Starting out

Unit overview

Unit key features

Passage 1
Diary of a fresher

Passage 2

Extract from
"Tis: A Memoir

Both passages are personal
narratives and personal. Passage
1 is informal and about the
present; Passage 2 is formal and
about the past.

Organizing suggestions

e Spend less time on Passage 1, since itis a
narrative text and easy to understand. The
language is colloquial.

e Spend more time on Passage 2, especially
on unfamiliar words and cultural items.

Reading skills

(a) Predicting

(b) Appreciating humour through
exaggeration

(c) Inferring

(d) Reading for main ideas

e Use predicting as a brief warm-up activity.

e Spend more time on skill (b) for Passage 1
and skill (c) for Passage 2.

* Both passages can be read for main ideas.

Speaking skills

e Describing
e Comparing and contrasting
e Giving advice

Use speaking activities to:

® brainstorm ideas — briefly

e practise the use of unfamiliar words —
briefly, but precisely

e practise description, comparison and
contrast — in pairs / groups

Writing skills
and tasks

e Guided writing: Writing a
narrative

e Unittask: Preparing a
welcome guide for next year's
freshers

e Guide students (Ss) to write a narrative by
considering the sentence functions.

e Ask Ssto prepare a welcome guide for
next year's freshers and request a 5-minute
presentation from selected pairs / groups.

Cognitive skills

e Developing critical thinking
e Developing individual
answers

e Encourage Ss to use their own experience
and thinking.

e Praise Ss for using both known and new
words to express themselves.

Reading across
cultures
Settling down at

college around the
world

This is a narrative about
university lifestyles in different
countries.

e Ask Ssto check unfamiliar names and
events online before class.

e Ask Ssto report their findings in class briefly.

e Ask Ss to interpret university lifestyles in
different countries.
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Teaching suggestions and answer keys

Active reading (1)

1

e Ask Ssto look at the title of the passage (only) and make predictions about the likely
contents, the writer, the type of writing (fact or fiction) and the style.

e Ask Ssto check their predictions with each other in pairs. (Are they similar?)

The predictions may be summarized using a table with additional comments.
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. depending on what the writer is interested in —
. new courses, friends .

Likely contents . a personal record of experience and of what the

and social events . .

writer thought at the time

Writer a fresher male or female?
Type of writing | factual the writer’s personal record of college life

informal. mavbe Maybe in note form, more or less detailed. Some
Style chat - may diarists intend to revise their words later for

el publication.

Diary of a fresher

Background information
Passage 1 is a diary. There is a long tradition of writing and sometimes publishing diaries in
Western literature. Famous examples include the diaries in English of Samuel Pepys about

17th-century London, including an account of the Great Fire of London in 1666, and in Dutch
of Anne Frank about a Jewish family hiding from the Nazis in the Second World War.

To develop Ss’ involvement in reading the passage, choose some of the following

techniques. These techniques can also be used for other passages in the textbook.

e Ask Ssto scan the diary for 30-60 seconds, then read an extract from any section
and ask Ss to quickly say which day the extract is from (Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
etc).

e Choose different pairs of Ss to read each day's extract aloud. Give them a short time
to make preparations and decide who reads which paragraphs.

e Read one extract aloud at normal speed, but with a few deliberate errors. Ss should
correct T by following the passage.

e Ask Ssto read the passage silently to themselves, and give them time to look through
the Language and culture box before they do the Reading and understanding activities.

e Ask Ssto locate the Language and culture items in the passage: Where do they first
appear?
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coffee morning: Para 5 ballroom dancing: Para 20
gap year: Para 18 bell-ringing: Para 20
Freshers' Fair: Para 20 Club Night: Para 23

e Discuss the Language and culture items, using the Culture points and Language
points below.

e Ask Ssto discuss in pairs how they survived their first days at college.

Culture points

A fresher is a student in their first year at university, especially a new arrival. The word fresher
emphasizes that students are new arrivals; freshmen (AmE) refers to students in their first year
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at university. Some other terms are:

Year of study  British expression American expression
first year first-year student / fresher (in first months of study) |freshman
second year second-year student sophomore
third year third-year student / final-year student (of a junior
three-year programme)
fourth-year student / final-year student (of a .
fourth year senior
four-year programme)

A hall of residence (AmE dormitory) is a place where students live, often a large building or a
series of buildings with accommodation and some social facilities. Food may be provided or
the hall may be self-catering (students arrange their own meals and cook for themselves).

A warden is an adult who looks after the buildings and facilities in a hall of residence. A
warden may also be an academic teacher. He or she may be assisted by sub-wardens,
who are generally postgraduate students (they receive some payment and free / cheap
accommodation).

A coffee morning refers to an informal gathering with coffee, where people with a common
interest meet for an hour or so and get to know each other better. In this case it's for the new
students, but it might be for residents in a neighbourhood or for new neighbours.

Atutor in the UK is a teacher or lecturer who has particular responsibility for a small group of
students (a personal tutor who sees particular tutees). A tutorial is a period of teaching in a
university which emphasizes critical discussion between one student, or a small group, and a
tutor. Generally this is on a prepared topic, and sometimes students bring prepared writing
(notes or a draft essay) and make a presentation to the tutor and other students, which is then
discussed.

An English literature major is a degree in English or a student reading English, perhaps with
a subsidiary subject. In American usage, the main subject of study or specialization for a
degree is often combined with a less-studied subject (a minor).
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Students sometimes take a gap year after leaving school and before going to university to
broaden their experience and, generally, to earn money. Some students choose a temporary
job in a field related to what they intend to study (this helps their studies and improves their
prospects for employment later). Other students travel around their country or to other
countries to find out more about other cultures, learn another language, and gain experience
of different aspects of life.

A Freshers’ Fair is largely arranged by university faculties, student societies and clubs to give
information to new students in their first week at university, and to attract new members.
Often faculties, departments, societies and clubs will set up a table or tent on campus where
they display the information about the faculty, society or club, and about how they are able
to help students. They give out information packs to students. Sometimes they also give
students small gifts or discount vouchers for nearby restaurants, pubs or shops. For new
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students in the UK, there is usually an induction week when they receive a lot of information
about their courses.

Bell-ringing is a musical activity which involves a group of six to ten people. Each person
has two bells, one in each hand, and takes turns to ring them. Each bell has a different
musical note, so when the bells are rung in turn, the group can make musical melodies and
harmonies. Traditionally, church bells were rung to tell people nearby that a church service
was about to begin.

