1 Home and Family

Unit

PART I

Teaching Focus and Topic Exploration

Teaching Focus

TEXT A TEXT B

Theme

I Am Home

The Edge

Vocabulary

bored, labor, surroundings, fate,
depart, resume, replace, missing,

assure, renew, soul

reject, apologize, puzzle, confirm,
fasten, handwriting, jealous, blank,
flood

Phrases and

Expressions

find one’s way into; come up;
cross one’s mind; give/have a
shot (at); eat away at

apologize to someone for (doing)
something; be big on (something);
go to it; be jealous of; a flood of

Grammar

1) How to use the -ing participle as the subject and the -ing participle “being”

(“Focusing on Sentence Structure”)

2) How to avoid misplaced modifiers (“Basic Writing Skills™)

Writing

Writing e-mail messages (‘“Practical Writing”)

Topic Exploration

“East or west, home is best.” To explore the topic of “Home and Family,” you

can draw out the students’ own thoughts and feelings about being away from home,

encouraging them to compare their nostalgia (!l £ ~1f) with the writer’s. As a result,

the students will identify themselves with the writer and gain a deeper understanding

of the meaning of home.
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The two questions provided in “Exploring the Topic” in the Student’s Book are
designed to serve this purpose. For Question One, the following words may be of help:
grandparent, the apple trees in the backyard, the old clock by my bedside, my primary
school a few miles away, etc. For Question Two, you could give such hints as laughter
and joy, mutual trust, etc. As for the open question, you can refer to the Cloze Test
in Section B that describes the experience children have when leaving home to go to

summer camp.

PART 11

Understanding and Learning

Suggestions for Teaching Text A

Text A describes the unbreakable emotional ties of an American woman with her
home and her parents. The writer’s passionate love, as depicted in this text, may help
us to get rid of the misconception that American families have fallen apart because
of a lack of love between parents and their children. As we can see from the text, the
younger generations in the United States cherish (321#) their elder generations and
the same strong sentiments (&%) about home as our young people in China do. The
present text has thus provided a relatively comprehensive picture of today’s American
society.

To gain a better understanding of the text, the students’ attention should be drawn
to the striking contrast between the writer’s ever-changing life on the one hand, and
her love and loyalty (‘}1i5) to her home and her parents on the other hand. We can see
her feelings for her parents have remained unchanged throughout her life, no matter
how her surroundings have changed. This contrast reveals the unbreakable bond of
affection between the writer and her family.

In teaching this unit, you may provide the students with a form or a table that
summarizes the changes that have taken place in the writer’s life. Below is a sample

form for your reference:
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The Writer’s Different Life Experiences in the Three Different Places

Physical

Life on the Farm

There was lots of space

and lots to do.

Life in Arizona

The dry Arizona air
was good for her father;
the surroundings were

different and strange.

Life in Los Angeles

She approached her life
like an adventure. After
she achieved success,
she loved her job and
was treated like a queen.

Mental

There was lots of love;
she feels very close to
her family and very lucky

She felt excited and had
a lot of fun.

Slowly, a dark void
found its way into her
heart and began to eat

| T T —&— (T

Unit 1

to live on the farm.

away at her happiness.

You could also ask the students to draw up a form that describes the writer’s

changes at different stages in her life. The following is a sample for your reference:

The Changes the Writer Underwent at Different Stages in Her Life

Changes in the Writer’s Life Describing the Changes

Physical Changes She grew from a farm girl into a woman in a modern
city.
Geographical Changes She moved from her parents’ farm to Arizona, then

to Los Angeles, a big city in California.

Emotional Changes She felt close to her family and was never bored
with farm work.
She felt a void in her life in Los Angeles.

Finally, a sense of balance returned to her soul after

her parents moved to her new home.

What you can do is give the two forms to the students, with the main information
withdrawn. The students should discuss the forms, either during class or after class,
before they fill in the blank spaces. In checking with the students, you in fact help them
to grasp the message of the text, as well as enable them to master the useful words and

expressions in the text.

Text Structure

The whole text is a story about the experience of home. The narrator “I” had two

types of experience: the happy one and the sad one. When she was a child, she lived
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on a farm with her parents, and felt happy. Then, the family moved to Arizona, where
she still felt happy because she was still with her parents. When she grew up, she left
her father for Los Angeles, where she seemed to have done well. Not long after, her
mother left her and went back to her father. She lived alone. Though “treated like a
queen,” she felt “something was missing.” By and by she came to know “what I had
to do to be happy”—she went back to be with her parents, thus finding “the perfect

home.” The following chart may illustrate the narrator’s experience of home.

Happy experience (living with parents):
Living on a farm. (Paras. 1—3)

Living in Arizona. (Paras. 4—25)

\ 4

Sad experience (living alone):
Happy to have her mother. (Para. 6)
Lonely without her mother. (Paras. 7—9)

\ 4

Happy experience again (living with parents):
Finding the perfect home. (Para. 10)

Detailed Study of Text A

I Am Home

1. From gardening in the greenhouse to chasing our old goose, feeding the
goats to gathering the cattle, the word “bored” never found its way into

my vocabulary. (Para. 1)

")> “Feeding the goats to gathering the cattle” = “from feeding the goats to gather-
ing the cattle.” Note that the preposition “from” is omitted here.

chase
v.  follow rapidly in order to catch 1E8%; 154
The cat is chasing the rat that stole the cake. J7EiE3HAR Az T EREIRET .
Why do modern people chase material wealth? I A A28 K5 & 72
n.  [C] an act of chasing someone or something 182 ; £ fil]
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They gave chase to the enemy. fthf EHEA .
Honor is the noblest chase. ZR25 & 52 1EK
bored
adj. tired and uninterested RJi[1; AESHRIT
He is bored with swimming. At X7k S PR A
find one’s way into
be brought to; get into /A
Computers have found their way into millions of households. THLHLE #EN
TR
The word “boring” never finds its way into my study. T > MANEE] R4

2. The work for us was a labor of love. (Para. 1)

Meaning:

For us, this kind of physical labor is enjoyable.

