1 Career Development

Unit

Leading In and Exploring the Topic

Leading In

Whether you like it or not, you will have many changes in your life—
there could be a change in your job, lifestyle or education. A positive
outlook and willingness to accept changes will no doubt help you adjust
well and know “the best is yet to come.”
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Exploring the Topic

In the world today, there are so many kinds of jobs, and these jobs are very
different from those in the past. What’s more, there appears an interesting tendency—
many of us are taking advantage of our spare time to attend varieties of training
classes, to improve our computer competency, to further our foreign language skills,
or to develop ourselves otherwise. This tendency has also involved many middle-aged
people. We should all get ourselves fully ready to accept changes in our life, or to face
the pressure from social competition.

Work in pairs and ask each other the following questions while checking (v') the
answers and providing your own in the blanks. Please notice that the questions are open-

ended with no right or wrong answers.

1 WHAT TYPE OF JOB DOES YOUR FATHER/MOTHER DQO?

My father/mother is a(n) My partner’s father/mother is a(n)
|| office dlerk office clerk
|| factoryworker factory worker

salesperson

D salesperson

D teacher

LN

teacher

2 BESIDES BOOK KNOWLEDGE, WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE MOST

IMPORTANT PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE FOR YOUR FUTURE CAREER?

I think it’s My partner thinks it’s

language ability language ability

computer skil computer ekill

how to make friends how to make friends

how to speak in public how to speak in public

]
.

how to prepare for a job interview how to prepare for a job interview




Career Development  Unit 1

Section A Reading Through

Room) for the, Euture

1 Atthe age of forty-five, my usually well-ordered life was filled with changes.

2 After twenty-two years of working for a major bank, a downsizing wave
resulted in the elimination of over one hundred jobs, mine being one of them.

3 My once secure future now seemed insecure. However, [ was one of the lucky
ones. | was not a single parent, nor dependent solely on my income, but just like
the other ex-bankers, I had become a disposable employee.

4 My belief has always been “change is good, change is progress,” but when it
affected my life, I had to revise it to “accept change and make the most of it.” From
the beginning, I chose to look at this occurrence not as a misfortune, but as a
welcome opportunity. I refused to become depressed or bitter; instead, I eagerly
anticipated doing something new and different.

5  Having a positive attitude made all the difference in the way I perceived the
future. First, I decided to return to college and graduate, a couple of
decades later than I should have. Doing this at my age took more
than a little courage. Not being a graduate had never held me back
in my career with the bank, but now it was a personal goal I
longed to achieve. With a little fear and a lot of determination,

I registered for evening classes, and became an adult student.

6  Oral presentations were often required for one class. |
remember thinking that if I had known this beforehand, I
would have taken something else to achieve my required
credits. By nature, I am a rather reserved individual, and
speaking in front of people terrified me. As I stood in front of
the other adults with whom I shared a common goal, my knees
were visibly knocking, and my heartbeat almost audible.

Somehow, I found my voice and made my presentation with
effort. The next time it was easier, and soon, I was starting to

enjoy it a little. Later in the year, I even interviewed a local
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reporter for an English assignment, much to the amazement of my teacher. My
confidence level rose. Suddenly I felt like I could accomplish anything.

7  During this time, I realized that no matter what life throws our way, personal
growth never stops. It comes from within, and needs only to be challenged in
order to surface. It is entirely possible to step out of one’s comfort zone to learn
something new. My experience of going back to school ended up being far more
valuable than just acquiring a diploma.

8  The second thing I did to improve my inner self was to reevaluate my life. It
used to be filled with endless, and sometimes meaningless, events. Now, instead
of working towards materialistic things and personal glory, my heart and life are
firmly linked around people I care about.

9  Yes, having a fulfilling career is important, but it is no longer my reason for
being. When I rejoin the “rat race,” it will be on my terms, as developing my soul
is my first priority. Having simplified my life, I am enjoying living now, instead of
just existing to make a living.

10 Is there life after banking? You bet there is.

11 The loss of my job was responsible for some positive changes in my life.
Revisiting the past made room for the future. As I think about the meaning of
my belief, “change is good, change is progress,” I realize that I have accepted the
change, and am making the most of it.

12 And, I have only just begun. The best is yet to come.

(Words: 606)
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self /self/ n.
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Phrases and Expressions
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% Reading Out

Fill in the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check your

answers against the original. After that, read the passage aloud until you can

say it from memory.

During this time, I realized that 1) what life throws our way,
2) never stops. It comes from within, and needs only to be challenged
3) surface. It is entirely possible to step 4) one’s comfort zone to
learn something new. My experience of going back to school 5) being far

more valuable than just acquiring a(n) 6)

Q Getting the Message

Answer the following questions according to the text.