Language points

1 After a wearisome expedition by car from home, we arrive at my hall of residence, and |
check in. (Para 1)

wearisome: a. a wearisome activity or time is one that makes you feel tried or bored {# A
EHEH, SAREH
Sometimes travelling for a long time is not entertaining but wearisome. Bi1&, BT [E]HK
FHFMEAGEN, MEEARE.
Note: /5% -some F7r “SliE - #” o B -some MK E I EIFAETE troublesome.
bothersome. burdensome %,
check in:
1 to arrive at a hotel or a private hospital where you have arranged to stay and give your
personal details to the person working at the reception desk ZiE{XE; ZiCfER
Have you checked in yet? {R&1E 7 147
Note: 5 check in 1 R HIZEIEFRIAZ check out,
2 to arrive at an airport and show your ticket to an official ( #E#1% ) HMBREH F4E
You must check in at least one hour before your flight. {RAZAFEMILE ¥ E D —4/ B
BAEENF L,
Note: check-in @ EBI1EER; W5 “DEBENFLEAL" FRA check-in desk (BrE) sk
check-in counter (AmE),

2 My room is five floors up, and the lift has a sign on it, "Out of order". (Para 1)

Meaning: My room is on the fifth floor. But there is a sign on the lift, saying that the lift is not
working. (So the writer and her parents have to climb up to the fifth floor. That is why the
writer says her mother is flushed and gasping for breath in the next sentence.)
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out of order: a machine or piece of equipment that is out of order is not working correctly
(MBS ) KR, THETETH

The washing machine has been out of order for weeks and nobody has it repaired. JA<HE
ZIRTHILAT, BB ARE,

Finally, with my mother flushed and gasping for breath, we find Room 8 ... (Para 1)

Note: with sb doing sth 51438 & &~ 56 F FIBNEMB LR ESOROR . 20: With my
friend dancing, | sang the song | wrote. EF AR BIHEEET, FRIEE T B EIAITREN,

After one minute, my father climbs out. (Para 2)
climb out: The writer uses the expression climbs out to indicate that the room is too small. It

is so small that one needs to “climb in and out” instead of “walk in and out”. Here the writer is
exaggerating, as she does in some of the coming paragraphs.

The room is barely big enough for one ... | can stretch out full-length on the bed and touch
three walls without moving a muscle. (Para 2)

Meaning: The room is too small. When | lie on the bed, | can touch three walls even when |
am not moving my body. The writer is using exaggeration to say how small the room is.

barely: ad. used for saying that something almost does not happen or exist, or is almost not
possible JLFR; JLFEE

The roads were barely wide enough for two cars to pass. ¥ JLF RGP EBIT,

stretch out: to lie down, usually in order to relax or sleep §§ T~ ( AASEES )

After a long day'’s work, she likes to stretch out on her bed to rest after a hot bath. TE& 7 7 —
REKWIEG, hEREXATRAKEBMER LIRS,

full-length: ad. if you are lying full-length, you are lying down with your legs stretched out 3¢
Jeidth; AR{H E I

She stretched out full-length on the couch. b {EE LA DA L,

Later. (Para 4)

Note: Usually later is not used as a sentence. But in writing a diary the writer may write
casually, not rigidly following grammatical rules.

I'm here alone, hemmed in by my books and a suitcase. (Para 4)

hem in: to enclose someone or something and prevent them from moving or leaving Bl{E; #E
The soldier was hemmed in by enemies in the secret chamber. T EWHARERZE D,

There's a coffee morning for first-year students. | meet my tutor, a lofty man with sloping
shoulders, who looks determined to be affable. (Para 5)

"Have you come far?" He peers down at me. As he speaks, his head jerks wildly from side
to side, which makes his coffee spill into the saucer. (Para 6)

Meaning: In these two paragraphs, the writer gives a vivid physical description of her tutor
who is uncomfortable in the situation and doesn't know how to act. He's trying to be relaxed
and friendly, but it doesn’t come naturally to him, and he doesn‘'t manage to establish a good
relationship with the students.

affable: a. friendly, relaxed, and easy to talk to KEH; FEAIHN; BHZIKH

His affable style and dedication to his work have won him popularity among the students. 1t
NERE, NIERAN, EF24EPRIZR,
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peer: vi. to look very carefully, especially because something is difficult to see (A& ; ( £¥5)

FHHE
Note: iZi8 % 5 into, through, at, over & 7Ma BB fE A,
He peered at the tag to read the price. BB FREE UFIAMIE o

9 “Splendid!” he says, and moves on to the freshman standing beside me. “Have you come far?” he
asks. "Splendid,” he barks, without waiting for the answer, and moves on. (Para 8)

Meaning: The tutor asks the same question and gives the same response to students’ answers.
He moves on to the next student without even waiting to hear the previous student’s answer.
This indicates that the tutor is not really interested in talking to the students. Also note that the
writer uses the word barks to indicate how unpleasant the tutor is in his way of speaking.

Note: 5 7 # R M RN, FIETH -man 2 XHELTEL T —Lh4H3E1E, 40 chairperson (X
N chairman 5 chairwoman), spokesperson ( X/ spokesman 5 spokeswoman), businessperson
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( ¥ businessman 5 businesswoman) 2,

10 He takes a sip of coffee, and looks thunderstruck to discover the cup is empty. (Para 8)

thunderstruck: a. very surprised or shocked FEHIZIRH, REBIRH
He was thunderstruck to meet me in this remote place. B fRIFVF7E X MR ELAIHE T IB R 3 o

Note: The expression looks thunderstruck further reinforces the unpleasant image of the tutor.
Of course, the writer is exaggerating in using the word thunderstruck.

11 Am feeling a bit peckish, and it occurs to me that ... (Para 10)

occur to: if a thought or idea occurs to you, you suddenly and unexpectedly start to think about
it (RS ER) AT, wEE
The thought of giving up never occurred to me. M KRBT EMF .

Note: X MaHLH A7 it occurs to sb that BIZEH$, 2.
It had never occurred to him that he might be falling in love with her. s AR BEI B 2 & F Lt

Note: XANEEBE L AR — P EEMNEGF, BB T 8|, SHICH, EETUXRA B HEEINE,
A ER ARG, M #ER XHh 8 RS,

12 The boy in front piles it all onto his plate ... (Para 13)

Meaning: This is not the usual amount of food that one eats at a meal. The writer is exaggerating.

13 | pull on some clothes, and dash over to the lecture hall. (Para 16)

Meaning: The expression pull on some clothes indicates that the writer puts on her clothes in a
hurry because she was afraid that she might be late for class.

14 The lecture takes an hour, and at the end | look at my notes. | can’t read my handwriting. (Para 17)

Meaning: From this we know how absent-minded the writer is in the class.

15 She's a bit impressive, and | feel so ignorant ... | don't even think | should breathe the same air
as her. (Para 18)
Meaning: This sentence is exaggerated and humorous, emphasizing the gap between the writer
and Sophie — Sophie seems much more intelligent, knowledgeable and enthusiastic than the
writer. In comparison, the writer feels so ignorant that she thinks she doesn‘t deserve to breathe
the same air as Sophie.
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16 ...solsign up for ballroom dancing ... (Para 20)

sign up for: to agree to do something or to join a course or organization EJEMNE; HRESM
I am thinking of signing up for a yoga course. F1E% IR Bt ¥t

17 Mum reassures me that it's mine for as long as | need it ... (Para 21)

reassure: vt. to make someone feel less worried about something 5L, EFZi

The salesman reassures me that the machine is safe to use. 586 RI1LF AL, XEHBEE T
REFER,

as long as: used before saying the conditions that will make something else happen or be true L2
My parents don’t care what college | go to as long as I'm happy. X BHAREFFH LHAKE,
RERSMRIT.

18 For some reason, | also have to swear that | won’t damage the books or break the library
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rules, and if | do, I'll be sent to prison. (Para 22)

Meaning: Again, this is humour through exaggeration. All libraries have rules, but those who
break the rules are unlikely to go to prison. The expression for some reason indicates that the
writer doesn‘t understand why she needs to swear to follow the library rules.

swear: vt. to make a promise to do something %%, i ( B =)
He swore that he would never see her again. fth & LB hASFH I E,

19 (What!? For speaking too loudly?) (Para 22)

Note: The sentence is in brackets. This is what the writer thinks to herself. She does not say it
out loud.

20 ... butI've run out of clean clothes. (Para 23)

run out of: to use all of something and not have any left fi5¢, FER
People seldom realize the seriousness of the problem until they have run out of resources. A

MROEIRBIEBMATE M, EFMIEHERBERT .