labor
n. (labour BrE)
1) [U] effort or work, especially tiring physical work %% /J; 553
Building roads still involves manual labor. &350 &A% A 1555,
The garage charged us for parts and labor. YZEEE) ATk A M EAT-F
N T2
2) [U] workers, especially those who use their hands, considered as a
group or class " \; T ABiel
labor relations 77 %% JC A

||)> A labor of love is a set expression, indicating that a particular activity (e.g. gar-
dening in the greenhouse, gathering cattle, etc.) may be troublesome to other
people, but you take great care to do the work properly because you really enjoy
it—hence, to you, the work is a “labor of love.” For example:
For me, arranging books on the shelf every morning is a labor of love. %>k
Pi, BRI RIEH RSO R N ZE
Also note that the use of the indefinite article (/& 1)) “a” before the word
“labor”. Generally speaking, an abstract noun (Jfl1%:%415]) such as “labor” is not
preceded by “a.” Here, the use of “a” suggests “a kind of.” Compare the follow-
ing sentences:
The beauty of the scene fills us with enchantment. 1% H e 5t FA &k
The beauty of a mountain stream in autumn possesses an enchantment that is

universal. R ITHZESH —FR AN 2 G RII0E ) .
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3. When I was 12, though, something terrible happened that would change
my life forever. (Para. 3)

Meaning:

Yet, when | was 12, a terrible thing happened, which changed my life forever.

ll)> Note that the word “though” in the sentence is an adverb, equivalent to “how-
ever,” both in meaning and in grammatical function. It appears in the mid or
final, rather than initial position of a sentence.
“It is not useful. It’s pretty, though, isn’t it?” “IXZ/RKPR A2 74k, A,
XIRPIIRAE, e 7
“He said he would help me; he didn’t, though.” “fhiifth = #EF, TiEfhIf7%
TFEA”

")> Also note that the relative clause (5¢F M 1)) “that would change...” does not
follow its antecedent (4:177i) “something” (which is the subject in the sen-
tence) immediately so that the subject would not be too heavy.

4. My father suffered a serious heart attack and was diagnosed with heart
disease. (Para. 3)

Meaning:

My father had a serious heart attack and the doctor said it was due to heart disease.

attack
n. 1) [C] a sudden and usually severe period of illness 5 A&
I had a bad attack of flu at Christmas. &L ASRF IR T AL H .
He died after suffering a severe asthma attack. b2 "™ EEELGREHE 1.
2) [C; U] an act of trying to hurt or defeat somebody or something by
using force ik
Once again we came under attack from enemy planes. FKAf1X—K%
BIFHLN T o
Security will be increased after yesterday’s attack on the president.
WER G T 2 B g, Sk stk T8,
v.  try to hurt or defeat somebody or something by using force Xif;
The enemy attacked at night. &A1& [A] & shd
She was attacked while walking home late at night. MR AT IS 52 2]
=it
diagnose
v. discover the nature of a disease or fault by making a careful examina-

tion I (F0 ); Pl ([R))
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His illness was diagnosed as a terminal disease. b/ #IZ K NANIA 2 9E
The mechanics are engaged in diagnosing the fault in the engine. HUIT FAE
T2 R BB o

")> Take note that when the subject is “illness,” as is shown in the above sentence,
we use “diagnose as.” But when the subject is a person (such as “my father”),
as is found in our text, we say “diagnose with (a disease)” or “having/suffering

from (a disease).”

5. The doctors informed my dad that he would need to change his lifestyle
completely, which meant no more farming life. (Para. 3)

Meaning:
The doctors told my father that he would need to have a different lifestyle, and

this meant he had to stop working as a farmer.

ll}> which = that he would need to change his lifestyle completely

6. We were forced to sell our home and move west. (Para. 3)

Meaning:
The family had to sell the house and go to the western part of the country.

ll)> The word “west” is used as an adverb. Similar examples:
fight north and south FfiFItik
The window faces south. & J5fF .

7. While my surroundings were different and strange, they were also exciting
and fun. (Para. 4)

Meaning:
Although the environment was no longer familiar to me, it was full of excitement

and fun.

surroundings

n. (plural) everything that surrounds a place or person, especially that
which influences the quality of life JHEIFi¥; EftE; “UR
It’s important to work in friendly surroundings. 7% A4 1P TAER A2,
The house is situated in very pleasant surroundings. FJSPT 52k %A B AT
Wi

ll)> Compared with surroundings, the word “environment” seems to be more
strongly suggestive of the natural conditions, such as air, water, and land, in

which people and animals live.
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")> “Fun,” as an adjective, especially in American English, suggests providing
pleasure, amusement or entertainment. For example:

She is a fun person to be with. A AR A

“Funny” often suggests that something or somebody is laughable or ridiculous,
even unexpected, hard to understand, or strange. For example:

It’s a funny thing, but I put the book on the table five minutes ago, and now I

can’t find it! FAEE, AL PR PRA XSRS I, BAAERNRAT 7!
8. As fate would have it, my life would soon change again, and in a very

big way. (Para. 4)

Meaning:

As was determined by fate, my life would soon change again, and it would
change greatly.

fate

n. [U] the power or force that is supposed to be the cause of or in control
of all events, in a way that is beyond human control Xfy; fiyiz; i5%)
Fate was against me all the time. fyiz— EFIF AN
We mustn’t submit to fate. FiA TRASBENT A .

ll)> The word “fate” in the above sentences is used as an abstract noun, which re-
quires no article before it.

