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Overview

About the topic

This unit introduces the life and essential ideas of two great philosophers — Socrates and Confucius. The key is
to help Ss discover the differences between the two philosophers and explore how the differences might have
influenced the Western and Eastern philosophical traditions. One difference is that Socrates pursued wisdom by
asking questions, while Confucius pursued a better world for the common people in his teaching, political career
and journeys. The two texts have rich content covering diverse aspects of the two philosophers’ life, so the T can
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encourage Ss to explore the two texts from different perspectives.

Teaching objectives

Upon completion of this unit, the T is expected to enable Ss to:

Objectives

Tasks

introduce Socrates and his major achievements

Viewing (iExplore 1)

Reading (iExplore 1)

Identifying and synthesizing information (iExplore 1)
Building your language (iExplore 1)

Preparing for the structure (iExplore 1)

Sharing your ideas (iExplore 1)

introduce Confucius and his essential ideas

Viewing (iExplore 2)

Reading (iExplore 2)

Identifying and synthesizing information (iExplore 2)
Building your language (iExplore 2)

Sharing your ideas (iExplore 2)

compare the two philosophers and their thoughts in
a structured way

Unit project (iProduce)
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Teaching plan

The following plan is designed for a six-period class. If there are only four periods, “Sharing your ideas” in iExplore 2
can be carried out online and the “Unit project” can be assigned in the end of Period 4 so that Ss can work out the
project after class.

Period 2

e iExplore 1 Information
e iExplore 1 Language
e Assign task

Period 1 Period 3
e iPrepare U ?prlore 1 Sharing your
ideas

e iExplore 1 Viewing

* iExplore 1 Reading * iExplore 2 Viewing

\ / * iExplore 2 Reading
Philosophy
and Thoughts
Period 4
Period 6 e iExplore 2 Information
Present the unit project e iExplore 2 Language
e Assign task
Period 5
e iExplore 2 Sharing your

ideas
® Prepare for the unit project

iPrepare

Additional scenarios

Scenario 1
One day, you and your foreign friends are having dinner together; they mention that many undergraduate and

postgraduate courses in Western universities adopt the teaching method of Socratic seminar or Socratic questioning.
Not knowing much about Socratic seminar, you remain silent on this topic. Thus you decide to do some research
and gain a better understanding of this concept.
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Scenario 2

You are taking a group of newly admitted international students around your campus and they are attracted by the
statue of Confucius in front of the library. They ask you who the man is and why he is put in front of the library.
How will you answer their questions?

Scenario 3

You are going to the cinema with your foreign friends to watch the movie Confucius. Your friends ask you to tell
them something about Confucius so that they can understand the movie better. What will you tell them? In the
movie, Confucius called himself a stray dog. How will you explain this to your friends?

Scenario 4

You are going to participate in the “FLTRP Cup” English Public Speaking Contest and the topic of this year is “When

Socrates Meets Confucius.” What would you say in this speech? Why are Socrates and Confucius still important for

us over 2,000 years after they passed away?

iExplore 1

Script

Ohas Upadhyay:
Alexandra Becker:
Miles McDuffie:
Maggie Werner:

Connor Whitehill:

Maggie Werner:
Ohas Upadhyay:
Interviewer:

Ohas Upadhyay:

He was a famous guy a long time ago.

It's a person who asked a lot of questions to people.

Yeah, I've seen his picture. He is not even around right now. Though | haven't seen him.

| think Socrates was like, this guy, who ... um, he was very smart and he, | think he might
have invented the Socratic seminar idea ... He was smart and he used it and so people kind
of like ... like "Oh, that's a good idea” and so they started using it, too.

Uh, he was a Greek philosopher, um, who had many ideas but the Greek just ... the Greek
just didn’t like him. They thought he was ruining the minds of young Greeks so they pretty
much sentenced him to death, by drinking hemlock, which is a poisonous plant ... Pretty
much what happens is you get a big group of people. And, uh we start with a main idea or
topic. The teacher will ask a question. And the group has to uh, keep asking questions.

You get to relate with other people and what they think about it, too.

So that you can know more stuff.

What do you want to know?

Why do the people ... why do people wear clothes? Why do people ... What kind of house
do you live in? Do you live in an apartment building? How to divide 100 and 120? How to
do 2 minus 1? | want to know negatives. How to climb a building all the way up the air?
How do you do that?
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Reference answers

(1]
Vo
2 (Socrates lived in Athens.)
3 (The author of The Republic was Plato, the student of Socrates.)
4 (Socrates was not as interested in science as Plato and Aristotle did. Socrates was more interested in ethics and
philosophy.)
v 5
v 6
(2]

Ss might share what they know about Socrates. The following points are for the T's reference.

e Socrates was ugly.

e His mother was a midwife.

e Socrates was said to be a henpecked husband.

e His student was Plato.

e Socratic questioning is named after him.

e Plato’s dialogs are among the most comprehensive accounts of Socrates to survive from antiquity.