21 I'm not sure what happens to my dirty clothes after putting them in the clothes basket and
before finding them clean, ironed and folded in my wardrobe. (Para 23)

Meaning: This is a humorous reference to the fact that at home, her mother does all of her washing.
Hence she claims not to know what happens to her clothes, as she is not involved in cleaning them.

Text analysis
Features of a diary

The warden gives me a set of keys and a

—_

First-person account

room number.

2 Actual events My mother calls.

| don't even think | should breathe the

3 Personal viewpoint
same air as her.

Wednesday

4 Day or date
| have a lecture at 9 am.

5 Abbreviated or ungrammatical sentence Later.

Am feeling a bit peckish ...
6 Informal style What!? For speaking too loudly?
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Writing style

Genre type Formality Style Average sentence length
Diary — Informal — Informative, — 12 words (fairly short)
exaggerating

This text is a series of diary entries that relate real-life events. The purpose of the text is to
record the writer's experiences so that she can more easily recall them later. Therefore, the
reader is likely to be only the writer, though the diary could be shared or even published.
Given the humorous nature of the text, the writer seems keen to entertain readers.

The style is informal, personal and chatty. It is generally an easy text to read, with fairly short
sentences, and simple events and conversations being recounted. However, the writer uses
some fairly long and formal words at times (wearisome expedition, enquires, inordinately
proud), usually for comic effect. The writer also employs exaggeration in a humorous way (“...
and if | do, I'll be sent to prison”). This results in a dramatic tone usually associated more with
a young person than with an adult.

As the writer is recounting experiences that matter to her rather than attempting a faithful
retelling of all her experiences, the text moves quickly from one event to another with little
regard for continuity or narrative consistency. This episodic, rambling structure is typical for a
diary, and also reflects how busy and chaotic her life is.

The writer uses actual speech and actions to underline and explain what she is feeling or
thinking. For example, she doesn't state that she gets up late on Tuesday, but notes that lunch
is being served when she gets up. The text contains a significant amount of direct speech,

in addition to reported speech, which brings the situations to life and contributes to the
conversational tone of the piece.

As noted, the writer often uses long and formal words for effect. She also uses some
American English words such as guy and buddies, which are uncommon in British English.
These uses again mark her out as a younger person, more at ease with international English
and slang than older writers.

The writer often uses adverbs, adjectives and strong verbs, for example, the tutor jerks his
head and barks, while the boy piles food onto his plate. These uses contribute further to the
exaggerated and dramatic tone of the diary. As befits the text type, the writing is subjective
and presented in the first person. While based on actual events, the writer's playfulness
indicates that readers are not meant to take all of the events seriously.

There are few literary devices such as metaphor or alliteration used in the text, with the
writer’s thoughts and feelings presented openly. The main themes of the text are uncertainty
about the future, confusion during a major life juncture, and homesickness.

Reading and understanding

2

UNIT 1
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Dealing with unfamiliar words

4 1 barely 2spill 3ignorant 4intelligent 5Sip 6 peered 7 impressive

5 1 stumbled across 2rentout 3 stretchedout 4runoutof 5 checkedin

Reading and interpreting

The important point here is to help Ss see the effect the writer's style has achieved. In
this case, the writer uses humour and exaggeration, and leaves quite a lot unsaid, so
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readers should draw their own conclusions.

7 1 Ihavethe impression that the tutor is trying to appear friendly and interested, though
he actually has no interest in the students.

2 No, it seems not. His answer of “Splendid” does not match his action.
No, the boy is either very hungry or greedy, and this is exaggerated behaviour.

4 The writer thinks that Sophie is superior and very academic (intelligent / hard-working).
The comment about breathing the same air is exaggeration.

Developing critical thinking

Compared with the previous activities, this activity demands more thought and
imagination. The reason for this is that most of the questions depend on personal ideas,

contexts, situations and circumstances. Encourage Ss to think of different contexts in
which the questions might be answered differently. One way to do this is simply to ask,
“What does it depend on?” The answers below can be a guide to help Ss think broadly.
They should consider further questions and implications. They should not be satisfied
with yes / no answers, but should give more elaborate answers.

8 1 [finditinteresting how little the writer seems to know about how life would be at
university — she is shocked by the size of her room and doesn’'t know when meals are. |
like the way that the writer uses humour to disguise the homesickness and worry that she
clearly feels.

2 As a Chinese student, | find the coffee morning and Club Night very interesting. They
could be introduced to Chinese universities. The coffee morning would allow students to
get to know their tutors in an informal and enjoyable environment. The Club Night would
provide a great opportunity for students to make more friends!

3 I would like to introduce orientation week to Chinese universities. | think orientation week
would make freshers at Chinese universities more comfortable in their first days at school.
During orientation week, freshers can get familiar with the campus, the student clubs, and
their fellow schoolmates through a series of activities and lectures that the university holds.

Starting out 9




R4
o,
O

m

n
-
O

L
O
0

et

10

Talking point

e Ask Ssto read and discuss each item in pairs.
e Ssshould putthe items in rank order (number each item with a number between 1 and 10).

e Encourage Ss to discuss the reasons for their priorities. Within pairs, Ss may have
individual ideas, so their rank order may be different. This is acceptable, but they
should share their ideas and reasons.

e Finally, ask a couple of pairs to share their rank order(s) with the class.

e Ssare likely to vary in their ranking of priorities here. Many will put academic aspects
high and social or personal development aspects low. Getting a good job may be
ranked very highly by Ss in China and is closely linked with being successful. Ask the
class if this is generally the case.

e If some Ss put personal and social elements higher than academic ones, does this
mean that they are not good Ss?

e Would senior / final-year Ss have the same priorities? Ask some Ss to find out.

Active reading (2)

UNIT 1

1

e Ask Ssto read the blurb carefully in pairs and discuss anything they are not sure about.

e Ask Ss to go through the questions. They should note that these questions are about
prediction. Therefore their answers should go beyond the words of the blurb. They
should think about the implications and what they believe, from their knowledge of
the world, is likely.

e Ask a couple of pairs to summarize their answers for the class.

—_

He might have had difficulties in continuing his education to qualify as a teacher (he has
no formal education) and then in finding work — perhaps he was treated as an outsider.
He would probably face loneliness at first and might experience some culture shock from
living in a different society.

He had no formal education, which would be necessary for many jobs. People might
mistake his lack of formal education for lack of intelligence or lack of experience. Some
might think he had no training in anything, or even that he was illiterate.

“Survival” suggests that he overcame difficulties in the new situation and it was not an
easy life.

Facts: This book comes after Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt's first volume of memoirs;
this second volume tells the story of his American journey; it follows his progress as an
immigrant.

Opinions: He is a brilliant storyteller and schoolteacher; this is a vivid story about survival.




Additional activity
Ask Ss what they think tis means in the title of this memaoir.
The word in the title, 'tis, is an abbreviation for “it is”. It is old-fashioned, and by using it
the writer is trying to evoke the feel of a memaoir. It is often used assertively to contradict
something that has just been said or to confirm what other people have denied.
Therefore we can guess that this memoir gives a different view of the world based on the
writer's experience.

2

® Ask Ssto read the extract, and make a note of anything that indicates where the
extract comes from in the novel (the beginning, middle or end?).

* Encourage Ss to think about the evidence in the passage which can support a

decision about where the extract comes from in the novel.

* Give Ssthe following table, showing only the evidence, so that Ss think about the
implications and decision, and then complete the table by themselves.

