quickly by asking questions, instead of spending a long time
puzzling over the difficulty alone. A study group may also help you see
the study materials from different perspectives. And you may also learn
some new study skills from your group members.

Student 2: Wow! That sounds wonderful. I should have tried joining a
study group earlier. Thank you, Mr. Wang.

Counselor: Don’t mention it. Good lu h your studies!

Teaching tips

Ss may use some PowerPoint slid ¢’settings of the scene. They
can also use certain props t wit