Teaching suggestions

The T can approach this text in different ways. Here we suggest a question-based approach. By adopting this
approach, the T can prepare Ss with questions before reading the text, so that they can read with a clear purpose —
looking for information needed to answer the questions or complete the tasks.

Step 1: Since the title of the text describes Socrates as “the man who asked questions,” the T could ask Ss to
brainstorm the questions they can ask about this title, and then ask them to read the text for answers to the
questions.

e What questions did Socrates ask?

e How did he ask questions?

e \Why did he ask questions?

Step 2: Call Ss' attention to the learning objective for reading iExplore 1, i.e. to introduce Socrates and his major
achievements. Ask them to brainstorm essential information for introducing a person in general and for introducing
a philosopher in particular. In other words, to introduce Socrates and his essential ideas, the author is supposed to
answer the following questions. Then ask Ss to read the text again for information to answer the questions.

Who was Socrates? (biographical information)

What was Socrates like? (characteristics)

What did people say about Socrates? (people’s opinions)

What was Socrates’ philosophy, since he was a philosopher? (philosophy)



Additional activities

1 Conducting an interview

Following the style in the video, an interviewing activity can be designed to help Ss identify and synthesize
information from the text. After reading the text, Ss could work in groups to design questions based on the text and
prepare answers to the questions. After that, they take turns to play the role of interviewers and interviewees.

2 Who said this?

Socrates, Confucius or

Who said this?
someone else?

1 The superior man understands righteousness; the inferior man understands profit. (Confucius)
2 The unexamined life is not worth living. (Socrates)
3 A man who reviews the old so as to find out the new is qualified to teach others. (Confucius)

4 Virtue does not come from money, but from virtue comes money and all other

good things for man ... (Socrates)

5 Is it not a pleasure to learn and to repeat or practice from time to time what one

has learned ...? (Confucius)

6 The rest of the world live to eat, while | eat to live. (Socrates)

The T could ask Ss to complete the table by deciding who said each quotation. Alternatively the T can develop it into
a quick oral quiz with Ss divided in groups or teams.

Background information

This text is adapted from Chapter one of A Little History of Philosophy. In this book, Nigel Warburton introduces
philosophy in a popular way. He breaks the development of philosophy up into 40 chapters, each focusing
on one or two philosophers. Each chapter contains some brief biographical material of the philosophers and
a discussion of one or two philosophical ideas associated with them. It is a great book to learn about Western
philosophy and philosophers. The T could encourage Ss to read the book after class.

Notes

Socratic seminar: also known as Socratic method, Socratic questioning or Socratic debate. It is named after the
classical Greek philosopher Socrates. It is a form of inquiry and discussion between individuals, based on asking
and answering questions to stimulate critical thinking and to illuminate ideas. It remains a commonly used tool
in a wide range of discussions, and is a type of pedagogy in which a series of questions is asked not only to
draw individual answers, but also to encourage fundamental insights into the issue in hand.

The oracle of Apollo at Delphi: Delphi was an ancient town in Greece, known for the temple to worship
Apollo, the God of the Sun. In ancient Greece, an oracle was a priest or priestess who made statements about
future events or about the truth. Here, the oracle of Apollo was believed to be the messenger of Apollo. In other
words, Apollo spoke through this person. The Greeks often came to the oracle for the instruction of Apollo.

(to be continued)
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(continued)

The Sophists: In the second half of the fifth century BC, particularly at Athens, the “Sophists” referred to a class
of intellectuals who taught courses in various subjects, speculated about the nature of language and culture and
employed rhetoric to achieve their purposes, generally to persuade or convince others. Many Sophists taught
their skills for a price. In comparison, Socrates accepted no fee; instead he professed a self-effacing posture,
which he exemplified by Socratic questioning.

LIND

Language points

1

There were philosophers before him, but it was with Socrates that the subject really took off. (Para. 1,
Sentence 2)

take off: to suddenly start being successful IR TN ; FFIEELL
e.q. In 1944, he met Edith Piaf, and his career took off.

If philosophy has a patron saint, it is Socrates. (Para. 1, Sentence 3)

patron saint: n. [C] the protecting or guiding saint of a person or place SF#r##
e.q. Mother insisted that William and | each say a prayer to Saint Christopher, the patron saint of travelers.

Here it means that Socrates laid the foundation of Western philosophy and made great contributions to it.

He saw himself as one of those horseflies that have a nasty bite — a gadfly. (Para. 2, Sentence 6)

gadfly: n. [C] a large fly that annoys livestock 4-#¢
e.q. Always a gadfly, he attacked intellectual orthodoxies.