Evidence Implications

He’s working full-time. He has had enough time to find a job.

He has had enough time to register
and to find out about courses.

He’s studying part-time.

He doesn’t have a broad cultural background

. He hasn't been there for a long time.
about America.

He is unfamiliar with university classes. (These are
his first classes; he doesn’t know how to take notes;
he’s afraid to ask questions; he’s unfamiliar with
American mid-term and final exams.)

He is a new student.

He’s conscious of his Irish accent.
He’s afraid to open his mouth, because the A person who has been in America
American students will know he’s not one of them. |for a few weeks or months would
probably be less conscious of this.

He knows the university cafeteria and some He’s not a complete newcomer to
Greenwich Village coffee shop. the city.

Decision: This seems early on in the book, after his recent arrival. (Actually, it is in
Chapter 36 out of 90 short chapters.)

Extract from ’Tis: A Memoir
Background information

Frank McCourt (1930-2009) was born in New York to Irish parents, but grew up in Limerick,
the Republic of Ireland. Aged 19, he returned to New York and did a variety of manual jobs
before he went to college, without even a high school diploma. His strong desire for education
was based solely on his habit of reading. After qualifying as a teacher, he taught English and
creative writing in high schools and colleges for 30 years. He wrote a prize-winning childhood
memoir, Angela’s Ashes (1996), and 'Tis: A Memoir (1999), about his return to New York.
McCourt's writing has a humorous style, based on exaggeration and amusing dialogues.

Starting out
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Culture points

UNIT 1

Ask Ss to check unfamiliar names and events online and in reference books before class
by distributing some of the following items to different groups.

Dostoyevsky (Feodor Dostoyevsky, 1821-1881) was an outstanding 19th-century Russian
novelist. His most famous novels are Crime and Punishment and The Idiot. His works also
include The Brothers Karamazov and The Gambler. He is sometimes credited as the creator of
the modern psychological novel.

Melville (Herman Melville, 1819-1891) was an American writer who wrote a long novel called
Moby Dick (Moby Dick is the name of a white whale). He also wrote short stories and poetry.
Moby Dick (1851) is an adventure about hunting whales, and has been made into several
films.

NYU is the shortened form for New York University. As a large city, New York has many
universities and smaller colleges, including the State University of New York (SUNY) and the
City University of New York (CUNY).

A brogue is a strong local accent, especially an Irish or a Scottish accent. Accent and brogue
both refer to pronunciation features. Accent is a more general term. Brogue emphasizes the
locality of the accent, particularly referring to an Irish or a Scottish accent. For example, the
common expression an Irish brogue means the person has a strong Irish accent.

The Pilgrims refer to the 17th-century settlers who left England to avoid religious persecution
(traditionally known as the Pilgrim Fathers, although the group included women and
children). More generally, a pilgrim is someone who makes a journey (pilgrimage) to a holy
place or religious shrine.

The Reformation refers to a period of religious change in Europe in the 16th century, when
the Protestant Church was started. During the Reformation, efforts to reform religious
practices and beliefs resulted in the development of a variety of new churches with differing
ideas about individualism and authority, broadly still called Protestant churches. This was
followed by the Counter-Reformation, during which the Catholic Church made efforts to
change, reform and defend itself. Both Protestants and Catholics are Christians, of course, but
in the past they have fought violent wars against each other, and even today there is violence
in Northern Ireland which is in part based on religious differences.

Children of the Reformation refers to the Pilgrims who went to America and who had
inherited ideas from the Reformation. Their world view included ideas about religious
freedom (the right to worship in their own way), independence and individualism, economic
and political freedom, and the importance of education for children.

Greenwich Village is an area of New York City that was especially fashionable in the 1960s.
The area was famous for avant-garde writers, poets, artists and film-makers.



Language points

1

I don't know why | have to be introduced to literature but the woman in the admissions
office says it's a requirement even though I've read Dostoyevsky and Melville and that's
admirable for someone without a high school education. (Para 1)

Meaning: The writer resents having to take the Introduction to Literature course because
he believes that he has read widely, and knows literature already. He gives Dostoyevsky
and Melville as examples because their novels are long and complex. The woman is
following the rule that “it's a requirement”, and she is condescending when she says it's
"admirable” because she reminds him of his lack of formal education.

I'm in heaven and ... (Para 2)

I'm in heaven: The expression implies that the writer is overjoyed because he has now
registered as a student and is ready to start classes.

All around me are students scribbling away in their notebooks and I wish | knew what to
scribble myself. (Para 3)

Note: AE)f#fH 7 245, HIFHIEF R A Students are scribbling away in their notebooks
allaround me. 73S, FRE[E. #E. FRENMPEBERECTOEN, GF—KEH
%M, 0.

Then begins the meeting. Z G WIFIET o

Under the road run pipes for gas and water. fE LIS N HHEESEEM B RKE,

Down jumped the burglar from the tenth floor when the policeman pointed a pistol at him.

HEZARNEREN, MATEBRT Tk,

How am | supposed to know what's important out of all the things she’s saying up there? (Para 3)

Meaning: This is a rhetorical question, implying that the writer finds it impossible to
decide which things are important enough to note down.

be supposed to do sth: to be generally expected or considered to have a particular
quality or skill NiZ2; NiZH
This restaurant is supposed to make excellent salads. A1 BIA A X 5K BIE #9547 Bk iE

R4t o

... Do | detect an Irish brogue? (Para 3)

Note: Here “I” refers to someone around him in the class. The question is other people’s
possible response when they hear the writer speak English. As this is a piece of informal

writing, the writer omits the quotation marks. A similar case is “Well, | think.” in Paragraph 5.

Do | detect...? 2P OIBFAALE, JIE—MAFERDo | detect B F Mk, LA 0]
BFA "HREZRZIOEZT?Y, MAEEA "RAUTERZEOF? . X0

Do | detect a note of criticism? #f{& A #LF# O 0E?

Do | detect a note of irony in your voice? U2 kR 2 # 15t RAEIE?

Do | detect a touch of jealousy in that remark? U2k BNEEH =LY =2 ZIE?

Then the professor tells us ideas don't drop fully formed from the skies ... (Para 6)

Meaning: Ideas have precedents and a history. They don't come from nothing, but are
born in the context of previous ideas.

Starting out
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7

10

... that the Pilgrims were, in the long run, children of the Reformation with an
accompanying world view and their attitudes to children were so informed. (Para 6)
Meaning: Seen in the long run, the Pilgrims were the children (products) of the religious
movement of the Reformation. They inherited the Reformation’s world view, and their
attitudes to children were based on and influenced by such a view. Here the professor is
reminding the class that the historical and cultural context is important.

in the long run: notimmediately but at a time in the future N KIZKE;, LR

In the long run, it's better to choose a job that you like. NKILKE , Bt F—IMRERH Tk,

Note: so X MAEAR G T 21BA L HERIE, 15 affected by the Reformation and the world
view of the time.

| know there will be examinations, a mid-term and a final ... (Para 8)
mid-term: mid-term examination

final: final examination or end-of-term examination

If the professor talks and talks and the textbook is 700 pages I'll surely be lost. (Para 8)

Meaning: The writer worries about the exams and about where the exam questions come
from. There are so many potential questions because the professor talks a lot and the
textbook is very thick.

be / feel lost: not to feel confident about what to do or how to behave 2kE%; H=%, TEIPFHE
Some people seem so happy to be retired, but | feel lost. ¥ AUFR R TFEBIR, MEA®E
BXIE,

... and chat with the girl about the Pilgrims and their Puritan ways and how they frightened
the life out of their children. (Para 9)

Meaning: The Puritans were known for their strict moral attitudes. They brought up
children to be conscious that if they were good they would go to Heaven, but if they were
bad they would go to Hell. Thus frighten the life out of their children means making the
children very much afraid of going to Hell.