How many years has the author worked for a bank?

Why did the author lose his job?

What has the author’s belief about changes always been?

What did the author decide to do when his life became insecure?
What was the difficulty he met in one of his evening classes?

Is the author a sociable or a reserved person?

What did the author do to amaze his teacher?

RN NN R W N -

Besides attending evening classes, what else did the author do to improve his inner

self?

!.j Using the Right Word

Choose the best item to complete each of the following sentences.

1 We were very by the poor response from the parents.

A. excited B. depressed C. delighted D. encouraged
2 She showed great when she heard the bad news.

A. courage B. delight C. interest D. comfort
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They are making safety a top

A. comfort B. nature C. priority D. glory
Ellen used to be a shy, girl, but now she is outgoing.

A. reserved B. inner C. confident D. dependent
I tried to Jean after her mother’s death.

A. persuade B. cry C. tell D. comfort
He put his whole into the job, working night and day.

A. body B. money C. self D. idea

We used to have arguments about politics.

A. busy B. individual C. happy D. endless

Those who died bravely in the battle earned great

A. life B. pride C. glory D. happiness

e Working with Expressions

Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with a suitable

preposition or adverb.

W N =

Isn’t it time that the talks resulted a decision?
He had a mother completely dependent him.
Can you make room another guest at the dinner table?
You have a good chance of winning, so why not try—what’s
holding you ?
In spite of keen competition, she ended the
winner.
an effort, he managed not to laugh before the
large audience.
It’s not in her nature to be rude; she’s polite
nature.
You should be working hard instead lying there
in bed all day.
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@ Focusing on Sentence Structure

Rewrite the following sentences after the model, using the word “instead.”

Let’s go swimming in place of going for a walk since it is too hot outside.

© — It’s too hot for a walk outside; let’s go swimming instead.

1 If you don’t want to go, I will take your place.

2 Would you like a cup of tea rather than coffee since there is no coffee left?

3 IfI'hadn’t got a cold, I'd be working rather than lying here in bed.

] Rewrite the following sentences after the models, using the word

“somehow.”

- Model 1:
: Don’t worry; we'll get the lost money back by some means.

— Don't worry; we'll get the lost money back somehow.

Model 2:
: I am not completely sure about the reason why | think she’s right.

— | think she’s right somehow.

1 It won’t be easy, but we’ll try to get across the river.

2 Nobody knew how the dog had escaped.

3 Iknow what we’re doing is legal, but I don’t know why it doesn’t feel right.
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N Translating

Translate the following into English.

1 ANHESEE A9 (by nature)

2 RHE KIS, rAscdf s M AE ! (make the most of )

3 HMSFBNATEILL . (resultin)

4 HANUEME, G5 eA—1F T (make all the difference)

[ Translate the following into Chinese.

1 After twenty-two years of working for a major bank, a downsizing wave
resulted in the elimination of over one hundred jobs, mine being one of them.

2 Not being a graduate had never held me back in my career with the bank, but
now it was a personal goal I longed to achieve.

3 Now, instead of working towards materialistic things and personal glory, my
heart and life are firmly linked around people I care about.

4 As I think about the meaning of my belief “change is good, change is progress,”

I realize that I have accepted the change, and am making the most of it.

Using Topic-related Terms

All of the following underlined words and expressions are related to career
development. Read them closely and then use them to complete the passage
that follows. Make changes if necessary.

e [ registered for evening classes, and became an adult student. \

e Later in the year, I even interviewed a local reporter for an English assignment,
much to the amazement of my teacher.

® My experience of going back to school ended up being far more valuable than just
acquiring a diploma.

* Instead of working towards materialistic things and personal glory, I put developing
my soul my first priority.

® Yes, having a fulfilling career is important.

In order to have a(n) 1) , many young people, even middle-aged workers,
2) for evening training classes and become 3) after work. Besides
listening to teachers in class, they have to do a lot of 4) after class so as to
5) when the program finishes. The evening training for improving language
and computer abilities will help them a lot not just to achieve 6) success and
7) , but also to develop their inner selves.
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Basic Writing Skills

Transition Words and Expressions (1)

BRSO RIN RIS IS TN, AT TRA N e ml e A v -
mlJﬂ@Em'Jﬂ%F‘ : first(ly), second(ly), later on, then, subsequently, following that, immediately,
next, finally, last 25 ; - 1rl%H 15 in the first place, from then on, since then 2. l40:

An example advertisement for your ideal secretary follows, firstly in display form, then in
line ad form.

At the hospital, the doctor immediately took Donna to sew her stitches.

Rewrite the following sentences by using the transition words and expressions

provided to show time order.

Model:
first, then
Try to write down the problem. Telephone the landlord.