")> Also note the use of the pronoun “it”; this pronoun refers cataphorically (51X
J= i) to the following main clause: “my life would soon change...” Another
example:

As luck would have it, I won the million-dollar lottery. K< 3Eia > i,
T T E TR

In fact, “it” can also be used anaphorically ($5{XH7HiH ). For example:

Are you forty? You certainly do not look like it. #Rf540% T 7 & FEHANE,
Here, “it” refers back (that is, anaphorically) to the preceding sentence “You
are forty.”

in a big way
substantially; significantly K Adh; Tt
Shanghai has changed in a big way. |7 &4 TR KA,

His English has improved in a big way. /% 5eib /K AR IR T .

ll)> Study the following similar expressions using the word “way’:
in a small way /NIURHE,
in various ways Rl
in one way or another F £ FANR] 1 7572
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9. One day, a personal manager from Los Angeles came up to me and asked
if I had ever thought about being an actress. (Para. 5)

Meaning:

One day, a person in Los Angeles whose job was to manage the careers of
singers, actors, dancers, etc., approached me and asked me whether | had ever

wanted to choose actress as a career.

personal manager
people who manage the careers of singers, actors, dancers, athletes,
etc. (i.e. secure deals for them, get them in magazines, etc.) 41 A
The actress did not attend the press conference, but her personal manager did.
Bz it BRI F AR r s, Al Aok 1

ll)> Please note that a “personal manager” is entirely different from a “personnel
manager” ( \F5HT).

come up
come near, especially by walking; approach EiT; 2T
Come up here; you will see better. =LK, RATULEEIERE A
The small boat is coming up to the ship. /MEBIT T A

10. The idea had never crossed my mind. (Para. 5)

Meaning:
| hadn't ever thought of the idea.

cross one’s mind
come into one’s thoughts (175 ) itk Al
It didn’t even cross my mind that he would marry that girl. F& % 5 AH b
SN
Henry confessed it was something that hadn’t crossed his mind before. =7

HE RS BRI H

11. After talking it over with my parents, we decided that my mother and I
would move to Los Angeles for a while and give it a shot. (Para. 5)

Meaning:
After having a talk with my parents over the matter, we decided that my mother

and | would live in Los Angeles for a while and have a try at my being an actress.

ll)> Please notice that the logic subject (1Z#f 15 ) of “talking” is “I.”
it = being an actress
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give/have a shot (at)
(informal) try to do or achieve something, especially something diffi-
cult (AFIERUTE) 20t
(Here “shot” is a noun meaning a chance or attempt at doing something.)
Let me have a shot at it. 3.
I'll give a shot at catching the train. F¢GRESH FiXk Y4,

12. Thank goodness my mother was right by my side from the very start.
(Para. 6)

Meaning:
It was a good thing (that) my mother lent her support to me right from the beginning.

")> The sentence can be understood as “Thank goodness that my mother...”
Thank goodness

Thank God! (¥ KUl )
")> Goodness is a substitute for God in such exclamations as Goodness knows! (God
knows! K553 1) For goodness’ sake! (For God’s sake! G 7F£ ASSHIM 1 11)
be/stand by one’s side
stand or be on the same side; show support to or demonstrate solidarity
with BfE—ill; SCFF
Ours is a just cause and all peace-loving people are by our side. {5l
SEIEX RN, B 2R rg AR E AR T—10,
The woman stood by her husband’s side through all of his financial difficulties.
B L NAE A ST R AE I — B SCHRefth
from the very start
right from the beginning —J14
He was opposed to this proposal from the very start. th )\ —F-4R58 50X~
P
The plan was wrong from the very start. X 1[4l —H 450 T .

13. Together, we approached it like an adventure. (Para. 6)

Meaning:
Together, we treated the possibility of becoming an actress as something exciting.
(Or: We decided to make the best of this challenging situation.)

approach

v. 1) begin to deal with or work on %&F; JTUfisbHE
The problem can be approached from different angles. X111 A] DL A
[P A R AR

10
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Young people should approach life with caution and calm. 52 A 24770
AN AT
2) come near or nearer (to) in space, time, quality, or quantity =1U1; FEiT
He is easily approached. fhiE>}- 551 A .
The National Holiday is fast approaching. [E[JCRERZR] T,
ll)> it = (the possibility of) being an actress
adventure
n. 1) [C] a journey, experience, etc. that is strange, exciting, and often dan-
gerous HGIEEN (2)7); Ak
Almost every American child has read the novel The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer. JUPE—AEEVNZEE L (i - 200 ) XA/ N .
In my opinion, no detective story exceeds The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes. fkIF, SH— AN NRERE (EHT - F/RBEIRSE ).
2) [U] excitement, e.g. in a journey or activity; risk F[%:; X%
He’s always had a thirst for adventure. b H 5 SUE AR A1
The trip to the city was an adventure for her. PHES I E—XK HIK .

14. ... my mother and I both decided that it was time for her to depart and
resume her life in Arizona. (Para. 6)

Meaning:
.. my mother and | both decided that it was time for her to leave and go back

to Arizona to continue her life there.

depart
v. 1) leave or go away, especially when starting a journey ZJ1; JFfE
The train to New York departed slowly from the platform. Z-2[21) k7%
IREIT T HE.
The couple departed in tears. X475 AETHE HI .
2) turn away from or stop following (a usual course of action, way of
thinking, etc.) 152 (HHS:
On this occasion, the company departed from its normal practice of hold-
ing the meetings in public. X—KAF—E M, AAATATE1,
resume
v. 1) begin again after a pause ( 15 ) TUFT/TUf; 4Kk
“Resume” and “continue” share the meaning of “going on with something”
or “going on doing something” (4AZi 557 ), but the former emphasizes
the idea of an interruption of something (-2 [JH1lT). Also, just like the

verbs “depart” and “leave,” the verb “resume” is more formal than ‘““continue.”

11
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The students resumed their discussion after the teacher left. FZIfE )5,

FHARSAMAIPE

They claimed that they could not resume peace talks until all their requests

were satisfied. ] TR PRAEBCA R A I A IEOR 2 BTASIRE PR P
2) take again T i

The audience were asked to resume their seats to watch the game after the

rain had stopped. 55, WEOHE ER TR 2] £ AR A TR

15. The little girl from the farm was disappearing and being replaced by a
woman in the big city. (Para. 6)

Meaning:

| was changing from a little farm girl to a woman in the big city.

")> the little girl = the “I” in the story
replace

v. 1) take the place of Hf%; &

No one can replace George as forward in the next round. 7F F—#HJEb 5%
HEA NREBUR TR BRI AT B

Private cars are replacing bicycles in big cities. 7F K3, K F LA
A EEpRIE

2) put (something) back in the right place 4{%:--- [l 54l

Please replace the newspapers after reading them. 7 524RAG 1A AL
Please replace the books on the shelves when you have finished with them.