Reading and understanding

&3 T eaching tips |

UNIT 1

This activity aims to develop scanning skills, by asking Ss to find answers to specific
questions, but not necessarily to focus on the main idea. Guide Ss to focus on the
question areas by asking them to go through the questions before they read the
passage. But do not allow Ss to go back to the questions while reading.

Because he's even read Dostoyevsky (a Russian novelist) and Melville (an American writer)
whose novels are lengthy and hard for students.

He feels uncertain. He lacks confidence and seems insecure. He doesn’t know what kind
of notes to write or what he's supposed to remember.

So that he can sound like the other students, like Americans.

No, not really. The writer is puzzled because he has a different view based on Irish history.
His view is that the English persecuted the Irish and other people, so he wonders why



the English would escape from persecution. He wants to tell the professor about the Irish
suffering.

5 He's not confident at the moment about his success. He's worried about the exams
because he doesn’t know where the questions will come from. The professor talks a lot
and the textbook is thick — there seems to be too much to learn.

Dealing with unfamiliar words

4 1detect 2admirable 3subway 4inadequate 5 scribbling 6 persecution

5 1(a) 2(a) 3(a) 4(b)
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Reading and interpreting

LW T eaching tips |

This activity is designed to get Ss to:

¢ read beyond the words and understand implications
e interpret the context with empathy
* become aware of the writer's situation and feelings

When Ss have finished the activity, ask them to share some points in a class discussion.
Try to encourage alternative ideas or explanations so that Ss understand that a variety of
views are possible. Some alternative answers are also provided below.

1 e The writer may be exaggerating. Perhaps the woman in the admissions office did not
actually say that his education was “inadequate”, but she made him feel like this.
* The woman may have a point. If all the American students have a high school diploma
and the writer doesn’t have one, then he is not qualified in the expected way (and
might be considered lucky to have this chance of university education).

2 Heis not sure what to write and what sort of notes to take. He has no experience of note-
taking, and feels puzzled as no one has given him any guidance.
No, he feels different because of his accent and background.

4 ltreveals that the writer lacks self-confidence. Despite wanting to share something
important with the class, he worries that his accent will mark him as an outsider.

5 It seems he has not made friends yet. He's dreaming (or fantasizing) about a romance.
e He must feel like a stranger, a bit lonely.
e He'd like to share what he knows with someone, but he feels he can’t do this in class.

Developing critical thinking

7 1 This phenomenon is very common in Chinese universities. Our tutors have high
expectations of us, and the fear of not being able to keep up with our peers is a source
of almost overwhelming pressure. University is very competitive, and excellent students
are everywhere. We all worry that if we are not good enough, we will fall behind the other
students.

Starting out 15
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e Some students think that it is important to question professors, provided that you
are polite and have reasons to back up your opinion. A valuable part of university
education is learning to think critically, so some professors welcome this form of
discussion.

e Other students think that professors know best and should not be questioned unless
they have clearly made a mistake. After all, professors are highly educated and very
knowledgeable in their fields, and that's why we choose to learn from them.

e |t's equally important to be independent and to learn to think for yourself to prepare
you for work and life.

* It's very important to get on with people and learn to work as part of a team. Every
adult should learn how to do this. Improving IT and communication skills is also
important.

Talking point

UNIT 1

To Mary from Oxford

Try joining some student societies (but only ones you are actually interested in), talk

to your classmates during breaks and before / after class, talk to others in your hall of
residence. This may seem hard at first, but don't worry, you'll soon make friends if you are
friendly to others.

To Tony from Manchester

Get a cookbook and learn to cook a few basic dishes. Ask someone to show you how to
cook a dish or two (buy the ingredients for them and share the meal).

To John from London

Talk to the teacher — ask for advice and see if you can find any details about the format
and style of the exam. Maybe you can get some past papers from last year from the library
or from other students.

To Katy from Stirling

Phone home, send text messages or emails. Keep busy with studies and try to make friends.

To Jo from Exeter

Keep track of your spending by writing down major expenses. Some banks give students
personal advice and leaflets with guidance about financial management. If you find you are
in difficulty, the Students’ Union in British universities will offer advice and support.

To Callum from Belfast

Students may have to learn to study more independently at university and of course to
study in more depth. Many students study completely different subjects and disciplines
compared with what they learnt at school. Universities also provide an environment for
you to read and discuss topics widely. You can also join a lot of social, sports and leisure
activities.



Pl T eaching steps |

e Ask Ssindividually to read through each piece of advice and choose the best. Ss
should give reasons for their choice.

* In groups, Ss should share what they think is the best advice from the list (and give
reasons). Then they discuss any other advice they can think of which is not on the list.

e Take a brief class vote on which Ss think is the best advice (from the list or not).

Each piece of advice here has some good points, but ideas about the best advice
depend on individual circumstances. So help Ss to think about their individual situation
or that of others whom they think are homesick.

Possible criteria for evaluating advice include:
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e whatis practical
e whatis feasible or realistic

e whatis best for a particular person (specify what kind of people would find which
advice most useful)

e Call home once a day.

This may be a good idea if you can afford it.

e Have familiar things around you, such as photos of your family and friends.

This is a good idea and easy to arrange.

e Cook your favourite food.

This is also good if you have a kitchen. Otherwise buy some favourite food.

e Take lots of exercise, especially in the first few weeks.

This is a useful and practical idea if you can make time.

e Join clubs and societies.
ltis a good idea to join some clubs and societies to make friends. But be careful: Don't join
too many, because you will have limited time. Only join the ones you are interested in.

e Check you know everyone in the rooms near yours. If you don't, knock on the door and
introduce yourself.

This is a good way to make friends and learn to be sociable and independent.

e  Go shopping.

This depends on whether you have time and money to spare. It also depends on whether you
like shopping or not.

Starting out 17




Language in use

with ... + present participle

1 The first sentence: (b)
The second sentence: (a)

2 1 With my father waiting in the corridor
with me waiting in the queue

With the rain pouring down

With the music playing loudly
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With the lecture running late

o U WN

With my head spinning with ideas

It occurs to ... that ...

3 1 Itoccursto my father that the room is barely big enough for one person, so he leaves.
2 It had never occurred to me that my handwriting is so bad that | can't read it.
3 It occurs to me that I've run out of clean clothes.
4 Has it occurred to him that he doesn’t know what to write for his term paper?
5 It occurs to him that he could speak in an American accent so they wouldn't recognize
him as a foreigner.
Collocations
4 1 (a) Becausethe roomis very small.

(a)

(b) You would climb into bed if you are so tired that it feels like a huge effort.
(c) You would probably need to bend over, and crawl through the hole.
(a)

a) You have accidentally knocked over a cup / mug and the coffee has gone
(uncontrolled) all over the desk.

(b) The toys are in a container, such as a box, and either the box is too full so some toys
are falling out onto the carpet, or the box has been tipped over so most of the toys
have fallen out of the box.

(c) Many people would be leaving the bars and restaurants all at once, probably because
they were closing for the night.

3 (a) When there is a war or the person wants to serve their country by becoming a soldier.
(b) A new football player has joined the club.
(c) Clean the neighbourhood, help with the elderly, organize fundraising for the
community etc.