If you refer to someone as a gadfly, you believe that they deliberately annoy or challenge other people,
especially people in authority. Socrates did that by asking people awkward questions.

But the questions he asked were razor-sharp. They seemed straightforward; but they weren’t. (Para. 3,
Sentences 4-5)

1) razor-sharp: a. extremely sharp, as sharp as a razor #%I8; EFIH
e.q. Pick an argument with Lucy and you'll quickly find that she has a razor-sharp tongue.

2) straightforward: a. uncomplicated and easy to do or understand & E#; SHEK
e.q. The system is perfectly straightforward.

Socrates by using a clever counter-example has shown that Euthydemus’ general comment that being
deceitful is immoral doesn’t apply in every situation. (Para. 4, Sentence 11)

counter-example: n. [C] an example that opposes or contradicts an idea or theory &l
e.q. As a counter-example, another firm in a similar situation abandoned their original plan.

BYAFHREREA that WA, E—IREEFENG, BZNERMLENG, EEH comment MRELIE.

Socrates loved to reveal the limits of what people genuinely understood, and to question the assumptions
on which they built their lives. (Para. 5, Sentence 4)

assumption: n. [C] a thing that is accepted as true or as certain to happen, without proof &%E; &i%
e.q. Perhaps you should question your own assumptions about that before you question mine.

e



7 The Western tradition in philosophy spread from ancient Greece across large parts of the world, at time

cross-fertilized by ideas from the East. (Para. 9, Sentence 2)

cross-fertilize: vt. to influence someone or something with ideas from other areas (54 RMK AW &%) E4E

R

e.qg. The company is cross-fertilized by the expertise they’ve gained from other industries.

The original meaning of “cross-fertilize” is to combine the male sex cells from one type of plant with female sex

cells from another. Here it means that the Western tradition in philosophy developed with an exchange of ideas

or information from the East.

8 An unexamined existence is all right for cattle, but not for human beings. (Para. 10, Sentence 3)

unexamined: a. not thought about carefully REZRBZHER
e.q. This theory is widely held but largely unexamined.

Here, Socrates means that we should examine our existence, or ask why we exist in the way we do, or why we

live our life in the way we do. Animals don’t have to examine their existence, but we human beings must think

and ask about our life.

9 Many Athenians felt that Socrates was dangerous and was deliberately undermining the government. (Para.

11, Sentence 2)

undermine: vt. to gradually make someone or something less strong or effective Z#HIZS; ZHAHIRE
e.q. They might have to share power and that is dangerous because it would undermine their position of power.

Reference answers

Identifying and synthesizing information

(1)

1) ugly 2) shabby / podgy 3) strange
4) annoying 5) great charisma 6) a brilliant mind
7) loved 8) dangerous

)

9) Socrates didn’t charge for his services

10) the wisest man in Athens

11) 469 BC

12) He fought as a soldier

13) stopping people in the marketplace and asking them questions
14) sentenced to death

15) many Athenians felt that he was deliberately undermining the government
(2]

1) shuffling around
2) straightforward
3) tough / razor-sharp
4) being deceitful
5) being immoral
6) counter-example

7) your friend is feeling very low and might kill himself and you steal his knife

Philosophy and Thoughts
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8
9) the general comment that being deceitful is immoral doesn’t apply in every situation

knots
revealed the limits of

)

)

10)

11) questioned the assumptions

12) everyone realizing how little they knew
13)

carry on believing that you understood something when you didn’t

(3]
1 In Socrates’ eyes, wisdom was not knowing lots of facts, or knowing how to do something. Rather, it meant

understanding the true nature of our existence, including the limits of what we can know.

Socrates’ questioning is valuable in that it represented human beings’ pursuit of wisdom.

Socrates was wise because he never stopped questioning what seemed to be straightforward and he was

w N

always willing to debate his ideas.
4 Socrates would rather die than stop asking any more difficult questions. | think he did so because he valued
questioning more than his life.

Building your language

(1]

1) charisma 2) brilliant

3) ugly 4) awkward / razor-sharp
5) straightforward 6) tough

(2]

1
2
3
4
5
6

~

Using a counter-example
debate their ideas

begin a conversation
guestion the assumption
reveal the limits
understand the nature

®@2U Lt wn

—_

) in 2) limits
) to 4) nature
) debate 6) assumption

w
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Preparing for the structure

Teaching suggestions

How do you organize a passage about a philosopher and his or her major achievements? Basically, three elements
should be included: 1) a brief introduction to the philosopher; 2) a detailed description of the philosopher’s
thoughts; and 3) a statement of the philosopher’s influence.

The sample passage has three paragraphs, each representing one of the three elements. Para. 1 provides a brief
account of Diogenes and his philosophy. Since Cynicism is a key word for Diogenes’ philosophy and might be a
difficult word, this paragraph explains the meaning of this word. Para. 2 describes Diogenes and his philosophy in
detail. It starts with a topic sentence, “Diogenes developed a reputation through his philosophy of practice.” To
illustrate his philosophy of practice, the writer in this paragraph provides much detail and several examples. Para. 3
states the influence of Diogenes and his philosophy.