A, w4

16. Slowly, a dark void found its way into my heart and began to eat away at
my happiness. (Para. 7)

Meaning:
By and by, my heart was filled with a miserable emptiness that continuously

destroyed my happiness.

void
n. (singular)
1) a feeling of emptiness or loss 75 ; Joi& ik
The death of the old man’s son left a void in his life. & A\ JLTHIAET 45 h
FAETE B T B2 O Ik
Her mother’s leaving left a void in the actress’ life. R} E 45 40 b
FIAETE B T e 2 e o

12
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2) a deep empty space #3fi; Zs4hb
The ground began to shake and a sudden void opened underneath his
feet. KIITUARRSD, FEME P IRIRHBL—1E R4
adj. 1) empty of; without; lacking %311
That part of town is void of interest to the visitors. 7 & 1ZI I HBE >
2) lacking legal force A TEARIN
null and void JCIAHUIY; o
The unequal treaty was declared null and void. ANV-25 4% 2085 & 11 030
eat away (at)
consume {Z7l; THFE
The river had eaten away the banks. JH[7K{=4h [ 7] £,
Rust has eaten away the hinge. {55 2.
ll)> The preposition “at” implies an on-going process that is not yet complete.
This phrase can be used both figuratively and literally. In the text, it is used
figuratively.

17. I tried to remember when I was happiest. (Para. 8)

ll)> The “when” clause is the object of the verb “remember.” The sentence can
be understood as “I tried to remember the time when I was happiest.” Try to

distinguish it from the context in which the when clause is used as an adverbial
clause:

I was trying to remember who the person in front of me was when he started to

speak. FTE(ERPEIZ T HON M AR, IF R0 T <

18. I knew what I had to do to be happy. (Para. 8)

Meaning:

| knew what | needed to do if | wanted to be happy.

ll)> The infinite phrase (A~ E AT 1) “to be happy” functions as an adverbial of
purpose ( HJIRiE) in this sentence. “To be happy” is part of the main clause,
not part of the relative clause.

19. I’m buying a place out here... (Para. 9)

Meaning:
| am going to buy a house in this area (probably in the suburbs, not in the
city)...

13
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")> Pay attention to the use of the present progressive aspect in this sentence. It
suggests that the action denoted by the predicate verb “buy’” will happen in the

future, rather than at the present time. The verbs in the following sentences are
all in the progressive aspect to indicate future action:
Dinner is ready. We are having fish for dinner. Wpi/ESSAf 1, FeA ANz,
I’m spending my holiday in Japan this year. =3B H AR

")> Also pay attention to the adverb “out”; it indicates that the speaker is quite a
distance from her current home and renders the sentence more sentimental.
While the omission of this word would not alter the meaning of the sentence

significantly, it would change the feel of the sentence.

20. My father wasn’t too keen on the idea of being back in the rat race, but
I assured him that this time it would be nothing like that. (Para. 9)

Meaning:
My father didn't like the idea of resuming a busy, competitive life, but | promised

him that this time things would be an entirely different situation.

be keen on
(of a person) have a strong active interest in doing something ( A ) #k;
WEE (L)
He is keen on going abroad. b5 =2 Hi[E .
Nowadays many young people are dead keen on pop music. {125 ik
FTATE R o

rat race
a difficult, tiring, often competitive activity or routine ( [FIXfE1), & A\J%
T ST ER) W EhEk H R e HE
Sometimes I feel like my life has become a rat race—running from one place
to the next and never really getting anywhere. 3T Felh 1A% T4
ar—— MR Ak, TR
As soon as you have kids, you join in the never-ending rat race with the rest
of us parents. {F—HA T+, BMEIMABTA XN NACEEHTTAI, 145
RN

assure

vt. 1) inform positively and with certainty and confidence fiiffif5
He assured me that there was nothing serious to report. [T RUFAAIT
B REARE
John assured Alice confidently that she is sound and well. 25 H {5 i)
G LA TRl oy ] o= A8

14
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2) make certain of Tffiff
Nothing can assure permanent happiness. %431+ GEHATR K AR
We booked early to assure ourselves of seats. Tl VST ZEPLHRAT 57 1o
n)> it = things (or the situation)
21. So we began looking for a place just like I remember growing up in.
(Para. 9)
Meaning:
So we began looking for a place just like THE ONE | remember growing up in.
22. Then one day we found it: the perfect home, nestled in a warm and sunny
valley with pear trees in the yard. (Para. 10)
Meaning:
Then one day we found the place: the perfect home, which was located in a
warm and sunny valley with pear trees in the yard.
nestle
v. 1) (cause to) settle or lie in a close comfortable position ( {ifi ) %71 Hh%
TRk (i) fiRAK
The child nestles himself in his mother’s breast. %1 AE Bl 3E T H .
The baby nestles its face close to its mother’s. 22 LI I EEZ RO |
2) lie half-hidden #i
The cottage nestles itself amongst the trees. /N IR AHT,
23. The move renewed my family’s happiness... a sense of balance returned
to my soul. (Para. 10)
Meaning:
This action restored my family’s happiness... | regained peace in the depth of
my heart.
ll)> The move = the action, i.e. buying a house and asking my parents to live with me
renew
v. 1) give new life and freshness to fifi------ 4 ; fifi----- - 3R 4
After recovering from her illness, the old lady felt renewed. X1/ A AKfE
TR AL G AT —FIR AT AR
2) replace (something old) with something new of the same kind ¥ #;
S
15
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Water in the tank must be renewed every two weeks. EFEF /K FH A K
You must renew the library books if they are due. X435 2IMAR/RIGEAE
3) repeat (an action) FHTiH (HAFTED)
The army renewed their attack at dawn. 7B\ BRI /3 BT I
The father and son renewed their correspondence. 3EFL RS 115 .
soul
n. [C] the part of a person that is not the body and is thought not to die;
the central or most important part of a person; the quality that makes a
person human A#l; R
He is the soul of our team. At & FA TAIEA R 3.
Public employees must serve taxpayers (with) their heart and soul. 2355 D144

DA DA AR o

24. 1 was home, again. (Para. 10)

ll)> Note that the comma is used to add emphasis. For example:
He said he would never be late, but he was late this time, again. fth it Tth

AZIRE T, HXRM GRS T .