4 (a) The writer suddenly starts crying.
(b) Flowers, when they emerge from buds.

(c) Put out the flames immediately if you can, or keep well clear and call the emergency
services (the fire brigade).

18 UNIT 1




5 (a) This refers to a driving licence. It means that you have been driving safely or at
least you have no penalty points on the licence — a person gets such points as a
punishment after breaking the law on the roads, eg speeding or causing an accident,
and the licence then has a note on it (it's not “clean”) and the police have a record.
(b) You avoid using swear words or other examples of bad language.
(c) Here this phrase is used metaphorically and means something is working properly,
for example, a car might have a clean bill of health after a check or test that it is working
properly.
6 (a) A person who is easy on the eye is pleasant to look at in appearance and in the way
they dress.
(b) When something is easier said than done, it is easy to talk about, but difficult to
achieve.
(c) When someone tells you to “take it easy”, they can mean either of two things: You should
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rest and not do things that will make you tired, or you should keep calm, being less upset or

angry.
5 1 spiltoutof 2 burst into tears 3 clean language
4 easier said than done 5 climb through 6 signed up for
7 burst into bloom 8 clean licence 9 easy on the eye
Translation

6 W5, BRFHRALRBNE X ERFIN—F, AX—Fd, XEFEHRFISHEFARE
W2, ARM—ESERS, MRRESBECHIIRKE. BAAE. REN. SH MRt
BEBERMEREZFTHNEN, NRKELRZZAILECHEELEEENTE, Afn, ZEFEM
B4 B THEEIR £ SERPKRES. MI1BEA 3-6 MANNEITITL, AEFBRRN
B [EIEE R FF R R IR IR T, X4, A LRZR, MITRUEKIIR, _RItEE, FEHHE, &
AXB, SEXEEVERERE, XEFBNOBIEIBERARBNRH, REIMNBELEREE
ERFRAMKERN—F, MNEFERZEFTZHNEFIRL, HERKBREF L,

7 Today, many Chinese universities attach great importance to cultivating innovation awareness
and entrepreneurship. Many prestigious universities establish long-term relationships with
a lot of companies. These companies recruit qualified graduates from the universities on a
regular basis. What's more, some alumni even create start-up funds to support students in
starting their own business. The presidents of some universities say that doing business and
studying are not in conflict and that encouraging students to set up businesses can help them
put their specialized knowledge into practice and raise their competitiveness.
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UNIT 1

Reading across cultures

Settling down at college around the world

1

Use the questions given to train Ss to scan the passage for specific information. Require
Ss to read the questions first. In order to save time, organize Ss into pairs or groups.

e Give each pair/ group one question to answer. Some pairs or groups will have the
same question.

e Ask them to read the passage only for the answer they need to find.
e Ask them to put their hands up as soon as they have found the answer.

e Ask some pairs or groups to report their answer. If their answer is not correct or not
appropriate, ask other pairs or groups with the same number.

Tanya worked and studied all the time. Miguel tried to write notes about everything.
Francine found the freedom, lack of guidance and managing money difficult.

Tanya made friends and had a social life. Miguel learnt to listen and think more. Francine
realized that she was responsible for looking after herself.

Tanya realized the need to change when she was invited to a party. Miguel suddenly
realized that he needed to change. Francine gained an understanding of her responsibility.
Francine now realizes she has the freedom and responsibility to take care of herself, but
she does not know what to do about her money and study problems, so she still has
problems with looking after herself.

It seems that Miguel has solved his problem. He does not mention any social difficulties.

The main point here is that Ss should discuss and reflect upon their own experience.

a b~ W N

Like most new students, | felt a bit nervous about making friends (or being away from
home, about money, studies, accommodation, food, loneliness etc), because | did not
know anyone and | was far from home.

The main differences are that | have to take care of myself and plan my studies at college.
| think so. It seems to me that the way of studying at college is to be more independent.
| have to study hard, but | try to have a balance between study and social life.

Yes, | tend to spend my money too quickly at the beginning of the month. | need to make
a budget so that | won't starve towards the end of the month.

| have learnt to use my money wisely and to study more independently.




Guided writing

Writing a narrative

1

the same way, paying attention to the functions.

* Get Ssto look carefully through Activity 1 and notice the functions of the sentences
from the first section of the passage in Reading across cultures.

* Get Ssto analyze the other two sections of the passage about Miguel and Francine in

Sentence

Function

Miguel
1 | When I first arrived at university, I tried to make notes
about everything the professors said in their lectures.

Describe your feelings or
lifestyle in the past.

But I ended up being too busy writing to listen. I'm
2 | studying chemistry, and everything seemed more
complicated than what we learnt at school.

Give more information about
your feelings or lifestyle when
you first arrived at college.

But then I realized that here, you have to listen and
think more.

Describe how something
changed.

I've now understood the difference between new
information and things which I knew already.

Describe how life is today.

Francine

When I first arrived, the university seemed very

1 ' large and unfriendly. I found the freedom and the
lack of guidance difficult at first. At school, I was
used to a timetable with homework in the evening.

Describe your feelings or
lifestyle in the past.

I also had a lot of trouble managing my allowance.
You have to buy food, books, bus fares, clothes and
2 |everything, so it’s not like the pocket money you had
as a kid at home. The money arrives all in one go, so
I felt pretty rich at the start of the term.

Give more information about
your feelings or lifestyle when
you first arrived at college.

life ... and I don’t know what to do!

3 Then I spent too much, and could only afford to eat | Describe why the change
a sandwich once a day! happened.

4 But now I've realized that it’s no longer my parents’” | Describe how something
or teachers’ responsibility to look after me. changed.

5 For the first time, it's me who's responsible for my Describe how life is today:

Pl T eaching tips |

were someone else.

This is a guided writing activity. Ss are given the sentence prompts to start them off so
that they have an idea of what to write. The sequence of the prompts also helps them
to structure their writing. The use of the writing frame needs to be flexible, though,
because the prompts may not suit everyone (perhaps some Ss don't actually miss their
family), so allow Ss to adapt it. Ss could also give a fictional response, writing as if they

Starting out
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Example:

Three months ago | was preparing for my university entrance exam. Although | studied hard,
| was very anxious and nervous. But my parents looked after me at home. When | first arrived
at college, | missed my family and my school friends. But then | understood that | had to make
friends in a new place. One day a group of friends suggested we should form a football team
in our department. Now | have lots of new friends and we have played a couple of matches.
We study together and my university life is not lonely anymore.

Unit task

Preparing a welcome guide for next year’s freshers
2

e Ask Ssto think about realistic advice and use clear language.
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e Ask Ssto revise and elaborate on their suggestions or add extra points.

Dear new students,
From our experience of being new students last year, we'd like to offer you a few suggestions.

Settling in:

e Make sure you know the locations of your classes, the hall of residence, the dining hall,
shops, laundry facilities, banks and the sports centre.

e Ask for your timetable for different subjects and find out the names of the teachers.

* Getthe learning materials and books as soon as you receive the information from your
university teachers. Remember you can buy some of the books second-hand to save
money.

* Get hold of a map of the local city and find out the transport routes out of campus.
Making friends:

e Getto know your roommates first.

e Introduce yourself to your classmates. Talk to them before and after class.

e Join some sports clubs and student societies.

Managing your money:

e Try to work out the essential costs for food, accommodation, clothes, books, transport and
telecommunications so that you make sure you have enough money for them.

e Buy the things you believe you will need.
Managing your studies:

e Studying at university is different from studying at school. You have more freedom about
what and how to study. It also requires you to use your time wisely.

e University study requires you to be a more independent thinker and learner.

e Ask for help from your professors. It saves your time and theirs if you prepare specific
questions before meeting them.