Key:
First, try to write down the problem. Then, telephone the landlord.

1 first, then
I want to establish some basic points. We can discuss the problem in detail.
2 at first, later on
He denied all he had done. He admitted he had cheated in the exam.
3 from then on
My friend failed in the exam last year. He worked much harder.
4 finally
The plane was delayed by heavy fog for several hours. It took off at six o’clock.
5 before long

He was driving fast all the way back from his university. He reached home.

10
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ﬁ since then

He left for the United States in 1999. I have not heard a word about him.

7 following that
The man made a speech on the current economic situation in China. There were
several minutes for questions.

8 immediately after

He rushed to the hospital. He heard that her mother was critically ill.

Section B Reading More

What’s
Your Job,
Daddy?

1 Not so long ago, when a parent said he was off to work, the child knew very
well what was about to happen. His parent was going to make something or fix
something. The parent could take his child to his place of business and let him
watch while he repaired a car or built a table.

2 Nowadays, a few fathers still fix engines and build tables, but most do not. Most
fathers sit in glass buildings doing things that cannot be understood by children at
all. The answers to the question “What kind of work do you do, Daddy?” are likely
to be utter mysteries to a child.

3 “Isell space.” “I do market research.” “I am a data processor.” “I am in public

relations.” “I am a systems analyst.” Such explanations must seem nonsense to a child.

11
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How can he possibly imagine anyone analyzing a system or researching a market?

4 In the common everyday job, nothing is made any more. Things are now made
by machines. Very little is repaired. The machines make things in such a fashion
that the things will quickly fall apart. Repairs will be too expensive. Thus the buyer
is encouraged to throw the thing away and buy a new one. In effect, the machines
are making junk.

5  The handful of people remotely associated with these machines can, of course,
tell their children “Daddy makes junk.” Most of the work force, however, is remote
from junk production. What do these people do?

6  Consider the typical twelve-story glass building in the typical American city.
Nothing is being made in this building and nothing is being repaired, including
the building itself. Constructed as a piece of junk, the building will be discarded
when it wears out, and another piece of junk will be set in its place.

7 Still, the building is filled with people who think of themselves as working. At
any given moment during the day perhaps one third of them will be talking into
telephones. Most of these conversations will be about paper, for paper is what
occupies nearly everyone in this building.

8  Some jobs in the building require men to fill paper with words. There are
persons who type neatly on paper and persons who read paper and make notes in
the margins. Some persons make copies of paper and other persons deliver paper.

9  Some persons mail paper. Some persons telephone other persons and ask that
paper be sent to them. Others telephone to make sure about where paper reaches.
Some persons talk about paper. In the grandest offices, men approve of some paper
and disapprove of other paper.

10 The elevators are filled throughout the day with young men carrying paper from
floor to floor and with vital men carrying paper to be discussed with other vital men.

11 What is a child to make of all this? His father may be so important that he
lunches with other men about paper. Suppose he brings his son to work to give the
boy some idea of what work is all about. What does the boy see happening?

12 His father calls for paper. He reads paper. Perhaps he scowls at paper. Perhaps
he makes an angry red mark on paper. He telephones another man and says they
had better lunch over paper.

13 At lunch they talk about paper. Back at the office, the father orders the paper
retyped and reproduced and then sent to another man for comparison with paper
that was reproduced last year.

14 Imagine his poor son afterward thinking over the mysteries of work with a
friend, who asks him “What’s your father?” What can the boy reply?

(Words: 609)
12
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Phrases and Expressions
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RS IS A
11 609 3.28%

Answer the following questions according to the text.

What did fathers often do for a living in the past?
Can the children understand what their fathers’ jobs are?

Are things made by human hands nowadays?

Why does the author say that the machines are making junk?

What will people do to the products made by machines when they wear out?
Why do people tend to throw things away instead of fixing them?

What occupies people who work in those glass buildings?

Who fills the elevators throughout the day?

RSN N BA W -

13
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!.7 Using the Right Word

Fill in the blanks with the words given below, changing the form if

necessary.
nowadays ‘ production ‘ possibly ‘ occupy
nonsense ‘ afterwards ‘ vital ‘ everyday
1 She changed from her clothes to her Sunday best on that occasion.
2 We used to listen to the radio a lot, but we mostly watch television.
3 The story most of the front page of the newspaper on Monday.
4 Idon’tintend to waste any more time listening to you talk
5 When will the new range of computers go into ?
6 We had tea, and we sat in the garden for a while.
7 It’s that you send that application form off by the twenty-third of this
month.

8 Nobody can run a mile in two minutes.

@ Working with Expressions

Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with a suitable

preposition or adverb.