Suggestions for Teaching Text B

Text B and Text A share both similarities and dissimilarities. Like Text A, the
message the writer wishes to get across in Text B is that all the members in her family
love and care for each other, in spite of their different attitudes about life and different
pursuits (i53K) in life. As we can learn from the text, it was out of love and care that
the writer’s father was strongly opposed to her plan of going to Israel. Similarly, the
writer’s sister drove her to the airport in spite of the risk of angering their father if he
should find out. At the end of the text, the sister revealed her sympathy for the writer’s
pursuits in life and expressed her understanding and love for the writer, although the
two sisters had entirely different lifestyles.

However, unlike Text A, Text B devotes much space to the description of the
differences within the family, and even the conflicts among the members of the
family. The main character in this story, also a young American woman, does not gain
the understanding of her family because of her different ways of living. Therefore,
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although “war” is mentioned in the beginning of the text, the writer indicates that she
had “heard the same things all (her) life.”

Yet, in spite of all this, you should bear in mind that the main theme of the text
is to demonstrate the familial affinity (< i£[¥J>%%%), rather than familial conflict. The
students would be misled if their attention were drawn mainly to the generation gap
between the father and the daughter.

Just like the teaching of Text A, you are advised to draw out the students’
experience in overcoming differences with their parents in the past. You can ask the
students to talk about their parents. Are their parents democratic? Do their parents
respect their views and their wishes? What would their parents do in situations where
they found themselves disagreeing with their children? How are the differences
solved? If you find any student who has touching stories about how they and their
parents overcame their differences after a “quarrel,” you could ask them to share their

stories with the entire class.

Detailed Study of Text B
The Edge

1. The Edge (Title)

n)> There is a common expression in English used to describe the lifestyle of
someone who enjoys risk: living on the edge. So, in this case, the text is de-

scribing how the woman is off to a dangerous land (at least in her family’s
mind), and the use of “the edge” could be referring to her lifestyle and her love
of risks and challenges. As well, “the edge” could be referring to the risk her
sister took in telling her how proud of her she is, as this is something not nor-
mally done in their family. While there are perhaps a few interpretations that
could be made, the basic one is that the title refers to the writer’s desire to take

risks, especially in the eyes of her rather reserved family.

2. When these “discussions” took place, my sister, Kristy, would always try
to break the tension. (Para. 2)

Meaning:
When we had these so-called “discussions” (or when the quarrel started), my sister

would always try to do something to prevent the situation from becoming tense.
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tension

n. [C; U] an anxious, untrusting, and perhaps dangerous situation in the
relationship between people, countries, etc. X5k KA
Some people don’t like the tensions of life in a big city. %8 A AR
BRI
People of the world hope to see the easing of racial tensions in that region.

SR AT B2 B2 X K RO SR AT RIS

3. It’s not dangerous and it’s still overseas. (Para. 2)

Meaning:

It is safe there, yet it is nonetheless a foreign country (just as Israel is).

4. Irejected the idea of England because it was not exciting enough. (Para. 3)

Meaning:
| refused to accept my sister’s suggestion of going to England because England

would not provide me with the same exciting experiences (as Israel would).

reject
v.  refuse to accept, consider or use TH4aFE
She rejected my suggestion. JFE4E [ F I,
If women of childbearing age reject red meat, they will be at great risk of losing

iron. HECIANRIENZZLN, A RRNE KGR

5. My sister and I are three and a half years apart in age, but a world apart
in the way we live our lives. (Para. 4)

Meaning:
My sister and | were born only three and a half years apart, but our lifestyles
could not be more different.

")> The adverb “apart” is generally used to denote physical distance between two
objects, people, etc. For example:

The wife and the husband live apart. S JCRIZE 20 .
It may also be used figuratively:
Any agreement is not likely, as the two sides in the dispute are a long way
apart. SHERU SR, FATTAEEMATATHL.
a world apart
worlds apart; greatly different K13
The twins are a world apart/worlds apart in personality, though identical in
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6. I’ve spent most of my adult life apologizing to my family for being different,
for embarrassing them by something I wear, something I do or something
I say. (Para. 4)

Meaning:
Since I've become an adult, | feel I've had to say “I'm sorry” to my family all the

time for what | wear, do, and say.

apologize

v.  (apologise BrE) say one is sorry, e.g. for having done something wrong,
or for causing pain or trouble 1if; WE
He apologized for his lateness. {432 %] i
I must apologize to you for not answering your letter in time. F&/%A4 MINH{35,
FRARIEIK

7. Essentially, they think I’m a nut. (Para. 4)

Meaning:

All'in all, they think I'm sort of crazy.

essentially
adv. in reality, though perhaps not in appearance; basically ZA<Jii |5 A |-
Essentially, men and women are equal in intelligence. 534 %77 | SR 5
AR b,
nut
n. 1) [C] a person who is or seems to be mad Jx( [; A
He’s a bit of nut. b2/ DA SRR
There is some nut out there with a gun. LA, FHEEI,
2) [C] a dry fruit with a kernel (=seed) surrounded by a hard shell %5
The crust of a nut is harder than that of a peanut. "W 517 AL 72
X
3) [C] a difficult thing, person to deal with DI A E A
The problems were a hard nut to crack, but we managed to cope. X4t (A

RORT, (BEAIEZENAN TR T .

8. I think I puzzle her—she just can’t seem to figure me out. (Para. 5)

Meaning:

| think | am a mystery to her—she just can’t understand me.
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puzzle
v. 1) make (someone) feel helpless and uncertain in the effort to understand
something i (FEA ) JEZIAR; kR
It puzzled me that they never answered the phone. il TAEEHLIE, X (T
JERBAS AR
2) make a great effort of the mind in order to find an answer to a question
AR PR 1 i
They are puzzling their wits all day long. fthf] A= A
Scientists are puzzling over the results of the drug research. F}25 [FAF
FAEIX AT,
n. [C] something one cannot understand or explain £l ; XEffE > 3
Their son is a puzzle to them. J| XA RISk
The reasons for his action have remained a puzzle to historians. th 5112 K0

KR TEY, DA WHIR IR AR

9. My family is not big on emotional goodbyes, so with a “Go to it, tiger”
and a quick “I love you, too,” my sister was gone. (Para. 8)

Meaning:

My family does not like to show emotions on occasions, like saying goodbye.
After saying “Good luck, my brave girl” (or “have fun”) and “I love you, too,”
my sister left.

be big on (something)
enjoy (something) =X
I am not big on hot temperatures. FXAE RS
Many girls are not big on football. TRZ 22 ANEMLEK .