22 UNIT 1




W T eaching steps |

® Ask Ssto work together to organize the material for their welcome guides.
e |f they have difficulty, provide them with categories to think of, such as the cover, the
introduction, the main section, and a closing section titled “For further information”.

® The main section will contain the suggestions Ss have made, along with their photos of
different activities.

4

e Ask Ssto work together to divide up their welcome guides into two speaking parts.

® Remind Ss that presentations are not just about reading prepared statements; they
should consider their gestures, body language and enunciation when making their
presentations.
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e Ask pairs to come to the front of the room and face the other Ss when presenting
their welcome guides.

5
This activity allows for self-reflection, debate, critical thinking and communication.
e Write the pairs’ names on the board.

® Ask Ssto write down positive and negative points for each pair, including their own.
Ask them to think about the contents of the welcome guides as well as how they
were written and presented.

e Elicit opinions on each pair’s guide from Ss and encourage them to debate the
positive and negative points.

® Ask Ssto score the guides from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent) in each of the following
areas: contents, ease of comprehension, and presentation.

* Have Ss come to the board and write down their scores next to the pairs’ names.

e Ask a student to total the scores and announce the best welcome guide.

Additional activity

As an alternative to Activities 1-5 or as a supplementary activity, use the Photocopiable
worksheet given at the end of this unit.

e Ask Ssin pairs to complete the speech bubbles to write a dialogue using the
language of this unit.

® Ask Ss to exchange their dialogues with at least one other pair and read each other’s
work aloud.

e Ask Ssin pairs / groups to make up a short role-play based on the dialogues. There can
be more than one “new” student or “more experienced” student and perhaps a narrator.

e One role-play could be performed to the class.

e Ask Ssto use these ideas to write a short letter to a friend or to their family.
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Translation of the passages
Active reading (1)

K—®ERid

EHH

MR EBREL T —BRENIRET FARENEES, HHEXEIL, BEEHERBTH—F
&, HEFTHREES, ZNFEEES #, B EEE "B 2N, FRMNLTHI8 SHEEHN
B, BEELKITR, RELESTETS. BB, HNEETHE,

EEELLHMNETRT Hk, XNFEINNGE—DPAE, —KABHEEX, EEBR T B
HAL, £2=5E, it MEE =i,

FSHEEFNER IR E kK,

Bk, B8EEHET, ARTIAMTZ—IA, BERERN—MEF. BRI A%E?
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BH—

BE, BA—TMA-—FERHESSNNHRE RS, BABTHEASH, hHFesm, &8, &
BITETEREFEHIEA,

REMRZA T RNG? " ESK T HEERKE, MAIEHRNME, PIHERERIA
RET,

"TRBETERKREZ, FERYS NN, Hiko

T M, BEXEOUEERTHNB DT L, RENRZNI T RNB? " Mk,
BAREBAMELEAEZ, MERBE, "GR! " REESEEA, T —O0mEE, EREF
AR FR=M,

WINFTREIE, BFRETELE T S,

=1
HR/BAERILE, ZARRIREERRRCERAE T, B THEEL, RIRBRWETET, SR
—B=8TNERTEIZ, FETEHN, BARER—FKESTihd—EHR 7175
CRRIHA? T RERENEE,
CARIE, FRBA, RELRER, XRTIR"
FiREBBE, SRNEAEBA. K. T2 P, B B, BROFIKR, IHNSBE
BRILBI T —ERERE L, F7%, £TRZ, MRFEELEBEOT,
WIBITRBIE, BB RBHEIR,

EH=

BRELISHBEME, RENEE8:45 7, RAXHEAMBERKR, Fi%,

RFHRR, RYYHBIRHE, BHE-DEREMNOZESHL T, HITEH—T, [
"RIER? " R EAFHEKHN?

WERFSET 1NN, SREFETEEIL, BRARBEFNERLS 7T EH 4,

MEBELERWTGIE, R, BEREXZLTIYNFE, BERRIFABIEE, WEHES
BM—ERW, EFREEDRER, HELEXFHPELNPEHET T B AHM, i
BECALTAT, REETRRBITERFHZS,
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PHIBFTREBIE, EMESE T

E8m

GSRAEMEER, BB IFREFINENASZ DMERE, BABENABANN Z L S
B, IUEREBSNT TEFRFI. ATTEDS. FRERBOWREHE KRB, HIEURS
ST W RBHAEIAFESBH , HARESIEFEIL G BB ST A&

WIREIE T, MEFRFFEREERERMNEEAE X, BOERRIERLAERFTE, Bk
ZRINEE, MERIRBRIMNEK, MNMWEEEI, LERRNA, RENMEBRHT,

EfA

BEERETERE, T2FEEAFTE-TEIEBHRINOIEG T g B BIE, THIAELRERE,
HFEMRE, REFSREFTRABE. TEREBEONE, SUHRSKEHLEMR, (41 2
HEARFRIED? ) BREELEREE, FRABRIEHEBE Fo

SHEEREN "HAZRK" B, JHEZRATHERRT T, HTNBEEIEMRARIRT I
REZBEENTTE%. BRZERHBHHHATEZIBRET T4, BIFBEREKBIET
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Active reading (2)
(ML) (k)

BHTFRTESPELE, MEFE-HEIMIE, FFUBNAFRREERITIRE: "XEHIL"
0 CXKEHBER . BAMEANARIFTTHRXE, TEBENLENBM LW, AL
BRIRETEFGRYERI/NE, BARA-MREIEFHAGREXERNHSARM, BXITRE
HER, WA BTRERNBONBEETLE, "XEHEFL" EERAST BUXHAERMIR,
BREAPRT, E—HEREELMFTENRE, AGAANARZZaBENFHIEENE
Xk, IEBHKENFRERSEBEKERAELT,
BHRFRENTBEMRBRAUFNRAENRERENNBLRY, BHIAERLAERFREE
F—TiR— "XEHER", Br¥ - BHRAREHE LERNHBEXENEEBHIESWTH
BN T RN, REENERZLEHENEHICEIL, HEFERBCHABLERILH 4, HEA
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ZWIAA, &5, BRSFHEN, WSHAEMARMENRA D, NMZXE, BEIERTHN
FEHNTY, MK T RENEEHNERN, FEMNEEZFOSEOHEFRINT RHAANE
ZEEER,
H=BRERLWDPIPFERT, EEBEFINE, KENTNMEHIC, HFGMEHRBEREE
RHAE N FHREZLUN,
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BHNF, WIRRAETE,
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RBRAELZ—P=HE EERIENRIXKIEMAFTERMBHFET . KEAKRE—X,
HzBCTEBCHNAEET - I HRARRIEZE A
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Further teacher development

Developing guided writing:
problem-solution texts

This section introduces a discourse approach to developing guided writing. The general approach
is a valuable way of helping students to take notes from reading and to develop speaking skills. In
this unit, the example is based on texts which structure the information as problems and solutions.

Problem-solution texts

Many short texts (and stretches of talk) are structured around problems and solutions. Typically, in
these texts some problem is indicated and a solution is suggested. “Problem” can be understood
broadly to include a difficulty, concern, an accident, something that is wrong, not working,

harmful, and so on. “Solution” includes an idea, approach or attempt to solve a problem and may
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overlap with the idea of responding to a problematic situation to improve it. Sometimes a text has
only these elements, but often there are more elaborate texts with four elements, generally in the
following order: A situation is referred to, a problem is described, a solution is suggested, and an
evaluation of the solution is given. These elements can be identified by the content and often by
the use of indicative lexical items which can be seen as signals of discourse structure.