The following are some useful expressions for introducing a philosopher, his or her philosophy and influence.

e



Useful expressions

Introducing a philosopher

e ... was one of the greatest Greek philosophers.

e ... was the most famous exponent of ...

e ... was a Greek philosopher and one of the founders of ...
e Also known as ..., he was bornin ...

Describing a thinker’s philosophy

The doctrine of Cynicism holds that ...
¢ Diogenes maintained that ...

Diogenes shared Socrates’ belief that ...
¢ Diogenes taught by ...

He tried to demonstrate that ...

Describing the influence

e ... notonlyinfluenced ... but also served as a source for ...

e Some scholars hold that he was deeply influenced by ...

e .. exercised a marked influence on ...

e ... quickly attained extensive influence, and many people began to follow him.

Answers
1) Describe the philosopher’s thoughts in detail

2) State the philosopher’s influence

Sharing your ideas

Teaching suggestions

Step 1: Assigning the task

The T could assign the task at the end of the first session, so that Ss have more time to prepare the report after
class. Ss should pay attention to three aspects of the report: information, structure and language. They need to
select the information to be included in the report. Then, the information should be organized in a clear structure.
Also, they should be encouraged to use the expressions that they have learned from the text. However, they should
not simply copy the sentences of the text but paraphrase them in their own reports. Ss should write down the
scripts and rehearse their reports so that they can improve the accuracy and fluency of their language production.
However, Ss should not read from their scripts; instead, they could be encouraged to present their reports without
the scripts.

Step 2: Pair-work
Before Ss make the report to the class, ask them to work in pairs and make the report to each other. Provide Ss a
checklist so that they can help each other improve their reports.

Step 3: Making the report
The T could invite some Ss to present their reports to the class. To avoid repetition, after the first student makes the
report, other Ss can present parts of their reports which have not been covered by other reporters.

Sample report
Socrates was one of the greatest philosophers in Greece. He was considered the patron saint of Western philosophy.
In other words, he laid down the foundation of Western philosophy.

Philosophy and Thoughts 9



Socrates was born in 469 BC in Athens. As a young man he fought as a brave soldier in the war, but in his middle
age he did nothing but shuffling around the marketplace and asking people awkward questions. By doing this, Socrates
tried to reveal the limits of what people knew and challenge the assumptions held by people. According to Socrates,
wisdom meant the understanding of the true nature of our existence, including the limits of what we knew.

Socrates showed the importance of questioning and pursuing truth and wisdom. He would rather die than give up
asking questions. Even today, philosophers are still doing what Socrates did: asking questions about the nature of
reality, looking at reasons and evidence, and trying to answer these questions.

iExplore 2

Script

One cannot talk about Chineseness, even today, 2,500 years later, without reference to this particular man —
Confucius.

Confucius is one of China’s greatest philosophers. Born 550 years before Christ, he believed in education, hard
work and the capacity for every human being to succeed. His world was filled with poverty and war. China’s
feudal lords battled throughout the provinces, and most men were fighters, not thinkers.

Confucius believed that people become better by being educated.

So he started a school and urged his students to become men of character. His fame spread and in 501 BC at
the age of 50, he became a governor. His policies included feeding the poor and elderly at the state’s expense.

He somehow developed a vision of learning to be human as a series of concentric circles. You start with the
person, then to the family, then to the neighborhood, to the society, to the nation, to the country, to the world
and beyond.

The warlords did not like his reforms and he was forced from his home into exile. For almost 14 years, he
walked Eastern China, talking reform and peace to local leaders.

Confucius was a man with a vision. The rulers of his time were not individuals with visions. They were trying to
enjoy themselves as much as they could in their private lives. And they were trying to expand their territory or
their power as much as they could.

At the age of 67, Confucius was invited back to his home province but never again held office.

Confucius died perceiving himself to be a failure. And ... so he died believing himself to ... to have not really
had much influence on China, which is paradoxical, ‘cause Confucianism has become the dominant mode of
thought and the dominant philosophy of China and the surrounding regions for so many centuries.

Do



Reference answers

1 Confucius believed in education, hard work and capacity for every human being to succeed; Confucius believed
that people become better by being educated. Thus, Confucius pursued the “common welfare.”

2 His world was filled with poverty and war. China’s feudal lords battled throughout the provinces, and most men
were fighters, not thinkers.

3 He started a school to educate people. He worked as a governor. He also walked Eastern China to talk to local
leaders.

4 It is paradoxical. Confucius perceived himself to be a failure, but after his death, his philosophy has become the
dominant philosophy of China and the surrounding regions.