» Go to it = Good luck
“Go to it, tiger” is an expression one would use in a very casual setting, like at
a baseball game, to wish someone good luck. It simply means “good luck” or
“have fun” or “You can do it!” However, in this text, the speaker, having made
reference to how unemotional her family tends to be, gives us this example of
“Go to it, tiger” to reveal just how awkward her sister must have been feeling.
To clarify: This situation is NOT a casual one (like a baseball game), as the
woman is leaving for a dangerous country. Yet, the sister’s inappropriate
casual comment does not serve to show that she doesn’t care—indeed, quite
the opposite. It conveys how hard this must be for her, and not being one to
show emotion, she gives a casual remark like “Go to it, tiger” instead. This “Go
to it, tiger” implies a lot of unspoken emotions, based on how the speaker has
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described her family.
tiger
n. 1) [C] a person like a tiger in fierceness, courage, etc. 5RIFMA; e
He is a tiger for work. b5 241 L
2) [C] a very large fierce Asian cat that has yellowish fur with black
bands J%; &%
The jungle is home to the tiger. MMUEE RIS .
The hunters followed the tiger’s trail. Jf AFRER¥ FE Ak

10. I was sad because this just confirmed for me that she didn’t understand.
(Para. 8)

Meaning:
| was sad because the way she’d said “goodbye” to me made it quite clear
that, | felt, she still did not understand me.

ll)> The word “this” refers to what has been described in the previous sentence;
that is, the way she’d said “goodbye” to me.

confirm

v. 1) give support or certainty to (a fact, belief, etc.), e.g. by providing more
proof or by stating that something is true or correct UF3; JF— LA
I'd like to confirm a reservation for a double room on the first of July. F%%¢
X7 HTHIOT S5 AT
I'd like to confirm what the financial arrangements were. FEAEHF— A
B HERI TS DL

2) give formal approval to (a person, agreement, position); agree to;

ratify ftt/fE; AN
The senate confirmed the president’s nomination. Z-iXSeflbifE T R 8E 4.
The general manager confirmed my plan for promotion. SZFHbAE [T
OHESS Tl

11. I checked in and fastened myself into the plane seat. (Para. 9)

Meaning:
| went through security, got on the plane, and sat down in my seat with the
safety belt tightened around me.

fasten
v.  make or become firmly fixed or closed Zi'%; A%
I fastened the pages together with a paperclip. T JH—40kATHS) L 14t

+
—,
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How can I fasten these pieces of wood together? /52 A ARAMIX LR SAHFL
j:a;lé?
KT

12. There, along with my passport, visa, and other important documents,
was a small white envelope with “Kathy” written on it in my sister’s
handwriting. (Para. 9)

Meaning:
In the bag, | saw my passport, visa, other important documents, and a small
white envelope. On the envelope there was the word “Kathy,” written by my sister.

")> Please notice the inversed order of the sentence.

13. After I read the writing on the inside, I realized that my sister—who I
had decided just couldn’t understand—actually did. (Para. 10)

Meaning:

After | read what my sister had written inside (the envelope), | began to see
that my sister did, in fact, understand me, although | had believed up to that
point that this would never happen.

")> The clause introduced by “who... just couldn’t understand” that is separated
by a dash (B{4/7%5) can be regarded as an embedded relative clause (AR
< Z M 1)). This clause, on the one hand, functions as the post-modifier of the
noun “‘sister,” but on the other hand, it is the object of the verb “had decided.”
A similar example:

She has an adopted child who she says was an orphan. Is% | —1~ZF,
it e — UL,

Here, the embedded relative clause “who... was an orphan” functions as a
post-modifier of the noun phrase “adopted child.” Yet, at the same time, it is the
objective clause (F£i5 M 11]) of the verb “says.”

")> “Did” stands for “understood.” The subject of “did” is “my sister.” The subject
“my sister” and the predicate “actually did” are separated by the clause “who I
had decided couldn’t understand.”

14. It seemed there was a small part of her that was jealous of what I was
doing. (Para. 10)

Meaning:
No matter how happy she said she was for me, | could see she felt some envy
toward my accomplishments—even if she tried her best to fight it.
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")> The writer is basically saying that she could tell that her sister was happy for
her, but that there were some feelings of envy—the “small part of her” refer-

ence leads the readers to believe that her sister was trying her best not to let
this envy overtake her happiness for the writer.
jealous
adj. 1) wanting what others have f1J:1]; J5E1
Her colleagues are jealous of her success. fif[R] 95 e S bt sl 2
2) envious WURAY; BRY; NZHEHY
The two sisters were bitterly jealous of Cinderella. X - GH G i 0 = /K
Gl

ll)> Note that although “jealous” and “envious” are synonyms and interchangeable
in certain contexts, the former is usually considered as a more unpleasant feel-

ing than the latter. Compare the following pair:

a) Tom has a nice family. I'm envious of him, indeed. 7 — N EMINZK
JE , PRI

b) Tom has a good job, of which Jack is very jealous because he thinks he
should have gotten it. HIA—Mlf T4E, Xl AR I =, KA
WA ZAAF R X A3 T A

15. The card was blank except for what my sister had written. (Para. 10)

Meaning:

There was nothing but my sister’s writing on the card.

blank
adj. 1) (of a surface) not written or printed 751
He tore a blank page from his notebook. fth M\ 104 F4li F— 1 4%,
We could put some of the pictures over on that blank wall over there. F&1/]
RIPAE IR ) 28 5 L —2e ],
2) void of expression JC#& |1
She stood there with a blank stare. b AN E, FESREFNE
My mind went completely blank and I forgot what I was supposed to be doing.
B E RN T, dERARE A 2 EAEK 1
n. [C] a space left to be filled in a document %3
Please fill in these blanks in the form. E{I#A% 1 2s (IAS ]
except for
apart from; with the exception of [ [ -+ ZAh
W Note that although both “except for” and “except” can be translated as “[4: 7 7 in
Chinese, the difference between them is noticeable, as is shown in the following

pair of sentences:
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a) All except Tom are here. [ T iU, KEHLT .

b) Your composition is good except for a few mistakes here and there. R
TESCERRGES, BR T A 2R

In a), “except” is used because Tom and “all” are of equal status. “Except” im-
plies that a part is “subtracted” from the whole. In b), the word “mistakes” that
follows “except for” is not of equal status to “composition.” The “except for”
phrase partially negates or revises the proposition of the sentence (the compo-
sition is good).