Once students understand such patterns of structuring texts through common ways of
presenting ideas (coherence patterns), they can use them as a guide for developing their own
writing in English, including using relevant key vocabulary. In reading and speaking, they can
learn to predict the direction a text or conversation is taking by understanding these patterns.
This approach often uses visuals (in this unit, a diagram) which may be particularly useful for
those students who prefer a more visually orientated learning style.

Students can be helped to understand how these elements work by asking questions and
examining the discourse functions of relevant stretches of texts. This is shown in the following chart.

Problem-solution texts

Di r . . Typical 1 d as di r
iscourse Function and key questions ypica vocabulary used as discourse
element signals
To describe a situation: Reference to a setting in time (when),
Situation What is the situation? place (where), circumstance (what) and
What has happened? people (who)

To indicate a problem or concern:
Problem What is the problem?
What is wrong?

problem, difficulty, drawback, issue,
danger, disadvantage, concern, worry ...

To suggest a possible solution to
the problem:

What is the solution to the
problem? What can we do?

Solution /
Response
and result

solution, resolution, remedy, intervention,
realize, understand, solve, tackle, achieve

To evaluate the solution: effect, improvement, (dis)advantage,
Evaluation How is the solution evaluated? (un)successful, (un)satisfactory,
What is the effect of the solution? | (in)appropriate, succeed, fail, change ...
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o Here is an example, adapting Francine's account of settling down at college in Reading
m across cultures.
Discourse
m Text content Key words / phrases
n element
- S o —
m ituation When I first arrived ... first arrived
: 1 ... the university seemed very large and
unfriendly.
o 21 fognd the freedom and the lack of guidance unfriendly, lack of
difficult at first. . .
Problems . guidance, difficult,
3 Ialso had a lot of trouble managing my
m trouble
allowance ... Then I spent too much, and
F could only afford to eat a sandwich once a
day!
Solution But noxiv Fve reahz’ed that l.t 5o longer my realized, responsibility
parents’ or teachers’ responsibility to look after me.
1 Maybe I could ask my teachers for some
guidance about how to study here or perhaps
there’s a book in the library that would give
me a few good ideas.
2 Isuppose I should make an effort to find guidance, good ideas,
More . e ..
. new friends ... I'll join a couple of societies suppose, should, effort,
solutions L
suesested and talk more to my classmates. keep a record, set a limit,
88 3 Ithink I'd better keep a record of what I'm make a budget
spending at the moment. I don't really know
where all the money goes! I should set a
limit on what I spend each week and make a
budget.
Evaluation / 1 ... and I don’t know what to do!
New 2 ...somehow I can’t apply what I now don’t know, can’t apply
problems understand to my own situation.

Students could use this as an additional approach to write the short passage in Activity 2 of
Guided writing.

Di .
1SCOUISE | ontent of the writing
element
Situation Three months ago I was at home with my family ... Now I'm living with

many other students in a large hall of residence.

Problem At first I felt a bit lonely and homesick because I did not really know anyone here.

Then I realized that nearly everyone here probably felt the same, at least

Solution 1 in the first few weeks.

But simply understanding this wasn't really enough to solve the problem.

Evaluation 1
valuation I knew I would have to do something to make friends.
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Discourse Content of the writing
element
Solution 2 One day a group of classmates suggested that we should go boating in

Central Park. In the boat, I started to talk about my feelings with them.

To my surprise, they all felt exactly the same as I did! Now these are my
Evaluation 2 | best friends here. I think we can talk about anything and share ideas, so I'm
not lonely anymore.

A problem-solution approach could be used to write the Unit task of preparing a welcome
guide. In this case, the writer wants to make the text friendly and easy to read, as if there is a
dialogue between the writer and the readers.
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Discourse

Y .
element our guidance

Situation So you're a new student here, just like me last year.

Perhaps you feel a little bit lonely at the moment. After all, you're away
Problem from your family and probably you feel you don't really have any friends
here.

Actually, most new students feel this way sometimes, at least at first. I'd

like to suggest that:

* You talk to your classmates before or after class. Perhaps some might be
interested in making a small study group;

* You talk to your roommates. You may suggest having a meal together
or going out to the park or shopping;

* You join a couple of student societies or clubs. There’s a huge choice
here, so there will be some that really interest you.

Solutions

In this way, you may get over your loneliness and homesickness more

Evaluation quickly. You will find your university life full of fun and challenges!
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Photocopiable worksheet:
Giving advice about settling down

e Complete the speech bubbles to write a dialogue using the language of this unit.
® Make up a short role-play in pairs / groups based on the dialogue.

e Use the ideas to write a short letter to a friend or to your family.

Situation: A fresher shares some problems with a student who has settled down, who feels
positive about living and studying at college, and who offers advice.

Tell me. Maybe | can help you.

I know these are only the I'm a good listener and you know
first few weeks, but | don't what they say: A problem shared
think | like life here. Actually, is a problem halved!

| have a few problems.

Problem 1: homesickness Possible solution 1
Well, | miss my family and ... Well, you could try ...
I've never ... and also ...

| really feel so ... and ...

Problem 2: no friends at college Possible solution 2
Another thing is that | don't Well, what | do is ... and
really ... so | feel a bit ... anotherideais ...
and ...
Problem 3: unable to study effectively Possible solution 3
It is different here, not like the I've noticed that the best
students ...

school really. | find studying ...
| don't really know how to ... Sowhatldois...and ...
I'm not at all sure about ...

Overall evaluation

Many people have a few problems at first, but | think living and studying at college can be ...
Your problems are ... You can solve them and, all in all, it's ...
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Photocopiable worksheet: Giving advice
about settling down (Answer sheet)

Here is an example of a complete dialogue.

Situation: A fresher shares some problems with a student who has settled down, who feels

positive about living and studying at college, and who offers advice.

| know these are only the first few
weeks, but | don't think | like life here.
Actually, | have a few problems.

Problem 1: homesickness

Well, | miss my family and all the
food at home. I've never really
been away from my family before.
| really feel so lonely, a bit cut off,
because my home is so far away
and | just can't travel there.

Problem 2: no friends at college

Another thing is that | don't really
know many people here and | don't
seem to have any friends, so | feel a bit
lost and lonely and you know, | don't
find it easy to make friends so quickly.

Problem 3: unable to study effectively

It is different here, not like the school
really. | find studying a challenge. There's
so much to learn and | can't learn it all

at once. | don't really know how to take
notes in class. I'm not at all sure about
managing my time and studies.

Tell me. Maybe | can help you. I'm a good
listener and you know what they say: A
problem shared is a problem halved!

Possible solution 1

Well, you could try giving your
family a call sometimes, and also
remember your family want you
to be successful.

Possible solution 2

Well, what | do is to get to know my
roommates and some classmates —
| talk to them before and after class,
and another idea is to join some
clubs and societies. You can imagine
that no one has many friends at first.

Possible solution 3

I've noticed that the best students
don't try to write down everything.
So what | do is to make a brief note
of some main ideas and things |
want to know more about, and |
give myself a specific task each day.

Overall evaluation

Many people have a few problems at first, but | think living and studying at college can be

interesting and you'll soon make friends. Your problems are actually quite common and I'm

sure they won't last long. You can solve them and, all in all, it's going to be OK. Just be patient

and stick with it.

Starting out
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