Teaching suggestions

The T can approach this text in different ways. Here we provide a question-based approach. The previous Viewing
section lays the foundation for the reading in iExplore 2 by creating an information gap. For the four questions in
the “Viewing” section, the video provides either insufficient information or very general descriptions. The T could
ask Ss to read the text to find more information and answer the questions:

e What did Confucius pursue?

e Why did he pursue it?

e How did he pursue it?

e Did he accomplish his mission?

To answer the four questions, Ss need to identify and synthesize relevant information from the text. Each question is
related to several paragraphs:

e What did Confucius pursue? (Paras. 5-7)

e Why did he pursue it? (Paras. 1-4)

e How did he pursue it? (Paras. 5-9)

e Did he accomplish his mission? (Paras. 9-11)

Additional activities

Reading based on the charts
Another reading activity can be designed based on the charts on Pages 16-17. First, ask Ss to read the text and

complete the charts on Pages 16-17. As a variation, before Ss complete the chart on Page 17, the T could ask Ss to
read Paras. 4-11 and use one word to summarize the major point of each paragraph.

When Ss have completed the chart on Page 17, ask them to work in pairs to talk through as many points as possible
from the chart when they only look at the headings. For example, A can cover the first box so that only the heading
"His times" is visible while B tries to give the main points about Confucius’ times; then B covers the second box
while A gives points under “His response,” and so on for the whole chart.
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Background information

About the author: This article is adapted from a chapter of the book Confucius: The Man and the Myth,
written by Herrlee G. Creel. The author, who is usually known as H. G. Creel and Bisz# in Chinese, was an
American sinologist and philosopher who specialized in Chinese philosophy and history, and was a professor of
Chinese at the University of Chicago for nearly 40 years.

Early life of Confucius: Para.1 alludes a quotation of Confucius, “When young, | was without rank and so |
was able to do many menial tasks.”( “B/Mblk, ¥ ZEEEIZE. 7 ) Itis taken from the Analects ( {i£i&) ). Confucius
was born into the class of shi (%), between the aristocracy and the common people. He is said to have worked in
various government jobs during his early 20s, and also worked as a caretaker of sheep and horses.

Confucius’ teaching of “common welfare”: Paras. 5-6 mention Confucius’ teaching of “common welfare.”
Confucius described his ideal world of common wealth in “The World of Da-tong” ( {fLiz:KR#&) ). In that
world, there is no war and people stay in harmony, enjoying a well-off life.

Language points

1 Tradition says that he came of noble ancestry and was the descendant of kings. (Para. 1, Sentence 2)
1) ancestry: n. [C, U] one’s family or ethnic descent #55; Mm%
e.q. He was proud of his Irish ancestry.
2) descendant: n. [C] someone who is related to a person who lived a long time ago, or to a family, group of
people, etc. that existed in the past BR; %
e.q. She’s a descendant of Charles Darwin.

2 ...no creed formulated by another person can excuse any man from the duty of thinking for himself. (Para. 2,
Sentence 2)

creed: n. [C] a set of beliefs or aims which guide someone’s actions 155; #%
e.qg. Liberalism was more than a political creed.

This sentence can be paraphrased like this: Everyone should think independently, rather than use the set of
beliefs developed by others as an excuse.

3 He is often called a reactionary, whose primary aim was to restore the ways of antiquity and to bolster the
authority of the hereditary aristocracy. In fact, he advocated and helped to bring about such sweeping social
and political reforms that he must be counted among the great revolutionaries. (Para. 3, Sentences 1-2)

1) reactionary: n. [C] a person opposing political or social progress or reform R&19F; &Rk
e.qg. He later became an extreme reactionary.

2) revolutionary: n. [C] a person who joins in or supports a political or social revolution E#&#&; FEaxK
e.g. The revolutionaries are the prophets and martyrs of social and political changes.

A reactionary aims to bring back the traditions, while a revolutionary aims to bring about reforms. Although he
was called a reactionary, Confucius supported and promoted social and political changes.

4 As ayoung man he had to earn his living at tasks that bordered on the menial. (Para. 4, Sentence 1)

border on: to be very near to a particular quality, feeling, state, etc. #if; ¥k
e.qg. Sam arrived in a state of excitement bordering on hysteria.
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The feudal lords acknowledged only nominal allegiance to the king. (Para. 4, Sentence 5)

nominal: a. (of a role or status) existing in name only & X _E#&j
e.q. The government plays a nominal role in dictating policy because it cannot monitor local fisheries or enforce
fisheries requlations.

This sentence can be paraphrased like this: The feudal lords only supported and were loyal to the king in name.

Yet they could not be called independent, for some of them were no more than puppets in the hands of their
own swashbuckling underlings. (Para. 4, Sentence 6)

puppet: n. [C] a person or organization that is not independent but is controlled by someone else =B ARH)H
A (BR) ; R
e.q. A former revolutionary hero, he is now a puppet of the state.