Occasionally, “except” and “except for” are interchangeable: Except for/Except
John, the whole class passed the exam ([RZJE4h, 2PEENET T #3:). The
use of “except for,” however, is restricted to the context in which it occurs

before a noun or a pronoun.

16. I really admire you for experiencing life in such a full way. (Para. 11)

Meaning:

You have won my heartfelt respect because you dare to lead an exciting life.

17. That day, my sister, for one brief moment, showed me a side of herself
that she had never shown before. (Para. 15)

Meaning:
That day, my sister briefly revealed one aspect of her personality/character that

had never been revealed before.

u)> a side of = an aspect of —~J5f

18. Or maybe I had never looked deeply enough. (Para. 15)

Meaning:
Or perhaps | had not thought of the matter (whether my sister really under-

stood me or not) hard enough.

19. With a flood of tears running down my face, I turned and looked out of
the window. (Para. 15)

Meaning:
Tears ran down my face, and | turned away from the letter and looked out of

the window.
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flood

n. 1) [C] a very large number of things or people that arrive at the same time
The UN appealed for help with the flood of refugees crossing the border.
KERMER LA A, SIS )

2) [C] the covering with water of a place that is usually dry; a great over-
flow of water 7K%¢; K
A heavy flood caused the bridge to collapse; no one could cross the river
without boats. — I RKBLKIFRME T, BAME AR T .
v. 1) (cause to) be filled or covered with water ( i ) H/KHEI%
The houses were flooded roof-deep. 1XUE 511 = T H/KHERE 1.
2) cover or spread into completely; overflow 7¢iifi; ok
Letters of congratulation flooded in after his research findings were reported
in the newspaper. BANFFEHCR WIS, KA ZE /KR ITE .
a flood of
a large quantity of K E[1)
a flood of people JXI7iHFY A
She received a flood of letters after the accident. HHH5/5, @bl T KRS,

20. As the plane backed out of the gate, I saw her lips say “I love you. ”
(Para. 15)

Meaning:
Just as my plane was moving away from the gate backwards and was on the

point of taking off, | caught a glimpse of my sister as she mouthed the words “I
love you” to me.

ll)> When the plane is stationary on the airport ground, it is in contact with the
lounge, so to speak, by the gangway. Therefore, “out of the gate” in the text

suggests that the plane was out of touch with the gate of the lounge where her
sister was watching her. “Gate” here is translated as “*&/1I-1”. When horses
race, for instance, we say that they are “out of the gate” as soon as the race be-
gins; that is, they have left the gate and are on their way along their designated
path. We also say The car was backing out of the driveway (734=MH T ZE1
AR HIK).

21. ... I knew she really did. (Para. 15)

Meaning:

... | knew she really loved me; she meant it.

ll)> Here, “did” refers to “love” in the preceding sentence.
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Suggestions for Teaching Section C

In teaching Section C, you are supposed to have two basic things in mind: the
layout and the writing of an e-mail.

It is highly advisable to present some illustrations (both in Chinese and English)
to the students when you talk about the outline of the e-mail.

Then you may proceed to talk about some guidelines for writing e-mail messages.
The following is only for reference.

Guidelines for Writing E-mail Messages

1. Message Addresses

1. Be careful when addressing your e-mail. There are addresses that may go to a group,
but the address looks like it is just one person. Know to whom you are sending each
message.

2. Watch cc’s when replying. Don’t continue to include the people irrelevant if the mail
has become a two-way conversation.

3. Verify all addresses before initiating a long or personal discourse.

II. Message Content

1. Think first! Remember that the other person cannot see your face or hear your voice
and therefore cannot determine the emotional context of the message. Sarcasm (i
[ i) can easily be misinterpreted.

2. Be careful with upper case. Upper case looks as if you’re shouting, which may be
considered rude.

3. Be brief without being overly terse. When replying to a message, include enough
original material to be understood, but no more. It is extremely bad form to reply
to a message by including the entire previous message; edit out all the irrelevant
material.

II1. Attachments & the Size of E-mails

Know how large a message you are sending. Including large files such as
postscript files or programs may make your message too large to deliver or at least
consumes excessive resources. A good rule of thumb would be not to send a file larger

than 50 kilobytes. Consider file transfer as an alternative, or cutting the file into smaller
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chunks and sending each as a separate message. In the rare cases where it is necessary
to send a large file, keep in mind that the UXB Internet Servers will not accept e-mail
messages larger than 3 megabytes.

IV. Instructions for Sending and Receiving an E-mail

Sending an E-mail

1. Open the Outlook Express by double clicking on the icon on your desktop or click
on Start/Programs/Internet Explorer/Outlook Express.

2. Click on the Compose Message icon at the top left of the window.

3. You will now have the Mail Message window appear on screen, as shown below.

( From: h
To:
Cec:
Subject:
Date:
N\ W,

In order to send the message successfully, you will need to fill in the following
pieces of information:

To: Type the e-mail address of the person you are sending the message to. The
address must be typed in correctly or the message will not reach them. A typical
address will look something like this: somebody @lincsat.com.

Cc: Carbon copy recipients will receive a copy of the message you are sending.
Enter their addresses in this field.

Bcee: Blind carbon copy recipients will also receive a copy of the message, but
their names will not appear in the message header so they can remain anonymous.

Subject: The title of your message—the first part that the recipient will see on
their screen.

Attachments:

If you want to attach a file to your e-mail message, simply follow these instructions:

1. Click on the Paper Clip icon at the top of the window and a new window will

appear.

2. Select the file from your hard disk that you wish to add as an attachment. The

name of the file will appear in the File name box.
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3. Click on the Attach button. The attached file will appear as an icon at the
bottom of your message. If you receive messages with such icons attached,
simply double click on them to open the files.