1 This sort of hot food is typical the food in the south of the
country.

2 Those thin shoes will wear quickly.

3 Can you make anything

=

Someone had written some words
book.

He called
I’m expecting her to come

Their reply was

RSN W

this strange letter?

the margin of the

his car and suddenly left the meeting.

any moment.

effect saying no.

14

Your suggestion is good, but I need to think it

before I can let you know my final decision.
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Complete the following passage by choosing the one that fits into the passage.

o R N N AW N

N T =
N AW N = O

1) , computers have become a more and more 2) part of
our life. Only a(n) 3) of people can say that their life has nothing to do
with computers. 4) any given moment, people 5) the world are
6) by computers. A(n) 7) office employee always starts a day’s
work by turning on his/her computer. A large amount of 8) is managed by
computers. We also use computers to 9) the system and process the stored
10) . Besides, we store a lot of important information in our computers,
which helps us to 11) sure when we forget them. In short, without
computers the world cannot turn 12) . But there are a group of
people regarding computers as a(n) 13) threat as they occupy our
life too much. They encourage people to 14) computers and try to do

everything by hand. In effect, they believe that one day computers will surely take

the 15) of human beings and control the whole world.
A. Until now B. Nowadays C. Thus D. For a while
A. vital B. necessary C. interested D. colored
A. lot B. lots C. handful D. part
A. By B. At C.In D. On
A.in B.on C. over D. throughout
A. occupied B. moved C. using D. operating
A. rich B. typical C. busy D. early
A. work B. products C. things D. jobs
A. count B. make C. analyze D. number
A. numbers B. results C. things D. data
A. be B. feel C. make D. become
A. atall B. at last C. at most D. at large
A. wonderful B. strange C. important D. utter
A. discard B. take C. bring D. leave
A. role B. part C. site D. place

Unit1

il
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Section C Practical Writing

Understanding and Writing Ads for a Product

Read and understand the following sample ad.

TAKE A TRIP THROUGH TIME WITH SONY HANDYCAM

Happy Birthday. Party with friends.

Exotic vacations. Joyful weddings. A baby’s first smile. Don’t let special moments
become faded memories.

Enjoy yesterday once more, as often as you wish.

Anytime you want. With all its original color, and exciting sounds perfectly recalled
down to the finest detail.

No wonder more people use Sony Handycam—the world’s most popular
camcorder. It lets you take a trip back into the past, and enjoy the memories of

a lifetime.

Notes on the sample

I EERE AT, R B EEIN, B2 25 E A TR
R TR AR 145 S, I R A I X Fh R o SR a4
& BHERIE M & . Awareness, Comprehension, Conviction, Action ( & 17, PR
YR A7) )o

TEEWNMELRE, —FEET Y, AR SR R &, 1B
AN, #ER . U, RIFTE “AESEZY” (Hard-sell ); 55 —PbbEcZsle, DIEheT

16
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R A AR S R AR LS, B B Tz i s O3, RIFTIE ¢
SEAL” (Soft-sell )

T R, IESC M, RIS R PR T SR R e B
AR FE B, BOUERDIT L, Bt S E RN BRSNS
2, BORMTHHE] “—1BIRN ISR HEA, AR TE 25 5. SO
X IE SRR, B EAERAR . AT AER Hibk . FIES . EERT DU R
EEEEGEE , Bl G SR U, AR A SR U ATR & X L8
53 o —MEGR , BRI S)SE N AT BUER A o

Read the sample ad and answer the following questions.

1 What’s the advertisement about?

2 Is this advertisement a hard-sell type or soft-sell type?

Il Match the following slogans with the products or services they advertise.

1 Light as a breeze, soft as a cloud. A. A cosmetic

2 Freshen up with Seven-up. B. An airline

3 The seagull brings you the world of purity and love. C. A soft drink

4 Man invented time, Seiko perfected it. D. Clothes

5 Clean your teeth and freshen your breath. E. A toothpaste

6 A world of comfort. F. A hotel

7 Let’s spend the night together. G. A medicine

8 Saturday Night on Sunday Morning. H. A washing powder

9 A friend in need is a friend indeed. I. A video recorder
10 Ensure to erase years from your skin. J. A watch

17
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Rearrange the following parts of an advertisement about Pepsi Cola to
ensure that it makes sense.

Come alive!

You’re in the Pepsi generation!

The Pepsi generation? It’s a whole lot of people like you!
Who is the Pepsi generation?

Famous regular Pepsi—with a cold, clean taste and energy to liven your pace.

W N -

Everyone with a young view of things! Livelier people with a liking for Pepsi
Cola.
5 Or new Diet Pepsi—with that same honest-to-Pepsi taste and less than a calorie

a bottle. Come alive! You’re in the Pepsi generation!

18