This sentence can be paraphrased like this: Actually, the feudal lords themselves were not totally independent,
because some of them were controlled by those lords of a even lower rank.

There was very little law and order save what each man could enforce by his own right arm, his armed
followers, or his powers of intrigue. (Para. 4, Sentence 8)

save: prep. except or other than BT
e.qg. What we say is subject to no regulation save our own sensibilities.

The expression “his own right arm” is a metonymy (f&4X ), referring to the commands that a man could make
with his right arm. Therefore, this sentence can be paraphrased like this: There was little law and order except
what each man could order his followers to do with military force in a secret plan.

To the young Confucius these conditions seemed intolerable, and he resolved to devote his life to trying to
right them. (Para. 5, Sentence 1)

right: vt. to restore to a normal or correct state Z|IE (k& ) ZIIEEHKMR
e.q. Righting the economy demanded major cuts in defence spending.

At best they must have thought him a harmless eccentric, but one who could become dangerous if given
power. (Para. 7, Sentence 4)

eccentric: n. [C] a person of unconventional and slightly strange views or behavior A

e.q. He'’s seen as a local eccentric.

This sentence can be paraphrased like this: The rulers did not value Confucius and considered him as a harmless
strange person, but they worried that if they gave Confucius power he would become dangerous.

There was no climax and no martyrdom. (Para. 9, Sentence 4)
martyrdom: n. [U] death as a martyr J%; J0i&; 5%
e.q. The persecutions and martyrdom seemed to have solidified the believers’ faith.

If someone suffers martyrdom, they are killed or made to suffer greatly because of their religious or political
beliefs. Here it means that Confucius’ life was not very dramatic.

The doctrine was changed and elaborated until Confucius himself would scarcely have recognized it ... (Para. 10,
Sentence 2)

elaborate: vi. to give more details or new information about something ¥R #tHE; #Eik
e.g. The theory was proposed by David and elaborated by Samuel.
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This sentence can be paraphrased like this: The doctrine of Confucius was changed and developed to such a
great extent that even Confucius himself would have been unable to recognize the doctrine.

Both in France and in England the fact that China, under the impulsion of Confucianism, had long since
virtually abolished hereditary aristocracy, was used as a weapon in the attack on hereditary privilege. (Para. 11,
Sentence 5)
1) impulsion: n. [singular, U] the motive or influence behind an action or process 01; #3h

e.q. Attitudes changed under the impulsion of humanitarian considerations.
2) abolish: vt. to officially end (a system or a tradition) E1E; Bk

e.q. Slavery has not been abolished in some remote areas of the world.

This sentence can be paraphrased like this: /n France and in England, when people attacked the hereditary
privilege, they used China as an example, because in China hereditary aristocracy had been ended under the
influence of Confucianism.

Reference answers

Identifying and synthesizing information

(1]
1) ancestry 2) descendant 3) rank
4) humble 5) pedant 6) precise rules
7) duty 8) creed 9) reactionary
10) antiquity 11) authority 12) revolutionary
13) reforms 14) destruction
(2]
1) collapsed / broken down 2) little allegiance / nominal allegiance 3) puppets
4) law and order 5) ruined or assassinated 6) tragic
7) they had no power 8) virtual pawns 9) taxed
10) intolerable 11) devote his life to trying to right the conditions
12) study his doctrines 13) natural state 14) cooperate
15) the common welfare
16) bring about the welfare and happiness of his people
17) amassing wealth and power for himself
18) direct the government of a state
19) come to life 20) putting real power into his hands
21) he was given power 22) authority
23) resigned his post 24) a ruler who would use his Way
25) he could accomplish nothing
26) that he was willing to undergo great hardship and abuse for his principles
27) his chief ambitions 28) failure
(3]

v

1 (Confucius’ doctrine was handed down with great changes.)

2 (Confucius’ principle that the true end of government is the welfare and happiness of the people made
Confucianism popular with the common people.)

3

4 (This is not given in the text.)
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5 (The fact that China abolished hereditary aristocracy was used to attack the hereditary privilege in France and
England.)
v 6

Building your language

been painted as

is counted among

known as

reforms; brought about

laid down the rules

formulate the creed

under the impulsion of

played a role of some importance
grown in size and influence

Many descendants of Confucius were identified and honored by successive imperial governments with titles of

nobility and official posts.

Sima Niu, one of Confucius’ disciples, came of noble ancestry from the Song state.

As a member of the craft or artisan class, Mozi lived in humble circumstances and his philosophy was distinctively

anti-aristocratic.

4 Jiang Taigong was more than 70 years old, but the ruler did not give him an office and people all referred to him
as a mad fellow.