4. To send the message, click on the Send button. If you are not connected to the
Internet, your message will go to your Outbox. The message will not be sent
until you connect to the Internet again and click on the Send and Receive icon

at the top of the Outlook Express window.

Receiving an E-mail

To collect your messages, simply open the Outlook Express and click on the Send
and Receive button on the top of the window. This will automatically connect you to
the Internet and will download any message that are waiting for you on your server. At

the same time, any messages in your Outbox will be sent.

V. Making E-mail Content Effective

1. Personalize your e-mail message
The opening salutation of your e-mail message provides an excellent opportunity to
demonstrate to the recipient that you know who they are. E-mail messages that do
so immediately gain a level of acceptance that is otherwise impossible to obtain.
Message personalization can be as simple as including the name of the recipient
in the salutation. If, for some reason, this information is not available when you
send the e-mail message, consider using a salutation that reflects the customer’s
relationship with your organization. For example, “Dear (product) user” or simply
“Dear Sir” clearly establishes the company-client relationship in the mind of the
recipient.

2. Keep the message content brief and to the point
Many of those who receive e-mail regularly are busy people, and this is especially
true during business hours. When these people receive lengthy e-mail messages, they
are simply more prone to push it aside, sometimes with the intention of returning to
it later.

3. Establish good e-mail etiquette guidelines
Strive to ensure that your e-mail message content follows common e-mail etiquette
guidelines.
For example, you should never write e-mail messages (including subjects) in ALL
CAPS. It’s also wise to avoid sending e-mail attachments to customers unless you're
confident that they will be well received.
Attachments can be burdensome for the recipient to download and provide

additional risks related to virus contamination. Further, attachment file formats are
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not typically universal.

4. Focus on a single subject
Since you don’t wish to contact your customers via e-mail very frequently, it may
be tempting when developing e-mail message content to tell the customer about
everything you’re doing at the moment. Resist this temptation!
Never forget that, in general, your readers are busy people with short attention
spans. They will likely have sufficient time and interest to digest only a single

message from you at a time.

PART I11

Key to Exercises

Reading Out

1) grew up 2) greenhouse 3) feeding 4) gathering
5) into 6) labor

Getting the Message

1. She wrote in Paragraph 1 that “the word ‘bored’ never found its way into my
vocabulary” and that “the work was a labor of love.”

2. Her father suffered a serious heart attack and was diagnosed with heart disease.

3. She felt them, on the one hand, different and strange, and on the other, exciting and
fun.

4. Because she decided to take on her career as an actress in Los Angeles.

5. They decided that it was time for her mother to go back to Arizona and resumed her
life there.

6. She meant that for some reason or other she began to feel unsatisfied with her
life in Los Angeles and that no matter what she tried, she could not get rid of this
feeling of emptiness.

7. She found out the cause of her unhappiness by recalling when she was happiest and
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asking herself what was important to her.

8. It was nestled in a warm and sunny valley with pear trees in the yard.

Using the Right Word

1. has assured 2. missing 3. resume 4. greenhouse

5. labor

6. departing 7. surroundings 8. fate

Working with Expressions

1. from

5. from

2.up 3.As 4. through
6. with 7.on 8. as

Focusing on Sentence Structure

1.

Passing math tests was never difficult for me.

2. Helping you was a great pleasure for me.

Seeing you back home was a great joy to me.

. It has been hard for me to adjust to the idea of being a junior clerk.

2. His illness accounted for his not being here yesterday.

. According to the passage, the writer’s diving gave him a sense of being suc-

cessful.

Translating

—

. What do you think one can do to be a happy person?

Since she left Shanghai and resumed her country life last year, a void has
found its way into my heart.

. It didn’t even cross my mind that he would win the first prize.

. 1 grew up in a big city, so the rat race is no longer new to me.

Lo Agigt, FerOH A T — MBI 2SR, T A IR SE A

FACEA R BIABFMRAE AT A AE 268, (AR A RIE, 1X—K
X G ITANFR
BoeamsiZAlE, FRAERRPOC A T2, i HRE R,

4. THIMEA—HE T, BREBA4:, (RN SEI A ORA R,
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Using Topic-related Terms

1) replace 2) grown up 3) moved 4) surroundings
5) void 6) missed 7) fill

Basic Writing Skills

With a beating heart, I opened my mouth for the doctor.

Driving along the road, we noticed several dead animals.

Fred spent nearly three hours in the office.

Books with hard covers don’t sell well in the bookstores.

Joan put aside in her savings the fifty dollars she had earned over the weekend.
Newspapers all over the world reported that the plane had landed safely.

Ann returned to the supermarket the milk that had gone bad.
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Sue carried on her arm her coat, which she had just bought the other day.

Getting the Message

1. A. In Paragraph 1, the father said to the writer that there was a war in Israel.

2. C. Paragraph 2 says that when there was a quarrel in the family, “my sister, Kristy,
would always try to break the tension.”

3. D. Paragraph 4 says that the writer takes too many risks and loves adventures.

4. D. At the end of the text, the writer realizes that her sister does understand her.
This shows that the writer understands her sister, too.

5. B. From the text we can see the family actually understand the writer, though they

don’t express it clearly.

Using the Right Word

1. passport 2. fasten 3. blank 4. reject

5. neat 6. confirm 7. document 8. admire

Working with Expressions

1. over 2. apart 3. for 4. out
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5. except for 6. to... for 7. along with 8. out of
Cloze
I.B 2.A 3.C 4B 5B 6A 7.B 8A 9.C 10.A

Jackson He; jhe @sina.com.
sw347@cam.ac.uk

Sat, August 10, 2013

A e

B | 1) sw347@cam.ac.uk
3) wwjohn@online.sh.cn
5) open-ended
7) no questions
9) good

11) have a market investigation

LA 2.A 3.C

PART IV

Translation

Text A

ljyang@yeah.net; 1i_0821 @nju.edu.cn.
It’s about asking for response to a meeting summary.

2) jhe@sina.com

4) reply to meeting summary

6) Jackson

8) thinking about the promotion plan
10) perfect
12) Snow

4.C 5.B

Kk 1

BARD PR, ENE—DRFKER . KpitiEE, SRk, FAif
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