5 After Confucius resigned his post in the state of Lu, he began a series of journeys around the small kingdoms of
northeast and central China, including the states of Wei, Song, Chen, and Cai.

6 By Confucius age, the Zhou kings had been reduced to mere figureheads, and real power was put into the hands

of various local rulers.

w N

Sharing your ideas

Teaching suggestions

Step 1: Assigning the task

To make the task more authentic, the T can collect all the email addresses of Ss and send them an email in the
name of David. Then Ss can reply this email to introduce Confucius and his main thoughts. When assigning the task,
besides the content, the T can also call Ss’ attention to the format of emails, including the subject, address term,
greeting, main body, closing statement and signature.

Step 2: Sharing ideas

The T can sign up a public email address and provide the address and password to all Ss. Then pair Ss and ask them
to review each other’s work with the help of a checklist. If time permits, the T can present their work in class by
showing the emails on the projector so that all Ss can see the emails. Choose the work of one or two Ss and give
comments in class.
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Sample writing
Dear David,

| hope you are doing well with your new semester.

In your last email, you asked about Confucius and his ideas. When | received your email, | thought | knew Confucius
well because this name is so familiar to us. However, what a shame when | realized | didn't know much about his
ideas! Then | read some books about him.

Confucius was born in 551 BC. Tradition says that he was the descendant of kings, but actually he was born in
humble conditions and in his early life did much menial work to earn a living. In Confucius’ time, there was little law
and order. Common people suffered a lot from the lords and the wars.

Confucius couldn't tolerate these conditions and decided to right them. He advocated that in a normal state of
society, people should cooperate and promote the common welfare and the rulers should be measured by the
ability to bring about the happiness of his people.

To achieve his dream, Confucius taught young people, worked in the government and travelled in many states, but
he did not fulfill his ambitions and died perceiving himself as a failure. After his death, however, his doctrines were
handed down and developed and became the dominant philosophy in Chinese politics and society.

| hope with this information you can get a clearer picture of Confucius. In your country, what is people’s impression
of Confucius? Or are there any British philosophers who had similar ideas to Confucius’? | am very curious.

Best wishes,

Allen

iProduce

Teaching suggestions

The T can help Ss prepare for the project in three aspects: structure, content and language.

1 Structure

There are two patterns for comparison and contrast: the block pattern and the point-by-point pattern. For example,
to examine two things in three aspects, the block pattern examines one thing thoroughly and then starts the other:
e A1, A2, A3; B1,B2, B3

The point-by-point pattern examines the two things at the same time, discussing them point by point:

e A1,B1; A2, B2; A3, B3

The structure on the Student Book follows the point-by-point one focusing on three points, i.e. life, philosophy
and influence. Then, each point needs a topic sentence, followed by details about Socrates and then details about
Confucius. Therefore, the main body of the speech might have a structure like this:

Ds



Point 1: Life

Topic sentence

Details about Socrates

Details about Confucius

Point 2: Philosophy

Topic sentence

Details about Socrates

Details about Confucius

Point 3: Influence

Topic sentence

Details about Socrates

Details about Confucius

2 Content

After knowing the structure, Ss need to select the aspects in which they compare Socrates and Confucius. The
Student Book provides three points, i.e. life, philosophy and influence. The two philosophers might also be
compared in other aspects, e.g. educational style and attitude to the government. Therefore, the T can ask Ss to

brainstorm all the possible aspects in which they can compare Socrates and Confucius.

3 Language

For language, Ss need to be prepared in two aspects: expressions they've learned from the two texts and expressions
for making comparison and contrast. The T should encourage Ss to make full use of the expressions they have
learned from the two texts. However, when quoting sentences, Ss should paraphrase rather than simply copy them.

Besides, Ss should also learn to use the expressions for comparison and contrast, which can help make the speech

more cohesive.

The following are some common expressions for describing similarities and differences.

Describing similarities

Describing differences

Similarly ...
e Likewise ...

In the same way ...

In like manner ...

e .. thesameas ...

e .. also...

e In common with ...

e Xis similar to Y in that (they) ...
Xand Y are similar in that (they) ...

¢ One way in which Xis similar to Y is (that) ...

Another way in which X is similar to Y is (that) ...

e Nevertheless ...

e However ...

e |n contrast ...

e By contrast ...

e On the other hand ...
e On the contrary ...

e Unlike ...

e Even though + [sentence]
e Although + [sentence]

e Whereas + [sentence]
¢ While + [sentence]

Philosophy and Thoughts
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Class organization

Procedure Suggestions

Preparations Prepare Ss for the project in three aspects: structure, content and language.

Complete Step 1 and Step 2 on the Student Book. These two steps can be completed through group

Developing and discussion.

organizing ideas After these two steps, Ss should decide on three aspects to compare Socrates and Confucius. Ss can

follow the outline provided on the Student Book, but they can also compare in three other aspects.

Writing the script | Ss draft their speech after class.

Rehearsal an i [
ehearsal and Ss rehearse making the presentation.

review

¢ In case of an in-class demonstration, Ss are encouraged to speak based on an outline rather than
Giving the read out of their script.
presentation ¢ Questions are welcomed from the audience.

e As an alternative to an in-class demonstration, Ss could record and upload their presentations.

Suggestions for evaluation

Evaluation could be done by making comments or completing a checklist.
Checklist Score

1 My speech has a clear structure, i.e. a beginning, a body with clear points, and a conclusion.

2 1 have connected the parts with cohesive devices.

3 | have used the expressions I've learned from the texts.

4 | do not use difficult expressions, and if | do, | try to explain them in simple words.

5 | know my speech well enough to speak fluently.

6 | am speaking to the audience rather than reading out the script or reciting the script.

7 1 try to involve the audience in my speech, i.e. attracting their attention with questions, eye
contact, body movement, etc.

8 | have prepared for possible questions from the audience.

Sample presentation

Great minds think alike?
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Today I'm going to talk about two great thinkers, Socrates and Confucius,
two men with great minds. Both English and Chinese have a saying about great minds, “Great minds think alike”
and " HIEFTHEER .” Then do Socrates and Confucius think alike? | will try to compare the two great minds in
terms of their lives, thoughts and influence. Now let's get started.

Both Socrates and Confucius seemed to lead a meaningful and colorful life. As a young man, Socrates had been a brave
soldier fighting in a war. Confucius’ early life seemed to be equally difficult, since he had to earn his living at menial
tasks. After that, it seems that Socrates and Confucius followed different ways in their lives. In middle age, Socrates did
nothing but ask people questions in the marketplace. By contrast, Confucius tried all possible ways to achieve his dream.
For example, he had been a teacher, gathering young men to study his doctrines. He was also given an office in the
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government, although he did not have real power. When he saw that he could accomplish nothing, he resigned his
post and set off on travels to advocate his Way in other states. After that, he resumed his teaching.

Socrates and Confucius spent their lives in different ways, because they had different pursuits. Socrates spent his
whole life pursuing wisdom by asking questions. For Socrates, wisdom meant understanding the true nature of our
existence, including the limits of what we can know. He declared that if we do not think about what we are doing,
then life is not worth living. Therefore, he kept asking questions to himself and to others. By doing this, he helped
people understand such concepts as moral and courage and realize what they knew and what they didn’t. Socrates
would die rather than give up his pursuit of wisdom and truth.

Confucius, however, pursued common welfare, that is, the well-being of all the common people. During his times,
the common people lived a miserable and tragic life. Confucius could not tolerate these conditions and resolved to
devote his life to trying to right them. According to Confucius, in a natural and normal state of society men should
cooperate and the rulers should aim to bring about the welfare and happiness of all the common people. As | have
mentioned, he tried all possible methods to achieve this goal. He taught young men to promote his doctrines; he
worked in the government to put his teachings into practice; he also travelled around many states to find a ruler
who would use his Way.

Socrates and Confucius pursued different things, but both had great influence. Socrates laid the foundation of
Western philosophy. With him the subject really took off. However, the two thinkers have influenced the Western
tradition and the Chinese tradition in different ways. Following Socrates’ pursuit of truth and wisdom, Western
thinkers seemed to be more interested in studying the physical world. After Confucius, Chinese thinkers paid more
attention to interpersonal relationships.

Then, do great minds think alike? Well, they may have different pursuits, but they have the same devotion to their
pursuits. That is what | have learned about Socrates and Confucius. Thank you.

Comments

Content: Generally, this is a well-prepared report with rich content. The speaker has made good use of the
information from the two texts. The speaker introduces the topic with a well-known saying, “Great minds think
alike,” which can help attract the audience’s attention and organize the structure of the report. The three main
parts are all supported with details and examples (e.g. what Confucius did to achieve his goal). In the end, the
speaker concludes with a restatement of the saying.

Language: The speaker has managed to use the words and expressions from the two texts, e.g. “earn his living
at menial tasks,” “study his doctrines,” “give an office,” “accomplish nothing,” “resign his post,
teaching,” “the true nature of our existence,” “pursue common welfare,” and “the subject really took off.”
The speaker has also paraphrased some sentences from the text rather than simply copying them. For example,
“To young Confucius, these conditions were intolerable” is rephrased as “Confucius could not tolerate these

"ou "ou "o "o "ou

resume his

conditions.”

Structure: This report has a clear structure, which basically follows the outline provided by the textbook. The
cohesive devices within each paragraph are used skillfully. One way to improve this report is to make better use
of discourse markers between paragraphs. For example, the three major points (their lives, their philosophy and
their influence) are not markedly overtly, although the speaker has clear topic sentences.
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